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A NAVAL fflSTORT OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

CHAPTEE XI 

NATAI. OPERATIONS IN 1779 

Taking into account the lieavy losses of the last 
two years, the Continental navy still showed vigor 
at the opening of 1779 and rendered valuable serv- 
ice daring the year. The British, in spite of their 
naval superiority, were not free from solicitude aa 
to the possibilitieB of the American sea forces. Ad- 
miral Gambier reported that there were at Boston 
December 6, 1778, fifteen vessels of war, including 
five Continental frigates, and January 10, 1779, he 
wrote : "A Beport previuls that one 40, tout 32, 
one 28, and two 20 Gnn Ships of the Bebels sailed 
about ten days ago from Boston ; this Circumstanoe 
if true is very alarming, not only on Account of the 
probability of their falling in with our victuallers, 
bnt on Aooouot of the present reduced numbers of 
our Ships, and they much dirided, the Coppered 
Frigates could not without the greatest danger from 
loe have been kept on this part (^ the Coaat dtuv 
ing the Winter Season." He wrote later, on the 
authority of a privateer, that three frigates had 
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368 NAVAL HISTOEY OF THE REVOLUTION 

sailed from Boston Jannary 18, " in order to Cruise 
off the Chesepeak," and tbat they liad been seen 
ten days later, off the Delaware capes.^ His infor- 
mation in regard to both these sailinge was obvi- 
ously incorrect. 

A few new Continental vessels went into coiqnus- 
sion or into active service, the most important of 
which were the frigates Alliance and Confederacy, 
of thirty-two -guns each ; the first was built in Mas- 
sachusetts, the other in Connecticut. The Conf eder^ 
acy was a hundred and thirty-three feet long, with 
an extreme breadth of thirty-five feet, six inches, 
and was designed to carry twenty-eight guns on the 
main deck, six on the quarter deck, and two on the 
forecastle. These ships, which had been authorized 
by Congress two years or more before, encountered 
tJie usoal difficulties and delays in getting ready 
for sea. The Marine Committee in their efforts to 
expedite matters issued many orders which, owing 
to slow communication and uncertainty as to the 
condition of vessels and the state of affairs in dis- 
tant ports, were frequently modified or changed. 
February 10, it was arranged that the Confederacy, 
Captain Harding, then at New London, should 
make a short cruise in Long Island Sound with two 
vessels of the Connectacnt navy. Later she was to 
join the Queen of France in a cruise along the At- 
lantic coast, in which the Sanger was to take part. 

< BriL Adm. Etc., A. D. 4S9, Noo. IS, 22, 2G, December 20, 
1T78, Jaourr 11^ Felmury 3, 1719. 
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NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 360 

Captain OIney of the Queen of France, the senior 
officer, was ordered to " sweep in the first place this 
coast from the Southward of Cape May to the Bar 
of Charles Town and afterwards to Croize in such 
Latitudes and Longitudes which are best calculated 
to giro the greatest aid and protection to the Trade 
of Delaware, Chesapeake and Charles Town, and 
as often as circmnstances and the safety of your 
Ships will admit of it, you are to enter the mouths 
of Delaware and Chesapeake for tJie purpose of 
destroying the small Armed Vesseb from Now York 
that lurk about the Capes to the certain destruction 
of almost every Merchantman that sails ; you are 
at the same time to be extreamly cautious in con- 
tinuing in any of these places so long as to render 
yourself a certain Object for the pursuit of the 
enemy. If in tlw Course of this Cruize you should 
meet with the Deaoe or the Confederacy or both 
of them, it is our orders that you and they proceed 
on this Cruize in Company, under the conunand of 
the Superior Officer, to execute these Orders ; and 
least you should be seperated by Storms or other 
ciroumstanees, it would be advisable to establish 
such Private Signals that when the Ships meet 
again they may be known to each other as friends. 
The great delay, expenoe and- trouble in manning 
the Ships for Sea has induced this conunittee to 
direct and Order you to continue this Cruize as long 
as your Provisions and other circumstances will 
admit. . . . The superiority of the Naval force of 
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370 NAVAL mSTORY OP THE REVOLUTION 
the enemj on this Coast and the miafortimes that 
hare heretofore happened to some of our Ships will, 
we trust, make yoo extreamly vigilaot and active ; 
the confidence we repose in yonr fidility, oonrage 
and good conduct g^ves us every reason to hope for 
a successful Cruize. Most of the Armed Vessels 
from New York are inferior in force to yourself, 
which will put it in your power to aid the Trade of 
the Southern States by destroying many of them 
and thereby to render not only essential service to 
the Public, but to add to the honor and reputation 
of your own character. You are to keep these In- 
structdons a profound secret and when the state of 
your ProvisionB requires, yon will return into the 
Port of Philadelphia or some oonvenient one in the 
Bay of Chesapeake." ^ 

A litUe later, orders were sent to the Navy Board 
at Boston to get the frigate Providence ready for 
sea immediately and again for her to cruise on the 
Atlantic coast. Then these orders were transferred 
to the Warren, and later still the committee de- 
eidod to hold the Warren in port and fit out the 
Providence for a four months' cruise ; and then to 
send the Boston to the southern coast. Apparently 
in accordance with this last order, the Navy Board 
at Boston instructed Capt^un Tucker, April 6, to 
proceed with his ship, the frigate Boston, in com- 

1 Mar. Com. Later Bock, 196, 196, 197 (to Obey, to Gonnun 
TntmbuU, to Huding, and to Nvry Board, Boston, oil dated 
FabnuTf 10, 1779). Tha meBBDremeiits of tliB ConfedBTSc; KM 
takan froui Wokott MSS., Februtu? 12, 1777. • 
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SAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 871 

pany with the sloop PioTidenoe, on a ten days* 
crnise in Mawaohasetta Bay and along the Maine 
shore and then to go soath. It does not appear 
that any of these instructions were, at tiie time at 
least, carried oat precisely according to the inten- 
tions of the Marine Committee. The delay in fitting 
oat the Confederacy was so great that the ocmunit- 
tee determined to relieve Captain Harding from 
command, should be be fonsd reqmnsible. That 
frigate did not get to sea until the end of ApriL* 

Meanwhile the frigates Deane, Captain Nichol- 
son, and Alliance, Captain Laadais, sailed together 
from Boston Jannaty 14. Herre Landais was a 
French naval officer of experience, having suled 
atonnd the world with the famous navigator Boo- 
gainviUe ; he bad embarted in the American oanse 
and on the recommendation of Silas Deane had 
been appointed a captain in the Continental navy. 
The Alliance was bound to France and parted witii 
her consort on the third day out.^ The Deane soon 
captured an armed ship of tbe enemy which was 
sent bach to Boston. "Last Thursday," Febmaiy 
4, a newspaper announces, " arrived in this Harbour 
the ship Yiper, taken l^ Capt. Samuel Nicholson, 
in the Continental Frigate Deane ; she is a letter 

1 Mar. Cm. Lttttr Book, 200, 201, 201, 206, 210 (Fabnui? 21, 
26, Mmnsh 9, 21, 26, April 27, ITIO, to Nbtj Bou^ Borton), 207 
(April 17, ITIQ, to Hmidiac), 211 (A^ 27, ITTO, to Daiban); 
Tadctr MBS., April 6, 1779; BtMon Pot, Mkj S, 1779. 

» FkW. B. I. Hut. fiae.,"wli, 258; Wiarton, ii,S87i Stevtnt, 
16&2. 
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872 NAVAL HISTOET OF THE REVOLUTION 
of Marque Stted oat at LiTerpooI, mounting 16 
GunB and 75 Men. . . . Capt. Nicbolaon took and 
burnt a ship belong^g to London in ballast from 
Ner York to Cadiz." The Deane omued about 
four months, most of the time in the West Indies. 
While th^re she fell in with the Continental ship 
General Gates, -which had sailed from Boston in 
December and had taken several prizes. The Deane 
returned to the United States and went into Fhil- 
adelphia April 17.' 

The Banger sailed from Portsmouth for Boston 
February 24 and the same evening anchored in Nan* 
taaket Roads. The frigates Warren, Conmiodore 
John B. Hopkins, and Qoeea of France, Captain 01- 
ney, and the Banger, Captain Simpson, haring fin- 
ally got ready for sea, swled from Boston March IS. 
The log of the Banger, under date of April 6, says : 
■' At 6 A.M.," being sixteen miles east <^ Cape 
Henry, "saw 2 sails, gUTe Chase to one oi thnu ; 
at ^ past 6 the Warren and Queen of France hcns'd 
Eoglieh Colours and fired a gua to Leeward, as did 
we, which she answered and bro't too at 7. We 
brought too, found her to be the Hibemia, a Scbo<mer 
of 10 guns, a british Privalier ; sent 2 of Our Peo- 
ple on Board to help man her and now She remains 
in Concord with Us." The next morning, "at J- past 
6 saw a Fleet of 9 sails to the N. E., at 6 made 
sul and gave Chase, at 8 Tack'd Ship [by] Signal 

1 Ptiil. R. I. HitL Son., viH, 258, 2G9 ; Botbm Pott. Fflbnury 6, 
Ha; 1, im; Adam* USS., April 10, 1710, Yeraon to Adams. 
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NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 373 

and made all Uie Sail we could, alow and aloft ; 
foond we gained on the Fleet, onr G)n8ort the 
Warren out sailing va all." In tlie afternoon: 
"Pleasant gales and fiur weather. The Warren, 
Queen of France & Our Selves in Chase of the 
Fleet; at 4 pji. came up with" them. Hopkins 
reported to the Marine Committee April 18 that 
on the 6th ** we fell in with the armed schooner 
Hibemia from New Torh, witli 46 men, which we 
took ; and on the 7th at 4 o'clook ajh. in latitude 
86.40 disoorered two fleets, one to leeward oonsist- 
ing of ten sail, the other to windward, of nine saiL 
We gave ohace to the windward-moBt, and at about 
two o'dock took seven eaU, oonsiating of the fol- 
lowing vessels, viz. : Ship Jason, Capt. Forteifield, 
monnting 20 nine and six poimders, 150 men, con- 
voy to the fleet bound from \. York to Greorgia, 
having passengers on board as per the enclosed list ; 
Ship Meriah, a letter of marque mounting 16 six 
pounders, 84 men, very richly laden with provisions, 
dry goods and aoooutrements for a r^ment of horse ; 
Brig Patriot, brig Prince Ferdinand, brig John, brig 
Batchelor, schooner Chance, laden with provisions 
and goods for the army, to a very large amount. As 
soon as they wera manned we thought best to stand to 
the eastward, baring had intelligence of a latge num- 
ber of armed vessels being off Chesapeak and Dela- 
ware Bays." Among the passengers on board the Ja- 
son wero a colonel, a lieutenant-colonel, two captuns 
and two lieutenants. The Banger's log for the 9th 
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874 NAVAL HISTOET OF THE REVOLUTION 
saya : " Jog^ng under easy sul, to keep our little 
Fleet together." April 10 ; " The Patriot being a 
heavy Sailer, the Warren at 7 took her in tow," 
Hopkias's report continues: "On the 16th instant 
I arrived in this port [Boston], having parted with 
the fleet on the 11th in a thick fog. The next day 
the Jason arrived, which b a very fine ship ; also 
the schooner at Portsmouth, which is a very valu- 
able vessel. Several vessels are now in sif^t, which 
I hope ia some of the fleet By the activity of Cap- 
tains Olney and Simpson we manned the fleet in 
four bouTS."^ The Queen of France arrived in 
Boston several days after the Warren and Jascm, 
bringing in with her the Maria, Hibemia, and three 
brigs. The other two prizes were taken into Ports- 
mouth April 21 by the Banger. The Jason and 
Hibemia were afterwards fitted out as privateers 
and made successful cruisers. The Banger returned 
to Boston harbor in June and anchored agun in 
Kantasket Beads.' 

The Marine Committee were greatly pleased with 
the i«8ult8 of this cruise, sent a congratulatory let- 
ter to Hopkins, and proposed to purchase the Jason 
and Hibemia and take tbem into the naval service ; 
but a more thorough knowledge of all the circum- 
stances caused a change of sentiment. May 20, the 
committee wrote to the Navy Board at Boston: 

1 Penn. Oaicttu, April 28, ITTO- 

■ BmIor Qtu^te, April 10, 26, 1770 ; Sotton Foit, JSaj 22, Jnlj 
81, 1770; Leg oftht Banger. 
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** Since ours of the 4th instant ve are f sTonred with 
years of the 28th Ultioio, whereby we find there 
is reason to oonclude that Captain Hopkins has 
violated his Otdere by retumii^ into Port when he 
should have continoed to Cmize and by not sending 
the Frizes fae took into the nearest Port ; and we 
find also that Captain Olney has aoted contradic- 
tory to yonr Orders by oomeing up to Boston when 
you had expressly required him to remain with hia 
Ship in [Nantasket] road. Wa now direct that yon 
inmiediately order a Court of Inquiry to inquire 
into the Conduct of those Two commanders during 
their late Cruize, and afterward if necessary a Court 
Martial. If you find the proseoution of that business 
will produce any delay in getting the Ships ^ain to 
Sea, it is our desire that you suspend the said Com- 
manders and put in others, and in that case we recom- 
mend Captiun Saltonstal and Captain Rathboumeto 
be appointed in their room. We deem it highly neces- 
sary for the good of the service that theorders of your 
Board should be obeyed by all OfEcers of the Navy 
under your direction, and we desire that you will 
cause Courts of enquiry to be held, when it is your 
Opinion the good of the service requires it, on the 
conduct of such Officers as may disobey your Or- 
ders or in any other manner may misbehave. We 
highly disaprove of Captun Hopkins sending an 
Officer to this place with a Letter contrary to the 
Orders of your Board, which disobedience of Orders 
in this as well ae in other instances were unknown 
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376 NAVAL HISTOET OF THE EEVOLDTION 
to ns vhea we wrote him a Letter of approbalioQ ; 
and we consider it very injurious to the service for 
the Officers to get themselres appointed Agents for 
dieir men as welt as dishonorable to such Officers." 
As a result of this exercise of discipline Captains 
Hopkins and Olney were suspended from the navy 
and tUey seem never again to have held any com- 
mand in die Continental service. Captains Salton- 
stall and Bathbume were appointed to oonmland 
the frigates Warren and Queen of France. The 
sequel will suggest a doubt as to whether the change 
in the case of the Warren was to the advantage of 
the oountry.i 

After a successful omise in the West Indies the 
Continental cutter Itevenge, Captain Conyngham, 
sailed north and arrived at Philadelphia February 
21, 1T79. Here the Revenge was sold, but the pur- 
chaser fitted her out as a privateer and Conyngham 
was put in command again, under his Continental 
commission of May 2, 1777. In April the Bevenge 
was captured by the British frigate Galatea and 
taken into New York. Conyngham vras sent to 
England in irons and treated with great severify. 
He was accused of piracy on the ground that his 
cruise in the Surprise in the spring of 1777 pre- 
ceded the date oS his commission. His first commis- 
sion, dated March 1, 1777, had been taken from 
> JViir. Cam. Later Beoi, 213 (to Hopkiu, May 4, 1T7Q), 210, 
213, 216, 216, 222 (to Navy Boatd, BostoD, April 27, 80. Hay 20, 
86, Jum 21, 1T79); Adanu MB8., May 25, 1179, YsmoD to 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 377 

him at Dunkirk and sent to Tenaillea. ^ Seatdi 
was made for this earlier oommission, but without 
BQCceBs.* Franklin's asaurance, however, that it 
had existed apparently resulted in Bome ameliora- 
tion o£ Conyngham's treatment. He was removed 
to Flymouth and in November, 1779, after several 
unsuccessful attempts, he escaped from Mill Prison 
with about fifty others. He proceeded first to Lon- 
don and thence found his way to Holland. ^ 

About the first of the year the sloop Frovidenoe, 
Captun Bathbiume, took five prizes, all of which 
seem to have arrived safely in port One of these 
was a ship from Glasgow wUch had been taken by 
an American privateer, retaken by the British, and 
then captnred again by the Providence. Early in 
April the Providence was ordered to make a short 
cruise in Massachusetts Bay and along the coast of 
Maine in company with the frigate Bostcm. Later 
she was sent south of Cape Cod. May 7, at nine 
o'dock in the morning, while cruising off Sandy 
Hook, the Providence, now commanded by Captun 
Hacker, was seen from the British brig Diligent, 
whose captain, testifying at his court martial, says 
that about noon, " as soon as I had taken measures 



come to light within » few yean and ii 
In the ponenioD of Jamu Bamea, Esq., of If aw York. 

' Pom. Mag. Hitt. and Siogr., Jaoiiar;, 1809 ; OM/ooi, Jtxmarj 
8, igOSj BaU, i, 342-360; Almm, tIH, 840j JTorylaiuf Jottrnal, 
Harah 2, 1779; Pcnn. QiaMt, August 4, 1779; Mar. Com. Lttttr 
Boot, 201, 217 (Manh la Jqm 2, 1779} ; JrAivu d* Ux UartM 
B" 16 (ATril, HoTembM, 1TI9). 
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for fighting him on the Ijfirboard side, the side his 
Boom was of, he Gibed <£: Itified across." The Dili- 
gent luffed and received two broadsides and two 
volleya of musketry before returning the fire of the 
Providence. " Not an officer raiceptmjself unhurt, 
being deserted bj the remuns of my Crew except 
seven, five of them wounded, . . . Masts, Rigging 
& Hull out all to pieces," was forced to surrender 
to the Providence. The Diligent curied twelve 
three-pounders and fifty-fonr men ; the Providence, 
Booording to this English captiun, six siz-pounders, 
six fours, two twos, and eighty-three men. The 
Americans lost four killed and ten wounded ; the 
British, eleven killed and nineteen wounded. The 
Diligent was taken into the Continental naval 
service,^ 

In the spring the frigate Boston, Captain Tudcer, 
in response to the instructions of March 26, came 
south to Chesapeake Bay and on April 27 was or- 
dered to Delaware Bay. The Confederacy, after long 
delay, sailed from New London April 29, and a 
moD^i later was in Delaware Bay. Meanwhile tJie 
Deane had arrived at Philadelphia from the West 
Indies April IT. The plans of the Marine Commit- 
tee, which required frequent modification to suit the 
exigencies of changing circumstances, were defined 
^ BoflonPiMt.JaDaBry 16, ITIB; Indipttidtiit Chronidt, Jtuiury 
21, 1TI9 i Penn. Fadctt, May 25, 1779 ; Jfcryland Joarnat, JniM 1, 
lT7fl ; Adam, MS8. April 10, May 25, 177B ; IWier MS8., April 
6, 1TI9; Brit. Ada. Etc., Court* Martial, No. 6311 (Angiut 21, 
1719). 
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for the moment in their letter of May 20 to the 
ifvry Board at Boston. "We have lately had suf- 
ficient reason to lay asside the expedition intended 
against the enemys force on the Coast of Greorgia, 
and the serrice the frigate Providence was intended 
for, is supplied by another Ship ; therefore it is now 
onr intention to place onr oollected Naval force in 
such a manner as to accomplish the double purpose 
of intercepting the enemies outward bound Trans- 
ports for New York from Gireat Britain and Ireland 
& the homeward bound West India Ships. But if 
the Providence & Banger should be ready for Sea 
more than a fortnight before the other Ships, that 
then you order those Ships to proceed to Cruize for 
the above purpose, marking out to them their Cruiz- 
ing ground in Buoh a manner as there may be the 
greatest possible certainty of being joined by the 
other Ships as soon as they shall be ready." ^ 

The Deane, Boston, and Confederacy being all 
in Delaware Bay by the end of May, a cmise along 
Uie Atlantic eoast was planned for them by the Ma- 
rine Committee. Listructions for the Boston and 
Confederacy were dated June 2. To Tucker the 
committee wrote : " The Ship Boston wUoh you 
command and the Frigate Confederacy, Capbun 
Harding, being now ready for Sea, they are directed 
to S^ in company with each other on a Cruize upon 

I Mar. Com. Lttltr Boot, 208, 21S (toKaTj Baud, BoMon, Hareh 
26, Mft; 20, 1770), 209 (April 21, 1779), 311 {(« Tooker, April 37, 
1779) i BoHon Poa, Mnj 8, 1779. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



380 NAVAL BISTORT OF THE REVOLUTION 
this Coast fn»n the Latitude of Forty to thirty^fiTe 
degrees and to take, bnro, sink or destroy as many 
of the enemys Ships or Vessels of every Kind as 
may be in their power. The Prizes job will Order 
into the nearest and safest Ports, addressed to the 
Continental Agents in those Ports. And as this 
Committee have received authentic intelligenoe that 
a number of the enemys Privateers are Cmirang 
near the Latitude of S6, in expectation of falling in 
vith a fleet of Merchant Vessels bound from the 
West Indies, ... it is their first Object to fmst- 
rate the designs of the enemy by Captoring or de- 
stroying their Vessels and to &fford every aid and 
asustanoe in their power to the inward bound Mer- 
chantmen." Thery were also to give their attention 
to two British frigates said to have been sent out 
from New York " to cruize upon this Coast, . . . 
and we need not remind yoa how greatly it would 
redound to your reputation and the honor of the 
American flag to captnre or destroy these ships. 
Ton are to continue cruizing for the space of three 
weeks from your Departure from the Capes of Dela- 
ware," and then return to Delaware Bay for further 
orders. " As the Object of this Cruise is to take or 
destroy the enemys Privateers or small ships of war 
and give every aid and assistance to the Merchant- 
men, the Committee direct you to confine yourself 
strictly to tiic Latitades above mentioned and to 
such Longitudes as are best calculated to answer 
that purpose. But if from circumstances it should 
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happen that the Pnhlio Service necessarily requires 
you to exceed those Limits, then you ara at liherty 
to do it. The Ship General Gteene, Captain Moat- 
gomeiy, belonging to the State of Pennsylrania, 
now in this'Bay, will have Orders from His Excel- 
lency President Seed to act in conjunction with yon 
during this Cmize. Captain Harding will be fur- 
nished with a Copy of these Instmotums and will 
be directed to Obey your Orders as Senior Officer. 
It is expected that before yon pat to Sea yoa will 
fix with him a proper System of Signals for the 
Ships under yoor command. The Confidence we re- 
pose in yoor Courage and good Conduct gives ua 
every reason to hope for a Successful Cruize."^ 
Ten days later, the frigate Deane being ready for 
sea, essentially the same orders were sent to Cap- 
tun Nicholson. In case he should fall in with the 
Boston and Confederacy, he was to cruise in com- 
pany with them, returning to the Delaware capes 
by July 1. " When joined to those Ships, you, be- 
ing the Senior Of&cer, will have under your direc- 
tion three fine frigates, which we doubt not will be 
judiciously managed and we reoonmiend to yon to 
cnltiTate strict harmony with the Commanders of 
those Ships as being essentially necessary for the 
Public good." ^ Few details of this short cruise have 
been preserved. A number of captures seem to have 

> JUiir. Con. LHUr Boat, 21S (to Tnaker), 219 (to Hardii«, 
Jdm 2, 1779). 

> IMd., 221 (to NiohoboD, Jnne 12, ITIS). 
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882 NAVAL HI8T0EY OF THE REVOLDTIOH 
been made, the most important of which was tiio 
British privateer ship Pole of twenty-four giinii, 
taken by the Boston.' 

On the 18th of June the frigates Providence, 
Commodore Whipple, and Queen of France, Cap- 
t^ Bathbume, and the Bauger, Captain Simpaon, 
sidled from Boston on a cruise to the eastward. 
The log of the Banger records the capture of a 
vessel July 20 and another the next day ; they were 
both from Jamaica. A midshipman on the Queen 
of France gives an account of falling in with a 
Jamaica fleet of a hnudred and fifty a^ one morn- 
ing about the middle of July near the Banks of 
Newfoundland in a dense fog. Nothing could be 
seen, but the sound of signal guns and ships' bells 
indieated the presence of a fleet. When tbe fog 
lifted, about. eleven o'clock, the Queen of France 
found herself close by a large merchant ship from 
whom it was teamed that the fleet was under oc^ 
Toy of a seventy-four and several frigates and sloops 
of war. Under the pretense of being a British frig- 
ate the Queen of France sent a boat to the Eng- 
lish ship and quietly took possession of her, and 
then took another ship in the same manner. Com- 
modore Whipple at first feared discovery and cap- 
ture by the convoy, but was induced to remain in 
the fleet all day with bis squadron. No alarm was 
excited among the Englishmen, and eleven ships 

' Tixker, cb. n ; Fena. Qattttt, Jooe 16, 1779 ; Batlon OaxMt, 
Jnl; 6, 1779 ; TmSmr MSB., June 2S, 1779, mcholMin to Tnokei. 
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were taken in this way b; tlie Americans. They 
succeeded in getting away at oightfall without 
arousing any suspicion. Andrew Sherbnme, a sea- 
man on the Banger, gires a somewhat different 
account of this &ffair. He says : " Our little squad- 
ron was in the rear of the fleet and we had reason 
to fear that some of their heaviest armed ships were 
there also. . . . No time was to be lost. Onr com- 
modore soon brought to one of their ships, manned 
and sent her ofC. Being to windward, he edged 
away and spoke to onr Captain. We were at this 
time in purenit of a large ship. The G>nunodore 
hauled his wind agun and in the coarse of an hour 
we came up with the ship, which proved to be the 
Holdemese, a three decker mounting 22 guns. She 
struck, after giving her several broadsides. Al- 
tiiough she had more guns and those of heavier 
metal than ourselves, her crew was not sufiBciently 
lai^ to manage her guns and at the same time 
woA the ship. She was loaded with cotton, coffee, 
sugar, mm and abpice. While we were employed 
in manning her, our Commodore captured another 
and gave her up to us to man also. When this was 
accomplished it was nearly night ; we were, however, 
unwilling to abandon the opportunity of enriching 
ourselves, therefore kept along under easy saiL 
Some time in the night we found ourselves sor- 
lonnded with ships aud supposed we were discov- 
ered. We could distinctly hear their bells, on which 
they frequently struck a few strokes, that their ships 
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384 NATAL HISTOBT OF THE EETOLUTION 
might not approaoli too near each oUter dnmig the 
night. We were doae on board one of their largest 
armed ships and from the multitude of lights which 
had appeared, supposed that they had called to 
quartera. It being necessaiy to avoid their convoy, 
we fell to leeward and in an hour lost sight of them 
alL The next day the sky was overoast and at times 
we had a thick fog. In the afternoon the sun shone 
for a short time and enabled ns to see a numerons 
fleet a few miles to windward, in saoh compact 
order that we thought it not best to approach them. 
We were however in hopes that we might pick up 
some single ship. We knew nothing of our consorts, 
bat were entirely alone. Towards night we took 
and manned out a brig. On the third morning we 
gained sight of three ships, to which we gave obase 
and called all hands to quarters. When they dis- 
covered us in chase, they huddled together, intosd- 
ing as we supposed to fight as. They however soon 
made sail and ran from ns ; after a short lapse of 
time we overhauled and took one of them, which 
we soon found to be a dull sailer. Another, while 
we were manning our prize, attempted to escape, 
but we aoaa found that we gained upon her. While 
in chase a circumstance occurred which excited 
some alann. Two large ships hove in sight to wind- 
ward running directly for us under a press of sail. 
One of th^n shaped her course for the prize we had 
just mamied. We were unwilling to give up our 
chase, as we had ascertained from our prize that the 
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two oUi«T sIiipB were . . . onanoed. We soon came 
tip witb the bindmost, brought her to nnd ordered 
ber to keep under our stem, while we might pnrsne 
the other, as our situation was too critical to allow 
US to heave to aod get out our boat. The straoger 
in chase of us was under English colors ; we how- 
ever soon ascertained by her signal that she was 
the Providence frigate, on board of which was oar 
commodore. This joyful intelligence relieved us 
from all fear of the enemy and we soon came np 
with our chase. . . . We now ascertained that the 
strange ship, which waa in chase of our first prixe, 
was another of our consorts, tbe Queen of France." 
Three of the eleven prizes taken from the Jamaioa 
fleet were afterwards recaptured, but the other 
eight, worth with their cargoes over a million dol- 
lars, were brought safely into port when the 
squadron returned to Boston about a month later. 
Whipple received the congratulataons of the Marine 
Committee.^ 

The Maasachasetts brigs Tyiannidde, Captain 
Hallet, and Hazard, Captain Williams, did most 
of the cruising on behalf of their state in 1779, 
and with some success. The Hazard was in the 
West Indies early in the year, and on March 12 
sailed from Martinique in company with the Con- 
tinental ship General Gates, Captain Waters. On 

> Clark, i, M; Mtmoirt if Amirao SJurburM, 21-23; BeMen 
Gatetu, SeptonibeT 21, ITTO iLag^Ou Bnnger; Mar. Cam. LttUr 
Beak, 220, 283, 234 (Angoat 24, SBptombar 1. ITTO), 238 (to 
WUppls, September 19, 1770). 
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Uie loth, off St. Tbomiui, the Hazard captured the 
privateer brigaotine Active, from Antigua, after a 
" smart action for 85 minntefi, yard arm and yard 
arm." ^ The Active carried eighteen four-pounders 
and ninety-five men; she lost thirteen killed and 
twenty wounded. The American loss was three 
killed and eight wounded. The prize arrived safely 
in port The Hazard also fou^ with a British 
ship of fourteen guns and ei^ty nien, but did not 
succeed in capturing her. After having tak^i several 
prizes in all, Captiun Williams returned to Boston 
in AptiL The General Gates returned about the 
same time and soon afterwards was sold out of the 
Continental service.^ 

Meanwhile the Tyrannicide had sailed from 
Kantasket Beads, March 9, for Martha's Vineyard, 
bat encountered a gale off Cape Cod and ran off to 
the southward. March 29, in latitude 28° 80' nortij, 
longitude GS" 25' west, the Bntisb privateer brig 
Bevenge of Grenada, carrying fourteen carriage 
guns, six- and four-poundere, four Bwivels and two 
coehoms, and sixty men, was seen " at 4 o'clock 
P.M. about 4 leagues to windward coming down 
upon us. Upon which," says Captain Hallet, " I 
cleared ship and got all hands to their quarters 
ready for action, then stood close upon the wind, 

1 Indg/endrnt Chromdt, April 8, ITTO. 

* Mass-Anhivei, oli,271, oliii. 133, 150, 1ST, 308 ; Boston Gaxettt, 
Febrnary 22, April 12, ITIS ; Clark, i, 90: PtiU. R- /■ H''*- 8oe., 
■wm, 259; Uiuiitchtatai Mag., July, 1908; 3far. Com. Ltiier Boat, 
208, 219 (April 19, June 7, 1770). 
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wuting for lier till about half past §ix p^., wlien 
she came up and hailing me, asked where I was 
from. I told them from Boston. I asked them where 
they were from and was answered, they were s 
Britishoniiserfrom Jammca. I immediately reply'd 
&aA I was an American cruiser, upon which they 
ordered me to strike, hut finding me not disposed 
to gratify their desires, they run up nnder my lee 
and saluted me with a broadside. Without loss of 
time I returned the compliment and dropping astern 
got under their lee, where our fires were so warm 
from below and from our tops and the shots so well 
directed, we dismounted two of their guns, drove 
the men from their quarters, and compelled them 
to strike to the American flag. The eng^ement 
lasted one hour and a quarter, during which we 
were not half pistol shot distant and some part of 
the time our yards were locked in with theirs." ' 
" I had Eight men wounded, only two of which are 
Bad ; amongst the wounded are my first Lieut. & 
Master. I intended to man her and keep her as a 
Consort during the Cruise, but having twenty 
wounded Men on board, of my own men & prison- 
era, I thought it Best to send her home, with all 
the wounded men on board under the Care of the 
Sergeon's Mate." * The Revenge lost eight killed 
and fourteen wounded. She arrived safely in Boston 
and the Tyrannicide followed April 25, having cap- 

> Boiton GaxMt, April 19, 1T76. 
* Moitadattettt Mag., April, 190Et. 
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tared two other vesBela, one of them a f ourteen-gun 
ship.' 

Captain Williams, on his return to Boston in 
the Hazard, was met with certain charges brooght 
against him by the Board of War, the natore of 
which is not stated. He was exonerated, however, 
by a joint committee of the General Court, and a 
few days later that body passed a resolve renouno- 
ing all claim on the part of the state to the privat- 
eers Active and B«venge " in testimony of their 
approbation of the spirit and good conduct of the 
sud " Williams and Hallet and their officers and 
men. The Active was purchased by order of the 
General Court and taken into the MassachnBetts 
navy. She was put under the command of Cap- 
tain Hallet and in June was ordered on a 
cruise.^ 

In May the H^ard and the Tyrannicide, now 
oommanded by Captain John Cathcart, were orda«d 
to cruise in company alongshore, " first in the Vine- 
yard Sound, then round the Island of Nantucket 
... to clear the Coast of the Picaroons that infest 
them." ' A party of British and tories had re- 
cently ruded along the south shore of Cape Cod, 
and Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket ; in S^tem- 
ber a proclamation was issued by British ofBeers 

1 Miu$.B«v.BeiU,iST,^XiBoitmQai«ttt,Aptai9,2a,l'mi 
BotUm Po$i, Ha7 1, 1TI9 ; Clanb, i, 91. 

> Mati- Comt Bee., April 2a S3, Jmw 11, 1779; BMtM OautU, 
April 26, 1779; VanaMuMtU JWiir', Oetobm, 1009. 

■ Mais. Arddvet, cU, 467, 468. 
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thteatening the people of Kantnoket vitli hostilitieB 
if they did not ohserve strict neutrali^. In the 
SoDod the Massachaaetts vessels fell in with the 
Continental sloop FroTidenoe and brig Diligent and 
early in June, in Bnmard'a Bay, were joined by the 
Continental sloop Argo, Captain Talbot. June 16, 
Cathcart Trrote to the Board of War that at half- 
past eight that morning the Tyrannicide and Haz- 
ard chased a ship and brig, which " hove too for na 
& liauld np their Coorses, upon which I spoke Capt. 
WiUianiB & we agreed to Engage Utem, he to take 
the Ship & I the Brig, upon which I pass'd the 
Ship & gave her two Broadsides & t^n ran along- 
side the Brig & after ezohanging 6 or 7 Broadsides 
she struck, the Ship in the mean time baring struck 
to Captain Williams." ' The brig was a letter of 
marque mounting twelve six-pounders ; she got safely 
into New Bedford. The ship was a recapture, hav- 
ing been taken by two British privateers. Mean- 
while, in order to insure oontinnons protection, 
the G«neral Court had, on June 11, directed the 
Board of War to arrange a series of cruises in 
rotation by the different vessels of the state navy 
along the eastern and southern shores of the 
state .^ 

The Connecticut navy lost its two most import- 

1 Jfoif. Arekitxi, oliii, 229. 

■ Mau. Court Bte., April 15, Jons 11, 1T79; Mau. Arckiva, 
oliii, 21fl, 224, 330, 3S0; Button Foit, April 10, 1779; IndtpmdtM 
CKranidc, April IG, 1779; Botton OaitlU, Ootob«i 11, 1779; Alrum, 
Tiii, 26S-271 1 Clark, i, 92. 
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ant vessels in 1779. In March the Defe&ce was 
wrecked ou the Bhore of her native state. The Oliver 
Cromwell, Captain Parker, sailed from New Lon- 
don June 3. On the morning of the 6th, Parker 
saw a sail and gave chase. Half an honr later he 
saw four other sail, three of them large ships. He 
then hauled close and one of the ships biased the 
Cromwell, the others soon joining in on signal from 
the first. They showed English colors and gained 
fast. " We found," says Parker's report, " that 
Fighting would he Inevitable. Therefore ordered 
the Ship to be Cleared and all hands to Quarters 
in good Season. Att about half after Ten a.h. we 
Began to play npon the Enemy with our Stem 
Chases and as She Closed up with us verry fast, in 
order the better to make use of our lee guns, we 
Shortened Sail by hailing Down the Stay Sails and 
keeping before the wind. A pretty warm Action 
Ensued for about the Space of one hour, in which 
we had two men killed and one Mortally wounded, 
Two Slightly wotmded. The Consequence of our 
keeping before the wind while Engaging (a Cir- 
cumstance that could not be avoided) Brought the 
Enemies other Ships Close up with us verry fast ; 
and as we found we had Considerably Disabled our 
Antagonist By Shooting away his m^ Topmast, 
we again hailed our wind to the Northward, Think- 
ing thereby to out sail him so much, before he could 
Bepair his Damages, as to bring on night and if we 
could not avoid him, we hoped at least to have Sep. 
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erated him from his other Consorts." The Cromwell 
drew away from her aDtagonist, hut l^ half-past 
two in the afternoon the English sliip had reputed 
dam^es and renewed the chase. She gained fast 
and soon came np under the Cromwell's lee qoarter. 
Meanwhile the other ships had also gained. " We 
were ander the Necessity ot Shortening our Sail 
and keeping before the wind again, in order to En- 
able OS to fight our lee guns. The Action began 
ag^ about 8 f.h. and Continued till a little after 
4 Do. In this last action we had two men wounded ; 
one had his Bight arm and Collar bone broke by a 
Splinter, the other a flesh wound in the thigh by a 
nine pound shot. The Damages Done to the Ships 
Hull were Inoonsiderable. She had her tatan and 
fore Stays Shott away, with one or two of her miun 
& Mizen Shrouds, her miun and fore Braces, and 
a nine pound shot through the head of her Mizen 
mast. By which time the Delewar Frigate and 
Union Privateer were dosing np with us so fast, 
wo found no Possibility of avoiding a Contest with 
Treble our force. Both officers and men appeared 
to be Brave and undaunted. I had a short Consul- 
tation with my Principal Officers. We hoped we had 
Done our Dntf, we hoped we had Done Enough to 
Convince oar Enemies as well as Others that we 
Dare oppose them and, as we then thought, with 
Spirit too, though on Disadvantageous Terms." ^ 
The Oliver Cromwell then lowered her colors. She 
1 TVumhiU MS8^ a, 237. 
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was taken into tiie firitieli eervioe and her name 
was changed to Bestoration.* 

Lientenant-GoloDel Silas Talbot, after his capture 
of the Pigot in 1778,^ was emploTed in protecting 
the Bbode Island ooast from the ravages of the 
enemy's privateers, whidi did great damage along- 
diore. The Pigot was tahen into the Continental 
serrioe and seems to have sailed in company with 
Talbot, who commanded a sloop called the Argo, 
mounting tw^ve six-pounders. He captured nx 
privateers, some of them of superior force to the 
Argo, and a number of merchantmen. One of his 
prizes was taken from him by three brigantiuea 
from Philadelphia. A letter from Providenoe, dated 
August 10, says : " This moment an express arrived 
from Kew London with an account of the gallant, 
intrepid Talbot's taking [the] infamous villain 
Stanton Hazard, in a Brig of 14 guns ont of Ifew- 
port, after a short action. Talbot was in a small 
sloop [the Aigo] of 12 guns, and had an inferi<nr 
number of men on board to the Tory privateer, 
which was fitted out on purpose to attack & take 
Talbot's sloop.'* ' Hazard was a loyalist, a native 
of Rhode Island, who had made himself obnoxious 
to the people of that vicinity. September 17, Con- 
gress made Talbot a captain in the Continental 
navy.* 

1 Thtmlttdl MSB., ii, 03, Qfi, 237 ; Pqpcrt New Lmdm Hut. Ax-, 
IT, i, 39, 41, 42 ; BetUn OaalU, Septambw 80, 1770. 

* 8«a ate*«, p. 336. ■ BMm GattOt, Angnst, 16, 1779. 

' Rid; Saptambtr 6, 20, 1779i Botton Pott, Octoliar 3, 1770} 
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Oliver Pollook, the oommemal agent of Congress 
at Kew Orleans, had superrision of naval afFairs on 
the Misaiaaippi River and was authorized to oommis- 
sion both vessels and officers for the Continental 
service and for privateers. In commissioning and 
fitting out vessels and in otherwise executing the 
orders of Ccmgress, Pollock was euoouraged and 
assisted b; the Spanish governor of Louisiana, 
Bernardo de Galvez, who was very friendly to Am- 
erican interests. In 1778, Pollock purchased the 
ship Bebecoa, one of several prizes taken on the 
Mississippi by a party of Americans nnder Capttun 
James Willing, who bad come down the river from 
Ohio. A year later this vessel, renamed the Morris, 
hadbeen armed withtwenty-fourgons, fully manned, 
nnder the command of Captain William Pickles, 
and ready for sea, when she was unfortunately 
destroyed by a bnrricane, August 18, 1779, and 
eleven of her crew were lost. Governor Galvez then 
provided an armed schooner for the use of the 
Americans; this vessel seems also to have been 
called the Morris, or Morris's tender. Picklescroised 
in this schooner and '* Captur'd in Septr. a Vessell 
of very superior force in Lake F<mebetrain, after 
a very severe conflict." * The prize was a British 
sloop called the West Florida. She was fitted ont 

TaOet, oh. >t ; Pep. CvrU. Cangr., ST, 193, 107, SOI, SOS (NoTnnlMr 
4, 11, ITTg, FebniuT 28, 1780) ; Mar. Com. LOUr Brat, 256 (Jmn- 
lurj 26, 1779). 

> P<9>. Cinit.C<m?r,,60,0(S«ptembOTl8, 1782); ^porb JfjS&, 
sU,42. 
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by Pollock and under the cotmnuid of Pickles 
omiaed on Lake Pontchartnun during the fall and 
captured a firitish settlement. The surrender of the 
British posts on the Miseiasippi to Galvez soon fol- 
lowed. Later the West Florida assisted the governor 
in the oaptore of Mobile and then proceeded to 
I^iiladelphia, where she was sold out of the Bervioe.^ 
Through Commodore Collier, commanding a 
squadron in Chesapeake Bay in the spring of 1779, 
came the intelligence that " Capt. Henry, B. K., 
Senior Officer in Geor^^ reports in letter dated 
April 16, 1779, from Savannah, Ga., that 2 Bebel 
Galleys, Called Congress and Lee, former of 1 18 
Pounder and one 12 in her Prow, two 9 pdr and 
2 Sixes in her Waste & manned with 100 Men ; 
Hie other with ISO French & carrying one 12 and 
one 9 Pdr. in her Prow, 2 fours and 2 one Fonndera 
beside^ swivels in her Waste, attacked H. M. S. 
Gireenwich & Galleys Comet, Thunder & Hornet 
off Yamasee Bluff, & that action ended with Cap- 
ture of Bebel galleys." This was a death-blow to 
the Geor^a navy, and its revival was made impos- 
sible by British control of the waters of that state 
antU the end of the war.^ 

> Fap. GW. Cwjr.. ", 5, 1B3 (Jaly 10, 1780), ST, 261, 636, 
637, 641 ( Juoary 20, Jiuu T, NorenibeT 20, Deeember 6, 1780), 
SO, 1-13, 66, 77-81, 97, 120-126; Jour. Omt. Coagr., Jul; 10, 
DeoemberS, 1780; <^Mu-iiJUSS., zfi, 7, 10, 10, 22, SS, SO, 41, 42; 
Peon. Qaxtae, Jium 1, 1760 ; Almon, Iz, 350-S65 ; Styiford-Sadc- 
vOU JiS8., 122 ; FaulUn, 307-311. 

* Brit. Adin.Rte., Captain,' Letter*, Nfcl612, 2 (SUj 22, I7T9) ; 
Maon, Tiu, 29S ; Faidlin, 401. 
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Admiral Gtunbier safled for Sngland April 5, and 
tbe day before hia departure, Collier " receired a 
cominiseion as Cotnmodore and Comtnander-in-Chief 
of the King's fleet in America." Of the condition 
<tf this fleet he complained, saying that " the weak 
enfeebled state of the ships, both in point of num- 
bers and of men, give me the most painful sensa- 
tions. I ardently wish to prove myself deserving 
of the great trust I am honoured with, by the most 
spirited exertions." These exertions were first 
directed towards Virginia, " the province which 
of all others ^ves sinews to the rebellion from its 
extensive traffick."^ The British fleet, which sailed 
May 5 from New York for Chesapeake Bay under 
Ccdlier'a command, consisted of the sixty-four- 
gnn ship Raisonable, the Rainbow of forty-four 
guns, "the Otter, Diligent and Haerlem, sloops, 
and Comwallis galley, together with several 
private ships of war and twenty-two transports 
having on board" about two thousand troops 
. onder Qeneral Mathew. The Diligent must have 
been captured before the squadron arrived in Chesa- 
peake Bay.' **At sunrise" on the lOtb, says Col- 
lier, "we saw some rebd ships and vessels in 
Hampton Road with Uteit sails loose, who, as soon 
as the tide admitted of it, got under weigh and 
ran up Elisibetb and James rivers ; our fleet also 
weighed and the Raisonable anchored shortly after 

I BUp/ord'SadanJU MSS., 125. 126 (Collier to QennuB.) 
■ 8w abOTB,fp. 377, 378. 
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in Hampton Boad, bar great drought of water not 
admitting of her going further with conTenieney. 
I immediately shifted my broad pendant to the 
Kainbow and proceeded with the fleet up Elizabeth 
river, till a contrary wind and the ebb tide obliged 
us to anchor. The next morning being oalm pre- 
vented the ships from moving with the flood, on 
account of the narrowness and intricacy of the chan- 
nel." The troops advanced, however, nearly to 
Portsmouth, supported by agalley andtwo gunboats; 
and a breeze springing up, the ships soon followed. 
The American fort on the river was evaeuated. 
Much property was destroyed and many vessels were 
seized by the British, others being saved from the 
same fate by destruction at the hands of the Ameri- 
cans. The Otter and a number of other small vessels 
were sent ap the Chesapeake. " The movements of 
this little squadron were BO judicious that the enemy 
were much harrassed and distressed ; they destroyed 
many vessels and captured others." ^ In a later 
report Collier says : " The fort was raz'd, the sea> 
Bon'd timber for ship buildii^ burnt, the buildings 
and storehouses of the finest yard on this contin- 
ent underwent the same fate ; the sufFerings of in- 
dividuals I endeavoured to prevent all in my power 
and in general happily succeeded, and by it I hope 
have procured many friends to the royal cause." * 

I, Ua; le, ana to 
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Cdliw wiahed toiemain longer and to keeppowe»- 
sicm of this valuable naval statioD, but General Ma- 
thevinsiated that their orders required theirretnm 
to New York. The two large men-of-war and the 
transports thereupon sailed out of the bay, leaving 
the odiers to continue their depredations. A hun- 
dred and tiiir^ American vessek were destroyed or 
taken as well as a vast amount of proper^ on shore.* 
lUohard Henry Lee, wri&ig June 26 to William 
Whipple of the Marine Committee, says of the 
operations of these amaller vessels, left in the bay : 
" They bare already burnt several private booses 
and one public warehouse with between 2 & 800 
hhds of Tobo. and carried off much plunder & 
many n^;roes. Soon as they see the Militia gather- 
ingthey onbark and go to another unguarded place. 
They have 6 VeBaeb : Otter, 16, Harlem, 12 Guns, 
King's Vessels ; Dumuore, 16, Schooner Hammond, 
14, Lord North, 12 Guns, & Fin Castle, 2 throe 
pounders. The 4 last are [Goodrich's] Pirates. 
They say the orders are to bum and destroy all 
before them; an Bastem Man whom they bad 
captured . . . escaped from them when they were 
burning the Warehouse and gave ns the above ac- 
count of their force, which is confirmed by others. 
They land between 60 & TO men when they mean 
to do mischief." ' Lee requests the Marine Com- 

1 Alman, Tiii, 289-205; Pnn. Qaaitt, Jane 9, 1779; Tnwn'i 
Detail of Partiadar Strmxi in ABuriea, ^6-ffl. 
* Faui. Mag, Bitt. and Biogr., Juauttj, 1800. 
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mittee to send two frigstea into the bay, a force 
snfGcient, lie says, to destroy tbe enemy's fleet. The 
Marine Committee had already issued orders for 
the purpose. Aa early as the previous November 
and again in January they had expressed a desire 
to capture or destroy "the infamous Goodrich," 
and Jnne 25, Captun Nicholson of the Deane was 
*' directed to proceed in company with the Frigate 
Boston from the Capes of Delaware into Chesa- 
peake Bay and on your amval there, at Hampton 
or auy Other way, endeaToor to Obttun the best 
intelligence if any of tbe enemies Ships of war or 
Privateers are in the Bay, and if you And there are 
and of snch force as you are able to encounter, yon 
are to proceed up and attack them, . . . taking or 
destroying as many of tbe said Vessels as may be 
in your power." ' The Confederacy was ordered up 
to Chester to prepare for other service, but on 
July 2 was directed to cruise ten days longer with 
the Deaue and Boston. Accounts of this service in 
Chesapeake Bay are lacking, bnt that it was per- 
formed may be inferred from Lee's letter of August 
8 to Whipple, saying : " We are much obliged to 
the Marine Committee for their attention. I see 
the frigates have taken and sent in two prizes, 
vessels of war." * 

1 Mar. Com. Letttr Book, 223. 

* Pom. Mag. Sitt. and Biogr., Jimmrj, 1809 ; War. Con. L^ter 
Bock, 187, 193 (to Navy Botud, BostoD, NoTsmber 16, ITIS, Ju>- 
narj 9, 1779), 223, 224, 225 (to NiolioIw>D and to HudinE, Jon* 
26, Jul; 2, 1770) ; Paa. QatOte, Aogoit 4, 1770. 
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Upoa tbe retnm to New York, May 29, of the 
British fleet from Chesapeake Bay, says Collier, 
" I fomid Sir Henry Clinton on the point of setting 
oS on an expedition up the N^orth Biver and I im- 
mediately determin'd on assiBting in it, carrying 
with me the Baiaonable, Camilla, Vulture, three 
row galleys and two gunboats with the transports 
and troops." l^s exonrsion up the Hudson re- 
sulted in the capture of Stony Point and other buo- 
oesses, which induced Collier to observe : " I hope I 
may now say with some confidence that rebellion is 
thrown on its back and that this campiugn will be 
the last of this unnatural civil war." ^ Stony Point, 
however, vras very soon recaptured by the Amer- 
icans. About this time also the British aloop Haer- 
lem was captured by an American privateer. The 
attention <A the British was next directed towards 
Connecticut, where their trade in Long Island 
Sound was harassed by small privateers and armed 
boats. " The land forces," says Collier's report of 
his expedition against them, ** consisting of 2600 
men commanded by Major-general Tryon, I caused 
to be embarked in transports, and sending the 
Renown, Thames, Otter and two armed vessels to 
block up Kew-London and the East entrance of the 
Sound, I proceeded on the 3d [of July] from New 
York hy the way of Hell Gates with his Majesty's 
ships Camilla, Scorpion, Halifax brig and Hussar 

1 Slipford-Sadnnllt USS., 129 (CoUiBr to Oemmn, Jane 15, 

mo). 
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galley, together with the transportB, and on tlie 6th 
landed the army in two divisions at the town d 
Nevharen, which after an iiregnlaT resistance from 
the rebels, was taken possession of by ns together 
with a small fort at the entrance <A the harbonr, 
which latter we destroyed, after spiking np the guns, 
as also many warehouses filled with stores &c to- 
gether with several vesseb and whale boats. The 
number of hilled, wonnded and missing on our side 
amounted to fifty-six ; that of the rebels we are un- 
aoqounted with, but suppose the nnmbers consid- 
erable. We embarked the troops without loss and 
two days afterwards oar flat boats, covered by the 
galley and gun boats, landed near Furfield, though 
opposed by the militia and some continental troops ; 
the rebels firing from the windows and tops of 
houses occasioned the band of loyal refugees to set 
several of them on fire, which communicating to 
others, burnt the whole town and also several whale 
boats. The troops embarked from thence without 
mol^tatiott and the third day following they were 
landed ag^ in three divinons at the town of Nor- 
walk, which, for the breacherons conduct tA the 
rebels in muideiing the troops from windows of 
houses after safeguards were granted them, was 
deetn^ed, together with five lai^ vessels, two 
privateer brigs on the stocks and twenty whale 
boats." The small town of Greenfield was treated 
in the same manner.^ 
i^M(m,iUi,!i9e,20a,!!99,36G,S56; l^nni, 90-98; CIant,i,110. 
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The instraotiotis of the Marine Committee, of 
Jooe 25, required NiohoIsOD, after disposing of the 
enemy in Chesapeake Bay, to sail at once with the 
Beane and Boston " on a Cmize in which yon are 
to Choose saoh Station as yon think will be best to 
AoGompIish the double pnrpose of intercepting the 
enemies outward bound Transports for New York 
from Great Britain and Irdand and the homeward 
bound West India Ships. We are of Opinion that 
between the Latitudes of 86 and 41, and 100 
Leagnea to the Eastward of the Island of Bermada 
will be your beet Cruizing ground, bat in this we 
do not mean to restrict yon, leaving yon to exercise 
yonr own Judgment, which probably may be as- 
nsted by ioformation Obtained in your Cruise." 
This was to continue until the middle of September, 
or longer if their prorisions lasted, and then they 
were to return to Boston " We have ordered the 
Continental frigates at the Eastward to Cruise for 
the same purposes you are now going on and we 
think it very probable that yon will fall in with 
them. In that case yon or they or any of them are 
hereby directed to Cruise in Company nnder the 
command of the Senior (^oer, and should you be 
joined by any of those frigates and find by any in- 
telligenoe yon may Receive of the situaticm of the 
enemys Sea force at Bermuda that it will be advise- 
able to make an attempt on their Shipping, we 
tectmunend yonr undertakii^ it. . . . We now 
wish to draw yonr attention to the execution of the 
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btuiness before yoo. Tbe great Expence and difi- 
onlty that attends the fitting and mannii^ of our 
Ships must make yon and every Comnumder in Our 
servioe fully senaible how much they Should exert 
themselves to employ them usefully while at Sea. 
This consideration we hope will have dne w«ght in 
your mind and will call forth sooh aotiTe and pru- 
dent behavior as wiU be of Essential Service to 
your Country and add to yoor own reputation and 
the honor of our Flag."^ 

The Deane and Bosbm suled out of Chesapeake 
Bay, July 29, in company with two ships of the 
Vi^inia navy and a convoy of merchantmen, from 
whom they soon parted. A successful cruise of 
about five weeks was made by the two frigates, 
during which they captured eight prizes, including 
four New York privateers ; but the most important 
were the ships Sandwich and Thorn, each of six- 
teen guns. The former was a packet carrying as 
passengers a number of army ofBcers ; the Thorn 
was a sloop of war. The frigates arrived at Boston, 
September 6, with two hundred and fifty prisoners, 
induding a lieutenant-colonel, a major, and three 
naval captMus. Nicholson received tbe congratula- 
tions of the Marine Committee.^ 

On September 21 and 22, the Marine Commit- 

^ Jtar. Com. L^Ur B<wifc, ^3. 

* BoHon Pan, Septembar 11, 1TT9; Boibm Oazttlt, S«pt«mbec 
13, 1779 ; Pfflti. flouOa, September 22, 1TI9 ; Tadc^, 11»~-121 ; 
Mar. Com. Lata B<kA, 2?7, 23S (to Nrnv; Boud, Boeton, wid to 
Nklid«an, September, 18, 19, 1779). 
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tee instructed the Navy Board at Boston to fit oat 
tlie Deane, Boston, and Queea of France as quickly 
as possible for important Bervice at Charleston, 
Soath Carolina. Shortly afterwards Admiral At- 
buthnot at New York reoeiTed informatioQ from 
Boston which led him to believe that these veBsels 
were fitting oat for an attaok on the British post 
in Penobscot Bay.^ Novembar 10, orders were sent 
for the frigates to sail at once. The Deane, perhaps 
because she oould not be made ready in time, was 
subsequently detached from this duty, and the 
squadron, as finally made up under the orders of 
the Eastern Navy Board, November 20, consisted 
of the frigates Frovidenoe, Boston and Queen of 
fVanoe, and the Banger, with Coounodore Wh^ple 
in command. They set sail from Nantasket Beads, 
November 23, and cruised to the eastward of Ber- 
muda. An officer on board the Providence wrote 
home that three days out from Bostoa they " met 
with a severe gale of wind, which lasted about 30 
hours, in which time we sprang our mizen-mast ; the 
Hanger shared the same fate and the Boston sprang 
the head of her mainmast. On the 5th [of Decem- 
ber] we took a privateer brig of 12 guns called the 
Dolphin."' The deetiiiation of the squadron was 
not made known until they had passed Bermada. 
They finally arrived at Charleston December 23.' 
' Stopford'Saetviiie 1133., 147 (AibaUunt to Oemuin, Oetobw 
10, 1778). 

* Indtpendent Clironide, Fabrnmry 24, 1780. 

* Uar. Com. Letter Book, 230, 245 (to NaT; Board, Bortoo, Sep. 
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On August 24 the frigate Confederacy was oi^ 
dered on a sbort Cruiee off the Delaware capeB, 
keeping a lookout for the privateer Eagle of Phil- 
adelphia, expected from St. Eustatios. September 
8 the Confederacy was again ordered up to Chester, 
and on the 17th reodved instmctions for a voyage 
to France, taking aa passenger the French minister, 
Gerard. The Eagle was a ten-gon brigantine sail- 
ing under a Continental oommission in the West 
Indies. Whether or not she returned to Philadel- 
phia at this time is perhaps uncertain, but she waii 
in the West Indies in November and on attempting 
to get into St. Eastatius was headed off and chased 
by six British privateers. She took refuge under a 
fort on the Dutch island of Saba, bat waa cut out 
and captured by the privateers, taken to Nevia and 
condemned by a British admiralty court, in viola- 
tion of the neutrality of Saba.* 

In the orders of September 17, sending tiie Con- 
federacy to IVance, Captain Harding was instructed 
to make the beet of his " way to any Fort which the 
Minister may think proper to direct and on your 
passage you are carefully to avoid coming to action 
with any vessel of equal or superior force. Your 

tombM 21, 22, NoTemlMT 10, 1779J ,' Tacker MSS., November SO, 
1779 i Leg of Banger ; Pain. Mag. Hit. and Biegr., April I8B1, 
joumml of Lwotenant Jennkoa ; IWittr, oh. to. 

1 Mar. Com. Later Botii:, 230,^1, 235 {to H*Ti&ag,JmgaA2i, 
September S, 17, 1779) ; P<p. C«K. Congr., M, 325-897 (June 12, 
NoTember 13, 10, 2G, SO, Deoember 14, 1779, Jannai? 18, 21^ 
Much 21, 23, nao) i Matmdtiuittt Spy, Pebmary 10, 178a 
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Ship being entirely designed for the Accomodation 
of the Minister, yoa are in all things, as far as may 
be, to com^Jy with his wishes and to treat him with 
the respect dae to his character." On his arrival 
in IVanoe he was to report to "his Exoellenoy 
Benjamin FnuikUn, Esqr., Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States at the Court of Versailles." 
After refitting his ship, he was to take on board 
t such Stores for the nse of these States as may be 
offered by the Agents in Fraooe, so as not to io- 
oommode your vessel as a Ship of war, and when - 
you have received the Orders of our Minister, you 
are immediately to make the best of your way back 
to this port or into Chesapeake Bay. ... If yon 
ean procure A Set of good 18 Founders when in 
France and you are of Opinion that the Confeder- 
acy can bear them, yon are at liberty to mount 
them and put those you have now on Deck into 
your hold. We desire yon will be careful of the 
Confederacy, her Materials and Stores and that yon 
will not delay Koy time unnecessarily in France, 
but be diligent for dispatch." Under the same date 
the c(»nmittee wrote to Franklin of the expected 
visit of the Confederacy to France.^ October 17, 
the Confederacy still lying at Chester, Harding re. 
ceived orders to take on board another distinguished 
passenger, John Jay, with bis family. Jay had been 
appointed minister to Spun.' 

The Confederacy sailed soon after this and cleared 

1 Kor. Com. Lttttr Beak, 28S, 236. ■ Atd., 242. 
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tbe Delaware capes October 26. In relating the 
story of this eventful voyage, Harding says that on 
November 7 at five o'clock in the morning, in lati- 
tode 41° 3' longitude 50° 39', " the ship untortnn- 
ately lost her Bow Sprit, Fore Mast, Miun Mast 
and Mizen Mast," in a gale. Six honrs were passed 
in ontting away the wreck of spars, sails, and rig- 
ging, "after which all hands were imployed in oteai^ 
ing the Ship and preparing to get np Jury Masts, 
which would have been done with the Assistanoe 
of my Officers, who behaved themselves exceedingly 
well on the Occasion, in a Very short time, but the 
next day about 7 Odock a.h. in addition to our 
misfortune found the Rudder to be gone, at least 
the head of it Wrung in such a manner that ren- 
dered it entirely useless, in which situation we lay 
Tossing and Drifting with the Wind and Current, 
mftVing use of every Opportunity to secure the Rud- 
der and Refit the Ship in order to proceed on her 
intended Passage till the 28d November." During 
this time the ship had drifted eastward to longi- 
tude 48° 28'. " I, with the advice of Mr. Jay and 
Mr. Gerard, Call'd a Council of my Officers Relative 
to the Ship's prooeediog on her intended passage, 
who nnanimonaly agreed that it wonld be very im- 
prudent to approach the Coast of Europe in the 
eitoation she was then in ; that it woold be impos- 
sible for the Rudder to survive a hard Gale of wind 
without increasing the Leake very much, which was 
Occationed by tbe Rudder's Striking agunst her 
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Stern Post ; that if we'should be Neoesntated to part 
with it, should undoubtedly be thrown into VariooB 
DifficultTS, in Conaequenoe of which the Ship might 
Founder ; that if we should be attached by a Gale 
of Wind inshore, we most ineretably be Cast on 
Shore, and perhaps the greater part of us if not 
the whole fall a sacrifice to onr own folly ; and that 
if we should loose any of Spam or Rig^g we had 
none to Replace them ; that in the situation the ship 
was then in, thought it most prudent to proceed to 
the West Indias. After which I Consulted Mr. Jay & 
Mr. Gerard the latter declining to give any Opinion 
on the Subject, the former gave his Opinion that 
tbe seattments of the Officers Corresponded with 
his and that tbur advice ought in his 0|Hnion to be 
followed."* Thereupon the ship was bronght to 
Mai^niqne, arriving at St. Pierre December 18. 
The two ministera continued their passage to France 
in a French frigate * 

L) tbe fall of 17T9 a change was made in the 
administration of Continental naval affairs hj plac- 
ing them in charge of a smaller executive board. > 
John Brown, secretary of this new body, in a Irtter 
to the Navy Board at Boston says : " Congress hav- 
ing dissolved their Marine Committee did by A Re- 
solve bearing date the 28th of October . . . Consti- 

' Pig>. Cont. Congr^ 71, II, 467 (Haiding to Pnddent of Co»- 
gnu, Deoambw 30, 177S). 

■ BmUm Pan, Fabnuir 19, 1780 ; Bodon Gond*, Fsbnury 91, 
1780; Paptri New London HiiL Boc, IV, i, 61. 

* See abore, p. 33. 
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tate a Board of Admiral^ sad Appointed three 
OommiBBionerg not members of Congress, together 
with two Members of Congress and A Secretary, 
to whose management All Affiurs Behttive to the 
'Continental Na^ are committed, snbject nererthe- 
leaa to the oontronl of Congress." Instnictions and 
TOggeations concerning Tarions matters are given in 
the letter. " As to the Continental Armed V^selB 
still rem^ing at Boston, 70a are hereby authorized 
and directed to send Uiem ont on a orolze in suoh 
Xiatitades as yon may think will be most likely to 
annoy the enemy by Captures."* 

Captun Maoley, after his release from imprison- 
ment and acquittal by court martial for the loss of 
the frigate Hanooek, ^ took command of a Boston 
privateer, tiie twenty-gan ship Cumberland. In 
December, 1778, he sailed for the West Indies, but 
after a short cruise was captured by a British fri- 
gate and taken into Barbadoes. With other pri- 
soners he soon escaped, seized a sloop, got to Mar- 
tinique and thence to Boston in April, 1779. In 
June he took command of the ship Jason, recently 
captured by a Coutinental squadron^ and fitted out 
as a privateer with e^hteen ux-ponnders and a 
hundred and twenty men. The Jason sailed June 
19 and off the Isles of Shoals was chased and 
nearly captured by a British frigate and brig. She 
was saved by a violent thunder squall, which, al- 

1 Mar. CtHH. LeOtr Book, 240 (DeoaiDbw 10, 1779). 
* 8m ab«r», p. 318. ■ Sm abare, p. 878. 
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tbongh it dismasted her, drove the British vessels 
out to sea. A seaman on the Jason vrrote in his 
joomal: " When the sqnall stmck na it hove ob all 
aback, when we clned down. In ten seconds tike 
wind shifted on oar starboard beam and shivered 
car sails. In a few seconds more the wind shifted on 
the starboard quarter and stmok as with sooh force 
that hove us on onr beam ends and carried away 
onr three maats and bowsprit. She immediately 
rioted and the squall wait over."* The crew 
then insisted upon going into port to repur dam- 
ages, but Manley, having qnelled the matinoas, 
succeeded in having masts stepped and the ship 
completely re-rigged at sea in thirty-rix hours; the 
new masts he proonred at Portsmouth. He then 
ooD^ned his cmise. Off Sandy Hooh, July 2S, he 
feD in with two British privateer brigs of sixteen 
and eighteen guns. "The enemy hove upon the 
wind with his larboard tacks on board, run up bis 
courses, hoisted his colours and gave us a broadside. 
Our Captain ordered the sailing master to get the 
best bower anchor out, so that the bill of it should 
take into the fore shrouds of the enemy. It was 
quickly done. The Captain ordered the helm hard 
fr-port, which brought uB along side. The anchor 
caught th^ fore rigging. Our Captain then said : 
'fire away, my btqrn.' We then gave them a broad- 
side which tore her off side very much and killed 
and wounded some of them. The rest all ran below, 
* NoTTatiot ofJodma £aiiu, 4 
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except their captun who stood on the deck like a 
man amazed." The brig was then boarded and 
qtiiokly captured. "When we got disentangled we 
bore away for the other privateer, that began to 
ran from us. We gave her a few shot from our 
bow chasers and she hove too."' The second br^ 
then also surrendered. The British lost thirty killed 
and wotmded ; the Jason three wounded, one of 
them mortally. The prizes were brought safely into 
Boston Harbor. Fearing that his men woold desert 
if he went up to the town, Manley ptooured stores at 
Hull and then coutinned hia cruise. After escajdng 
a British frigate off Nantucket Shoals with a large 
fleet of merchantmen under convoy, which he ran 
into in a £og, Manley cruised to the eastward. Off 
Newfoundland he captured an English bng. Here 
the Jason was ehased by the British frigate Sur- 
prise, of twenty-eight guns and two hundred and 
thirty men. The frigate overhauled the Jason about 
eleven o'clock in the erentng of September SO and 
fired a broadside. " Our ciqitain would not let us fire 
until th^ got abreast of ns. They gave us another 
broadside, which out away some of onr running 
rigging and drove some of our men from the tops. 
We gave them a broadside which silenced two of 
her bow gons. The next we gave her cut away her 
maintopsul and drove her maintop-men oat of it. 
Both sides continued the fire untQ one o'clock. Our 
studding sails and booms, onr suls, rising, yards, 
' Ufarrativt of Jatliia Dovu, 6, 7. 
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&0. vera so cut sway tliat they were uaeleas. Lan- 
tons were hong at the abip'a side, between the 
guns, oa nails, bnt they Boon fell on deck at the 
shaking of the guns; which made it bo dark that 
the men ooold not sea to load the guns. 'Diey 
broke the fore hatches open and ran below. Our 
captain Bent the sailing master forward to see why 
the bow gonB did not keep the fire np, but he never 
retoroed. The captain then sent the master's mate 
on the same errand and he never returned. It was 
therefore thought needless to stand it any longer 
and the captain took the trumpet and called out for 
quarters."^ The Surprise lost fifteen killed and 
thirty wounded, the Jason five killed and a few 
wounded. Mauley was taken to St. Jolm's, New- 
foundland, and afterwards sent to Mill Pristm, 
England, where he remained more than two years.* 

The private armed ship Hampden, of twen^4wo 
gnns, Captain Thomas Pickering, of Portsmouth, 
New Hampehtre, in the early spring of 1779 was 
returning from a cruise in European waters, having 
sent four prizes into France, when on March 7, at 
ten o'clock in the morning, in latitude 47" 15' north, 
longitude 28° 81' west, a sail was sighted. The 
Hampden gave ohase. At five in the afternoon both 
vessels showed their ocJors. The stranger was a 
large ship carrying twenty-six nine-pounders and 

> Davit, 11, 12. 

* JiuigMiufenf CAnmiWt, March 4, 1T70; Boitm OaittU, Mmnih 
8, Norambet 29, 1779 ; BoOott PoU, Jnly 81, 1779 ; Eutx IiuL 
Coli., JannaiT, 1909. 
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eight fours ; at dusk slie was lost sight of, bat 
at daylight was seen agaio, " At 7 am. oame 
nnder her lee quarter within hail, hoisted continental 
colours and gave her a broadside. She kept all her 
guns hous'd till just before we fired, altho' we could 
tell her ports thirteen of a side, a very great dis- 
tance apart ; she retom'd the broadside without any 
damage, with twenty-four nine pounders and eight 
four pounders and bad the advantage of a spar 
deck to cover her men. Being a beautiful large ship 
with two tier of cabin windows we knew her to be 
an East Indiaman and of much superior force, but 
supposing they were badly mann'd, were determined 
to fight her as long as we could. The engagement 
continued till half past Ten, dose alongside, when 
finding our three masts and bowsprit very badly 
wounded, our starboard main shrouds totally gone, 
our rigging and sails cat to pieces, our doable 
headed shott expended, and near twenty of our men 
killed and wounded, were obliged to our grief to 
leave her a mere wreck, her masts, yards, sails and 
rigging cut to pieces. Haring ourselves only the 
foresail which we could set to get off with, the sheets 
being cut away, were obliged to use our tacks. Dur- 
ing the action our brave and worthy commander, 
Capt. IMckering, was killed.*' One other man was 
killed and seventeen wounded, two of them mortally. 
The Hampden arrived at Portsmouth April 20.) 

> Cominental Joumai, April 22, 1779; Jadgtendent ChmUdt, 
April 22, 17TQ. 
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The ship General Mifflin, Giptain McNeill, after 
oroising more than a year in European waters, 
returned in Febmary to Boston, having taken thir^ 
teen prizes. She was also Bucceseful in home iraters 
during the year and fought an engagement with a 
sloop of war.^ The uxteen-gnn ship General Pick- 
ering, Captain Haraden, of Salem, cruised Buccesa- 
fnlly all the year, many of her prizes being armed 
vessels ; among them a foorteen-gnu brig named the 
Hope. In aletter to Timothy Pickering, dated Cape 
Henlopen, October 1, 1779, Haraden says i** I left 
theCapesat Sundown on Tnesday last and at Sunris- 
ing on Wednesday Morning I discovered Two s^ to 
the windward. The Winds being light I hove ont 
two DraggB to keep my Ship from going ahead and 
made all the Sail I could, as though I was running 
from them. They both gave Ch&oe and at 6 P.H. 
they got nigh enough to discover that I was a Cruis- 
ing Vessel. They both hove about and haul'd their 
Wind, I immediately hove about after them, th^ 
crowded all the Siul they oould and Bowed at the 
same time. At snndown the Wind breezed up a 
little and as Kight came on, I kept Sight of them 
with my Night Glass; at 8 p.h. they parted, one 
stood to the Northward & the other to the South- 
ward. I kept in ohaoe of the largest and at 9 p.h. 
She Hove about, being to the Windward ; as she 
past me I hail'd her, but had no answer. Then I 

1 Barion Gatetu, FabrnKT 16, Ortober 2G, ITIQ ; BMton Poit, 
Fsbnury 20, 1119. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



414 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE EBVOLUTION 
gave her a Broadside, but vithout any ^ect that I 
conld perceive ; then I Tackt Ship and gave her an- 
other Broadside and hail'd her. She answered from 
N. York. I Order'd her to haul down the Coloors, 
which they Obey'd instantJy ; very peaceable people, 
like the Hope, thoagh they Had 14 6 £ 4 pounders 
and 88 Men. She proves to be the Royal George 
Cutter, a Letter <^ Marque out of New Tork last 
Tuesday Morning hound to the West Indies and 
waa in Company with a Sloop of 8 Carriage Gona 
from the same plaoe, she being Clean & a Fast Sailor 
got off olear, while I was in Chase of the Cutter." ^ 
In October, off Sandy Hook, the Pickering engaged 
three letters of marque at once — a fourteen-gon 
ship, a ten-gun brig, and an etght^un sloop. After 
an action of an hoar and a half ehe captured all 
three and took them into port.^ 

The sloop Eagle of New London with other pri- 
vateers captured three vessels early in the year and 
in May she took several more. Having manned 
these prizes, the prisoners on board the Eagle out^ 
numbered her crew and. took possession of her. 
They then murdered all the crew, except two boys, 
and took her into Newport.* 

The British sloop of war Thorn, brought into 

> Pichtring M8S., irojt, 179. 

* Pmn.O(uMe,8«ptmahet^,m9;MarflandJauniiU,t)i>eem- 
bei 7, 1T70; BMton Fotl, DMembw 18, ITTQ; BMon OaeOU, 
Deoember 20, 1T79. 

■ BoOonQaaMt, Ma; 17, 31, 1170; Boitim PoJf, Maj22,l'mi 
Pf^MT* Sev Londm Hiit. Boe., 17, i, 10. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



JONATHAN HARADEN 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



NATAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 416 

Boston as a prize liy the frigates Deane and Bos- 
bm in September,! was fitted oat as a privateer ; 
ahe was ship rigged and earned eighteen six-pound- 
ers. Captain Daniel Waters of the Continental 
navy, who had served in Washington's fleet in 
1776, was pot in command of the Thorn; there 
were too few regular ships to give empbyment to 
all Ute Continental ofBoere and it was oommoa for 
Htsxa to sail in privateers. The Thorn sailed on a 
cmise in December. The journal of the first lieu> 
tenant relates that on the 24th at foor o'clock in 
the afternoon, the wind being light, two armed 
brigantines were seen about four miles to wind- 
ward. The Thorn stood off " in order to draw them 
within shot. At 7 p.m. almost calm, our ship in 
order, men at their quarters and in high spirits for 
enga^ng. Calm all night. The next morning, De- 
cember 25, at 6 A.M. the two toigs were on onr 
larboard beam abont two miles distant, light breezes 
from the west ; they, to appearance, were maMng 
preparations for engaging. At 9 a.h. the wind 
sprang up from the S. W. ; made sail for them in 
as good order as circumstances would admit. At 10 
JL.TS. came up with the stemmost, as she was the 
heaviest, and he hailed: From White Hall, and 
ask'd Capt. Waters what right he had to wear the 
18 stars in his pendant. Capt. Waters answered : 
I '11 let yon know presently ; then shifted our ensign 
uid gave her a broadside within pistol shot, which 
1 See nbore, p. 402. 
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she returned, as did the other brig on onr weather 
bow. A warm engagement commenced on both 
sides for about two glasses, when the hiigest brig 
laid us on board on onr weather quarter, whilst 
the other amused as on onr weather bow, who hept 
up a regular fire ; but she upon onr quarter was 
soon oonvinoed of her error, reofflring such a warm 
and well directed fire from onr marines and seeing 
big men running about deck with pikes in th^ 
backs instead of their hands, were undoubtedly 
glad to get off ^;ain. Bat soon shot alongude again 
and renew'd his cannonade with sorpriBing spirit, 
but after two or three broadsides, was obliged to 
haul down what remained of his colours. There 
must have been great slaughter, as the blood was 
seen to ran oat of the scuppers. The other brig see- 
ing her consort had struck, made what sail she 
could to make her escape, but they found us as 
ready to foUow as she was to run, after Capt. 
Waters had ordered the captured brig to follow. 
This engagement lasted aboat four glasses. Capt. 
Waters received a wound in his right knee about 
one glass befon^ the first struck. At S P.H. came 
up with the other, after firing several ohace shot 
thro' her quarter, wh^i with reluctance they hauled 
down their ocdoare. Capt. Waters ordered me on 
board to send the ofBoers on board the Thorn & 
immediately make siul for the other brig, which 
was making from us. Fresh breezes and cloudy 
weather. At 8 p.h. the Thorn hove to, losing 
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nglit of the diace."! The next morning she wu 
nowhere to be seen, but many oais, epars, and 
other wreokage were discovered floating and it was 
supposed that she had sunk. Subsequently it was 
learned that tinder, cover of the nig^t she had man- 
aged to escape. These two brigs were prirateers 
from New York ; one, the Governor Tryon, which 
escaped, carried sixteen gnns — twelves, sixes, and 
fours — and e^hty-six men; the other, the Sir 
William Erskine, carried eighteen six- and fonr- 
ponnders, and eighfy-five men. The Thorn lost 
eighteen killed and wounded, the Erskine twenty. 
Upon learning of this exploit, John Adams, then in 
Paris, sent to the French " minister a Boston Ga- 
zette of 21st February, in which is a relation of a 
glorious combat and cruise of my countryman 
Captain Waters, of the Thorn. . . . There has not 
been a more memorable action this war, and the 
feats of our American frigates and privateers have 
not been sufficiently published in Europe. It would 
answer valuable purposes, both by encouraging 
th^ honest and brave hearts and by exciting em- 
ulations elsewhere, to give them a little more than 
they have had of the fame they have deserved. 
Some <rf the most skillful, determined, persevering 
and successful engi^mente that have ever happened 
upon the seas have been performed by American 
privateers ^ajnst the privateers from New York, 
. . . and have seldom been properly described 
> BoHoH Gauttt, Fabniar; 21, 1760. 
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and pabliBhed even there." ^ January IS, 1780, the 
Thorn fell in with the British ship Sparlin of 
e^hteen guna, bonnd from Liverpool to New York, 
and captured her after an action of tor^ minntes. 
The American loss was one killed and two wounded, 
the British lost three killed and ten wounded. The 
Thorn brought the Erekine and Sparlin safely into 
Boston, arriving in Nantasket Boada Fehruaiy 17, 
1780." 

> Wharton, iii, 6G0, Adam* to Qmat, Maj S, ITSa 
■ Botfon P<Mt, FtiiiTtmrr 10, 1780 ; Baton Qazttu, rtbramrj 21, 
1780. For further InfonuatUTn about privateen ud thalr priiw 
in 1770, aee Boitan Gaxeltt, January 18, Fthraaij IG, Marok 8, 
22, April 26, June 14, Angtut 2, SeptemlMr 27, 0<itab«r 4, 18, No- 
TMuber 20, Deoamber 13, 20, 1770; BoitoB Fon, Fsbrnary 6, 
April 10, May 1, 22, July 3, 10, OotoUr 2, 1770; Indgrnidnt 
Lidgtr, Hay 10, October 11, 1779; Finn. QaxetU, May 12, Sep- 
tsmber 29, Ootobei' 6, 177Q ; Fonn. Fatitt, May 20, August 10, 
Ostober 14, December 25, 1770 ; Maryland JoanuU, Juoary 12, 
1770 ; Nan York Packa, October 21, 1770 ; Pt^ier* JTno Londm 
Hitt. Soe., IV, i, 0-16; Prcc U. 8. JToo. Intl., June, 1011 ; Ma- 
olay'i Jfiuet Broim, olu.Ti,'Tu,Tm; Bamty, 77-60; Clark, i,oIi. 
tU; WiUianu, 245; Pidcering M88., xtU, 207. For oroiM of a 
New Turk psTateer, see Aatr. Hut. Bev^ Jtaaazj, 1002. 
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CHAPTER Xn 

THE PENOBSCOT KEPBDITION, 1TT9 

Fob the third time vithin a oentoi; a militaiy e^ 
peditjon of isaportanoe and magnitude, oonaideriog 
the resonnes of the comnmnity, was fitted oat at 
Boston for serrioe against a foreign enemy. In 
1690 the forces of tlie oolanj under Fhipa attempted 
the oonqneat of Quebeo ; in 1745, led by Pepperellf 
Utey captured Louisbu^;^ and now in 1779 the 
citizens of MassachuBettB assumed, practically alone, 
Uie burden of a new enterprise, an effort to repel 
an invasion of their territory. About the middle of 
Jane eight hundred or more British troops from 
Halifax, convoyed by three sloops of war under tbe 
command of Captain Mowatt, entered Penobscot 
Bay and took possession of the peninsula of Maja- 
bagaduce or Bagadnoe, now called Castine. The 
object of this move was the establishment of a new 
province, fumislung a home for many of the nnm- 
eroofl loyalists under Bridsfa protection in Nova 
Scotia and elsewhere and at the same time serving 
as a bulwark for British possessions farther east 
and as an advanced military post convenient for 
operating against New England.' 

1 Ezpsditlatiaagaiiiat A^aduimdaTCrianftUCIinidiaitdHaMh 
in 1704 and HOT miglit sIm ba meatioiiBd. 

■ Sitl. Man. Com., Amtr. 1£8S. in Bcjfcd Intl., i, 284 (Oeimain 
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When tlie news of the British occupation reached 
Boston the General Court was in session, and it 
was soon determined to drive out the enemj if 
possible, before he had had time to strengthen his 
positicm. Preparations were made with energy and 
a militaiy and naval force was soon oif;anized, al* 
though the full number of militia called for oould 
not be obtained. Application was made to the Con- 
tinental Congress for the services of three national 
vessels at that time in Boston Harbor and they 
accompanied the expedition. New Hampshire oon. 
tributed one vessel. All the rest of the force was 
made up and the expense borne by Massachnsetts.' 
The fleet organized for this enterprise consisted 
of nineteen armed vessels and twenty or more trans- 
ports. The Continental vessels were the frigate 
Warren, 82, Commodore Saltonstall, the brig Dili- 
gent, 14, Captain Brown, and the sloop Providence, 
to Clintoo, S«ptemb« 2, 1778), 381 (Clinton to Qeneral MoLemn, 
Febrnmry 11, ITIS), 393, 416, 480, 440 {BorreBpondenoe Tclatingta 
pnpowd aaiznie of PBDobaeot), 462-462 (letteim of MoLeBD, 
Mowatt, eto., from PsDobaoot, JanB, 1779). 

* The prinoipal origiiul anthoritdei foi tLe PenabMot Eipe^ 
tion ue : Mau, Arehivt* ud RtB. Belli ; Qeneral Lav^i Joarmd, 
pnblithedby Wtymouih Hiil. Sue., 1881 ; Jtmrnai of tit PrivaUer 
sup Staler, printed in ffitl. Mag, Fsbniai;, 1804 ; Tarioni paper* 
in Wbeder'* HiOorg of Ciutint ; letten pnUidwd b; tbe SUte of 
HMsaobiuetta in Froctedingi of the Gmtral AnenUf rtlatii^ to . 
Ii« Fenoticot Sxpiditian, 1780 ; oontemporaiy newspapera, e.g., 
BoXm 0<aetu, AagoMt 9, September 27, December 27, 1779, 
Maiob 18, 2C>, April 1, 6, 15, 1782 ; Boitm Poit, Jnl; 10, 1779 ; Con- 
iinenlal Jounial, Jannarj 6. 1780 ; Lendmt Cknuitie, Septembei 2S, 
38, 1770; Brit. Adm. Bavrdi, Caplaitu' LeOet and CtgHain^ 
Zfifi Mmon, Tlii, 862-8C9. 8m iIm Tamn, 1Q2-11G. 
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12, Captun Hacker. The state navy furnished the 
brigs Hazard, Active and Tyrannicide of fourteen 
gems each, oonunandedhy Captains Williams, Hallet, 
and Cathoart. The Diligent and the Active had re- 
cently been taken from the British. In addijion to 
these six vessels, twelve privateers were taken into 
the service of the state, the owners being guaran- 
teed against loss. Four of these privateers carried 
twenty gnns each and four others eighteen guns, 
while of the remaining four there was one sixteen, 
two foDiteens, and one eight. Eight of the priva- 
teers were ship-rigged. One vessel was furnished 
by New Hampshire, the twenty^un ship Hampden, 
a privateer temporarily taken into the service of 
that state. The fleet carried over two bandied guns, 
a lai^ proportion of them probably light ones, and 
more than two thousand men ; Saltonstall was in 
command. The military force on board the trans- 
ports it had been intraided to reomit to the number 
of fifteen hundred men, bat owing to hurried pre- 
parations, less than a thousand apparently embarked 
tm the fleet ; and they, according to the testimony 
of the officers, were a very inferior set of men, even 
for militia. These troops were nnder the orders of 
General Solomon Lovell, with General Peleg Wad» 
worth second in command and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Paul Revere in charge of the artillery .* 

On Jane 26, the General Court made provision 

for " Nine tons of Flour or Bread, Nine Tims of 

> Cmirt BeiMrdi, Jnna 24 ITTO. 
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Sitse, Eighteen Tons of Salt Beef, blz hundred Gal- 
IcniB of Rum, six hundred CiallonB of Molasses, five 
hnndred stand of fire Aibib^' ^ July 13, Commo- 
dore Saltonstall was instrnoted by the Board of 
Wax " to take every measnre & nee your utmost 
EndeaTonrs to Captivate, Kill or destroy the Enemies 
whole Force both by Sea & Land, & the more effect- 
nally to answer that purpose, yon ore to Consult 
measares & preserve the greatest harmony with the 
Commander of the Land Forces, that the navy & 
army may Cooperate & assist each other."' It 
wotdd hare been well if this injunctioQ had beeo 
strictly heeded. Lack of cooperation between army 
and navy, a cause that has brought disaster upon 
many a joint expedition, was to have its baleful 
effect on this. Another source of weahness was 
Saltonstall's incompetency. It was also unfortmiate 
that the necessity for prompt action, with a view 
to forestalling reinforcements of the enemy, made 
it impracticable to enlist the number of men that had 
been considered essential for the success of the en- 
terprise. Moreover, for the important and difficult 
work in prospect, that of assaulting fortifications, 
a fair proportion at least of regular troops should 
have been incorporated with the force. The fleet 
sailed from Boston July 19. They proceeded first 
to Townsend (Boothbay Harbor}, the appointed 
rendezvous, where it bad been expected that the 
full complement of men would be made up, but the 
1 Cmal Beeordt. ' Mm. Archiva, exlr, 89- 
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general was disappointed. Unffilling to delay, he 
set Biul again on tlie 24tli.' 

Information of the departure of this expedition 
reached English ears no earlier perhaps than might 
have been expected. Commodore Collier wrote from 
New York July 28 : "I reoeiyed this morning cer- 
tain intelligence that an arnuunent sailed from Bos- 
ton on the 21et instant to attack his Majesty's new 
settlement in Penohsoot Biver. ... I intend put- 
ting to sea at daylight tomorrow," ' in pursuit. While 
the doop Providence was fitting out at Boston, 
Lieutenant Trerett, who had long served on board 
that vessel, decided to remain at home and attend 
to his private business, saying that he had " no pais 
ticular inclination to go to Penobscot, for I think 
the British will get information either at New York 
or Newport before our fleet can get ready to sail 
and if they do, I know that three or four large 
British ships can block them in and that will be the 
last of all our shipping."^ 

The fleet arrived in Penobscot Bay July 25, in 
the afternoon. There were three British sloops of 
war in the harbor, the North, of twenty, and the Al- 
bany and Nautilus of eighteen guns each. Nine of 
the American ships, in three divisions, stood towards 
these TOBsels, hove^to and engaged them. There was 
a brisk fire for two hours without much effect. In 
a report to the President of the Massachusetts Coon- 

> Weymoatk HuL Soc, 1881, BttUi o/Levea, oh. tu. 

■ MmoH, Tiii, 866. * £. I. Hitl. Mag., Ootober, 1880. 
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cil, dated three days later, Genend Lovell says: 
" I the same evening attempted to make a lodgment 
on Majorbf^^uce, but the wind springing up reiy 
strong, I was obliged to desist, lest Uie first division 
might suffer before they could be supported by the 
second. On the 26th I took possession with the 
marines, supported by General Wadsworth's divi- 
sion, of an island in the harbour, beat tbem off, took 
4 pieces of artillery and some ammunition." ^ The 
landing was made on Naatiloa Island, also known 
as Banks Island. Captain Cathoart of the Tyranni- 
cide says of this afiair that "on the 26tb July a 
Council was held on board the Warren, where it was 
^reed that each Ship or Armed Vessel should fur- 
nidi such a Number of Marines to take possessioa 
of Banks's Island on the South side of the Entnmce 
of Bagaduoe River under cover of the Sloop Prov- 
idence, Brig Pallas & Defence." ' An officer on board 
the ordnance brig, presumably Severe, g^ves an- 
other account of this episode, dated July 29, say- 
ing that " the marines attacked an island where tbe 
enemy had a battery of 2 guns ; they were com- 
manded by Captain Welsh of the Warren. I sent 
one field piece to support them ; they landed under 
cover of three vessels. The enemy quitted it with 
precipitation, 1^ their edonrs flying and fonr pieces 
of cannon, two of them not monnted. We immedi- 
ately built a battery there and mounted two 18 and 
<nie 12 pounder. This island is directly opposite to 
1 BiMm Gaxette, Avgturt 9, 1179; * Btv. tUiU, n^, 118. 
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tlie enemy tad oommaDcIs the moath of the har^ 
bour,"^ This battery forced the British ships to 
shift their anobor^;e further np the harbor.' 

On the 27th there seems to have been lack of 
harmony between the military and nantl command- 
ers and a misnnderstanding about Q» landing of 
the marines in an attack on the peninsola of Bitga- 
duoe. The importance of prompt and energetio ac- 
taoQ was appreeiated by some of the anbordimite 
naval officers, who presented to the commodore on 
that day a petition in which they ** Would fiepre- 
sent to your Honour that the most spedy Exertions 
should be used to accomplish the design we came 
upon. We think Delays in the present Case are 
extremely dangerous, as our Enemies are daily For- 
tifying and Strengthening themselves & are stimn^ 
lated so to do, being in daily Expectation of Kein- 
forcement " ; they did not wish to advise or censure, 
but only *' to egress our desire of improving the 
present Opportunity to go Immediately into the 
Harbour & Attack the Enemy's Ships." ^ It was 
the opinion of these offioers that tbe capture of the 
British post at Bagadnce would be greatly facili- 
tated and hastened by removing the ships which sup- 
ported it. By evening arrangements had been made 
for landing the marines on the peninsula. At three 

1 Boton Oaxtat, An^iut 9, 1T79. 

' HiH. Mag., Febnuir, 1304; Whtdtr, 2QS, Jonmal of John 
C>l«t ; Brit. Adm. Bee., Captnuu' Logi, S<m- 23 ud 630, Utga of 
tlw AlbuiT Bud Nmtiln*. 

* Jfiuf. Arekiva, tah, SO. 
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the next moniiiig the commodore ordered Cathcart 
" to be^in to fire into the Woods with an Intent 
to scower them of the Enemy, which was Immedi- 
ately obey'd." * < 

Karly on July 28 the attack was made on Baga- 
duoe. The Warren engi^ed the British ships at 
long range and they moved still farther up the har- 
bor, to escape the fire of the battery on Nautilus 
Island. Lovell says : " This momii^ I have made 
my lauding good on the S. W. head of a Peninsula 
which is 100 feet high and almost perpendicular, 
very thieUy covered with bnsh and trees. The men 
ascended the precipice with alacrity and after a very 
smart conflict we put them to the rout. They left 
in the woods a number killed and wounded and we 
took a few prisoners ; onr loss is about SO killed 
and wounded. We are within 100 rods of the ene- 
mies main fort, on a commanding piece of ground. 
I hope soon to have the satisf aotaon of informing you 
of the capture of the whdle army."' "We landed 
in three divisions," says Colonel Bevere, '*the 
marines on the right, CoL Mitchell on the left, and 
Col. Mc. Cobb, the Tolunteeis and my corps in the 
centre. The land being so monntunous and full of 
wood that our cannon could not play, I landed with 
my small arms, the whole force nnder cover of two 
ships and three brigs, who drew near the shore and 
kept up a constant fire into the woods till we began 
to land. The enemy's greatest strength lay upon 

1 Btv. BoiU, zzziz, lis. * Boton Oaztat, Aogatt Q, JT79. 
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our right, where the marines landed ; they had three 
hundred in the woods. As soon as the right landed 
they were hriskly attacked. The enemy had the 
most adrantageons place I ever saw ; it is a bank 
above three hundred feet high and so steep that no 
person can get up it but by pushing himself up by 
bushes and trees, with which it is oovered. In less 
than 20 minntee the enemy gave way and we pnr- 
sned them. They left twelve dead on the spot, 8 
wounded and about 10 prisoners. We lost about 35 
killed and wounded. We took possession of a height 
near their fort and are sow building a battery to 
play apon tbem. I expect to pat two 18 pounders, 
one 12, two 4, and a bowitz on shore this day. 
I am in hopes that if the ships go into the harbour 
today [July 29], as it is said they will, and take 
their ships, we shall hare an easy conquest. In the 
afternoon we took another battery of three 6 pound- 
ers, upon which they abandoned it and went into 
their fortress." ^ Another officer puts the American 
loss at ten killed and twenty wounded.' 

On the 29th, aooording to Gathcart, it was agreed 
that the ships should go in and attack the raiemy's 
squadron, but tbe next day, at a council of war on 
bofud tbe Warren, Saltonstall said there was no 
sufficientreasottfotthe ships' goingin. Atthistime, 
July SO, a galley arrived from Boston and three 
days later was sent back with Lovell's dispatches. 

t Bo$ton Oattttt, AiigaM 9, 1779. 

* Ibid.; Wheder, 29G ; m$t. Mag., Febnuur, 1864. 
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Frequent conncOs were lield on the TTairen, bnt 
vith little nsnlt. The marines gave some assistance 
to the army, bnt vith this exception the navy was 
of little serrice. The commodore, upheld by the 
privateer captains, remiuned inactive day after day, 
apparently incapable of coming to a decision. He 
seems to have feared the exposure of his shipB to 
the fire of the fort while attacking the enemy's ships 
and to have insiated that the fort should be cap- 
tured first ; whereaa Lovell's force was insufficient 
to justify an assault on the stronghold supported as 
it was by the British ships. Meanwhile the army 
erected batteries at different points for the reduc- 
tion of the fort, if possible, and far the annoyance 
of the little squadron, which it would seem might 
easily have been captured, destroyed, or driven 
away at the outset of operatdons by the vastly su- 
perior American fleet. August 6, Lovell notes in 
his joomal : " I wrote a Letter to the Commodore 
desiring an answer whether he wou'd or whether he 
wou*d not go in with his Ships & destroy the Ship> 
ping of the Euemy, which oonnst only of three 
Stoops of war, when he returned for answer, if I 
wou'd storm the f«rt he wou'd go in with his Ships, 
upon which I called a Council, t^e result of which 
was that in onr present situation it was impractica- 
ble, with any prospect of Success." A simultaneous 
attack by army and navy might have sncceeded. 
Ixtvdl himself, perhaps, was moved by excess of 
prudence ; bnt he lacked oonfidence in hia men. 
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Kotwithstanding the steadiDess with vbich the mili- 
tia with the help of the marineB, carried the preci- 
pitous heights of Bagadnce on July 28, part of their 
snbseqnent behavior oonvinced the general of their 
unreliable character. He continued to urge more 
naval activity and wrote to the commodore August 
11 : " The destraotion of the Enemy's ships must 
be effected at any rate, although it might cost us 
half our own." * 

Meanwhile the compiodore had had a somewhat 
ridiouloas adventure Aagust T, described in Lovell's 
journal: "A Boat from the Hazard with Comr 
Saltonstall, Capts Waters, Williams, Salter, Holmes 
& Burke were a reconnoitering up a Cove nigh the 
Enemy's Ships ; on their discorering them thej im- 
mediately seat 8 Boats armed, to hem them in. 
They so far succeeded that they made a prize of 
the Boat, but the Gentlemen took to the Bush and 
escaped being made priaouers." After a circuitous 
tramp through the woods the naval ofEoers rejoined 
their friends. 

Immediately after the council of war on August 
6 another express had been sent to Boston with 
dispatebee from the general, but with no report 
from the commodore. The Navy Board of the East- 
em District noticed this omisBion in a letter to 
Saltonstall dated Angnet 12, in which they went 
on to say : <' We have for sometime been at a loss 

1 Wluder, SIO, XomV ( Jinmal ,- £». fioUt, xxzix, 113; flut. 
Mag., Febtnary, 1864. 
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to know why the enemy's ships have not been at- 
tacked, nor does the resnlt <d this Coimcil give us 
any satiB&ction on that head ; it is agreed on all 
hands that they are at all times in your power. If, 
therefore, yonr own seoority or the more advanta- 
geons q>erations of the anny did not require it, 
why should any business be delayed to another day, 
tiiat may as well be done this? Our apprehensions 
of your danger have ever been fram a reinforce- 
ment to Uie enemy; yon can't erpect to remain 
much longer without one. Whatever, therefore, is 
to be done, abonld be done immediately, both to 
prevent advantages to the enemy and delays if yon 
are obliged to retreat. As we presume yon wonld 
avoid having these ships in jronr rear while a r«n- 
f orcement appears in front, or the necessity of leav- 
ing &iem behind when you retire yourself; with 
these sentiments we think it our duty to direct you 
to attack and take or destroy them without delay, 
in doing which no time is to be lost, as a reinforce- 
ment are im>bably on their passage at this time. It 
is therefore onr orders that as soon as you receive 
this you take the most effectual measures for the 
capture or desbruction of the enemy's ships, and 
with the greatest dispatch the natnre and sitoation 
of things will admit of."^ Hiese urgent instruc- 
tions, s^ed by William Vernon and James War- 
ren, might possibly have produced some effect, had 
they been issued and forwarded several days earlier ; 
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bat it was too late, as was also an application to Gen- 
eral Gates for aid, wliiob liad recently been made 
by the Massachusetts Conncul. 

By the time the American forces had been in 
Penobscot Bay between two and three wedcs the 
fort on Bagaduoe peninsnla, which at first had been 
a mere breastwork, was becoming stronger every 
day and was already a formidable structure. At hut, 
August 13, when General Lovell, hoping for succor 
from Boston, was still besieging this work and pre- 
paring for a possible assault, the enemy's reinforce- 
ments appeared. The Active and Diligent since 
July 30 bad been cmising off "the Mouth of tbe 
Bay in order to make Uie earliest Discoveries of an 
Enemy's Approach," when "on the 13th Inst. 2 
P.H. Discovered five Sail Standing into the Bay."* 
Two others came in sight, making a force of 
one ship of tbe line, five frigates and a sloop of war. 
The Diligent ran in at once to notify the commo- 
dore and the Active joined tbe fleet tbe next day. 
There was a disposition at first, no doubt encour- 
aged by the more resolute commanders, to make a 
stand with the fleet, and tbe ships were drawn up 
in the form of a orescent, but at another coimcil it 
was decided that the British fleet was too strong to 
engage and that the only alternative must be 
adopted, which was to run up the river. The cap- 
tains evidently bad no confidence in their leader and 
little hope of his making a determined resistance. 
.> ilati. Archtva, oxIt, 207. 
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Meanwhile, npon first receiving information of 
the approach of British reinforcements, the army 
had hastily embarked on the transports and the whole 
fleet made every effort to get as far np the river as 
possible. All bnt two of the vessels escaped capture, 
yet only to be destroyed by their crews after landing, 
to prevent their falling into the enemy's hands. The 
New Hampshire privateer Hampden and the ship 
Hunter, one of the laj^est and best of the Massa- 
chusetts privateers, were taken by the British. The 
Hunter was run ashore and her crew escaped before 
captore. Captain Salter of the Hampden says that 
when the fleet got under way tite enemy was a league 
and a half astern and that he set all sail, bnt "my 
Ship Sailing heavc^ the enemy Soon came np With 
me, three frigetes, and fiered npon [me] one after ye 
outher, & cntt away my rigen & Stages &o, and 
huld me Snndrey times & wounded Sum of my 
men. I found it Emposable to Joyane our fleet 
t^in ; was obliged to Strik, all thou Contray to my 
welL" ^ 

The British squadron, that caused this reverse 
of fortune for the American arms, oimsisted of the 
SLzty-fonr-gun ship Raisonable, two thirty-two^nn 
frigates, the Blonde and Virginia, the Greyhound 
of twenty -eight guns, and the Camilla and Galatea 
of twenty guns each, and the fourteen-gnn sloop 
Otter, and was under the command of Commodore 
Collier. He received information of the expedition, 
> Mail. ArchivtM, oxIt, 44; WhuUr, SOS (Calefi joonial). 
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JiUy'28, and sailed from Sandy Hook, Augost 3. 
According to the log of tlie Blonde, at half-past 
twelve in the aftei'noon of August 15, " the Kebel 
fleet got under weigh & formed a Line of Battle, 
we, the Galatea. & Virginia being the Headmost 
ships, the Beisooable, Gr^honnd & Camilla about 
6 or 7 miles a stam." At half-past one " saw the 
Rebels forming a Line of Battle ; ns tc^ther vriiii 
the Vlr^nia & Galatea pursued the 21 sail of Reb- 
els & Drove them before us without ihe Return of 
a single shot. At 8 two Ships & a Brigg hauld 
round to the S. W., trying to get Down the western 
passage of Long Island ; us & the Galatea hanld 
dose to the Iforth End & cut off their Retrait. 
They then wore & stood after the Body of the fieet; 
the Galatea Pursued the Bri^ & Drove her on shore, 
we then standing after the Ships & fired several 
shot at them. At 4 one oi the Ships mn on shore, 
ye Galatea sent her 2 Boats to Board her, but find- 
ing the Rebds to be armed on the Beach, returned 
on bd & made sail after ns, leavetng them to the 
Command of our Rere, the Albany, Nautilus & 
North Just Coming out of Magebacduce River. At 
^ past 4 fired several shot at the other ship & Huld 
Her, as did the Yiiginia. At 5 she etruok to us ; 
sent a Boat with an Officer to board Her, which 
she did, & made sail after as. At 6 npewards of 20 
sail of small Veeaels ran on shore, the most of them 
ibey set fire to, which Oblig'd as to anchor." At 
seven o'clock the Greyhoand got into shoal water 
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and anchored. Abont the siune time the AmerioanB 
set fire to a sloop and sent her down the river. 
" Sent 2 Boats man & armed, Cat her Loose & tvod 
Her on shore ; sent 3 Boats to Board a schooner & 
bring her to Anchor, she proved to be Laden irith 
provisions. At 10 saw the Skyrocket on fire, at ^ 
pst saw the Greyhound afloat again ; Virginia an- 
chord with the Gr^hd ^ a mile below na. At 8 
Discovered Nnmbr of small boats pairing to & fro 
from the small Craft to the shore Forts ; a Broad- 
side of Bound & Cirape shot at them. At 9 the 
Boats retnmed from ye pri^e Hamdon of 22 Oons. 
At 5 A.H. made rig^ for all Lieuts that the Boats 
maud & armed to attack tin small Vessels. At 11 
made the Signal & weighd, But the wind falling 
earn, . . . sent the pinnace to Beconnitre the En- 
emys Vessels." The next day the Blonde with other 
British vessels continued the pursuit up the rivet ; 
they saw the Warren on fire two miles above, 
" heard the Ezplosation & saw the smoke of sev- 
eral Vesseb on fire above her." The loss on board 
the Albany, Ifortb, and Nautilus during the siege 
was trifling: four killed, nine woonded, and eight 
missing.^ 

The British fleet, although carrying fewer men 
and fewer but doubtless much heavier guns than the 
American, was far too powerful for an irregular, 
1 Brit. Adm. Bv)., d^UUiu' LdtvM, No. 1012, 3 (Collier, Aoffoit 
SO, 1T79), Na 2121, 16 {Uowmtt, September 19, 1779), C<g>ta«uf 
logi. No*. 23, lis, IS7, 420, 630 (It^ of the Albany, Blonde, 
Camilla, Qreyhonnd and Nantilus). 
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heterogeneous armament, made np mostly <^ imdi»- 
mpUned privateers to engage, with any h(^ of suc- 
cess. Unity of action and mntual . sappoit in an 
emeigenc^ oonld not be expected of such a foroe. 
The oommittee of the MasBachnsetts General Court, 
which inqnired into the affair, reported, October 7, 
that t^ total destmotion of the fleet was occasioned 
principally by " the Commodore's not exerting him- 
self at all at the time of the retreat in opposing 
the enemy's foremost ships in puranit." With the 
pnrsoing British extended over a long line, a reso- 
lute and shiUful commander, backed by disaplined 
and subordinate captfuns, might have stmok a blow 
of some effect at the enemy ; but probably under 
the ciictunstances the best coarse was foUowed in 
depriving them of a onmfoer of valuable prizes. The 
fault lay in the earlier, inexcusatde inaction. Col- 
lier siuled from Sandy Hook August 3. Before that 
date, if the small British squadron in the bay had 
been disposed of at the outset and if proper support 
had been given to die army, General Lovell should 
have been able to carry the half-fintshed fort and 
would probably have be^i in possessioD of the whole 
i^on, even with his inadequate force. The l^ps- 
lative committee of inquiry expressed the opinien 
that if liovell had "been famished with all the 
men ordered for the service or been properly sup- 
ported by the Commodore, he would probably have 
reduced the enemy " ; and added that the naval 
oommaiidera in the service of the state " behaved 
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like biaTfl, experienced, good officers thronghoat 
the whole expedition." ^ 

The need of reinforcing LoTell had been appr^ 
ciated and when the MaBsachosetts Council applied 
to Creneral Gates, Aagust 8, a regiment of the 
Continental army, of four hundred men, was detailed 
for this service. Theydidnot getaway from Boston, 
however, until after the disaster at Penobscot. Upon 
receiving information of diis, Angost 19, they at 
once pnt into Pmrtsmont^ in the fear of falling in 
wi& some of Collier's shqw.' If the inadequacy of 
Lovell's force had been realized in the beginning 
and the reinforcement had been acdied for at once, 
it would have reached the Penobscot in time. The 
whole affair is a record of blnnd^v and lack of 
foresight. 

Leaving the wrecks of their fleet strewn along 
the banks of the river, the unhappy soldiers and 
sailors of the Penobscot etpeditioQ found their way 
back to Boston through i3» wilderness. The disaster 
had a depressing effect in Massachusetts. A heavy 
debt, estimated at seven million dollus, was imposed 
npon the state, but the humiliation of the af^r was 
felt eveu more keenly. As General Sullivan said 
of it, the expense waa '* not so distressing as the 
disgrace."* It has been held ihai this enterprise 
was not only mismanaged and doomed to fulure, 

1 Ba4lm GazttU, Desembra 27, 1T79; Free, of Oai. AMmnMi/, 
27-29. 

■ Ibid., 21 ; Thaobei'a Mailary Journal, 106-188. 

* 8paHt»M88.,ix,2. 
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but was ill-oonoeiTed and would have bees ootnpan- 
tively useless, at least not joBtif^ring the cost, even 
if sucoessful ; but another view may perhaps with 
some reason be entertained. In the first place the 
establishment of a hostile post within striking dis- 
tance of Boston naturally caused apprehenuon and 
its removal was an object worth considering. More- 
over, success justifies much, and more than material 
advantage is to be considered. In this case victory 
wDuld have brought prestige to the American arms 
and would in some degree have inspired confidence 
in the ultimate happy conclusion of the war, with 
animating effect on tbe supporters of the patriotic 
cause, who had met with much discouragement. 

The end of SaltonstaU's career in the Continental 
service was near. The committee of inquiry rqiorted 
that tbe principal reason for tbe disaster was " want 
of proper spirit and energy on the part of tbe Com- 
modore." * It is an interesting question for specu- 
lation whether a more *' proper spirit and enei^ " 
would have been displayed by Captain Hopkins, 
who had recently been displaced by Saltonstall in 
command c^ the frigate Wanen? and who other- 
wise would doubtless have led the American fleet 
into Penobscot Bay. A few weeks after the report 
of the committee, Saltonstall was tried by conrt 
martial on board tbe frigate Deane in Boston Har- 
bor and was dismissed from the navy. 

The British held Bagaduce until the end of tbe 
1 BoUon GaxtUe, Dmembei 27, 1T19. * See abore, p. 3T6, 
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war, but they mm not entirely unmolested. Jnst 
within a year the sting of defeat was in a slight 
meaenre alleviated, according to the following 
account of a sntall but successful expedition : " A 
few days ago a detatdunoit from the troops under 
General Wadsworth went up Penobscot-river, hav- 
ing pass'd the foit in whale-boats in the night, and 
took two sloops which had been weighing up some 
of the cannon lately belonging to our privateers 
which were burnt there. They had got 8 cannon 
on board and were coming down the river, littU 
detecting to be conducted by our people ; but Capt. 
Mowat had the mortification to see them passing 
down by the fort, out of his reach however, in 
' triumph. They fired at the fort to vex the enemy 
and got safe away. Mowat followed them to Camp- 
den, but General Wadsworth having dravm np his 
men and made a breastwork to frighten the enemy, 
he and his ship were obliged to meach back again, 
and we are in full possession of the vessels which 
were intended to invest our coasts. General Wadfr- 
worth has taken 40 prisoners, indnding the men 
who were on board these vessels." * 

* BcumiOontfa, J11I7IO, 1780;^mim,x,S27. 
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A CBUSG ABODHD THE ^BTTIBH IBLE8, 1T79 

The frigate Aniance, Giqitain Landus, with La£ay< 
ette on board, uriTed at Brest Febmaiy 6, 1779, 
after a passage of twenty-three days from Boston. 
The vo7^;e had not been without incident. Two 
vessels were captured and the frigate lost her main 
topmast in a storm. February 2 a mutiny was dis- 
covered among the English and Irish sailors on board. 
The dif&culty of recruiting ships' crews for the r^- 
ular naval service, chiefly doe to the saperior at. 
tractions of privateering, had led to the practice in 
some oases of enliating British prisoners, who were 
willing in this maimer to escape confin«nent. In 
the case of the Alliance the disinclination of Amer- 
icans to sail under a French c^tain had increased 
the difficulty and accordingly many British sabjects 
were taken. The unreliable character of such crews 
b illustrated in this instance. Among the ringlead- 
ers of the conspiracy were John Savage, master^at- 
arms, and William Murray, sergeant of marines. 
Murray confessed, saying " that Savage and be, 
with 70 more, had agreed to take the ship and 
carry her into some part of England or Ireland, and 
force one of the Lieutenants to take command of 
her. He said the plan they had laid to take her was, 
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that they were to divide themselveB into four di- 
vimons, the first to take the magazine, the other 
three at the aaaiB time to foroe the cabbin, ward- 
room, and qoarter deck, then ' to take command of 
tiie arm-cheste, and in ease of opposition, they were 
to point the f ore-oastle guns aft and fire them, the 
gnns being 9 pounders and all loaded. The party . 
that was to go to the magazine were to kill &o 
Gunner, Carpenter and Boat-swain ; the other pun- 
ishments for tbe other officers and French gentle- 
men were thus : Captain Landais was to be put in 
irons and sent in the cntter, withont victuals or 
drink ; the Lieutenants were to walk overboard on 
a plank from tbe ship side, unless they would take 
charge of her and navigate the ship into England ; 
the marine officers and the Doctor were to be 
hanged, quartered, and hove overboard ; the smling 
Master vras to be tied up to the mizscen-inaet, soar- 
rified all over, cut to pieces, and hove overboard."^ 
Lafayette was to be put in irons and sent to Eng- 
land. Thirty-eight of the mutineetfi were confined 
in iions on shore to await trial. The disposition of 
these prisoners caused embarrassment, for there 
were not enough American naval captains in IVance 
to organize a court martial for their trial and it 
would be inconvenient and expensive to send them 
back to America. Franklin su^ested ezchan^g 
them for Americans as prisoners of war. The Mar- 

' Ind^Kudeia Ckronide, April 29, 1T70, Mniraj's tMtimoii; 
imder o&th, Tooohad foi by an offioei of the ship. 
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ine Committee, bowever, could "think of no better 
method of disposing of them than Sending them 
out to this Continent by different Vessels, proportion- 
ing the number to each Vessel, so as not to render 
it dangerous or inconvenient : and upon their Arri- 
val, if Sufficient evidence can be had, it is our 
intCDtion to bring them to trial by Court Mar- 
tial."' 

After hia retnm to Brest in May, 1778, with 
his prize the Drake, Captun Jones spent more tiian 
a year on shore, perhaps the most trying year of 
bis life, beset with every Mat of vexation and dis- 
appointment. To begin with, his drafts on the Am- 
erican Commissioners, for the support of bis crew 
and prisoners and the refitting of lus ship, were 
dishonored for lack of funds. Jones had never re- 
ceived any pay for his own services and he now 
nmde himself personally responsible for these nec- 
essary expenses. There was great and apparently 
unnecessary delay in disposing of the Hanger's prizes, 
so that the officers and men were kept waiting in- 
definitely for their prize money. At this time, too, 
began the long and weary wait for another and 
larger ship. There still seemed a chance that 
through the French Minister of Marine, de Sartine, 
Jones would get the Indien after all, and it was 
proposed by Franklin that he should man her partly 
1 Mar. Com. Later BikA, 236 September 17, 1779, letter to 
Franklin) ; WharUm, m, 188; Botton Oautte, April IS, 26, 1779 ; 
laJeptndfiit Chrotaelt, April 22, 29, 1779 ; Arekivt* de la Marine, 
B* 16 (Fdvrier, 1779.) 
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vith French and partly viih American prisoners 
xeeeived in exchange for those he had taken on his 
cruise. But on account of the oathreak of hostil- 
ities between France uid England, which soon fol- 
lowed, the Dutch government, anzions to Tnainfati'ti 
nentrality, would not allow the Indian to leave 
Holland. Other aohemes were proposed, among them 
the command of a squadron of French ships under 
the Amerioaa flag to cmise in the Baltic, bat ow- 
ing to the natuial jealousy of French officers, and 
other causes, every plan fell throi^h. After nearly 
endless correspondence without result, Jcmes deter- 
mined to go himself to YersuUes and personally 
urge his claims, taking the advice, it is said, given 
in " Poor Biohard's Almanac," and hoping that by 
direct sohcitation something might be accomplished. 
This hope was realized, for Sartine took more in- 
terest in his ^Fairs and the result was the purchase, 
in January, 1779, d an East T" i tinp i a" called the 
Duo de Doraa.^ 

This vessel was fourteen years old, unsound, and 
a dull sailw, but though Jones had insisted on the 
necessity for his purpose of a &st-suling ship, he 
accepted the Doras and at onoe entered npon the 
work of converting her into a man-of-war. "With the 
consent of Sartine and in honor of Poor Biohard 
and at iiis faithful friend and benefactor, Frankhn, 
Jones called his ship the Bonhomme Bichard. She 

> 8a»d$, 9e-U9 ; SAer«Nrm, 66-«e ; Arddvu it Ut Marii, B> 
89, 179, 183, 185, 203, 207. 
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was at L'Orient and aereTal American seamen vere 
enlisted there. Montlia were spent in preparation 
for a cruise against tlie enemy. The Alliance, which 
was to have returned directly to America, was d&- 
tiuned by Franklin and pnt under Jones's orders; 
and three French vessels also, making in aUa respect- 
able squadron. The ^ent of the French government 
in the arrangements was M. de Chanmont, a zeal- 
ous adherent of the American cause who had given 
his house at Passy free of rent to the American 
Commissioners. It was intended that Lafayette 
should accompany the expedition with a considera- 
ble military force and an attack on Liverpool, Lan- 
caster, Bristol, Bath, and Whitehaven was contem- 
plated ; it was proposed to take nearly fifteen hun- 
dred infantry besides a small body of cavalry and 
six pieces at light artillery. This project, however, 
was abandoned and Lafayette did not go. Later, 
an invasion of England was planned, for which a 
huge French and Spanish fleet was collected, and 
Jones was to make a diversion in the north, but the 
main part of this scheme also was given up. It re- 
mained now for the American squadron to cruise 
independently. The ships were finally ready for sea 
about the middle of June, 1779. There was trouble 
on board the Alliance which caused Jones annoyance 
and perplexify, not knowing at first where to place 
the blame. It wasowing to lack of harmony between 
the oaptdn of the frigate and his ofBcers and crew. 
Landais had a temperament which made impossible 
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anything like effident cooperation between hinudf 
agd'^itber Buperiora or iuferioiB.^ 

The Bonhomme Bichard wag not well adapted 
for purposes of war, being olumsily built, slow-aail- 
ing, and atructorallj weak. There -was discussion 
as to the number and weight of guns she should 
oany. Jones wished a main battery of twenty-eight 
eighteen-pounders and they were ordered to be 
oast, bnt tbe ship was not strong enough to bear 
the strain and lighter guns were deemed necessary. 
The only ones that could be obtained in time for 
the cruise were old French guns, many of which 
had been condemned. On the gun-deckwere mounted 
twenty-eight twelve-pounders, and on the forecastle 
and quarter deck six or eight nines, while in the 
gun-room on the after part of the deck under the 
main battery six eighteen-pounders were placed, 
ports having been cut for them, too close to the sur- 
face of the water to be of use in a moderately rough 
sea^^ones had as first lieutenant, at the outset, 
Kobert Bobinstm, who was soon suooeeded, however, 
by Bichard Dale, an excellent officer who had served 
in the Virginia navy and the Continental navy and 
had twice escaped from Mill Prison. The crew of 
the ship was heterogeneoos. Out of two hundred 
and twenty-seven officers and men^ there were 

^ Sandi, 149-158 ; Sherbante, Se-M ; JnMva it la Uarint, B< 
173, 99-102, 128. 

' TbU list of 221 in Sherbimu! U of ft Uter d«t« Wicl erideatly 
inoomplete, some of tb« French offioeis uid all the QuriDei being 
omitted. A rapriiit of the original mDitei^mll, dated July 20, 
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seventy-nuie Americana, mostly exchuiged prison* 
era, eighty-three English, Irish, and Scotch, includ- 
ing Jones himself, a few Scandinavians, and neariy 
thirty Portuguese ;. the natiooality of most of the 
others is not stated. Besides these there were a hun- 
dred and thirty-seven French soldiers acting as 
marines. The Alliance, by far the best ship in the 
aqnadron, carried twen^-eight twelve-pounders and 
eight nines, and rather more than two hundred 
men. The Pallas, Captun Cottinean, was a mer^ 
chantman or privateer fitted out as a thirty-twi>gun 
frigate ; her battery consisted of twentynsix nines 
and six fours, and her crew of about two hundred 
and Gtty men. The Cerf, Captain Varage, was an 
eighteen-gun cutter taii a fine vessel of her class. 
The Vengeance, Captain Rieot, was a twelve-gun 
brigantine. ^ 

Jones's ideas about the kind of service he was 
now to enter upon are expressed in a memorandum 
he had drawn up January 21, 1779, while w^ting 
for the orders of the minister to take command of 
the Bonhomme Richard. " I am but a young Student 
in the Science of Arms and therefore wish to receive 
instruotionfromMenof riper Judgement and greater 

1T7Q, !■ Dontetned in 7%e Legt of 3k Sen^, AUianee, Arid, edited 
by Gkptaiii John S. Banwi, New Toi^ 1911 ; thli list, oompriiing 
254 nainea, differa eoiuiderkbly from Sheibnrue'a, whiah ii ao- 
connted for by many obai^M toon ofleiwudi made in the per- 

1 Sherbunte, 95, 100, 183-144, 221 ; Sandi, 15fl, 157 ; AnAivn de 
la Marine, B' BO, 215, 2Z^23S, B> 01, 51, B* 1S8, 143, 184, B* 
178,128. 
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ezpeiienoe, but to me the gnucl Object of Fartizan 
"War ia, when a fur opening presents itself, to 
strike an nnezpeoted Bbw, vhioh being well directed 
most in the nature of things be severly felL The 
Man who is to be entrusted with the Cliief Command 
of such enterpri£es, ought to be worthy of confid- 
ence, and if he is, too moofa cannot be shown him. 
It seems to be his province to adopt such eoterprizes 
as oirounutanoeB may throw him in the way (d, 
with a prospect of success, and which being efFeoted 
will tend the most to distress and distract die 
£nemy. A principal object or Enterprize may with 
propriety be thought of long before it is ezecnted, 
but ought not to be committed to writing nor oom- 
numicated to any person other than the commander 
in chief, and by him only to his Officers and Men 
at a proper time and Place. To effect anything 
of consequCDce, it may be necessaiy to embarh 
a Body of 400 heigh Spirited and well disciplined 
Troops exclusive of the compliment of Seamen 
and Marines. Five Ships may be of infinite 
Service. I would recommend two small ones rather 
tiian one larger size, as more objects than one may 
present themselves. But Tho' in some cases large 
Vessels may not be necessary for Fire Ships, yet 
the small ones ought to sail very fast, that they 
may hold way with the Principal Ship or Ships on 
which they are to attend. The passage will thus be per> 
formed in the shortest space of time that is possible 
and these five Ships may be made usefnl as light 
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Gmizers, should a Variety of the EnemieB Ships 
be met with at any one time on the Passage. One 
tteb stuliog Cutter or other Vessel of Eight or Ten 
Gnns might be of much Udli^, aa well in a Parti- 
zan War to cover the Troops in ^nIll^^^g and in re- 
beat as in Graiang gainst the Enemies Commerce 
on the Ocean. No Cruizing Frigate with unlimited 
orders ought to be sent to Sea without being at- 
tended by one of these Vessels, and the Bottoms 
should be sheathed with Copper. If I have the 
Ministers Authority, I will send a tmsty person or 
two to enquire into «m the q>ot and view the 
exact strength & Situation of a place or two of 
great Importance. It will be proper to be provided 
with Two light Field pieces and a number of Scal- 
ing Ladders, &ca. . . . But the Commanding 
Officer of die Troops will be better aUe to Judge 
of the Articles necessary for any land Operation, 
and his Opinion may easily be obtuned without tell- 
ing him why it is Asked. It will be a necessary 
caution to Suffer no person concerned in the pre- 
paration of tiie Five Ships to know for what ser^ 
vices they are prepared and with which Ships they 
are to act. Some folse Idea may be whispered to 
them as a Seoret."^ 

Jones had general instructions from Franklin, 

who was always moved by humane considerations. 

The conclnding passages are : " As many of yoar 

ofGcera and peojde have lately escaped from English 

> Jomt KSa. 
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prisons, either in Europe or America, yon are to be 
particidarlj attentive to their condact towards the 
prisoners which the fortune of war may throw into 
your hands, lest the resaitment of the more than 
barbarous us^e by the English in many places 
towards the Americans should occasion a retaliation 
and imitation of what ought rather to be detested 
and avoided for the sake of humanity and for the 
honour of our country. In the same view, although 
the English have wantonly bnmt many defenceless 
towns in America, yon are not to follow this example, 
unless when a reasonable ransom is refused, in which 
case your own generous feelings as well as this in- 
struction will induce yon to give timely notice of 
your intention, that sick and ancient persons, women 
and children may be first removed." ^ Shortly before 
sailing, de Chanmont, who seems not always to have 
been discreet, required Jones and the other captains 
to sign an agreement or concordat, which gave the 
subordinate oommanders a degree of independence 
and freedom of action incompatible with strict dis- 
cipline and efficient cooperadon.' 

The squadron sailed, June 19, ttom Groiz Beads, 
near L'Orient, with a convoy, which was escorted 
to Bordeaux and other ports. On the night of the 
20th the Bonhonmie lUchard and Alliance foaled 
eaeh other, carrying away the Richard's jib-boom 

> aandt, 1G2-1M (April 2T, IT79}. 

" ibuf., 1S6 ; aMuru, 94; Maokeiiile'i Ufi o/Paul Joom, i, 
153. Far th* CoDoordat, leo Archivt* dt la Marine, B* 15S, 144, 
Bterbarne, 200, and Appendix vm. 
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and the Alliance's nuzzen>maat. Jones consiclered 
Landais responsible for this accident, hut Lieuten- 
ant Robinson of the Kichard was court-martialed 
and dismissed.^ The next evening the Cerf captured 
a f oorteen-gim sloop, hat 'was obliged to abandon 
the prize on the approach of a superior force. Jane 
29, the Bonhonune Kichard fell in with two frig- 
ates. Jones says: "They appeared at first earnest 
to engage, bat their courage failed and they fled 
with precijntation, luid to my mortification outsailed 
the Bon homme Biehard and got clear. I had, how- 
ever, a flattering proof of the martial sjorit of my 
crew and am confident that had I been able to get 
between the two, which wag my intention, we should 
have beaten them both together."" In spite of 
Jones's good opinion of his crew, serioos mischief 
on board his ship was brewing at this time. An 
incipient mutaity among the British sailors was dis- 
oovered, the design being to take possession of the 
ship and send Jones a prisoner to England. Many 
of these undesirable persons were discharged early 
in August and forty-three Americans, who had re- 
cently arrived in a cartel from English prisims, 
were recruited. The Portognese contingent in the 
crew was also enlisted at this period. Most of the 
month of July seems to have been spent in prepar- 
ing for an extended cruise. According to the in- 
structions of Franklin, dated June 30, 1779, which 
had been virtually dictated by Sartine, the squad- 
1 Jrniti 1188., Aoffott 8, ITTft ^ Sherbmtt, 06. 
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Ton wtB to omise to the north of tha Britisli Isles 
and at the end of abont six weeks put into the 
Texfil, whence it was to convoy vessels from HoUand 
to Frsnoe.^ 

A few days before sailing, Commodore Jones is- 
sued instructions to his captains requiring careful 
attentwm to his signals and obedience to his orders. 
They were to keep their stations and "never to 
chase so as to lose company with the squadron." 
Sealed orders were given them appointing rendez- 
Toos at different places in case of separation. The 
squadron sailed from Crroiz Boods August 14, 1779, 
on a cruise whic^ became famous. Two IWich 
privateers, Le Monrieur, 38, and La Grandville, 12, 
had joined the expedition, but they soon dropped 
out. On the 23d, the squadron was off Cape Clear. 
Two prizes had been taken since leaving port and 
sent back to L'Orient. A third was now taken by 
boats, there being no wind. In the evening, as it 
was Btill oalm, Jones sent his barge ahead to tow 
the Bonhomme Richard, fearing she might he swept 
by the tide into a dangerous position. " Soon after 
sunset," says the oommodcve, "the vilhuns who 
towed the ship, cat the tow rope and decamped with 
my barge. Sundry shots were fired to bring them 
to without effect ; ifi the meantime the masta of 
the Bon homme Richard, without orders, manned 

1 Sondf, 16e-163;aiUr£«rt«, 94-102; J'otutir8S.,Jia7 28, 20, 
1T76, Jo&M to Gonrlade A Moylan and to liantcnant Lnnt, and 
ooort* DurtiaJ of Robert TovMt aod othen ; ArMnet de Jo Ma- 
rine, B' 80, 270, W 91, 178, B* 1», 132, 1B4 
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one of the shipa boats and witli four •oldien pur- 
Boed the bai^ in order to stop the deserters. The 
eTening was clear and serene, bat the seal at that 
ofGcer, Mr. Cutting Lnnt, induced him to pursue 
too ha, and a fog which came on soon aftwwards 
prevented the boats from rejoining the ship, al- 
though I caused signal gnna to be frequently fired. 
The fog and calm continued the next day till 
towards evening. In the afternoon Capt. L andaia 
came on board the Bon homme Kichard and b^ 
haved towards me with great disrespect, affirming 
in the most indelicate manner and language that I 
had lost my boats and people throogh my imprud- 
ence in sending boats to take a prize. He pemisted 
in his reproaches, though he was assured . . . that 
the barge was towing the ship at the time of elope- 
ment and that she had not been sent in pursuit of 
the prize. He was affronted because I would not 
the day before suffer him to chase without my or- 
ders and to approach the dangerous shore I have 
already mentioned, where he was an entire stranger 
and when there was not sufficient wind to govern 
a ship. He told me he was the only American in 
the squadron and was determined to follow his own 
opinion m chasing when and where he thought 
proper, and in every other matter that concerned 
the service, and that if I continued in that situa- 
tion three days longer, the squadron would be 
taken." ^ 

!, m, 110 i Sands. i«6-ie&. 
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The Cerf was sent in to look for the lost boats, 
bat Bhe too disappeared. She was unable to over- 
take the boats, lost sight of the squadron, spruog 
her nuunmast in a gale a few days later, was chased 
by a vessel of superior force, and finally returned 
to France, arriving at PumbcBuf September 4. 
Meanwhile the Bonhcnunte Richard remained a short 
time near the place where these occurrences had 
taken place. It was afterwards learned that Lont 
was taken prisoner. Besides him the Richard lost 
by this mishap another officer and twenty of her 
best seamen. A gale on the night of the 26th com- 
pelled the flagship to stand off and the next morn- 
ing only the Vengeance was in sight. Jones thought 
that Landais purposely kept out of the way. The 
Bonhomme Richard and Vengeance kept to the 
northward and on September 1 were off Cape Wrath, 
where they fell in with the Alliance and a prize she 
had taken. The same day a BriHsh letter of marque 
was captured. Contrary to Jones's orders these two 
jnizes were sent by Landais to Bergen in Norway, 
where th^ were given up to the British consul by 
the Danish authorities ; they became a loss to the 
captors for which Denmark refused to make resti- 
tution. Landais continued to behave in an insnbor^ 
dinate manner. September 2, the Pallas appeared. 
Hie squadron cruised a few days between the Ork- 
ney and Shetland Islands and some onimportant 
prizes were taken. September 5, a gale came on 
which blew four days and was followed by contraiy 
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winds, ao that land was not again aeen until the 
ISth, when the Cheviot Hills were sighted. Jones 
bad with him the Pallas and Vengeance, the Alli- 
ance haying ^;ain disappeared. Two oolUers were 
taken on the 14th.^ 

Joaes now planned an important enterprise. Id 
hia report to Franklin, dated October 3, 1779, he 
gays : ** Knowing that there lay at anchor in Leith 
road an armed ship of 20 guns, with two or three fine 
cutters, I formed an expedition agunst Leith, which 
I purposed to lay under a large contribution, or 
otherwise to reduce it to ashes." ^ He prepared a 
summons addressed to the magistrates of Leith, in 
which be tells them : '* I do not wish to distress the 
poor inhabitants ; my intention is only to demand 
your contribution towards the r^mbursement which 
Britain owes to the much injured citizens of Amer- 
ica." ' This is an allusion to the depredations com- 
mitted by the British in Chesapeake Bay, Long 
Island Sound, and elsewhere. 

His report continues : " Had I been alone, the 
wind being favorable, I would have proceeded 
directly up the Firth and must have saoceeded, as 
they lay there in a state of perfect indolence and 
security, wbidi would have proved their ruin. Un- 
fortunately for me, the Fallas and Vengeance were 

1 Sandt, 160-171, 246-247 ; aiterbarm, 110-112 ; ArcAian de la 
JforvK, B> 8S, 274, B« ISB, 160, 184, B> 16 (Aoftt, SeptomliM, 
1779). 

"SAerturw, 112. 

» md., 100. 
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both at a considerable distance in the offing, they 
having chased to the southward ; this obliged us to 
steer ont of the Firth again to meet them. The 
captuns of the Pallas and Y«ngeanoe being otHne 
on board the Bon homme Bichard, I oommonicated 
to them my project, to irlut^ many difficnItieB and 
objections were made by tbem ; at last, however, 
tb^ appeared to think better of the design, after I 
had assured them that I hoped to raise a contribu> 
tion of 200000 pounds sterling on Leitb, and that 
there was no battery of cannon there to oppose our 
landing. So mnch time, however, was unavoidably 
spent in pointed remarks and sage deliberation that 
night, that the wind became contrary in the morn- 
ing. "We continued working to windward np the 
Ilrtb without being able to reach ^ road of Leith, 
till on the morning of the ITib, when being ahnost 
within cannon shot of the town, having everything 
in readiness for a descent, a very severe gale of 
wind came on, and being directly contrary, obliged 
us to bear away, after having in vain endeavored 
for some time to withstand its violence. The gale 
was BO severe that one of the prizes that had been 
taken on the 14th sunk to the bottom, the crew 
being with difficulty saved. As the alarm by this 
time had reached Leitb by means trf a cutter that 
had watched our motions that morning, and as the 
wind oontinned contrary (tliougb more moderate 
in the evening), I thought it imposuble to pursue 
the mterprise with a good prospect of success, es- 
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peciallj ag Sdiubnrgli, where there is always a num- 
ber of troopB, is only a mile distant from Leith ; 
therefore I gave np the project." * 

The cutter spoken of by Jones, as having watched 
his motions, was one of several revenue cutters 
specially fitted out and armed for service against 
the American squadron, some <^ them having been 
placed under the orders of the admirals command- 
ing various naval stations. Aa early as August 19 
the alarm excited by the approach of Jones had 
caused orders for hasty preparations to watch bis 
movements and to check them as far as possible. 
This particular cutter, having been sent out to r^ 
oonnoitre, sailed at daybreak, September 17. The 
captain reported that he " found himself within Pis- 
tol Shot of the fifty Gun French Ship, upon which 
he taoked about and afterwards retook a prize they 
had taken in the Mouth of the Firth, but a French 
twenty four Gun Frigate immediately made up and 
obliged bim to abandon the Prize. . . . The French 
Squadron consists of a fifty Gun Ship, a twenty 
four Gun Frigate and a Brig mounting ten Guns. 
The Ships sail ill and they say they are determined 
to come up to Leith Road. The Commander of the 
fifty Gun Ship is said to be acquainted with the 
Coast Both tbe fifty Gun Ship and Frigate are 
painted Black. The fifty Gun Ship has a White 
Bottom and very clumsy mast head."^ This infer- 



t, U2iaa«/.,ni-175. 
■ MimOa of Ok SeMui Board ijf CutUau, 197. 
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mation wu immediately sent to the Commissionera 
of the Treasury.* 

Jones ooold not excite the interest of his French 
captains in other plans. They were getting uneasy 
at his remaining so long on the coast and threatened 
to desert him. Therefore the squadron sailed south 
and in the course of a few days several prizes were 
taken. September 21, they vere off Flamborough 
Head. Two brigs were captured and a fleet of ves- 
sels was chased, one of which tan ashore, but night 
put an end to operations. The next day a fleet ap- 
peared coming up from the south, bnt put bach 
upon seeing the Bonhomme Richard. On signal two 
pilots oame aboard the Bichard and informed Jones 
that " a king's frigate lay there in sight, at anchor 
within the Humber, waiting to take under convoy 
a number of merchant ships bound to the northward. 
The pilots imagined the Bon homme Richard to be 
an English ship of war and consequently communi- 
cated to me the private signal which they had been 
required to make. I endeavored by this means to 
decoy the ships out of the port, bnt the wind then 
chan^g and with the tide becoming unfavorable for 
them, the deception had not the desired effect and 
they wisely put back. Hie entrance of the Htunber 
is exceedingly difficult and dangerous and, as the 

1 ISnaiet of tit ScoUiih Board of CuMomt, 191-188, 205, 206 ; 
JfinuMa ofiAt IriiA Board of Cimtmt, 23, 24, 3S, 86. See alw Sandt. 
173, n4,n0(ei; Xotufon CKnniieZe, September 14, 16, 1770; Br((i>& 
AdairaUs Eaxtrdt, OiqXaim' Letttrt, No. 2306, 1 (September 20, 
28,1779). 
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Pallas was not in Btgbt, I thonght it not prudent 
to remain off the entrance ; I therefOTO steered out 
again to join the Pallas off Flamborough Head. 
In the night -we saw and chased two ships until three 
o'clock in the morning, when being at a very small 
distance from them, I made the private ugoal of 
reoognizanoe which I had given to eaeh CAptain 
before I siuled from Groaix ; one half of the an- 
swer only was rtttomed. In this poution both sides 
lay to till daylight, when the ships proved to be the 
Allianoe and the Pallas." ^ 

The events of the memorable day that followed 
are best told in the words of Jones himself : " On 
the morning of that day, the 23d, ... we chased 
a brigantiae that appeared laying to to windward. 
About noon we saw and chased a la^e ship that 
appeared coming loond Flamborough Head from 
the northward, and at the same time I manned and 
armed one of the plot boats to send in pursuit of 
the brigantine, which now appeared to be the ves- 
sel that I had forced ashore. Soon after this a fleet 
of forty-tme sail appeared off Flamboroogh Head, 
bearing K. N. E. This induced me to abandon the 
single ship, which had then anchored in [Bridling- 
ton] Bay ; I also called back the pilot boat and 
hoisted a signal for a general chase. When the fleet 
discovered tis bearing down, all the merchant ships 
crowded sail towards the shore. The two ships of 

' Sherbvme, 113, 114 ; SanA, 176-180. For anothar Mooont rf 
tlieeniiaenp to thii tune, tet Life of Naliaaid Ftuming, 3S-4S. 
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war that protected the fleet, at the same time 
Bteered from the land and made the dispoBitioii for 
the battle. In approaching the enemy I crowded 
every possible sail and made the signal for the line 
of battle, to which the Alliance showed no attention. 
Earnest as I was for the action, I cooM not reach 
the commodore's ship ontil aeven in the evening, 
being then within pistol shot, when he hailed the 
Bon homme Bicbard ; we answered him by firing 
a whole broadside." The English ships were the 
Serapis and Countess of Scarborough. Jones says 
that at dusk they had tacked with a view to ranning 
nnder Scarboroogh Castle, bnt that he had headed 
them oS. The pilot boat, which had been sent away 
and then recalled, contained sixteen of theBichard's 
best men under the second lieatenant, Henry Limt. 
The boat was unable to get back before dark and 
Lunt then deemed it imprudent to go alongside. 
So the ship lost the services of these men when they 
were most needed.' 

Jones took his station on the quarter-deck, while 
on the poop was a French volunteer officer with 
twenty marines. Bichard Dale, first lieutenant, was 
in chai^ of the gnn-deck. The tfypi, commanded 
by midshipmen, were nuumed by marines and «ul- 
ors, twenty in the main, fourteen in the fore, and 
nine in the mizzen-top. They were armed with 

> Sherbunte, 114; Sandi, 180, 161. Jones'i raport to Frankllii, 
d«ted Oatobtf 3, 1TT9, u (qpplameDted hj tha journal of hil mm- 
fiigim prMtntad to Lonii XVI, Jonei MBS., Juury 1, 1786 
(qnotad Is jSoiuIj). 
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Bwivels, coehoms, and muskets and were ordered to 
clear the enemy's tops before turning their fire 
upon his decks.i 

The report goes on ; " The battle being thus be- 
gun was continued with unremitting fury. Evetj 
method was practised on both wdes to gain an ad- 




vantage and rake each other, and I must confess 
that die enemy's ship, being much more manageable 
than the Bon homme Kichard, gained thereby sev- 
eral times an advantageous situation, in spite of my 
best endeavors to prevent it. As I had to deal vitb 
an enemy of greatly superior force, I was under 
the necessity of closing with him, to prevent the 
advantage which he had over me in point of man- 
' Fanmns, 43, 40. 
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(BUTTfl. It was my iateation to lay the Bon homme 
Aichaid athwart the enemy's bow, but as that oper- 
ation required great dexterity in the management 
of both sails and helm and some of out braces being 
shot away, it did not exactly succeed to my wishes. 
The enemy's bowsprit, however, came over the Bon 
homme lUchard's poop by the mizen mast and I 
made both ships fast together in that situation, 
which by the action of the wind on the enemy's sails, 
forced her stem close to the Bon homme Biehard's 
bow, BO that the ships lay square alongside of each 
other, the yards being all entangled and the can- 
non of each ship touching the opponent's side. 

"When this position took place it was eight 
o'clock, previous to which the Bon homme Richard 
had received sundry eighteen pounds shot below the 
water and leaked very much. My battery of 12- 
pounders, on which I had placed my chief depoi- 
dance, being commanded by Lieut. Dale and Col. 
Weibert and manned principally wttb American 
seamen and French volunteers, were entirely silenced 
and abandoned. As to the six old 18-poanders that 
formed the battery of the lower gun-deck, they did 
no service whatever ; two out of three of them burst 
at the first fire and MUed almost all the men who 
were stationed to manage them. Before this time 
too. Col. De Chamillard, who commanded a party 
of twenty soldiers on the poop, had abandoned that 
station after having lost some of his men; these 
men deserted their quarters. I had now only two 
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pieces of oannon, S-ponndera on the quarter deck, 
that were not ailenced, and not one of the heavier 
cannon vaa fired during the rest of the action. 
The purser, Mr. Mease, who commaoded the guns 
on the quarter deck, being dangerously wounded in 
the head, I was obliged to fill his place and with 
great difficulty rallied a few men and shifted over 
one of the lee qnarter-deok guns, so that we after- 
wards played three pieces of ^poonders upon the 
enemy. The tope alone seconded the fire of this lit- 
tle battery and held out bravely during the whole 
of the action, especially the main top where Lieut. 
Stack commanded. I directed the fire of one of the 
three cannon against the main-mast with double- 
headed shot, while the other two were exceedingly 
well serred with grape and canister-shot to silence 
the enemy's musketry and clear her decks, which 
was at last effected. 

*' The enemy were, as I have sinoe understood, 
oa the instant of calling for quarters, when the cow- 
ardice or treachery of three of my under officers 
induced them to call to the enemy. The English 
commodore asked me if I demanded quarters and, I 
having answered him in the most determined nega- 
tive, they renewed the battle with double fury. They 
were unable to stand the deck, but the fire of their 
cannon, especially the lower battery, which waa en- 
tirely formed of IS-pounders, was incessant Both 
ships were set on fire in various places and the 
Boene was dreadful beyond tilie reach of language. 
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To acooiint for the timidity of my three under of- 
ficers, I meim the gnnner, the carpenter, and the 
maater-at-arma, I must observe that the two first 
were slightly wounded, and as the ship had received 
Tarions shots onder water, and one of the pumps 
being shot away, the carpenter expressed his fear 
that she would sink and the other two concluded 
that she was sinking, which occasioned the gnnner 
to run aft on the poop, without my knowledge, to 
strike the colors. Fortunately for me, a cannon ball 
had done that before by oarryiog away the enugn- 
ataS ; he was therefore rednoed to the necessity of 
sinking, as he supposed, or of calling for quarter 
and he pt^erred the latter. 

" All this time the Bon homme Bichard had 
sustained the action alone and the enemy, though 
mnch superior in force, would have been very glad 
to have got clear, as appears by their own acknow- 
ledgments and their having let go an anchor the 
instant that I laid them on board, by which means 
they would have escaped, had I not made them well 
fast to the Bon homme Bichard. At last, at half 
past nine o'clock, the Alliance appeared and I now 
thought the battle at an end, but to my titter 
astonishment he discharged a broadside full into 
the stem of the Bon homme Bichard. We called 
to him for God's sake to forbear firing into the Bon 
homme Bichard, yet he passed aloog the off side 
of the ship and continued firing. There was no 
possibility of his mistaking the enemy's ship for 
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the Bod homme Bicliard, there being the most essen- 
tial difference in their appeaxance and oonatrnction ; 
besides, it was then fall moonlight and the sides of 
the Bod homme Biehard were all black, while the 
sides of the prizes were yellow. Yet, for the greater 
seooritj, I showed the signal of oar leconnoissance 
by patting out three lantboms, one at the head 
(Imw}, another at the stem {qaarter), and the 
third in the middle, in a horizontal line. Every 
tongue cried that he was firing into the wrongship, 
bnt nothing availed ; be passed round firing into 
the Bon homme lUchard's head, stem, and InYKid- 
side, and by one of his voUies killed several of my 
best men and mortaUy wounded a good ofBoer on 
the forecastle. 

" My situation was really deplorable. The Bon 
homme Siobard received various shots under water 
from the Alliance, the leak gained on the pumps, 
and the fire increased much on board both shipB. 
Some officers persuaded me to strike, of whose 
courage and good sense I entertain a high opinion. 
My treacherous master-atarms let loose all my 
prisoners without my knowledge and my prospect 
became gloomy indeed." The prisoners were much 
frightened, believing that the ship was sinking, and 
were at once put to work at the pumps ; otherwise, 
by reinforcing the enemy, they would surely have 
turned the scale in bis favor. " I would not, how- 
ever, give up the point. The enemy's main-mast 
began to shake, their firing decreased, ours rather 
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increased, and tlie Brittsli colors were struck at half 
an hour past ten o'clock." ' 

liieutenant Dale, who was in oommand of the 
gan-deok, gives further details. He says that the 
Bouhomme Itichard's first broadfflde was instantlj 
returned hj the Serapis. " Oar position heing to 
windward of the Serapis, we passed ahead of her 
and the Serapis coming up on our larboard [star- 
board ?J quarter, the action commenced abreast of 
each other. The Serapis soon passed ahead of the 
Bon homme Biohard and when he thought he had 
gained a distance sofBoient to go down athwart the 
fore foot to rake us, found he had not enough dis- 
tance and that the Bon homme Richard would be 
aboard him, put his helm a-Iee, which brought the 
two ships on a line, and the Bon homme Bichard 
having headway, ran her bows into the stem of the 
Serapis. ... As we were onable to bring a single 
gun to bear upon the Serapis, our tops^ls were 
backed, while those of the Serapis being filled, the 
ships separated. The Serapis wore short round upon 
her heel and her jibboom ran into the mizen rig- 
g^ug of the Bon homme Richard ; in this situation 
the ships were made fast together with a hawser, 
the bowsprit of the Serapis to the mizenmast of the 
Bon homme Bichard, and the action recommenced 

1 Sktrianu, 115-117 ; Sandi, 181-186 ; Mimmret de Paid Janet, 
76-104, vhich diSen in detailB from the report of Ootobar 3 ; Mac- 
Kenzie, i, oli. Tiii ; Seribner'i Magaxine, Aii|fu>t, 1SQ6, ftrtiale b; 
CapUin Mshan ; Jona MS8., September 24, 1T7Q ; Log of Bmr 
))Oi»!a* Bidari!; Iitd^>endt«i CItronieU, Febnurj 17, 1780. 
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from the Btarboard Bides of the two ships. With a 
view of separating tjte ships, the Serapis let go her 
anchor, which manceaTie brought her head and the 
stem of the Bon homme Richard to the wind, while 
the ships lay closely pressed against each other. A 
novelty in naval combats was now presented to 
many witnesses, but to few admirers. The rammers 
were run into the Tespective ships to enable the 
men to load, after the lower ports of the Serapis 
bad been blown away to make room for nmning 
out tbeir guns. . . . Neither the repeated broad- 
sides of the Alliance, given with the view of sink- 
ing or disabling the Bon homme Bichard, the fre- 
quent neoessi^ of suspending the combat to eztin- 
gnish the flames which several times were within a 
few inches of the magazine, nor the liberation by 
the master-at-arms of nearly 500 prisoners,^ could 
change or weaken the purpose of the American 
commander. At the moment of the liberation of the 
prisoners, taie of them, a oonunander of a 20 gun 
ship taken a few days before, passed through the 
ports on board the Serapis and informed Captain 
Pearson that if be would bold out only a little while 
longer, the ship alongside would either strike or 
sink, and that all the prisoners bad been released 
to save their lives."' 

1 A* tiiere were but tour hnodred SDd ■erenty-two priBonera 
altogether, after tike omUe fPt^. Cent., Congr., 198, 211, Decern- 
bar 16, 1TT&), there were proli&bl; less than two hundred on board 
the Bcmhomine Biohard at the time of the battle. 

' Shtrbunu, 121, 122 ; Sandi, 190-lM. See al«> Fanning, 4ft-J3a. 
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Nathaoiel Fanning, a midshipnuui on the Bon- 
homme Biobard stationed in the maintop, says that 
the enemy's tops had been silenced within an hour, 
and it was not long after that before " the topmen 
in onr tops had taken possescdon of the enemy's 
tops, which was done by reascm of the Serapis's 
yards being looked togethw with onrs, that we oonld 
with ease go from onr nuun top into ihe enemy's 
fore top'; and so on, from our fore top into the 
Serapia's main top. Having knowledge of this, we 
tran^)orted from onr own utto the enemy's tops, 
, . . band granadoes, Ac, which we threw in among 
the eaemj whenever they made their appearance." ^ 
In the course <^ time the quarter-deck of the Sera- 
pis was entirely cleared, lai^y by this fire from 
the tops ; and their execution extended below decks. 
In serving the main battery of the Serapis, many 
ei^teen-pomider cartridges had accumulated on the 
gnn-deck, whidi led to a catastrophe. Fanning says : 
(' A single hand granado having been thrown by 
one of our men out of the main top of tlie enemy, 
designing it to go among the enemy who were hud- 
dled together between her gun decks, it on its way 
struck on one side of the combings of her npper 
hatoh-way and rebounding from that, it took a di- 
rection and fell between their decks, where it com- 
municated to a quantity of loose powder scattered 
aboat the enemy's cannon." The hand grenade, 
upon bursting, ignited the powder and the car- 
1 Iitiming,BO. 
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tridges, tlie fire runniug from one to another, and 
" made a dreadful eiplosion." ^ " The efEect," says 
Dale, " was tremendooB ; more than twenty of the 
enemy were blown to pieces, and many stood with 
only the collars of their shirts upon their bodies." ' 
This disaster doubtless hastened the end of the 
battle. 

In his report of October 6, 1779, to the Britid 
Admiralty, Captain Pearson of the Setains says, 
" that on the 28d. ult being dose in with Scarbor- 
ough, about eleven o'clock, a boat came on board 
with a letter from the Biuliffs of that corpora^n, 
giving information of a flying squadron of the ene- 
my's ships being on the coast tmd of a part of the 
said squadron harmg been seen from thence the 
day before, standing to the southward. As soon as 
I received this latelligeDce I made the signal for 
the convoy to bear down under my lee and repeated 
it with two guns ; notwithstanding which, the van 
ai the convoy kept their wind, with aQ aaH stretch- 
ing out to the southward from under Flamborough 
head, till between twelve and one, when the headmost 
of them got sight of the enemy's ships, which were 
then in chace of them. Tbey then tacked and made 
the best of their way vaxA&f shore for Scarborough 
&c., letting fly their top-gallant sheets and firing 
guns; upon which I made all the s^ I could to 
windward, to get between the enemy's ships and 
the convoy, which I soon effected. At one o'clock 
' Fanning, 63. * Shtrbumt, 122. 
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we got sight of the enemy's ships from the mast- 
head and abont four we made them plain from the 
deck to be three la^ ships and a hng ; apon which 
I made the Countess of Searborough's signal to join 
me, she being in shore with the convoy. At the 
same time I made the signal for the convoy to mahe 
the best of their way. . . . 

" At half past five, the Countess of Scarborough 
joined me, the enemy's ships then bearing down 
upon ns with a light breeze at S. S. W. At six, 
tacked and laid onr head in shore, in order to keep 
our gronnd the better between the enemy's ships 
and the convoy, soon after which we perceived tlie 
ships bearing down upon us to be a two-decked ship 
and two frigates, but from their keeping end on 
upon us, on bearing down, we could not discern what 
colours they were under. At about 20 minutes past 
seven, the largest ship of the three brought to on 
our larboard bow, within musket shot. I hailed him 
and asked what ship it was; they answered in 
English, the Princess Royal. I then asked where 
they belonged to ; they answered evasively, on which 
I told them, if they did not answer directly I woidd 
fire into them. They then imswered with a shot 
whidi was instantly returned with a broadside, and 
after exchanging two or three broadsides, be 
backed his topsails and dropped upon our quarter 
within pistol shot, then filled again, put his helm 
a-weather, and run as on board upon our weather 
quarter and attempted to board us, but being re- 
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poised he sheered off ; npon which I backed our 
topstuls in order to get square with him again, which 
as soon as he observed, he then filled, pnt his helm 
a-weather and liud us athwart hawse. His mizeu 
shrouds took our jib boom, which hung him for 
some time, till at last gave way and we dropt along 
side of each other bead and stem, when the fluke 
of our spare anchor booking his quarter, we became 
so close fore and aft, that the muzzles of our guns 
touched each others sides. In this position we en- 
gaged from half past eight till half past ton, during 
which time, from the quantity and variety of com- 
bustible matters which they threw in upon onr decks, 
chains, and in short into every part of the ship, we 
were an fire not less than ten or twelve times in 
different parts of the ship and it was with the 
greatest dif&culty and exertion inu^inable at times 
that we were able to get it extinguished. At the 
same time the largest of the two frigates kept sail- 
ing round OS the whole action and [raking] us fore 
and aft, by which means she killed or wouided al- 
most every man on the quarter and main decks. 

" About half past nine, either horn a hand gren- 
ade being thrown in at one of our lower deck ports, 
or from some other accident, a cartridge of powder 
was set on fire, the flames of which running from 
cartridge to cartridge all the way aft, blew up the 
whole of the people and officers that were quartered 
abaft the main-mast, from which mifortunate cir- 
cumstance all those guns were rendered useless for 
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tiia remainder of tbe aotioD, and I fear tlie greatest 
part of the people will lose their lireB. At ten 
o'clock, they called for quarters from the ship 
alongeide and sud they had stmok. Hearing this, 
I called upon the Captun to know if they had 
Btraoh, or if he asked for qoarters, hut no answer 
being made, after repeating my words two or three 
times, I called for the boarders and ordered them 
to board, which they did ; bnt the moment they were 
on board her, they discovered a superior number 
laying under cover with pikes in their hands, ready 
to receive them ; on which our people instantly re- 
treated into our own ship fuid returned to their guns 
ag^n until half past ten, when the frigate coming 
across onr stent and pouring her broadside into us 
again, without onr being able to bring a gun to bear 
on her, I found it in vain and in short impractica- 
ble, from the Ntuation we were in, to stand ont any 
longer with the least prospect of success. I there- 
foM-straok."^ 
/ The Bonhomme lUohard carried eight nine-ponnd- 
era on her qnarter-deck and forecastle, twenty-eight 
twelvfr-ponnders aa the gun-deck and six eighteens 
on the lower deck. Her broadside we^ht of metal, 
therefore, was two hundred and fifty-eight pounds. 
The loss of her eighteens at the very oatset at once 
reduced this to two hundred and four pounds. The 
Serapis was a fine, new, double decked ship, rated 

1 Almm, ix, 401 Sharbamt, 124; Britiik Admiralty Btc«rd$, 
Caplauu' Laun, No. 2S05.I (OetolMr 6, ITTO). 
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a forty-foar, bat carrying fifty guns : twenty eigli- 
teens on the lower gun-deck, twenty nines abore, 
and ten Bizea on the qimrter<deck and forecastle, 
giving her a broadside of three bandred ponuds to 
the Richard's two hundred and four. This state- 
ment, however, does not fully express her superior- 
ity, as heavy guns are far more effective in propor- 
tion than light ones ; HuA is to say, two eighteens 
can do much more ezeontion than three tweJ^^^ 
The number of men on boaid the Bonhomme 
Richard at tiie time of the battle, allowing for de- 
sertions and those absent in prizes and in the two 
boats of Henry and Catting Lnnt, was probably 
Dot mnch over three hundred ; Jones makes it three 
hundred and twenty-two and thinks that a farther 
dedaction should be made on account of the men 
blown up by the bursting of the eigbteen-pounders 
at the first fire.' The crew of the Serapis appears 
to have been of very nearly tiie same size, bat more 
homogeneoas and reliable in character. The num- 
ber (di oasnalties was very large in both ships. 
Jones estimates his loss at a hundred and fifty 
kilted and wounded, without speofying the propoi^ 
tion of each.^ Pearson states that the Serapis bad 
forty-nine killed and sixty-eight wounded, bat that 
the list is incomplete.* Both ships suffered severely. 
*' With respect to the situation of the Bon homme 
Bidiard," says her, commander, "the rudder was 

1 Main, dt Paul JoMt, 97. * Shtrbumt, 171. 

• Alnut, iz, 48. 
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cat entirely off the stem frame and the transnnu 
were ahoost entirely cnt away ; the timbers, by the 
lower deck especially, from the m^mast to the 
stem, being greatly decayed with age, were man- 
gled beyond my power of description." Both sides 
of the ship for a great distance were wholly shot 
away, leaving little snpport-for the upper deck, and 
projectiles passed thiongh without hitting anything. 
Dead and wounded were lying in heaps. " A per- 
son must hare been an eyewitness to form a just 
idea of the tremendous scene of oam^e, wreck and 
ruin that everywhere appeared. Humanity cannot 
but recoil from the proiq>ect of such finided horror 
and lament that war should produce such fatal con- 
sequences." ' The mainmast and mizzen-topmast of 
the Serapis fell overboard immediately after her 
surrender and she was otherwise much injured. 

It was Jones's indomitable determination not to 
yield that won this battle. Pearson, in surrendering 
to what he ctmsidered a superior fcnrce, did so before 
that force, through the added weight of the Alliance, 
had become more than a merely potential one. That 
the Serapis, moreover, so greatly superior in sailing 
qoalities, so much more manageable, even with the 
disadvantage of her leevrard position, should have 
allowed the clumsy Bouhomme Richard to get 
alongside and grapple her, does not indicate the 
best seamanship. 

There seems to have been a prevalent belief in 
1 BlterbVTie, 117. 
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England jnst after the battle, expFessed in a letter 
of Lord Korth, that the Serapie Bnooeeded in beat- 
ing off the Bonhomme Biohard and waa then obliged 
to strike to the Alliance-^ It is certain that Fear- 
Boa greatly exa^^rated the part taken by Landaia 
in the engagement. It la established by the over- 
whelming weight of testimony that the Alliance 
fired jnst three broadsides, all of them after the two 
chief contestants were lashed together; and that 
these broadsides damaged the Bonhomme Bichaxd 
more than they did the Serapia. Many shot-holea 
found on the port side of the Richard most have 
been made by the fire of the Alliance, for that side 
was never turned towards the Serapis. Many officers 
of the squadron, both American and French, sus- 
pected Landais of treachery, and according to their 
testimony he admitted that he would have been 
well pleased at the surrender of the Kiohard, which 
would have ^ven him an opportunity to enter the 
oottteat, capture both ships and reap the glory .^ 

Meanwhile the Pallas and the Countess of Scar- 
borough bad fought an engagement. It was sup- 
posed on board the Bonhomme Bichard at the time 
that it was the Alliance that engaged the Soar- 
borough.' Of this action Jones says in his report 
of October 3 : " Captain Cottineau engaged the 
Countess of Scarborough and took her after an 
hour's action, while the Bon homme Bichard en- 

1 BUp/ardSaekvmi MSS., 145. 
* Log aftht BatAomne Bidatrd. 
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gi^ed tlie Serapis. The Conntesa of Scarborongh 
is an armed ship of 20 six-ponnders and was com- 
manded by a King's ofBcer. In the action the Coun- 
tess of Scarborongh and the Serapig were at a con- 
siderable distance asunder, and the Alliance, as I 
am informed, fired into the FsUas and killed some 
men. If it should be asked why the convey was suf- 
fered to escape, I must answer that I was myself 
in no oHidition to pursne and that none of the rest 
showed any inclination, not even Mr. Bicot [in the 
Vengeance], who had held off at a distance to wind- 
ward during the whole action. . . . The Alliance 
too was in a state to pursue the fleet, not having 
had a single man wounded or a single shot fired at 
her from the Serapis, and only three that did eze- 
ontion from the CountesB of Scarborough at such 
a distance that one stuck in the side and the other 
two just touched and then dropped into the water. 
The Alliance killed one man only on board the 
Serapis. As Captain de Cottinean charged himself 
with manning and securing the prisoners <^ the 
Countess of Scarborough, I think the escape of 
the Baltic fleet cannot so well be charged to his 
aoconnt." ^ 

Captun Pieroy of the Countess of Scarborough, 
in his report to Captain Pearson, has left the only 
det^ed account of the fight between his ship and 
the Pallas. " About two minutes," he says, " after 
yon began to engage with the largest ships of the 
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enemy's squadron, I receiTed a broadside from one 
of the frigates, wUoh I instantly returned and con- 
tinued engaging her for about twenty minntes, 
when she diopt astern. I then made sail up to the 
Serapis, to see if I could ^ve you any assistance, 
but upon ooming near you I found you and the 
enemy so close tc^ther and covered with smoke 
that I could not distinguish one ship from the 
other; and for fear I might fire into the Serapis 
instead of the enemy, Z backed the main-top-sul in 
order to eng^e the attention of one <^ the frigates 
that was then coming up. When she got on my stat^ 
board quarter she gave me her btoadside, which, as 
soon as I could get my guns to bear (which was very 
soon done), I returned and continued enga^ng her 
for near two hours, when I was so unfortunate as 
to have all my braces, great part of the running 
rig^ng, main and mizen top-sail sheets shot away, 
seven of the guns dismounted, four men killed and 
twenty wounded, and another frigate coming up on 
my larboard quarter." Piercy then surrendered.^ 

Captains Pearson and Fien^ were subsequently 
tried by a court martial, the verdict of which was 
that they and their officers and men "have not 
only acquitted themselves of their duty to their 
country, but have in the execution of such duty 
done infinite credit to themselves by a very obstinate 
defence against a superior force." * 

> Mamt, ix, 48. 

■ Brit. Ada. Bie., CoarU Martial, No. G31G (Manih 10, 1180). 
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These c<mte8tB attracted much attention on shore 
and many spectators viewed the scene from flam- 
borough Head and Scarborough. Bright moonlight 
made objects Tisihle at a distance and the spectacle 
must have been impressive. A letter from Scar- 
borongh says: " Soon after our arrival on Thursday 
evening we were told there was an engagement at sea; 
I immediately threw up the sash of the nwm I was 
in and we had a fair view of the engagement, which 
appeared very severe, for the firing was frequently 
so quick that we oonld scarce count the shots." * 

After the battle the Bouhomme Richard was on 
fire in several places and was leaking rapidly. There 
was five feet of water in the hold, one pump had 
been shot away, and the three others were barely 
able to keep the water from gaining, in a smooth 
sea. "The fixe broke <mt in various parts of the 
ship," says Jones, " in spite of all the water that 
could be thrown to quench it and at length broke 
out as low as the powder magazine and within a few 
inches of the powder. In that dilemma I took out 
the powder upon deck, ready to be thrown over- 
board at the last extremity, and it was 10 o'clock 
the next day, the 24tfa, before the fire was eutirely 
extinguished. . . . After the carpenters, as well as 
Capt. de Cottineaa and other men of sense, had 
well examined and surveyed the ship (which was 
not finished before five in the evening), I found 

1 London Chrtmida, SeptMsbtr 80, 1779. Sm »1m SiiL Man, 
Cm*., Bep«rt sir, App. i, 81. 
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every person to be convboed that it was impossible 
to ^ep the Bon homme Richard afloat so as to 
reaoh a port if the vind should inorease, it being 
dien only a moderate breeze. I had but little time 
to remove my vonnded, vhich now became onavoid- 
able and vhioh 'was effected in the coarse of the night 
and next morning. I was determined to keep the 
Bon homme Richard afloat and if possible to bring 
her into port For that purpose the first lieutenant 
of the Pallas eontinDed on board with a party of 
men to attend the pumps, with boats in waituig 
ready to take them on board in oaae the water 
ahould gain on them too fast. The wind augmented 
in the night and the next day, on llie 26th, so that 
it was imposuble to prevent the good old ship from 
sinkii^. They did not abandon her till after 9 
o'clock ; the water was then up to the lower deck 
and a little after ten I saw with inexpressible grief 
the last glimpse of the B(»i homme Richard. Ko 
lives were lost with the ship, but it was impossible 
to save the stores of any sort whatever. I lost even 
the best part of my clothes, books and papers ; and 
several of my officers lost all their clothes and 
efEeots."^ 

Just after the action seven Englishmen of the 
Richard's crew stole a boat from the Serapis and 
escaped ashore, where they gave an aooount of the 
omise and battle and of Jones's intentions as they 

1 Sbrtam*, 117, 118 ; Sandt, 166-188. .Sm Fanning, 01, (or • 
dMoiptioii of the ^l"^"g of the BanbomiiM Kiohaid. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



478 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTION 

trnderstood them.^ The ey&-witnesB at Scaiv 
botougli says that the day after the engagement 
" six sail vere seen aboat two leagues off at sea, 
maoh shattered, one of which, a large ship, had lost 
her mainmast ; they kept their station all that day. 
Testerday morning [September 26] they were gone 
to the northward, as is snpposed, for the wind woold 
not Hoit for any other quarter." " They had ap- 
parently drifted oB before the wind, as they were 
not yet in a condition to make saiL 

The situation of the squadron on the British 
coast ^ras becoming dangerous, and yet before flight 
was possible a vast amount of work was to be done 
in repairing the injuries to the Serapis sufficiently 
to make her seaworthy. Jones took command of 
her when the Bonhonmie Richard sank and after 
BtrenuouB exertions, at 1 A.H. September 28, ac- 
cording to her journal, " Gott up a Jury Mun 
Mast." By evening the squadron whs ready to bdjI 
and the commodore signalled to stand to the west- 
ward, and a few hours later, to the eastward. 
Meanwhile on the very day of tiie battle Admiral 
Hardy, commanding the Channel fleet, who had re- 
o^red orders to send a strong force in search of 
the American sqaadron, dispatched flve ships on 
that dnty.' A letter from Bridlington, September 
24, says that in the opinion of tJie sailors who had 

1 Lmdm Chnmidt, Septsmbw, 28, 30, 1779; Botton OatttU, 
Jannuy 8, 178a 

> London dnmids, Septembw 30, 1779; 

■ Brit. Adn. B«c, A, J>. 96, Septembw 2S, 1779. 
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escaped ashore " Jones's plan was to destroy Scar- 
boTongli, Bridlington and Hull, witli some other 
places; and that he intended landing at Flam- 
hoTOngh yesterday morning, hut the sea ran too 
li%h." ^ It was reported from Hull, September 26, 
that the aqnadroa was stiU -risible from Ham- 
borongh Head that morning steering north, and 
that it was scarcely out of sight when four British 
vessels appeared in pursuit.* The oorrespondent 
who had been watching events from Scarborough 
says that on the same morning " eight of our ships 
of war appeared in sight, and which are gone in 
search of Jones." 

The state of mind along the east coast of Eng- 
land at the time is reflected in a letter of the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, written to Lord Weymouth 
September 28. Speaking of the defenses of Hull 
he says : " I shall not hesitate to say that from an 
Attack by Frigates or Ships of "War it was entirely 
without defence ; the Artillery in the Fort — its 
only defence — were nnservioeable both from the 
Carriages being entirely rotten and also from most 
<^ the (runs which carried any Weight of Metal 
being honeycombed and dangerous to Use. ... A 
ship of 60 Guns can lay, even at low Water, within 
less than 400 Yards of the Town, In Paul Jones's 
Squadron the lai^eat Vessel .was a 40 Ghm Ship, so 
that whatever Force he bad could have come up. It 
appeared to me that not only from the Information 
1 London Clranieb, September 30, ITIV. * Ibid. * Ibid. 
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of a Man who had been pnt by Paul Jones into a 
prize and who had assisted veiy principally in se- 
curing the men and bringing her in with the As- 
sistance of a Hull Pilot, but also from the Size and 
Number of Ships in Paol Jones's Squadron, that 
there could not be any Number of Soldiers or Ma- 
rines oa Board," or that any foroe could be landed 
which could not be replied by the militia of the 
neighborhood, insuring the safety of Hull and its 
shipping. "I conoeived very differently in regard 
to an attempt being made by the Sqnadron coming 
np Humber. I therefore pressed as much as I pos- 
sibly could that every ElfEort should be made to 
prepare Batteries and get what Artillery could be 
had. ... At the Meetiag on Friday Morning In- 
telligence came that the Serapia and Countess of 
Scarborongh had been seen shortening sail, oorer- 
ing the Baltic Fleet and waiting for Paul Jones " ; 
and later " that the Engagement was b^nn, but it 
growing dark, the Event of a very Warm Action 
was not known. . . . The Unfortunate Event of 
their bdng Captured after a moat Severe Engage- 
ment came to our Knowledge at Hull on Friday 
Evening, when the Mayor immediately called a 
Meeting, and at which the Proportion of preparing 
Batteries was unanimously adopted." ' 

The British ships in search of Jones did not find 

him, although he was " tossing about to and fro in 

the North Sea for ten days in contrary winds and 

1 Amtr. Hut. Bevitw, April, IfilO. 
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'bad weather, in order to gain tlie pott of Doiikirk, 
on account of the prisoners." NotwithstandiDg the 
uiBtmctions goTeming the cruise named the T«zet 
as the port of destination, Jones wished to pnt into 
Dunkirk, so as to place his prizes and prisoners at 
once onder French jurisdiction, and it would have 
saved him mttoh annoyance had this been possible. 
The other captains, however, insisted upon carrying 
out llie letter of the instructions and bore away 
for the TexeL Jones was forced to follow or to 
proceed alone to Dunkirk and he chose the former 
alternative. The squadron anchored off the Tezel 
Octobers, 1779. * 

The conmiodore spent nearly three months at the 
Tezel refitting his ships and then waiting for an 
opportunity to get away, being blockaded by a 
British squadron cruising outside. The purpose of 
the Fr^ich Minister of Marine in mnViTig the 
Texel the objective point of the cruise was that a 
convoy might be furnished for a number of vessels 
loaded with naval and military stores which it was 
derared to bring to France. Also it was hoped that 
the Indien might be taken into a French port, and 
the French ambassador to Holland, to whom Jones 
reported on his arrival, wished to obtain from the 
Dutch government authority for the sale of the 
ship to some merchant who could place her under a 

> Sandi, 200; Sherbimf, 12a Fannins, 64-66, wmjw Oibj wera 
oluied into the Tanl by a Biitiih iqiiadioa, irhioli ramuiwd oot. 
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neutral fl^. NotluDg of this sort, howerer, vas 
accomplished, and the only useful purpose served 
by the presence of the squadron in neutral waters 
was increasing the estrangement between England 
and Holland which ultimately led to war, mani- 
festly to the advantage of the United States. If 
Jones could have gone directly to the French port of 
Dunkirk, much vexation and embarraaBment would 
have been saved and he could readily have dis< 
posed of his prizes and prisoners. The British am- 
bassador at the Hague, upon the arrival of tlie 
squadron, made a vehement protest to the Dntch 
goTornment, and demanded " that these ships and 
their crews may be stopped and delivered np, 
which the pirate Paul Jones of Scotland, who is a 
rebel subject and criminal of the state, has taken."* 
The Dntch, however, moved slowly in the matter 
and refused to commit themselves as to the Icf^fy 
of the captures. Jones was allowed time to refit his 
ships and was permitted to land his wounded, so 
that they might be oared for in a fort which vras 
placed at his disposaL He entered into an agree- 
ment with Captain Pearson, according to which the 
wounded prisoners were to be guarded and cared 
for at the eipense of the United States and later 
exchanged for Americans.^ 

In coQseqaence of the charges against him Cap- 

1 SlitrburM, 129. 

* Ibid.. 12S-13S, 174 ; Sand,. 200-218 ; Wharton, iii, 3S6, 397 ; 
ArrJUea de la Uarint, B* 91, 1S8, B* 16$, 176. 
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tain Landals was ordered back to Paris by Frankliu, 
October 16. With respect to these charges, twenty- 
five in nnmber, and formally drawn up October 30, 
th^re was a practical nnanimity of opinion among 
the <^oers of the sqnadton as to the reprehenedble 
conduct of Laodais during the cruise. Four ofBcers 
of the Alliance, including the first lieutenant, at- 
tested that several people on board that ship " t(^ 
Cf^itain Landais at different times that he fired 
upon the wrong ship ; others refused to fire." i 
Sometime after the departure of Landais, Jtmes 
took command of the Alliance, all the other vessels 
having been put under the French flag to avoid 
oomplicationa with Holland. Arrangements were 
made for the exchange of prisoDera and the dis- 
posal of prizes. The squadron had taken more than 
enough prisoners to procure the release l^ exchange 
of all the Americans confined in England. The 
plan adopted was to exchange Jones's prisoners for 
French at the Texel, Fnmce agreeing to give the 
same number of English in France for the Ameri- 
cans in England. Jones was offered a French com- 
mission,which would further have facilitatedmatters, 
but he resolutely refused it and saved the Alliance 
from being also jdaced under the French flag. His 
situation was daily growing more uncomfortable, 
as the Dutch were unwilling longer to disregard 
the importunity oE the British ambassador. He 
was at last peremptorily ordered l^ the Dutch ad- 
1 Sierbume, 166-171. 
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mini to depart with the first favorable wind. He 
was ready to sail Beoember 1, and then waited 
nearly four weeks for an opportunity. On the 13th, 
he wrote to Franklin ; " We hear that the enemy 
still keeps a squadron cruising off here, but this 
shall not prevent my attempts to depart whenever 
Hie wind will permit. I hope we have recovered 
the trim of this ship, which wag entirely lost during 
the last cruise, and I do not much fear the enemy 
in the long and dark nights of this season. The 
ship is well manned and ahall not be given away, 
I need not tell you 1 will do my utmost to take 
prisoners and prizes in my way from hence."* 
About this time Captain Conyngham, who had es- 
caped from prison in England and had crossed over 
to Holland,' came aboard the Alliance. At last, 
with a favoring east wind, the ship got away from 
the Texel December 27, 1779, and succeeded in 
running the bLockade of the British squadron out- 
side.' 

With her best American colors flying, the ADi- 
anoe "passed along the Flemish banks and getting 
to windward of the enemy's fleets of observation in 
the North Sea," ran through the Straits of Dover 
in full view of the British fleet in the Downs. 
During the night of December 28 several vessels 

I Saudi, 2SS; TTIaricni, iii, 42S, 

' 8m abora, p. 377. 

» Smdi, 218-248; SJW*un.(,145-lS2, 174-184, 219; Wharton, 
m, 878, 379, 424, 425, 430, 431, 686 ; Arddvet dt la Jtonne, B* 
172, 14a 
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were seen and the next momiDg the frigate passed 
" the Isle of Wight, in view of the enemy's fleet 
at Spitbead, and in two days more got safe through 
the channel, having passed l^ windward in sight 
of several of the enemy's lai^ two-decked omising 
ships." 1 Jones then cruised a week or more to the 
southward and off Cape Finisterre. January 8,1780, 
he captured a brig which he sent to America. He 
went into Coruna January 16, where he was well 
Eeceived l^' the Spanish. Conyngham left the Alli- 
ance here and joined a ship bound to America. 
Jones sailed again, January 28, for another cruise 
off Cape Finisterre, but meeting with no success, 
put into Groiz Koads February 10. At L'Orient, 
Jones found the Serapis awaiting condemnation. 
She and the Countess of Scwrborough and Pallas 
had gone from the Texel to Dunkirk, whence the 
Serapis had proceeded to L'Orient. She was even- 
tually sold there, and the Countess of Scarborough 
atDnnkirk.3 

The fdtnati(Mi of the United States respecting 
naval conditions at the end of 1779 was relatively 
better than in the two previous years ; the falling- 
off was proportionatdy less. The heavy annual loss 

1 Band,, 24S, 244. 

* BluTbmnie, 184-190, 210 ; Fanning, 16-10 ; Lag of the AUiaaa ; 
Pain. Mag. Hitt. and Biogr., Jauoar;, ISM ; Jow M38., Fabrnu; 
10, 12, 1760, JoDM to OoDcUda A Moylui ud to Fruklin ; 
ArAiva d» la JToHm, B^ 93, 83, 36, 07, 00, B« 178, 146, 162, B* ■ 
IS (Jurier, 1780), 
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in frigates was less heavy ; there were fewer fri- 
gates to lose, and the Wanen was the aalj one 
dropped from the list. The loss of the sloop Prori- 
dence was keenly felt becanse of her very useful 
and guccesafnl career. Other small vessels that 
passed away were the aloop of war General Gates, 
the brig Diligmit, the cutter Berenge uid the sloop 
Argo. Of the original thirteen frigates there still 
remained the Providence, Trumbull, and Boston ; 
the Tmmbnll had at laat made her escape from the 
Connecticut Biver, but was not yet ready for sea. 
The Deane, Queen of France, uid Banger i^so re- 
muned ; and two prime thirty-two-gnn frigates, the 
Alliance and Confederacy, first went into active 
service in 1779. Vessels still under construction 
were slowly progressing towiu^ completion. The 
four vessels fitted ont in France to cruise nnder the 
American flag were for temporary service only. Un- 
fortunately the prize ship Serapis was not procured 
for the Continental navy ; no money was available 
for her purchase. The achievements of the navy 
during the year were gratifying. The several suc- 
cessful cruises in American waters and the brilliant 
exploits of Jones added reputation to the service. 
The Penobscot expedition was chiefly a local affair 
and the gloom produced by the disaster did not, 
in its foil intensity at least, overspread the whole 
country. 

In 1779, privateering played a still more impor- 
tant part in naval warfare than before. Two hun- 
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dred and nine oommi88i(HU were granted by the 
Contin^ital Congress to private armed vesselB, 
Mgb^ more than the Dumber o£ the previoos year. 
The enterprise of the separate states also in this 
mode of sea-wrvice oontinaed to develop and in- 
crease. Greater activity was likewise displayed by 
the English. From August, 1778, to April, 1779, 
one hundred privateers were fitted out in Liverpool, 
a^regating more than twenfy-foor thousand tons, 
mounting sixteen hundred and fif^ guns and with 
crews numbering more than seventy-foor hundred 
m^i. A list of British privateers fitted out at New 
York, published in April, comprised one hundred 
and twenty-one vessels, including two of thir^-six 
guns each, one thirty, one twen^-^bt, and thirty 
others of twen^ or more guns, the whole manned 
by about ninety-six hundred men. Another list, 
compiled for Admiral Ciambier, February 27, " of 
Private Ships and Vessels of War belonging to the 
Port of New York, now at Sea," contains sixty-nine 
names. Many American vessels were taken by these 
privateers, of which, however, many in turn were 
captured.^ 

During the year 1779, the British navy increased, 
in the total number of ships, from four hundred 
and thirty-two to four hundred and eighty-one ; ships 

> Ifaval Btcordi (oftlemlu), 217-405, liat of Contiiwiitil Utters 
of nuiqae ; London Ckronidt, April 1, 29, 177S ; Mamachtuau Spy, 
April 20, Jane 3, 1779 ; Botlon Pott, Marah 13, 27, 1779 ; Brit. 
JdM. Bee., A. D. 4S9, Fabrnar; 27, 1779. Th* fint New Tiwk lilt 
ii pfasDmabl; tbe ume u tliat cited on p. 364. 
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ia oommissioD, from three Imndred and seyenteen 
to tluee tmndred aad sixt^'-foar. Seventy thousand 
men manned the navy. On the North American 
station a smaller fleet was' maintuned than dming 
the two preceding yean. With enemies on the con- 
tinent of Enrope to pzovide agtunst, a larger part 
of &.e naval force was kept at home or employed 
in other seas. Only about sixty vesselB were sta- 
tioned in Xorth America and less than half of these 
were frigates or larger ships. A powerful fieet was 
held in the West Indies.^ 

It is stated that in 1779, five hundred and mz- 
teen vessels, of which twenty-nine were privateers 
and the others merchantmen, were captured from 
the British by their enemies ; bow many (tf them 
by Americans does not appear. One houdred and 
eleven of these were retaken or ransomed. Daring 
the same time the British took two hundred and 
sixty-nine vessels from their enemies, of which 
thirty-one were privateers, and five were recaptured.' 
Other lists cover too short a period of time to be <^ 
value and presumaMy have been included in the 
above compilation.* The Continental navy captured 
forty-four vessels, including three regular men-of- 
war and several privateers, letters of marque, and 
armed transports.* 

1 Hiiiuuiy, 211 j Sdomberg, i, 4S3 ; Aimon, Tiii, 3U, 315, Brit. 
Adm. Bee., A. D. m, April 8, A. D. 486, KagaM SO, 1770, lirti «f 
■hipa employed under Admirals Qambisr vA AibntliiKit. 

>C!low«, ui,39a. •^noM, 11,343, 360, 351, 364, SB8. 

• SetKT, ii, 28, 30, 288. 
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CHAPTEE XIV 

NATAL OPERATIONS IN 1T80 

South Carolina and Georgia, far from tlie seat 
of the Continental government and from the head- 
qnarters of the army, were peonliarly exposed to 
attaek, yet for more than two years after the on- 
successful attempt of the BritiBh to take Charles> 
tou in 1776, they were not seriously menaced. In 
December, 1778, however, the English got posses- 
uon of Savannah, and daring the next year they 
determined npon another effort to capture the 
whole lower South. Admiral D'Estaing spent more 
than half of 1779 in the West Indies, where, with 
the exertion of the conquest of Orenada, he reaped 
little glory in his encounters with the British. Up 
to this time the actual assistance he had rendered 
to the American cause was alight and there was 
general dissatisfaction with the meagre results thus 
far derived from the French alliance. D'Estung's 
aid being now requested in frustrating the British 
designs on the South, he appeared off the coast of 
Greotgta, September 1, 1779, with a powerful fleet, 
although he had been ordered back to France, and 
joined General Lincoln in an attempt to recapture 
Savannah. Throngh delay, however, the opportnnity 
was lost and their assault when made was onsno- 
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cessfnl. D'Gstung then Biuled for Fraace and 
Lincoln fell back on Cliarleston. Greneral Clinton 
Bailed from New York for Soath Carolina late in 
December, 1779.^ 

Tlie fall extent of the benefit derived from the 
French aUianoe was not appreciated at that early 
day in America. Its effect on the Brittah ima^na- 
tion and the potential wught of the French fleet, 
its mere presence on the ooean, were not iuc(msid< 
erable. An intercepted letter from General Clinton 
to Lord George Germain, dated Savannah, January 
SO, 1780, captured on a British packet 1^ an 
American prirateer, g^ves a view of the military 
situation as seen by English eyes and discloses a 
state of mind not free from apprehension. Clinton 
seems to have been impressed by the strength of 
Washington's army and of its position and devoted 
his ener^es before going South to streogthening 
the defenses of Xew York. " The violent demon- 
strations of the rebels," he wrote, " which threatened 
a determined attack on the post at New York in 
oonjnnction with a large naval and land armament 
under Count d'Est^g, then directing itself against 
the garrison at Savannah, necessarily turned onr 
whole endeavours to defeat so alarming a combina- 
tion. . . . Not a moment was to be lost in such a 
critical conjuncture, for every moment was import- 
1 MtAa», 365-376 ; Narr. and Crit. Sui., vi, 610-624 ; ateveiu, 
1203, 123S, 1246, 1247, 2010, 2011, 202Si Almon, yii, 244-248, 
via, 182, 298, ix, 66 ; SUpfard-SadaaU MSS., 146-149 ; Channmg, 
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ant and expected to oome with the sooomit of 
d'Estaing'B appearance before OUT harhonr." Waah- 
ington not only had a superior pOBition in the 
Highlands, but likewise ahmg the shore to the east, 
where "every advantage of water was also in his 
power 1^ the Sound and, under protection of the 
French fleet, exposed us to the most perplexing 
embarrassments. Assailable in so many points and 
every instant expecting d'Estaing, we had but time 
to look towards and take measures for our own de- 
fence and the occasion required us to put forward 
our best exertions. I do not reckon among the lesser 
misfortunes of the last year the operations of 
d'Estaing on the American coast, the vast relief 
thereby given to the Rebel trade and the injury 
which it brought upon our*s, the impression it car> 
ried home to the minds of the people, of oar lost 
dominion of the sea, and the disposition of the 
French to give them every assistance reconcileable 
with the general objects of the war, to oompleat 
our ruin on the Continent." * 

Commodore Whipple's squadron, oonBisting of 
the frigates Providence, Boston, and Queen of 
France, and the Ranger, arrived at Charleston 
December 28, 1779. An officer of the Providence 
wrote home : " On our arrival here we found our de- 
signs gainst the enemy frustrated, as they had not 
attempted nor is it probaUe they will attempt any- 

* AlMon, X, 36, 37, reprinted from Ptnntghania Joarnal, April 
8, 1760. 8a« Channit^, ui, 800, SOI. 
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thing agunst thia town tbia season." This was writ- 
ten Januaiy 8, 1780. Three days later he added: 
" Since writing the above, we have received an ac- 
count that the enemy are bnilding flat boats and 
making preparations for another expedi^on agunst 
this town, which they say is to oommenoe as soon 
as thwr reinforcement arrives from New-York. If 
th^ should attempt it, I believe it will terminate 
as mnch to their dishonour as their cause and atv 
tions deserve, as the town and river are well forti- 
fied." '■ January 24, the Providence and Itanger 
went to sea for a short cruise. The same officer 
says : '* On our way to Tybee in Greor^ we cap- 
tured 3 transports, a brig of 14 guns and two armed 
sloops, which were loaded with cloathing, some mil- 
itary stores, a few infaotry, about forty light drag- 
oons of Lord Cathoart's legion, 7 or 8 ofBcers, as 
many passengers, two horses, and military furni- 
ture for forty others, which they were obliged to 
throw overboard in some heavy gales on their pas- 
sage. By these vessels we learn that 140 sail left 
New- York about 4 weeks before, nnder convf^ of 
6 or 7 ships of the line and several frigates, with 
troops destined for Savannah. Then we proceeded 
to l^bee, at the bar of which we saw a very oon- 
uderable number of ships at anchor (five of them 
appeared to be above 36 gnns) and a variety of 
smaller vessels, &c. The object of our voyage was 
to .take some of their transports, that we might 

> Indgietidaa CiranUU, Febrauj S4, 1T80. 
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gun intelligenoe of their strengtih and make wliat 
discoveries we ooold with respect to their sitnation 
at l^bee ; this being done we returned on Thonday 
[Janoary 27]. The force of the enemy must be 
great, considering the number of Tesaels employed 
to transport them. Some say that Sir 'Henry Clin- 
ton commands in person, others Lord ComwalliB. 
Let it be who it may, I believe ve shall have a 
pretty serioas affair of it. There can be no donbt 
bat their intention is to carry this town."' 

Gieneral Lincoln had about four thousand men 
at Charleston and the defenses of the oity were 
strengthened as far as possible. G^eneral Clinton 
landed, February 11, south of the town and ad- 
vanced upou it and invested it on the land side with 
tat thousand troops, while a British fleet under Ad- 
miral Aibuthnot, consisting of one fifty-gun ship, 
two forty-fours, and four thirty-twos, with smaller 
vessels, lay ont^de. On aoooimt of shallow water 
inside the bar, there was no practicable anchorage 
from which the American veesek could operate to 
advantage in defense oE the channel and dispute 
the passage of the hax by the British. To inquiries 
of General Lincoln on this point a board of three 
naval captains and five pilots replied, February 27, 
that there was no anchorage within three miles of 
the bar. " In the place where the ships can be an- 
chored, tiie bar cannot be covered or annoyed. . . . 
Our opinion is that the ships can do most effectual 
> LtdgtauUnt Cinmdt, April 0, 17S0. 
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servioe for the defence and Becnrity of tlie town, to 
act in ooajuDction with Fort Moultrie, which we 
think will best answer the purpose of the ships be- 
ing sent heie. . . . Oar reasons are that the chan- 
nel is so narrow between the fort and the middle 
ground, that thc^ may be moored m as to rake the 
channel and prevent the enemy's troops being 
landed to annoy the fort"^ The sinking of hulks 
or other obstmctionfl in this narrow part of the 
channel was apparently not attempted. The Ameri- 
cans destroyed the lightbonse and ranges ; also Fort 
Johnson, on the south side of the harbor, to pre- 
vent its falling into the hands of Hie enemy. This 
work was done by Captain Tucker of the Boston. 
In'addition to Hie Continental ships the South Car- 
olina navy famished four vessels for the defense 
of Charleston, two of which, the Bncole, 44, and 
the Truite, 26, had been purchased from France; 
the other two were the General Moultrie, 20, and 
the Notre Dame, 16. Two French ships in the har- 
bor, L'Aventure, 26, and Folacre, 16, also took part. 
In his report of May 14 to the Brilish Admir- 
alty, after telling of landing the army. Admiral 
Arbnthnot saya : " Preparations were next made for 
passing the squadron over Charles-town bar, where 
£at] high water spring tides there is only nineteen 
feet water. The guns, provision and water were 
taken out of the Renown, Roeback, and Bomolus, 
to lighten them, and we lay in that situation on the 

1 Tucker, 132-134. 
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open ooast in the winter season of the year, exposed 
to tbe insults of the enemy for sixteen days, before 
an opportonity offered of going into the harbour, 
which was effected without any aoddent on the 20th 
of March, notwithstanding the enemy's galleys con- 
tinually attempted to prevent our boats from soond- 
ing the ohanneL . . . The rebel naval force . . . 
made an appearance of disputing the passage up 
the river at the narrow pass between Sullivan's 
island and the middle ground, having moored their 
ships and galleys in a position to make a raking 
fire as we approached Fort Moultrie, but on the 
squadron arriving near the bar and anchoring on 
the inside, they abandoned that idea, retired to the 
town, and changed their plan of defence. The Bri- 
ode, Notre Dame, Queen of France, Tmite and 
General Moultrie frigates, with several merchant 
ships, fitted with chevanz de frize on their decks, 
were sunk in the channel [of the Cooper Biver] 
between the town and Shute's Folly; a boom was 
blended across, composed of cables, chains and 
f^Mirs, seoored by the ship's masts, and defended 
from the town by strong batteries of [dmento logs, 
in which were mounted upwards of forty pieces (d 
heavy cannon. ... As soon as the army began to 
erect their batteries agunst the town I took the first 
favourable opportunity to pass Sullivan's Island, 
upon which there is a strong fort and batteries, the 
chief defence of the harbour ; accordingly I weighed 
at one o'clock on the 9th [of April] with the Roe- 
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buok, Bichnumd, Bomnlns, Bbnde, Vir^^ma, Ba- 
leigh, acd Sandwich armed ship, the Renown bring- 
ing up the rear, and passing through a severe fire, 
anchored in about two hours under James Island, 
with the loss of twenty-seven seamen killed and 
wounded." The total loss of the BritiBh fleet dur- 
ing the operations about Charleston was twenty- 
three killed and twen^-eigbt wounded. " Tbe Bich- 
mond's foretop-maet was shot away and the ships 
in general sostained damage in their masts and rig- 
ging ; however, not materially in their bolls. But 
tbe Acetns transport, having on board a few naval 
stores, grounded within gnn-shot of Sullivan's Is. 
land and received so much dam^e that sbe was 
obliged to be abandoned and burnt." ^ 

To prevent the British passing up the Cooper 
River the Americans sunk eleven vessels, including 
those mentioned in Axbnthnot's report. Possibly 
these vessels, or others less valuable than some of 
them, might have been sunk to better advantage in 
the channel below Fort Moultrie, before the British 
crossed the bar. It might also with some reason 
be maintuned that the squadron should have made 
a more vigorous defense of the channel at that 
point in conjunction with the fort ; when by a Incky 
chance a few broadsides might have been able to 
cripple one or more of the British ships while they 
were passing through tbe narrowest places under 
a raking fire and in a disadvantageous positioD. 

1 ^mon, z, 4G, 46. 
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Instead of that, the AmerioanB retired up the mer* 
which they attempted to block. The Banger and 
two galleyB were statdoned above the obstructions 
while the guns and crews of the other naval vessels 
were sent ashore to reinforce the batteries. The 
British lines gradually drew closer to the town and 
American batteries on the north side of the Cooper 
^ Biver were taken. A bombardment began April 12. 
A few entries in the log of the Ranger t«ll the story 
of the dosing days of the siege. April 15: ''Enemy 
Kept up A Constant Cannonading." May 7 : ** At 
6 A.H. we Goold plainly disoover that Our people 
bad Evacoated Fort Moultrie & that the enemy 
had taken Possession of it ; at 7 titej hoisted their 
flag on it." May 8 : " This morning the Enemy 
sent in a Flag of truce, Which Caused a Total ces- 
sation of arms." May 9 : "At 9 f.h. the enemy 
began A most Desperate Cannonading, Throwing 
Shells, and firing of small arms, [which] Contin- 
ued all night, with very little loss on our side." 
May 10: "The enemy still Keeping A constant 
firing of Cannon, Throwing of Shells, Carcases, 
&c" Here the record abruptly ends. Lincoln capit- 
ulated May 11 and Whipple's squadron fell into 
the hands of the enemy. The Providence, Boston, 
and Banger were taken into the British service, 
the two latter under the names Charlestown and 
Hali&x. The ofEcera were paroled and sent to 
Philadelphia.^ 
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The frigate Tmmbnll, vhioh vas laimclied in 
1776, remained in tlie Connecticiit River where she 
was boilt until 1779, unaUe to pass over the bar 
at the mouth of the river. It is said that at the 
Bi^geBtion of Captain Hinman she was finally 
floated over hy means of a number of casks full of 
water placed along her sides, held together by ropes 
passing under the keel and then pumped out, which 
lifted the ship sofBciently to carry her orer the 
bar. She was taken to Kew London and fitted for 
sea. Meanwhile another frigate, the Bourbon, was 
being built on the Conneoticnt River. It was hoped 
that she would soon be at sea and Captmi Thomas 
Bead was ordered to command her, bnt for lack of 
money it was necessary to suspend work on her 
and she was not finished in time to take part in the 
war. Captain James Nicholson was appointed to 
command the Trumbull, September 20, 1779, but 
it was not until April 17, 1780, that cruiring orders 
were sent to him. The Board of Admiralty, which 
had succeeded the Marine Committee in the admin- 
istration of naval affiiirs, intended that the Trum- 
bull should cruise in company with other Contin- 
ental ships, but not with privateers ; of such joint 
expeditions the board disapproved. Meanwhile, 

^IJU Banger; Bu^ford-SackeiUt M88., 102 (Arbntlinot to Gar- 
nain, M&; 16, 1780) ; Penn. Mag. Hitt. and Biogr., April, 1691, 
Jonmal at LianMUDt Jeimhan ; Mar. Com. Letter Book, 20S, 264 
(Fefanury 22, 1780) ; Botton QatOU, April 17, Jnl; 10, 1780; 
Indgitndeni Cironide, H«; 11, 1780; i>auw>n, oh. liz; Narr, and 
Cril. Hut., yi, B24-527 ; ChtaMng, Si, 817, 31& 
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apparently awaiting an opportuni^ to get a nnin- 
bex of vessels together, the orders of April 17 were 
repeated May 22 ; they prescribed a omise for the 
Trmnbnll alone until the end of June.' 

The Trumbnll sailed from New L<nidon late in 
May and had not been long at sea when she fell in 
with the British letter of marque Watt and was 
soon engaged in one of the hardest-fought naval 
actions of the war. In Nicholson's account of the 
battle he says : ** At half past ten in the morning 
of June [Ist] , lat, 35. N. long. 64 W. we discovered 
a sul from the mast-head and immediately handed 
all our sails, in order to keep ourselves undiscovered 
until she came nearer to us, she being to windward. 
At eleven we made her to be a large ship from 
the dech, coming down about three points upon our 
quarter ; at half past eleven we thought she hauled 
a point more astern of ns. We therefore made buI 
and hauled upon a wind towards her, upon which 
she came right down upon our beams ; we then 
took in our small sails, hauled the courses up, hove 
the maintop-sail to the mast, got all clear far ac- 
tion, and waited for her. 

(' At half past eleven we filled the main-top (the 
ship being then about gun-shot to windward of us) 
in order to fry her sailing, also that by her hauling 
up after us we might have an opportunity of dis- 
1 Platen Nea London HUt. Svc, IV, i, 47 ; Mar. Cam. LetUr 
Boot, 238, 240, 241, 243, 262, 274, 276, 280, 2%, 288 (September 
20, Ootoba e, 12, 21, Deeember 18, 1770, April 7, 11, IT, Ha;, 
12, 22, 23, 1780). 
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oovering her broacUide. She immediate];' got her 
nuun tack ont and stood after ns ; we then obaenred 
she had thirteen porta of a side, excloBiTe of her 
briddle ports, and eight or ten on her quarter deck 
And forecastle. After a very short exhortation to 
my people they most ohearfally agreed to fight her ; 
at twelve we found we greatly outsiuled her and 
got to windward of her ; we therefore determined 
to take that advantage. Upon her ohserving onr 
intentatm she edged away, fired three shot at ng 
and hoisted British oolonrs as a challenge ; we inL- 
mediately wore after her and hoisted British (xA- 
ours also. This we did in order to get peaceably 
alongside of her, npMi which she made vs a private 
signal and npon our not answering it she gave ns 
the first broadside, we then being under British 
oolours and about one hnndred yiurds distant. We 
immediately hoisted the Continental oolours and 
returned her a broadside, then about ei^t^ yards 
distance, when a furious and close action cocunenoed 
and continued for five glasses, no time of which we 
were more than eighty yards asunder and the greater 
part of the time not above fifty ; at one time our 
yard-arms were almost enlocked. She setus twice on 
fire with her wads, as we did her onoe ; she had 
difBoolty in extinguishing her*B, being obliged to 
ont all ber larboard quarter nettings away. 

" At the expiration of the above time my first 
Lieutenant, after consulting and agreeing witb the 
second, came aft to me and desired I would observe 
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the Bitnation of our maats and ri^^fing, wliiob were 
going over the side ; therefore bulged I would quit 
her befare that happened, otherwise we should cer- 
tainly be taken. I therefore moat unwillingly left 
her, by standing on the same oonrse we engaged 
on ; I say onwillingly, as I am confident if our masts 
would have admitted of our laying half an hour 
longer alongside of her, she would have strock to 
ns, her flre having almost ceased and her pumps 
both going. Upcmonr going ahead of her she steered 
abont four points away from us. When about mus- 
quet shot asunder, we lost our main and mizen top- 
mast and in spite of all oar efforts we oontinned 
losing our masts nntil we had not one left but the 
foremast and that very bsdly wounded and sprung. 
JBefore night shut in we saw her lose her maintt^ 
mast. I was in hopes when I left her of being able 
to renew the action after securing my mast, but 
upon inquiry found so many of my people killed 
and wounded and my ship so much of a wreck in 
her masts and rig^g, that it was impossible. We 
lost eight killed and thirty one wounded ; amongst 
the former was one lieutenant, one midshipman, one 
Serjeant of marines, and <Hie quarter gunner; 
unongBt the latter was one lieutenant, since dead, 
the captain of marines, the purser, the boatswain, 
two midshipmen, the cockswain, and my clerk, the 
rest were common men, nine of which in the whole 
are mnce dead. No people shewed more true spirit 
and gallantry than mine did ; I bad but one bun< 
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dred and ainety-nine men when the actioB oom- 
menced, almost the irliole of which, exolnuTe of the 
offices, were green country lads, many of them not 
dear of their sea-ackness, and I am well persnaded 
they suffered more in seeing the masts carried away 
than tiiey did in the engagement. 

"We plainly perceived the enemy throw many 
of his men overboard in the action, two in partioo- 
lar which were not quite dead ; from the freqaent 
dries of his wounded and the appearance of his hull, 
I am convinced he must have lost many more men 
than we did and suffered more in his hnlL Our 
damage was most remarkalile and unfortunate in 
our masts and rigging, which I most again say alone 
saved him ; for the last half hour of the action I 
momently expected to see his colours down, bat am 
of opinion he persevered from the appearance (d 
our masts. You will perhaps conclude from the 
above that she was a British man of war, but I beg 
leave to assure you ibat it was not then, nor is it 
now my opinion ; she appeared to me like a French 
East-Indiaman out down. She fought a greater 
number of niarines and more men in her tops than 
we did, the whole of which we either killed or drove 
below. She dismounted two of our guns and silenced 
two more ; she fought four or six imd thirty twelve 
pounders, we fought twenty-four twelve and six 
sixes. I beg leave to assure you that let her be what 
she would, either letter of marque or privateer, I 
give you my honour that was I to have my choice 
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tomorrow, I would sooner fight any two-and-thir^ 
gim frigate tliey hare on the coast o£ America, than 
to £ght that ship over again ; not that I mean to 
degrade the Britiah men of war, far he it from roe« 
but I think she was more formidable and was better 
manned than they are in general.'*^ 

Some farther details are given in a letterof Gil- 
bert Salbmstall, captain td marines on the Tmm- 
bolL **As aocm as she discovered as she, bore down 
for ns. We got ready for action, at one o'clock be> 
gan to engage, and continued withoat the least in- 
termission for five glasses, within pistol shot. It is 
beyond my power to £^ve an adequate idea of the 
carnage, slaughter, havock and destmotum that en- 
sued. Let your imt^nation do its best, it will fall 
short. We were literally out all to pieces ; not a 
ahiond, stay, brace, bowling or any other of our 
rising standing. Our main top-maat shot away, our 
fore, main, mizen, and jigg^ masts gone I^ lih^ 
board, two of our quarterdeck guns disaUed, thro* 
our ensign 62 shot, our mizen 157, maiursaO 660, 
foresail 180, our other sails in proportion. Kot a 
yard in the ship but received one or more shot, «x 
shot through her quarter above the quarter deck, 
four in the waste, our quarter, stem, and nettings 
full of langrage, grape and musket balL We suf- 
fered more than we otherwise Ishould on account of 
the ship that engaged ns being a very dull sailer. 
Our ship being out of command, she kept on onr 
1 Mmm, X, 226-227. 
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starboard qnarter tlie latter part of the engagement. 
After two and a half hours action she haold her 
irind, her pumps going; we edged awaf, so that it 
haxlj may be called a drawn battle."' 

In another letter, of Jane 19, Salttmstall says: 
"Onr tronbles ceased not with the engagement. 
The next day, the 2nd, it blew a heavy gale of wind, 
which soon carried away onr main and mizen masts 
1^ the board, tbe fore topmast followed them and 
had it not been iar the greatest exertions, oar fore> 
mast most have gone also, it being wonnded in 
numy places, bat hy fishing and propping it was 
saved. . . . We remained in this situation till the 
next day, the 8rd, onr men having got a little over 
tbe fittigae <^ the engagement and the daty of the 
ship ; the gale abating we got np jury masts and 
made the best shift. In the night the gale increased 
i^[ain and continued from that time till we got 
soondingB oa George's Banks in 46 fathoms of 
water the 11th instant. We got into Nanta^et 
the 14th, the day following into the harbcw." ' 

Tbe Watt, greatiy shattered, got into New York 
Jnne 11. The accounts of her force vary somewhat. 
She seems to have mounted twenty-six twelve- 
potmders and from rax to ten raxes. Her crew was 
reported to number two hnndred and fifty, bat one 
New York paper made it one hundred and eixty- 
four. Her commander. Captain Conltbard, describ- 

> M^Mndent CSronieit, Jul; 6, 1780. 

■ F<g>tn New LomUm Bim. 8oe^ IV, i, 66. 
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ing the action, says : " Saw a large ship under the 
lee bow, bearing K. W. by W., distant about three 
or four miles ; supposed her to be a rebel vessel 
bound to France and immediately bore down upon 
her. When she peroeiTed we were standing for her 
she hauled up her courses and hove too. We then 
found her to be a frigate of 84 or 36 guns and full 
of men and immediately hoisted our colours and 
fired a gnn ; she at the same time hoisted Saint 
George's colours and fired a gon to leeward. We 
then tooh her for one of his Majesty's omiziiig frig- 
ates and intended speaking to her, but as soon as 
she saw we were getting on her weather quarter, 
they filled their topsails and stood to the east- 
ward. We then fired five guns to bring her to, 
bat she having a clean bottom and we foul and a 
cargo in, could not come up with h^. Therefore, 
finding it a folly to chaoe, fired two guns into her 
and wore ship to the westward; at the same time 
she fired one gnn at us, loaded with grape shot 
and round, and wore after ns. Perceiving this, we 
immediately hauled up our courses and hove too 
for her. 

"She still kept English colours fiying till she 
came within pistol shot on our weather quarter ; she 
then hauled down English colours and hoisted rebel 
colours, upon which we instantly gave her three 
cheers and a broadside. She returned it and we 
came alongside one another and for above seven 
glasses engaged yard arm and yard arm ; my o&- 
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cers and men behaved like true sons of Old Eng- 
land. WMle onr braces were not shot away, we 
box-haaled onr ship four different times aad raked 
her tbrongh the stem, shot away her main topmast 
and main yard and shattered her hull, rig^og and 
aiuls very much. At laat all onr braces and rigging 
were shot away and the two ships lay along-side of 
one another, right before the wind ; she then shot 
a little ahead of ns, got her foresail set and nm. 
We gave her t'other broadude and stood after her ; 
she could only return us two gnns. Not having a 
standing shrond, stay or back-stay, our masts 
wounded tiirough and throngh, onr hull, rigging 
and suls cut to pieces, and being very leaky from 
a number of shot under water, only one pump fit 
to work, the other having been torn to pieces by a 
twelve ponnd shot, after chasing her for eight hours, 
lost sight and made the best of our way to this port. 
We had eleven men killed, two more died the next 
day, and seventy-nine wounded." ^ 

The Board of Admiralty continued to develop 
plans for a cruise by a squadron under Nicholson, 
who was the senior captain of the navy. The Con- 
federacy, Captain Harding, which had been tern- 
porarily repaired at Martinique after her dismast- 
ing and had returned to Philadelphia about May 1, 
the Deane, Captain Samuel Nicholson, brother of 

I Almon, X, 142, 143 ; Mafaehiuiatt Spy. Ai^nat IT, 1T80 ; 
Be^on Gamtt*, Jima 6, 19, Jnl j 24, Aagnat 28, 17S0 ; Zndqitndtnt 
Okroni^ Jnly 6, Septembei 7, IISO; Papcrf JTmi Loadim EiO. 
Boe., IT, I, Bl-U: WiiliamM, 27S. 
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the commodore, and tHe Saratoga, a new eighteen- 
gun sloop of war commanded by Captain Young, 
wore, with the TrumboU, to make up the squadroD. 
These ships were all that remained of the Con- 
tinental navy, in commission at this time, except 
the Alliance. The Deane had made a suocessful 
cmise early in the year, taking a number of prizes. 
She and the Saratc^ were ready for sea in June, 
but the Confederacy and Tmmboll were in need of 
extensive rqnira. Nicholson received a letter from 
the Board of Admiral^, dated June 80, congratn- 
lating him upon '* the gallantry displayed in the 
Defence " of his ship in his recent action with the 
Watt and urging "exertions in Speedily refitting" 
her. Thelong-looked-for reinforcement from France, 
consisting of five thousand troops under General 
Boohambeau, sailed from Brest May 1, oonvf^ed 
by seven ships of the line commanded by Admiral 
do Temay, and arrived at Newport July 12 ; this 
place had been evacuated by the British in Octo- 
ber, 1779. It was intended by Congress that the 
Continental squadron should keep a lookout for 
an expected second division of the French fleet 
from Brest and warn them of the situation of the 
British fleet, and should also cooperate with De 
Temay ; this was in accordance with the wish of 
General Washington, but no nnion of these forces 
took place. All the French ships were blockaded 
by the British — the second division in Brest, 
and De Temay in Newport by a superior force 
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under Arbothnot, who liad retuiiLed from Charles- 
ton.^ 

The Meroory, a packet in the employ of Cod- 
gceaa which had been stationed in Delaware Bay, 
set sail in Anguat for Holland nnder the oominand 
of Captain Fiohles, having on board as passenger 
Henry Laorens, who was sent on an important 
mission to the Dutch government. The Mercury 
was convoyed for a short distance 1^ the Saratoga 
and early in September was captured by a British 
frigate off the Banks of Newfoundland. The dis- 
patches, including a draft of a treaty with Holland, 
were thrown overboard, bat unfortunately did not 
sink and were recovered by the British. Lanrens 
was confined abouta year in the Tower of London.^ 
Many instructioDs were issued for the movo- 
ments of the Continental squadron. August 11, 
the Tmmbull was ordered on a two weeks' cruise 
off the ooast, in a letter which required of Com> 
modoie Nicholson that " all snch prizes as you may 
take and send into this port are to be directed to 
the care of the Board of Admiral^, the prizes 
which you may be Obliged through necessity to 
send into Other Ports you are to direct to the care 

t Mar. Cont. Latter Boei, 2fi9, 202, 206, £81, 284, 286, 298, SIS, 
81G, 322 (JuiauT 81, Pabnury IB, 28, Ha; 2, 12, Jnua 30, An- 
gut 11, 14, 28, 1T80) ; Pop. Ctmt. Congr., 78, 12, (Febrnary 4, 
1780), 87, 228, 287, 311 (April 11, Angiut 1, 6, 1780) ; Baiton Pott, 
April 20, 1760; Bi»ton OaziHt, M»y 1, 1780; Mahan, 382, 383. 

' Mar. Com. LMtr Book, 29G, 811, SIG (June 10, AnyTut 11, 
14, 1780); Pap. Cont. Congr., 87, 481 (Jnlj 18, nSOJ; 5(«wn., 
080,081. 
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of the ContiDeiital Agent of the district. Yon are 
always to Observe that yon are to give the prefer- 
enoe to this port as a place to which yon are to 
direct your prizes when winds, weather and Other 
oircntnatances will admit of it withoat being more 
hazardous than elsewhere. The Deane and Saratt^ 
will Sail in Company with yon and nnder your 
Orders ; yon will Uierefore prepare and give to the 
Captains or oommanding Officer of each of those 
Ships such instmotions as may be necessary for 
regulating the Cruize. . . . You will also when at 
the Capes employ some of your Crew in oatohing 
luh, which will Afford a healthful variety of food 
to them and save your flesh Froyiaions. Yon are to 
see that the Ships company of the little fleet nnder 
yonr command frequently are disciplined in the 
exercise of the great Guns and Small Arms, to ren- 
der them more expert in time of Battle, and that 
(Economy, frugality, neatness and good Order are 
panotnally Observed." ^ August 19, the Saratoga 
was ordered to sea with sealed instructions " of a 
Secret Committee of Conferrence with the Minister 
of France," which the Board of Admiralty sur^ 
mised might take her to the West Indies. On the 
29th the Tnunbull was ordered on a three weeks' 
cruise on the Atlantic coast with the Deane, and 
two weeks later this cruise was extended and the 
Saratoga was to endeavor to join them. Benewed 
instmotions as to cooperation with the French 

> Mar. Cam. Laur Book, 812. 
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were included in nearly all the board's letters. Aa 
late as August 31, the Confedera*^ was still nufit 
for active service, being "the only Continental 
frigate now witbin Harbour, but neither manned 
Or victualed for the Sea." The Deane made a 
three weeks* cruise off the coast of South Carolina 
in September, but " withoat taking anything worth 
naming," according to Biohard Langdcm, son of 
the presidwt of Harvard Colk^ who was on 
board. This caosed disappointment, for success 
had been depended apon " to equip three quarters 
of our navy, which is now in this river, viz : the 
Confederacy, Tmmbull and Deane frigates."' The 
Saratoga took four valuable prizes, at least one of 
which was more heavily armed than herself ; they 
were all recaptured, however. The ships were in 
port a large part of the time preparing for sea un- 
der difficulties which caused endless delay. Hiese 
difficulties as might be expected were mostly finan- 
cial and not only hindered repairs on the vessels in 
commission, but prevented the completion of those 
nnder construction, the frigate Bourbon in the 
Connecticut River and the serenty-fonr-gun ship 
America still on the stocks at Portsmouth. The 
Board of Admiralty appealed to the governors of 
the New England States and to other persons of 
influence for help, bat at tbia period (d the war 
money had become the scarcest of all commodities. 
William Vernon, of the Extern Navy Board, writ- 

' Ind^Modtnt Ckronidt, Jaunarj 26, 1781. 
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ing, November 10, about naval matters to William 
Ellety, then a member of tbe Board of Admiralty, 
Bays that Captain Samael NicboUon had recently 
" arrived from Phila. having leave of absence . , . 
to come to Boston, bis younger Brother John Nioh- 
olson being appointed to the Command of bis ship 
tbe Deane Frigate, whi<^ be is to resume the Com- 
mand of at the end of her present Cruise ; be fur- 
ther informs that all the Continental Ships were 
to siul from tbe Delaware in consequence. That it 
was reported, when their Cruise was up, they were 
to go into the Chesapeake to recruit their Stores 
and Men ; this message be verily believes was 
agreed upon. Which if true we are extreem sorry 
to hear, not that we aa a Board can receive any 
injury, on the contrary Bhall get clear of a great 
deal of Trouble fuid Fatigue, but are fearful the 
Public are in much danger of Xiooseing tbe small 
remains of their Navy, at least of their being ren- 
dered useless for a Time, as it certiunly cannot be 
difficult for British ships of superior Force to block 
up if not Captore them ; moreover if this should 
not be tbe case, can stores of every kind be sup- 
plied in Vu^ia or Maryland, can Men be obtained 
to Mann the Deane and Tnimbnl, whose Time 
must be expired at tbeir Arrival in the Chesa- 
peake ? Indeed we think they were entitled to tbeir 
discbarge upon their Arrival in the Delaware from 
their last Cruise ; they certainly were shiped for a 
Cruise only, upon no other Terms have we at any 
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Time been able to Mann our shipB. If we do not 
keep &jth with tbe Seamen, our expectations are 
at an end of even Manning the Ships. I Bpeok in 
r^ard to the Trnmbul and Deane ; perhaps it may 
be otherwise ynUi the Confederaoy and Sarati^;a, 
they may be shiped npon the New inritation of 
Entering for 12 Mcoitbs. I have given yon these 
hints not officially, meerly as my private opinion and 
that of my CoUeage and make no donbt th^ will 
have their proper wMgbt with yon and that npon 
yoor joining the board of Admiralty at Phila., will 
eagge$b to them what shall in yonr judgment ap- 
pear consonant to the benefit and Interest of the 
Fablie." ^ Another matter taken np by the Board 
of Admiralty in 1780 was the systematjo attempt 
to obtain, through navy boards and other agents, 
all the information possible as to the numbers, char- 
acter, and movements of the British naval forces 
at all points between Newfoundland and the West 
Lidiea.* 

The MassachusettB navy, which had lost all of its 
vessels in commission in the ill-fated Penobscot ex- 
pedition, was abont this time reinforced by the 
largest and most powerful ship in the state service 

> PuU. B. I. Bill. Sac, Tiii, 268. 

* Mar. Con. Lttttr Book, 266, 280, 290, 201, 2&4, 800, 808,804, 
SOe, 310, 812, 818, 814, 815, 817, 818, 810, S2I, 322, 831 (Febni- 
■17 22, UftT 80, Jniw 16, Jul; 7, 21, Aagntt 4, 11, 14, 10, 22, 29, 
81 , Septnuber 14, ITSO) ; P<9<. Oont. Congr., 87, 265, 269, 273, 517 
{JqIt 21, NoTsmber 6, 1780) ; Pmn. Padctl, Octobei 24, 1760; 
PM. B. I. Hut. Ak., Tiii, 264-260; BarMj, 84-66. 
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during the Rev<dation. This was the twenty-six-gun 
frigate Protector, which was bnalt on the Merrimao 
Biver and launched in 1779, but not ready for sea 
until the spring of 1780. In December, 1779, she 
narrowly escaped destraction by a fire at the wharf 
where she was moored. March 21, 1780, the fol- 
lowing action was taken by the Massaohnsetts Gen- 
eral Conrt : " Whereas it is absolately neoessaty to 
increase the Naval Force of this State to defend 
the Trade and Sea Grasts thereof. Therefore Re- 
solved, that the Board of War be and they are 
hereby directed to procure and fit for the Sea with 
all possible dispatch Two Armed Vessels to cany 
from Twelve to Sixteen Guns each.'* Under this 
and supplementary acts a ship called the Mars was 
purchased in April and another was built and 
named the Tartar ; the latter, however, was not 
finished until 1782. Captain Williams was put in 
command of the Protector ; among her midshipmen 
was fjdward Preble, who afterwards became fam- 
ous. In January it had been intended to send her 
to Europe, but in May, after having made a short 
cruise, Williams was ordered by the Board of War 
on another, as far east as the Banks of Newfound- 
land and south to the thirty-eighth paraUel and to 
the trat^ of vessels from the West Indies, mean- 
while making ooeasional visits to the coast of Maine. 
Captain Sampson was appointed to command the 
Mars, uid in June was ordered to Nantes for goods 
needed by the army ; he suled earfy in August. On 
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Jane 22, the Greneral Court expressed disapproval 
of robberies said to have been oommitted along the 
Nova Sootia shore by Massachasetts priTateeis and 
Te«olred that in tlie fataie pTivateers mnst give 
bonds for the abolition of sooh evils.^ 

On ber omise to Hie eastward the Froteotor 
fought a hard battle on the Banks of Newfound- 
land of which the captun gives an acoonnt in his 
jonmaL " Friday, Jane 9, 1780, wind W. S. W. 
At 7 AJf. saw a large ship to windward bearing 
down for us nnder English ooloore ; she hanled up 
her oonrses in order for action. At 11 A.M. we 
came along-side of her onder English ooloors, bail'd 
ber; she answered from Jamaica. I shifted my 
colours & gave her a broadside. She soon returned 
ns another. The action was heavy for near S glasses, 
when onfortonately she took fire and soon after 
blew up ; got out our boats to save the men, took 
up 55 d them. AuKHig them was the 3d mate and 
the only officer sav'd ; the greatest part of them 
very mur^ wounded and burnt. She was called the 
Admiral Duff, a Urge ship of 32 guns, ocnomanded 
by Richard Stranger, from St. Kttts and St. Eu- 
statia laden with sugar and tobacco, bound to lion- 
don." * The Protector hwt one killed and five 
wounded out of her complement of two hundred. 

1 Mau. Crart Bee., Hush IS, 21, April 20, Maj G, Jona 22 ; 
Miui. Ardaoa, oli, GOfl, alii!, 320, 346 ; Uanaduutttt Mag., Jnlj, 
Ootober, 1010; Amtr. Hid. Bev., i, 69; £m{m Pwt, April 2C^ 
1780. 

* BoHon Qatttu, Jul; 24, 1780. 
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This event waa oanated in greater detail many 
years later by Luther Little, a midshipman on the 
Protector and brother of the first lieutenant, Geoif;e 
Little. The midahipman says that on the morning 
of the battle there was a fc^ and when it " lifted, 
saw large ship to wiudwaid under English cohns, 
standing down before the wind for ns, we being to 
leaward. Looked as huge as a 74. Concluded she 
was not a frigate. All hands piped to quarters. 
HftinnHvJrii brought up and stuffed in the nettings, 
de<^ wet and sanded &c. . . . We stood on imder 
cruising sail. She tried to go ahead of us and then 
hove to under fighting sail. We showed English 
fiag. She was preparing for actbn. We steered 
down across her stem & hauled ap under her lee 
qnaxter, breeching our guns aft to bring them to 
bear. Our first It. hailed from the gangboard. . . . 
Oar capt. ordered broadside and colors changed. 
She replied with 8 cheers and a broadside. Being 
higher, they overshot us, cutting our rigging. A 
regular fight within pistol range. In a hf hour a 
cannon shot came thro' our side, killing Mr. Scol- 
lay, a midshipman who commanded the 4th 12- 
ponnder from the stem. His brains flew over my 
face and my gun, which was the third from the 
stem. In an hour all their topmen were kid by our 
marines, 60 in no. and all Americans. Our marines 
kid the man at their wheel & the ship came down 
on us, her cat-head staving in our quarter galley. 
We lashed their jib-boom to our main shronds. 
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Our marines firing into their port holes kept them 
from charging. We were ordered to board, but the 
Iftghing broke & we were ordered back. Hieir ship 
Bhooting aloDgtiide nearly looked onr gtuu & we 
gave a broadside, wh. ont away her mizen mast and 
made gt havoc. Saw her sinking and her maintop- 
gallantsail on fire, wh ran down her ri^ng and 
oanght a hogshead o£ cartridges imder her quarter 
deck and blew it off. A charge of grape entered 
my port hole. One passed between my backbcme 
and windpipe and one thro' my jaw, lodging in die 
roof of my month & taking off a piece of my tongue, 
the other thro' my nppa lip, taking away part, 
and all my upper teeth. Was carried to cockpit ; 
my guD was ftred only once after. I had fired it 19 
times. Thinking I was mortaQy wounded they 
dressed first those likelier to live. Heard the surgeon 
say ' he will die.' The Duff sunk, on fire, colors fly- 
ing. Our boats had been injnredf but were re- 
paired as well as possible & sent to pick up the 
swimmers ; saved 65, one half wounded. Then first 
It confided to me that many were drowned rather 
than be made otq>tives. Some tried to jump from the 
boats. Our surgeons amputated limbs of 6 of them. 
One was sick with W. India fever and bad floated 
oat of his hammock between decks. The weather 
was warm and in less than 10 days 60 of our men 
had it. Among thoee saved were 2 American cap- 
tains & their crews, prisoners on board the Duff. 
One of the Am. captains told us that Capt. Strang 
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had hoped we were a Gmtinental frigate, when he 
first saw OS." ^ While onusing off Nora Scotut with 
a great deal of Bioknesa on board, the Protector 
fell in with the Thames, a British frigate (d thirty- 
two guns. After a ronning fight of sereral bonrB 
tbe Protector escaped. She retnmed to Boston, 
August 15. In the fall she made another cmise, 
first runnii^ to the eastward and then to the West 
Indies.' 

Captain Elisha Hart, of the private armed sloop 
Retaliation, ten guns and fifty men, wrote from 
New London, September 29, 1780, to Oovemor 
Trumbull of Connecticnt, that he had sailed on 
the 22d aloi^ the south side of Long Island to 
Sandy Hook and towards the Karrows, in New 
York Harbor. Several sloops were seen coming down 
from New York. The Betaliation chased them and 
overhauled <»ie that was standing for Staten Island. 
" I discovered She Had no Guns," says Hart, ** but 
appeared full of Men Elligantly Pressed. I then 
Supposed her to be a Pleasure Boat from the Fle^ 
which I then Saw Lying In the Narrows and was 
within One League of them and in full View of the 
City and More than a League within the Cruard 
Ships." Captain Hart got out sweeps, oame up fast 
on the chase and hailed her, but her commander 
was very suspicious and refused to come on board 

' JfiunuertpC in Harrard Collage libiaiy. 

■ Jfofi. Areiivtt, oliU, 385 ; Bwton Gaxttte, July 17, 24, Angnal 
21, 1T80 ; AdBeninrtt of Ebenaer Fox, oh. W, t ; Clark, i, 103, 103 ; 
Saliiua'f life of PrMe, oh. L 
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the BetaliatioD. " I Hhea ordered Down my Englisli 
Colours, Ban oat my Bov Gum and Told him if 
He did not Come on Board I wonld Sink Him 
Immediately. He then Hove out his Boat and 
Come on Board. I Immediately Man'd the Prize 
and Took oat the Pristmers." They were for4y-«eTen 
in nnmher, inolnding a captain, a lieutenant, and 
two sergeants ; tltey were a captain's goard, sent to 
relieve guard at the lighthonse. An armed sloop 
from near the gnardship approached, bnt hore away 
apon the Betaliation'a heaving to for her. The 
prize was brought safely into Kew London.^ 

Alexander Murray, who was afterwards a lieu- 
tenant in the Continental navy, oommanded the 
letter of marque Berenge in 1780; she carried 
dghteen six-pounders and fifty men and was fitted 
out at Baltimore for a voyage to Holland. Having 
collected a convoy of fifty sul in Chesapeake Bay, 
some c^ tbetn armed, Murray attempted to get to 
sea, bnt upon the appearance of a squadron of Brit- 
ish privateers, consisting of an eighteen-gun Bhip, 
a sixteen-gon brig, and three schooners, his convoy, 
with the exception of two vessels, deserted him and 
fled. The Bevenge alone engaged the ship and brig 
with both broadsides, lying between them, and beat 
them both off after a hard-fought action of more 
than an hour. The two vessels with him kept the 
three schooners occupied until the convoy had time 

I Thimbull MSS., nil, 41 ; ConttMnlof JmoW, Ootobti B, 1780 ; 
Paper* Nea London Hitt. Soc., IT, i, 18. 
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to escape into Hampton Boads. Murray Tetamed 
to port to repair damages and then once more set 
saiL On the Banks of Kewfoundland he captured a 
letter of marque brig. He pnrsned hia voyage, but 
nnlnokihr fell in with a large British fleet of men- 
ci'tnx and transptnts, was chased by a frigate and 
captured. Not long afterwards Murray was ex- 
changed.^ 

A source of embarrassment to British naval ad- 
ministration during the war was jealousy and iU- 
feeling among the t^oers of the navy. One in- 
stance was a bitter quarrel between Admirals Kejv 
pel and Palliser in 1T78. ' Admiral Bodney came 
out to the West Indies early in 1780 and remained 
ther^ most of the time until 1782. His relations 
with other officers seem seldom to have been pleas- 
ant, and lust <^ prize money interfered at times 
with the discharge of duty. His first exploit was an 
encounter with a French fleet under the Comte de 
Guichen, which led to contentions with his captuns 
due to misunderstanding about signals. In Septem- 
ber, Bodney went to New York for a short stay, 

1 Clark, i, 1 17 i Port Folio, U«y, 1814 For further Hscoanta of 
printMring Mid piizM in 1780, w* Botftn GantU, Huok 6, 20, 
H*T 1, Joly 8, 34, 81, S«ptanib«T 4, NoTambsr 0, 1780; Mima- 
ehuutU l^s,AtigiiBt 17, 1780; Continmtal Journai, Ootober 19, 
1780; Fmn. Chuette, July 19,1180; London Poit,iUjl,&agimt 
4, 1780;Piabcrin;JfSS.,zzziii,280;JI>u>n, 1,56,60, 265-267; 
Cltwh, 1,116,110; Virginia Hitl. Besiiter,J\slj,lX&; Tueker.tih. 
Tiii; Ptperi Ntw I^mdon Bin. 8oc, IV, \,lfi; &.L Hitt. Mag., 
Jnl7,I884. 
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amTmg just in time to fall into a iaxge amonnt of 
prize money, which came to him as senior officer on 
the station and would otherwise have gone to Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot. This occasioned a disagreeable 
quarrel between them. In a letter dated October 
19, 1780, Bodney says to Arbuthnot: ** I am hou- 
onred with your letter of the 16th Instant and am 
Borry that my Condnot has given you offence ; none 
was intended on my part ... It was not indinadon 
or Cbtnce that brought me to America ; it was th« 
Duty I owed my King and Country. I had flattered 
myself it would have met with your approbation. I 
am sorry it has not, but I own I have the vanity to 
think it will meet with His approbation whose it is 
tiie greatest Honor a Subject can receive. Your 
Anger at my partial interfering (as you term it) 
with the American War not a little surprises me. 
I came to Interfere in the American War, to Com- 
mand by Sea in it and do my best Endeavours to- 
wf^s the patting an end thereto. I knew the Dig- 
nity of my own Bank and the power invested in 
me by the CommissicHi I bear entitled me to take 
the supreme Command, which I ever shall do on 
every Station, . . . unless I meet a Superior Of- 
ficer. . . . Tour having detached the Baisonable 
to England without my knowledge, after you had 
received my orders to put your self under my com- 
mand, is I believe nnprecidented in the Annab of 
the British Navy," ^ 

^ BrA, Adm. Stc, A. D. I^emard Idandt, tU. 
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On October 30, Bodn^ wrote to the Admiralty : 
■* Vice Admiral Arbuthnot having taken it into 
his bead to be highly Offended at me for doing 
what I thoQgbt my doty to His Majesty and the 
Fablic and aoqaainting me by letter dat«d the 16th 
Instant that he would temonstrato to their Lord- 
ships agunst my Condoot, I think it a duty I owe 
myself to transmit to the Admiralty Board Copies 
of My Orders and Letters to Mr. Arbuthnot with 
bis answers to Me (His Superior officer), that dicir 
Lordships may Judge which of us has most cause 
to trouble them with Complaints. . . . That I have 
been extremely tender in issuing Orders to Vice 
Admiral Arbuthnot and been attentive towards pay- 
ing him every respect doe to his Eank, the indos'd 
letters I am sure will convince their Lordships. 
If in his Answers to me his letters bare not been 
penn'd with that Cordiality which ought to pass 
between Officers acting in the Public Service, I am 
sorry for him, they effect not Me. I am ashamed 
to mention what appears to Me the real cause and 
from whence Mr. Arbuthnot's cbagrene proceeds, 
but the proofs are so pliunthat Prize Money is the 
Occasion that I am under the necessity of trans- 
mitting them. . . . On my arrival at New York 
... I found it necessary. . . to give Mr. Arbuth- 
not Orders to put himself under My Command, 
not only for the better carrying on the Public Ser- 
vice, but likewise to prevent any Litigious Suits 
relative to Prize Money, which Mr. Arbuthnot had 
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given me but too mnoh reason to ezpeot. ... I can 
solemnly assure tbeir Zjordshipa that I had not the 
least conceptton of anj other Prize Money on the 
Coast of America but that which would be most 
honourably obtiun'd by the destruction of the 
Enemy's Ships of War and PiiTateers, bnt when 
Prize Money appear'd predominant in the mind ai 
my Brother Officer, I was determin'd to have my 
Share oi that Boonty so gracioosly bestow'd by 
His Majesty and the Public ... I flatter'd my-r 
self I should have had the hononr even of Mr. Ar- 
bnthnot's approbatitm of my Conduct. I am sony 
I have not, but if I am bo happy as to meet with 
that of their Lordships, it will more than fully com- 
pensate." ^ Bodney retamed to the West Indies in 
December. 

> Brit. Adm. Bte., A. D. Lsaeard iib-.Tu; JbAon, 377-882 ; 
Hbnnay.U, 228-220, 244-2SI; BeJcAer, i, 2SS, 801, 302 j Cianning, 
lii, S24; Nan. Bee. Sec, iii, 1, 8. For Arbotliiuit'a oomplainta 
■punat Ttaimj, m* Brit. Adm. Bte., A. D. 4S6, S«ptamb«r 80, 
0<ito1iw29, 176a 
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CHAPTER XV 

EUBOPBAN WATBKS IN ITSO 

After his UTiTal at L'Orient in Febmary, 1780, 
Captain Jones had to endare another long period 
of waiting on shore, bnt waa occupied for some time 
in giving the Alliance a thorough overhauling; 
for laoh of money this was less complete than he 
had hi^>ed. In the first place the ship had been put 
out of trim by the arrangement of the ballaat, which, 
Jones says, " Captain Landais has extended along 
the ceiling from the stem-poet to the stem ; an 
idea that I beliere he may without vanity call his 
own." Besides correcting this, repairs were neces- 
sary and J<Kies proposed to have the ship coppered. 
Another object oi his dedre waa the purchase <^ 
the Serapis, and he says in tiie same letter, which 
waa written to Franklin, February 18 : "I wish 
she oonld be made the property bi America."! 
He seems to have had an idea that the fVench 
government would bear the oost of repurs on the 
Alliance. Franklin wrote to him, February 19: 
" As to refitting your ship at the expense of this 
court, I must acquaint yon tliat there is not the 
least probability of obtaining it, and therefore I 
cannot ask it. I hear too much already of the ex- 
1 sitrhnt, laa. 
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traordiiiaiy expense yon made in H(dlaad to ihink 
of propoBing an addition to It, especially as yoa 
seem to impnte the damage she has sustained more 
to Capt. Landais's negligence than to accidents of 
the cruize. The whole expense will therefore fall 
upon me and I am ill provided to bear it, haying 
so many unexpected calls upon me from all qnar- 
ters. I therefore b^ yoa would have mercy upon 
me, put me to as little charge as possible and take 
nothing thai yoa can possibly do withont. As to 
sheathing with copper, it is totally out of the ques- 
tion. I am not authorised to do it, if I had money ; 
and I have not money for it, if I had orders. The 
purchase of the Serapis is in the same predicament 
. . . Let me repeat it, for God's sake be sparing, 
unless yon mean to make me a bankrupt or have 
your drafts dishoncnred for want of money in my 
hands to pay them." ^ In sjnte of difBcnlties, how- 
ever, the ship was in fine condition hj tiie middle 
of April. Jones took on board of her twenty-eight 
eighteen-poundeis and twelve nines, the guns that 
had been made for the Bonhomme Richard, but 
were not ready in time ; bemdes which it had been 
decided that eighteens were too heavy.' Jones ex- 
pected to return to America in the AUianoe, but 
wished before he left France to settle his own 
and his men's affiurs. His prizes had not yet been 

c, 180, 190. 
, 221 ; ArchivtM d* la Marint, B* 80, 226. Probably thne 
• to bs trmniporled to Ameiiok, not mounted on the 
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soiA and his crew were witboat w^^, wiUioat prize 
money, and withont clothes. Li order to expedite 
matterg, Jonea made another trip to Paris and 
obtuned the promise of an early sale. Franklin 
advanced a sum of money to snpply the immediate 
needs of officers and men. The French goremment 
loaned the ship Ariel of twenty gnns to accompany 
the Alliance to America and assist in transporting 
a la^ amount of dothing and military supplies 
for the Continental army. Many «tchanged Amei^ 
ican prisoners arrived from England who would be 
available for her crew. Jones was received in Parii 
with marked distinction and was presented by the 
King with a gold-hilted sword and the cross of the 
Order of Military Merit ; the latter in the follow- 
ing year, after having obtained the approval of 
Congress.^ 

About this time the project of another cruise to 
the north, under the command of Commodore Jones, 
was formed. It is outlined in the following paper 
drawn ap by Jones and dated Jane 10 : " It is 
understood that a coneiderable Number of the 
King's Frigates are likely to remun unarmed and 
unemployed in the Forts, through the Scarcity of 
French Seamen. To Man these the Government 
might ask of Congress the Serrices of Commodore 
Jones and of a sufficient Number of American Of- 
ficers and Sailors, of which there are abont 500 

> Saadt, 247-2^ ; Sitrbiinie, ISS-IST ; AreMjia it la IbrnM, 
Bi 9S, 45, 388, 285, B< 173, 176. 
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noir Prisoners in England, whose eamhange irill 
naturally take place in two or three Months and 
who being arrived here might easil; be eng^ed 
and retiuned for that purpose. Commodore Jones 
is now bound for America, from whence with the 
permission of Congress he m%ht retam in about 
four MonthB with the AJlianoe and probably with 
one or two other American Frigates, on board of 
which and of snch Merchant Ships as would gladly 
pnt themselves nnder his Convoy he could embark 
and bring over a considerable number of chosen 
Supernumerary of&cers and Seamen to be joined 
with those expected from ELngland and to snch others 
as might be collected in France, and the whole em- 
ployed in manning the French Frigates in Ques- 
tion, wluob during Commodore Jones's absence 
might be put in some d^ree of readiness. Should 
the Serapis be bought by the King, it would be 
advisable to employ her in this Service. In this 
way a sqoadron of Frigates from America and of 
&Bt sailing French Frigates, sloops &c. manned by 
Americans might be easily formed, capable of ren- 
dering very essential services to the Common Cause, 
by destroying the Enemies Commerce, alarming 
their Coasts, taking their Towns &e. &c. It would 
be expedient to embark a few hundred of good 
French Troops on board the different Vessels of 
War, to serve as Marines and to assist in making 
descents &C. Commodore Jones can and at any time 
will point out to Groveniment many desirable nnder^ 
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takingB for the Anmunent in QaeatioQ, but as the 
utmost seoreoj is Qeceuaiy to tender them success- 
ful and as changes of Winds and a variety of cir- 
oumstanoes ma; render it expedient to change the 
operaticois of this Force, he would desire and ex- 
pect to be left at full I^iberty to act according as 
situations and ciroomstanoes may in his own opin- 
ion appear for the beat." This proposition was fa- 
vorably received by the French Ministry, but appar- 
^lUy owing to tiie inability of Congress to take the 
neeesaaiy steps on their part and to other circum- 
stances, it came to nothing.^ 

During Jones's absence from L'Orient, Landws, 
instigated by Arthmr Lee, enconn^^ a spirit of 
discontent almost amounting to mutiny among the 
crew of the Alliance. The men were led to believe 
that Jones was responsible for their not receiving 
the prize money due them, and they demanded the 
restoration of Landais to the command of the ship. 
Apparently Jones here ag^, as on the Banger, 
suffered from tiie laoh of a warm personal regard 
for him on the part of his men, iriio, repelled by his 
demeanor, never understood his devotion to their 
interests. The former officers and men of the Bon- 
homme Biehard, however, stood by him. hee ex- 
' pressed the opinion that as Landais's conmiission 
had not been revoked, nor had he been relieved by 
order of Congress, he was still legally in command 
of the Alliance. Jones wrote to Bobert Morris : 
1 AiddvM ie la l£aritie, B< ITS, 18B, 199 ; ShaimM, 206-211. 
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" I am ctHiTmoed that Mr. Lee has acted in this 
matter merely because I would not become the 
enemy of the venerable, the wise and good Frank> 
lin, whose heart ae well as head does and will always 
do honor to homan natore."* In t^ard to the 
legali^ of Landais's commiasion, the Board of 
Admiral^ in a report to Congress a few months 
later observed that " Captain TjmdgU zegained 
command of Hie Alliance by the advice of Mr. Lee, 
notwithstanding his suspension by Dr. Franhlin, 
who by the direction of the Marine Committee had 
the sole management of cor marine aSaiia in £u- 
rope." 3 John Adams, however, believed that the 
Marine Coounittee lacked authority to confer upon 
Fruiklin the power to remove the commander of a 
ship. Commodore Gillon of Sontb Carolina, at that 
time in France, also took the part of Landais. The 
French ministiy declined to take rades in the con- 
trover^. June 18, after Jones's return from Paris 
but during his temporary absence from the ship, 
Tiandais went on board and took conuuand. To 
avoid trouble which might be serious and lead to 
bloodshed, Jones relinquished his claim to the 
command.' 

About the 1st of July the Alliance sailed for 
America with Arthur Lee on board as passenger, 
bnt widiout the clothing bo much needed by the 

1 Wiarton, iu, 821 ; Sandt, 378. ' Sandi, 321. 

■ aid., 262-280; SlurbunK, 197-207; BaU, ob. xru; Ardiva 
4it la Marint, B* ITS, 160, 197, 1B8, 204-210, 231, 237-242, 244, 
246, 248,256, 261. 
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army. The oonduot of Captain LandaiB became bo 
erratio during the voyage that the safety of the ship, 
orew, and passengerB secnned imperiled. After rain 
appeals to him it became necessary to relieve him 
foroibly of the command, which deTolved npon the 
first lientenaDt. This was on August 10, in latitude 
41° 80' north, lon^tnde 59° west The ship was 
then taken into Boston, where she arrived, August 
16. Captain Barty was appointed to command the 
Alliance, September 5. She remained in Boston 
Harbor during the rest o£ the year and on board of 
her was convened the conrt martial^ of which Barry 
was presidisnt, for the trial of Captain I^ndais and 
his first lieutenant, James Degge. As a result, they 
were both dismissed from the navy.' 

After the departure of the Alliance from France, 
Jones was occupied in getting ready for bis own re- 
turn to America. "He obtained a crew for the 
Ariel, that was ordered by government to be fully 
armed and equipped. He embarked such a quantity 
of arms and powder as with provision for only nine 
weeks filled the ship even between decks. He hoped 
to make the passage in a favourable season of 
the year, but was detained by contrary and stormy 
winds in the road of Chroix from the 4th of Sep- 

1 Ftp. Cmf. Congr., IBS, 461-696, 597, 699, 681, 680, 666, 679, 
706, 767, 778 (An^nut 10, SaptemlnT 22, NoTmnbar 10, 20, 1780, 
Juinar; 6, 6, 26, 1781) ; liar. Com. iMtr Boot, 328 (Saptnnber 
6, 1780) ; Lu MS8., Angiut 6, 10, DMember 20, 17B0; BoKon 
QoMtU, Angnrt 21, 1780 ; AnMea dt la itarint, B* 16 (Join, 
1780). 
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tember till the 8th of October. He then sailed with 
a fair wind and pleasant weather, but the next night 
the Ariel was diiTen by a violent tempest dose to the 
rocks of the Peninarqae, a terrible ledge between 
L'Orient and firast. The ship conld show no sail, but 
•was almost bnried under the water, not having room 
to ran before the wind and having several feet 
water in the hold. Finding the depth of water 
diminish fast, Captun Jones in the last ezb%mity 
oast anchor, bat could not bring the ship's head to 
the wind. Sometimes the lower yard-aims touched 
the water. Captain Jones now had no remedy left 
but to cut away the foremast. This had the desired 
effect and the ship immediately came head to the 
wind. The main-mast had got out of the step and 
now reeled about like a drunken man. Foreseeing 
the danger of its either breaking off below the gun- 
deck or going through the ship's bottom, Captun 
Jones ordered it to be cut away. But before this 
could be done, the chain-plates gave way and the 
miun-mast breaking off by the gnn-deck carried with 
it the mizen-mast; and the misen-mast carried away 
the qnarter-galleiy. In that situation the Ariel rode 
in Uie open ocean to windward of perhaps the most ' 
dangerooB ledge of rooks in the world for two days 
and near three nights, in a tempest tiatt covered 
the shore with wrecks and dead bodies and that 
drove ships ashore from their anchors even in the 
port of L'Orient. It was perhaps fortunate that 
the Ariel lost her masts, since no anchors could 
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have held her so long had the masts stood. By the 
help of jary-masts, erected after the gale, the Ariel 
returned to L'Orient." ^ It then took several weeks 
to refit the Ariel, and Jones made an unsuocesafnl 
effort to obtain a better ship. During this tame be 
made further arrangements in r^aid to the prize 
money due himself and o£Gcers and men, which had 
not yet been paid. Franklin wrote to him, Decem- 
ber 4 : " I shall strongly stdioit the payment of the 
prize money, which I understand is nob yet received 
&om the king. I hope soon to see an end of that 
affair, which has met with so many nnaeconntabte 
obstructionB. I enclose despatohes for Congress, 
which are to be sunk in case of danger. I wish yoa 
to make the best of yonr way to America and that 
yon may have a prosperous voyage."' The Ariel 
sailed December 18.' 

The account of this voyage is given in Jcmes's 
jonmal. " After a variety of rencounters he, in the 
latitude 26° north and longitude of Barbadoes, met 
with a remarkably fast saOing frigate belonging to 
the enemy's navy. Captain Jones endeavoured to 
avoid speaking with that ship and aa night ap- 
proached, he hoped to succeed, notwithstanding her 
superior sailing. He was, however, mistaken, for 
the next morning the ships were at a less distance 
asunder than tbey bad been the evening before, sl- 

* Saadt, 294, jonnul prepared foi tin Sing. 

' Sandi, 299. 

■ Buf., 204-900; >SA(rhinic,2U-213i AraxM4d4UiXaHni,B* 
112, 271-274, 277. 
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tbough during the night the officers of the watch 
had always informed Captun Jones the mul conttn- 
ned ont of sight. An action now became unaToid- 
able and the Ariel was prepared for it Every thing 
was thrown orerboard that interfered with the de- 
fence and safety of the ship. Captain Jones toc^ 
particular oare, 1^ Uie management of bmIb and 
helm, to prevent the enemy from discovering the 
force of the Ariel, and worked her so well as not 
to discover any warlike appearance at preparation. 
In the afternoon the Ariel fired now and then a 
light stem-chaser at the enemy from the quarter- 
deck and continued to crowd sail as if very much 
alarmed. This had the desired efFeet and the enemy 
porsned with the greater eagerness. Captain Jones 
did not suffer the enemy to come dose np till the ap- 
proach of night, when having well eotamined his 
force, he shortened sul to meet his approach. 

" When the two ships came within hail of each 
other they both hoisted English colours. The per- 
son whose duty it was to hoist the pendant on board 
the Ariel had not taken care to make the other end 
of the halliards fast, to haul it down again to chai^ 
the colours. This prevented Jones from an advan- 
tageous manceuvre he had int^ided and obliged him 
to let the enemy range up along the lee-aide of the 
Ariel, where he saw a battery lighted for action. A 
conversation now took place between the two ships, 
which lasted near an hour, by which Captain Jones 
learned the situation of the enemy's affairs in Amer- 
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ica. The captain of the enem/B ship said his name 
vas John Hndar. His ebip had been oonstnicted 
b; the famous Mr. Fe(^ of Boston, boilt at New- 
boryport, owned l^ Mr. Tracy of that phtoe, com' 
manded by Captain Hopkins, the son of the late 
Commodore Hopkins, and had been taken and fitted 
ont at New York and named the Triumph by Ad- 
miral Bodney. Captun Jones told him he most 
put oat bis boat and come on board and show his 
oonunission, to prore whether or not he really did 
belong to the British navy. To this he made some 
excuses, because Captain Jones had not ttdd him 
who he was, and his boat he said was very leaky. 
Captain Jones told him to consider the danger of 
refusing. Captain Pindar sud he would answer for 
twenty guns and that he himself and every one of 
his people had shown themselves Englishmen. Cap- 
tain Jones said he would allow him five minutes 
only to make his reflection. That time being elapsed, 
Captun Jones backed a little in the weather-quarter 
of the enemy, ran dose under her stem, hoisted 
American colours, and b^g within short pistol shot 
on the lee-beam of the enemy, began to engt^. 

*' It was past seven o'clock and as no equal force 
ever exceeded the vigorons and regular fire of the 
Ariel's batteiy and tops, the action while it lasted 
made a glorious appearance. The enemy made a 
feeble resistance for aboat ten minutes. He then 
stmck his colours. The enemy then b^^ed for 
quarter and said half his men were killed. The 
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Ariel's fire ceased and the orew, as nanal after a 
victoty, gave cries of joy. To 'show themselves Eag- 
lishmeD,' the enetay filled their fuuls and got on the 
Ariel's weather-bow, before the oriea of joy had 
ended on board the ArieL Captain JaaBS, siupect- 
tng the base design of the enemy, immediately set 
ereiy sail he conld to prevent her escape, bnt the 
enemy had so much advantage in sailing that the 
Ariel could not keep up and they soon got oat of 
gnn shot. The En^ish captain may properly be 
c^ed a hnave, because after he surrendered his 
ship, be^ed for and obtained quarter, he basely 
ran away, oontraiy to the laws of naval war and the 
pra):tice of civilized nations. A conspiracy was dis- 
covered among the English part of the Ariel's crew 
immediately after sailing from France. During the 
voyage eveiy office and even the passengers had 
been constantly armed and kept a regular watch, 
besides a constant guard with fixed bayonets, After 
the action with the Triumph the plot was so far 
discovered that Captain Jones confined twenty of 
the ringleaders in irons till his arrival. Captun 
Jones arrived at Philadelphia on the 18th Febm- 
aiy, 1T81, having been absent from America three 
years, three months and eighteen days." ^ 

Among the American privateers in France com- 
missioned by Franklin was one owned by French- 
men in Dunkirk named the Black Prince, a small 
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oatter wmed with sixteen three- and f onr-pounden 
and thir^-two swiveU, which proved soch a prize- 
taker that the owners ohtaioed from the Ameri- 
can miniBter a commiBBion for another, which they 
oaUed the Black Frinoess. The latter at first carried 
eighteen two-, three-, and fottr-ponndav and twenty- 
four swivels, bat later a mnoh heavier armament. 
These two vefsels, manned chiefly by English and 
Irish smngglerswith a few Americans, cruised with 
remarkable snooess daring 1TT9 and 1780. There 
were disadvantages in giving commissions to ves- 
sels owned by foreigners and likely to be manned 
by the refuse of the seafaring population, but as 
Franklin said, " The prisoners brought in serve to 
exchange our conntrymeD, which makes me more 
willing to encour^^ such armaments, though they 
occasion a good deal of trouble." ^ The Black 
Prinee was commanded, for a time, at least, by 
Captain Stephen Merchant, who a^r leaving her 
Tetnmed to America, arriving in Boston about 
March 1,1780. According to Merchant, " this ship 
was fitted out at Dunkirk nnder a Continental 
commission and colonrs. . . . She went round the 
coasts of Britain and Ireland and in less than three 
months took 37 prizes ; three of them were ro- 
tten, 4 bamt after tiding out what was valuable, 
all the rest were either ransomed or arrived safe in 
port, by which the lowest men have made a little for- 
tune. By insbractions from Dr. IVanklin the Cap- 
> WAarton,m,3^ 
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tun was prohibited doing tniaohief above hi^ 
water mark. This gdieroaa prohibitioii he pancta- 
ti3ij obserred, though he had it frequently in hia 
power to land and distrese the inhabitants of Britain 
on their remotest coasts. He had not heard of their 
burning Fairfield in Connecticut, of which State he 
is a native, or he would have been strongly tempted 
to have transgressed his orders by a jnst retalia- 
tion. Being once in want of water and some r^ 
beshments on the coast of Scotland, he sent his 
boat to a amall town and demanded a sap^dy, prom- 
inng security to the inhabitants and their property 
in case his demand was complied with. It was re- 
fused ; upon which he approached the town with 
Ilia eibip and saluted it with a broadside. A white 
fl^ was immediately displayed by the inhabitants 
and the Black Prince was not only supplied with 
water, bnt with cattle, sheep, poultry and every re- 
freshment the place oonld afford and the commander 
chose to receive." 1 

The Hat^ Prince was afterwards cconmanded hj 
Gsptwn Dowlin, and in April, 1780, captured a 
]>utch ship called the Flora with an English cargo. 
Franklin at once ordered the removal and con- 
demnation of the cai^ and the release of the ves- 
sel with payment of damages, giving his reasons in 
a letter to Yei^iennes, dated June 18. It was jast 
at this time that Russia and other maritime powers 
were forming the Armed Neutrality for the proteo- 

■ IndtptndtM Chromde, Hareh 9, 1780. • 
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tion of their oonuneroe from the interference of 
belligerents by enforcing the doctrine that " free 
ships make free goods," always most obnoxious to 
England. This principle had been incorporated in 
a treaty which the United States was trying to ne- 
gotiate with Holland, bat which the Datch had 
hitherto failed to accept. Franklin, therefore, felt 
jnstified in acting under the old law of nations, 
although he was well known to be a strong advo- 
cate of the priufflples o£ the Armed Neutrality. 

In his letter to Vei^enne* he explains his po- 
sition on the subject of privateering and espeoi^y 
of vessels fitted out by Frenchmen under the Ameri- 
ean flag. " I beg leave to observe," he says, " that 
by the express words of the commission granted to 
them they are directed to submit the prizes they 
shall carry into any port in the dcaninions of a 
foreign state to the judgment of the admiralty 
courts established in such jwrts or states, and ac- 
cording to the usages there in force. Several of 
our first prizes brought into France were, if I mis- 
take not, so judged ; and it was not upon any re- 
quest of mine that such causes were afterwards re- 
ferred to me, nor am I desirous of ctmtinuing to 
exercise that jurisdiction. If therefore the judgment 
I have given in the case of the Flora is not ap- 
proved and the Cooncil of Frizes will take the 
trouble of re-examining and trying that cause and 
those of all other prizes to be brought in hereafter 
by American oroiseis, it will be very agreeable to 
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me and, from the very terms above mentioned o£ 
the commission, I tliink it will also be agreeable to 
the Congress. Nov do I denre to enooarage the 
fitting oat of privateers in France by the King's 
subjects with American oommismons. I hare had 
many iqiplioations of the Und which I hare refused, 
advising the owners to ap|dy for the commissions 
of his majesty. The case of the Black Prince was 
porticolar. She had been aa old smuggler on the 
coasts of England and Ireland, was taken as such 
and carried into Dablin, vben her crew found 
means to break prison, ont their vessel oat of the 
harbor and escaped with her to Dunkerqne. It was 
represented to me that the people, being all English 
and Irish, were afraid to oontinae their smnggling 
business, lest if they should be ag^ taken they 
might bo panished as British sabjecta for their 
crime at Dublin, and that they were willing to go a 
imvateering against the English ; but speaking no 
other lat^oage, they inu^ned they might, if taken, 
better pass as Americans if they had an American 
omnmission than as Frenchmen if under a French 
oomnuarion. On' these grounds I was applied to for 
a oommission, which I granted believing that such 
a swift vessel with a crew that knew so well all 
parts of the enemy's coasts might greatly molest 
their coasting trade. Her first snooess ocoaaioned 
adding the Black Princess by the same owners, and 
between them they have taken and sent in or ran- 
somed or destroyed an amazing number o£ vessels ; 
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I think oear eiglily. But I shall oontinne to refuse 
granting any more oommissions exc^t to American 
vessels ; and if, under the oiicumstances abore re- 
presented, it is thought nevertheless inoonvenient 
that the oommissions of the Black Prince and 
FrineesB should continue, I will immediately recall 
them." • 

Franklin wrote to the Preaidfflit of Congress, 
Angost 10, that these two vessels had taken in 
eighteen months nearly a handred and twenty 
prizes. In the smmner of 1780 the Black Prince 
was wrecked cm the French coast, but the Princess, 
under the command of Captain Edward Macatter, 
continued cruising, and between June 20 and July 
10 made twenty-eight captures. Veigennes advised 
the recall of these privateers' commissions. Frank- 
lin replied, August 15, that he bad already recalled 
them and added : " I have had no other interest in 
those armaments than the advantage of some pris- 
oners to exchange for my countrymen."^ These 
two vessels were the only ones owned and fitted 
out in France that had been granted oommisaions 
by Franklin. In Angust it was ordered by the King 
that the prizes of American privateers should be 
jtM^ed 1:^ the French Gonnoil of Prizes." 

The ship Mars of the Massachusetts navy sailed 

' Wiarion, iu, 802. ' Ibid., W, 33. 

* Ibid., iii, 364, 6S2, 801-803, !t, 26, 33; Cbntinmtol Jonmal, 
lUroh e, 1180 i London PaU, Jnly 21, 1780 ; Proe. U. 8. ffaval 
A«l.,zsxTii(SaptembeT,19n),gC>4-eeOia'iiJe,ol>.3Tii WtUiamM, 
27a 
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from Boston for Naotea about the Ist of Augnst. 
Oq September 13, Captain Sampaon reported to 
the Board of War : " I liave the pleasure of inform- 
ing you of my safe arrival at the Entrance of the 
Biver hoyei in the Ship Mars the 10th Inst, after 
a Fass^ of Forty-four days, and embrace the 
earliest opportunity to acquaint yon of the same. 
Doling my Passage I had favonrahle WindB ontill 
aht the Twentieth of Angt, when I had got as far 
to the Kastwd as the Loi^. 20.0 W., then taking 
the Winds to the Soathd & Eastwd & having a very 
Strong Northwardly Current and my ship very foul 
and after trying her trim everyway, found her to sul 
very Indifferently ; was drove to the northward of 
Ushant, wch greatly Ketarded my Passage. During 
my passage I gave Chase to several Vesselfl wch I 
had every reason to believe them to be English, 
hut to my great mortification oould not speak with 
any of them. On the 7th Augt I spoke a Dutch 
Ship from Curiso bound to Amsterdam and on the 
lltb with a Dean from St. Croix bound to Copen- 
hagen. On the 31st, in Latt. 49.40 N., Long. 11. 
W., I gave chase to a Brig, who seeing me in Chase 
of her, hove too. She proved to be . . . from St. 
Jube bound to Cork loaded with Salt, Command^ 
by a Portngne. The Capt. came on board with his 
Portngne papers and told me hia cargo belonged to 
himself. I sent an OfEcer on board him to search 
for more papers, who found concealed in the Cap- 
tain's State Boom a number of Letters directed to 
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Merdiaots in Cork [contaiBiag] Suffioient Papers 
to prove her Cai^ was Consigned to [one of these 
merohants] ; upon which I took the Capt^ ft 
Seven Portague out and sent [a prize master in 
her] to proceed for Boston. My JEteasons for send- 
ing her to America was that her Cargo would not 
have been Ysloable in Europe but would be in 
Great Demand in America. . . . On the Sth Inst, 
at 25 Le^ues to the Westward of Belle Isle at 
10 AM. I saw several Sail to the S. W. and a 
Ship and a Sloop under my Lee ; I ke^t on my 
Cruise to the S. E. The ship & sloop Standing by 
the wind in order to speak to me, I perseved the 
Sloop to come np with me very fast. At 5 p.m. the 
Sloop, which was an English Cutter mounting 
twenty-two Guns, oame along side o£ me and at 6 
minntea past 6 f.h. the action began wi^ lasted 
One hour & 6 minutes, but my Ship being very 
foul and very heavy to work and not more than 
half Maud & a very Itixga Swell ronning, gave the 
Cntter every advantage possible during the action, 
as she conld sail roand me at her pleasure, but after 
her enga^ng me rather better than an hour she 
thot proper to shear of to the Ship, & I having 
my Crotchet yard shot away and ima^ning her 
consort the ship to be an English Privateer and 
knowing it Impossible to oome up with the Cutter, 
did not think proper to give her chase. During 
the Action my Officers and men behaved with great 
Spirit; my loss during the action was two m^i 
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killed, viz. Mr. Nathan HMkell, Lt. Marines, and 
Tb<Hns Banaford." ^ The Mars returned to Bos- 
ton later in the jear. 

The Portogaese ambassador at Fans having oom- 
plained of the seizure hy the Mars of the vesBel be- 
longing to one of his conntiymeti and of alleged ill- 
treatment, Franklin advised sending the claim to 
America, and wrote to the President of Congress, 
December S, saying : " I hope the Congress may 
think fit to take some notice of this affur and not 
only forward a speedy decision, but give orders to 
our cmisers not to meddle with neutral ships for 
the future, it being a practice apt to produce ill 
blood and contrary to the spirit <^ the new league, 
which is approved by all Europe ; and the English 
property found in suoh vessels will hardly pay the 
damages brought on us by the irr^nlar proceedings 
of our captains in endeavoring to get at such pro- 
perty."" Congress had already, on October 6, 
*< Resolved, That the board of admiralty prepare 
and report instructions for the commanders of armed 
vessels conunanded by the United States conform- 
able to the prinoiplee contuned in the dedaratum 
of the Empress of all the Kussias on the rights of 
neutral vessels. That the ministers plenipotentiary 
from the United States, if invited thereto, be and 
hereby are respeotiyely empowered to accede to suoh 

1 UruiaiAtuMi Mag., Ootobat, IfilO i Uau. Ste. EalU, trrit , 
215 i 3fau. Arddva, aliii, 40IX 
■ Whtrton,iT,lSO. 
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regnlations conformable to the spirit of the eaiA 
deoUratioD as may be agreed npaa by the CoDgress 
expected to assemble in pnnnanoe of the inTitation 
of her Imperial majesty." ' 

The privateer Gtneral lackering td Salem, a ship 
of a hundred and eighty tons oommanded by Cap- 
tain Haraden, carrying sixteen six-ponnders and 
forty-seven men, on a voyi^ to Spain fdl in with 
a twen^-gtin British cutter. May 29, 1780, and 
beat her off after an action of an hoar and three 
qnarters. Three days later, in the Bay of Biscay, 
the Pickering captored a schooner called the Gtolden 
Eagle with fourteen nine-ponnders, eight fours, and 
fifty-seven men. June 4, while inoceeding towards 
Bilbao, she fdl in with the British privateer 
Achilles armed with twen^-two nine-ponnders and 
eighteen other guns and with a crew of a hundred 
and thirty men. She was a very much larger ship 
than the Pickering. They fou^t nearly three hours 
at close range and the Achilles thai sheered off and 
sailed away, the lackering being miable to follow. 
This battle was fought dose to the Spanish coast 
and was watched by a multitude of people.' 

Dnring the year 1780 the Continental navy Buf- 
fered the loss of nearly half its fleet at the &11 
of Charleston : the Providence, Boston, Queen of 

1 Wharton, iT,Bl. 

■ lkdq)mdtat Chronuie, AsgiMt, 10, 17, I7S0 ; SwU'i liatJanU^ 
liag.,1ts\marj, 18BT; Cnark, i, 114. 
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France, and Ranger. Of the lihirteen frigates pro- 
vided for in 1775, the Tmmbnll alone remained at 
the end of the year, and this ship with the frigates 
Alliance, Confederacy, and Deane and the aloc^ 
of war Saratoga oomprimd the whde navy in 
oommission, except the Ariel loaned by France and 
only tempwarily on the list The America and 
BoDtbcm were s^ far from completed and were 
destined never to go to sea in the Continental ser- 
vice. Little bad been aooomplished by the navy 
during the year; few prizes of any oonmderahle 
value or importance had been taken. The hotly 
contested action of the Tmmbnll with the Watt 
enhanced somewhat the reputation of a sendee 
that had suffered from the shortcomings of zealous 
and brave bat untrained cheers. 

As the navy dwindled, privateering ocmtinned to 
thrive and grow. The nnmber of private armed 
vessels commissioned by the different states doubt- 
less increased considerably, though figures are not 
acoesrible. The Continental Congress issued three 
hundred and one letters of marqne in 1780, ninety- 
two more than in 1779.' Althongh it la evident 
that privateers were increaring in numbers, there 
seem to be fewer aooonnts of their cruises than in 
previous years. 

The increase in the total nnmber of ships of the 

British navy during 1780 was from four hundred 

and eighty-one to five hundred and thirty-eight ; of 

1 yavai Reeardi (oalflndH), 217-le&. 
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^lese, three hundred and ninety-six vere in oom- 
mission at the end of the year, as compared with 
three hundred and six^-fonr twelve months earlier. 
The ua^ employed e^ty-five thonaand seamen and 
marines, an increase of fifteen thonaand. In the fall 
there were fifty-nine vessels (rf all oUsses on the 
North Amerioan station, including two of ninety 
guns each, eleven seventy-fours, five sixty-fours, 
three forty-fours, and fourteen frigates. Earlier in 
the year the number seems to have been consider- 
ably smaller. There were eleven vessels at New- 
foundland and a strong fleet in the West Indies.^ 

According to the table of losses and captures, 
already dted for previous years, the enemies of 
£ngland in 1780 took five hundred and ninety>six 
of her vessels, of which fifteen were privateers and 
tiie rest merchantmen ; of these, two btudred and 
Bixty4wo were retaken or ransomed. During the 
same lime the British captured from their enemies 
two hundred and thirty-seven vessels including 
tbir^-fonr privatews ; of this total only four were 
recaptured.' 

1 Haimag, ii, 211 ; SdtomUrg, ii, 1, it, 85S-3M ; Brit. Adn. Bet., 
A. D. 4Se, Septanfaec 80, 1780, Urt of Shipi and Vanels Em- 
plojed Diider the onto* of '^ot-Adminl Arbnthnot. 

> dwwi, iii, 39a. 
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NATAL OFEEATIOm IK 1781 

The ingaie Allianoe, Captain Bany, «as made 
ready at Boston for another voyage to France u 
soon 88 the oonrt martial of Captun Landidg was 
over. There was the usual delay and difBoulty in 
recruiting a orew for the ship and application was 
made to the state government for authority to im- 
press seamffli snd to enlist soldiers. The former re- 
quest was denied, but permission was obtuned to 
enroll volmiteers from the guard at the castle and 
it was again necessary to tahe a considerable num- 
ber of British prisoners. A turbulent ship's company 
was the conaequeaoe and a sanguinary brawl on 
Long Wharf with the crews of two French frigates 
was an early result Some distinguished passengers 
were taken, including Colonel John Lanr^is and 
Thomas Faine. Several others obtuned passage on 
condition that if necessary they should serve against 
the enemy or in quelling mutiny. Laurens was a 
son of Henry Laurens, still a prisoner in England, 
and was bound on an important mission to France. 
He was the bearer of a letter, dated Jaunary 15, 
1781, from Gmeral Washington, addressed to him- 
self (Laurens), discoursing on the objects of his 
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mission ; it was afterwards submitted to Vei^euieB. 
In this letter, first of all, the imperative need of 
money to carry on the approadiii^ campaign was 
nrged. Washington then says: "Next to a loan of 
money, a constant naval superiority on these coasts 
is the ohjeot most interesting. This would instantly 
reduce the enemy to a dif&cult defensive and, by 
removing all prospect of extending their acquisitions, 
would take away the motives for prosecuting the 
war. Lideed, it is not to be conceived how they 
could subsist a lai^ force in this country, if we 
had the command of the seas to interrupt the regular 
tnmsmissicH) of supplies from Eoiope. This superi* 
ority, with an ud in money, would enable ns to 
convert the war into a vigorous off^isive. I say 
nothing of the advantages to the trade of both na- 
tiims, nor how infinitdy it would fadlitate our sup- 
plies. With respect to us, it seems to be one of two 
deciding points, and it appears too to be the inter- 
est of our allies, abstracted from the immediate 
benefits to this ootmtry, to transfer the naval war 
to America. The number ot ports friendly to them, 
hostile to the British, the materials for reputing 
their disabled ships, the extensive supplies towards 
the subsistence of their fleet, are oitcumstanoes 
which would give them a palpable advantage in the 
contest of these seas." ^ The Alliance sailed from 
Boston, February 11, 1781. On thevoy^ea smaU 
British privateer was taken and her prize, a Vene- 
1 Wathington, iz, lOS. 
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tian ship, w&s released. The frigate arriTed at 
L'Orient, March 9.^ 

The two main objects of Washington's desire, 
indispensable at this critical period, were realized. 
Money was obtained and a French fleet soon set 
Bul for America. March 29, the Alliance got un- 
der way for her retnm voyage in company with a 
large French letter of marqae called the Marquis 
de Lafayette, loaded with military stores. Soon af- 
ter sailing, a mutiny was discovered on the Alliance. 
John Kessler, mate of the frigate, who wrote a nar- 
rative of her voyages, says that *' on March SOth an 
Indian, one of the forecastle men, gave Captun 
Barry information of a combination among the crew 
for the purpose of taking the ship, and pointing 
out three who had strove to previul on him to be 
concerned therein. The three men were immediately 
put in irons and all the officers, with such of the 
crew as oould be confided in, were armed and re- 
quired to remain all night on deoh. On the next 
morning all hands were called and placed on the 
forecastle, booms, and gangways, excepting the of- 
ficers and such part of the crew in whom Captain 
Barry confided, who, armed, strongly guarded the 
quarter deck, the steerage, and the main deck, to 
keep the remainder of the crew together on the fore- 
castle and boom. The three designated men were 

> Barry, oh. lU ; TTWtM, It, 310, 260, 262, 279, 826 ; Xam. 
Court Etc., Janiu>i7 2S, 1181 ; Mam. Acti and Baclvei, Falinuur 
0, 1181 ; BfMWn Gaztile, Jiaauaj 1, 178L 
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brought ont of their irons on the quarter and, being 
stripped and hoisted by the thumbs to the mizzen 
stay, underwent a very severe whipping before 
either would m^e any confession. The names of 
25 of their accomplices were obtained from them 
before the whipping was discontinued. As their ao- 
oomplioes were disclosed, they were called to the 
quarter deck, stripped and tied to the ridge-rope of 
the netting and the whipping continued until it was 
thought all were disdoeed that could possibly be ob- 
tained, which proved to be. That it was intended to 
take the ship on her passage out by killing all the 
officers in the middle wat«h of the night, except the 
second Lieutenant, F. Fletcher, who was to navi- 
gate her to some port in Ireland, or on failure, to 
be destroyed. A quartermaster, one of the mutineera, 
was to have command. They had all been bound 
by an oath on the Bible administered by the Cap- 
tain's assistant cabin steward, and had also signed 
their names in a round robin so-called, but that 
they found no good opportunity on the outward 
passage and intended to accomplish the taking of 
the ship as aforesaid immediately on leaving France. 
But on coming out of L'Orient we lost a man over- 
board who was one of the chief ringleaders and they 
considering that as a bad omen, threw the round 
robin overboard and relinquished their designs. 
The three principles were placed securely in irons 
and the remainder, after being admonished by Cap- 
tain Barry and on their solemn declaration to con- 
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dnot theouelTes veil, were permitted to return to 
ship's doty." ^ The three prinopals were afterwards 
tried and sentenced to death, bnt this penalty iras 



Kessler farther relates that "on April 2nd, 1781, 
two brigs gave as obase and were pevmitted to come 
np. One ran dose on board of na and without any 
hail fired the whole broadride at ns and immedi- 
atdj ereiy one nm tjff het deck. We had oom- 
menced firing, bat on disoovering their retreat the 
firing ceased and we hoarded them. She proved to 
be a brig with flush deck and 20 twelve pooiaders, 
two mx poonders and 14 [fonr-ponnd ooehomB], 
with 112 men, called the Mars and belonging to 
the Guernsey, The orew were taken abotud the 
Allianoe and all pat in irons wiliioat distinction. 
Captain Barry oonudering them as not meriting 
other treatment in oonseqoenoe of their firing on us 
with no intention of bravely fighting. The other brig 
was a Jersey called tiie Minerva, of 10 guns and 
65 men. She was taken poasesmon of and manned 
by the Marqnis de Layette, onr consort. Soon 
after, in a gale ot wind, we parted with onr oonsort 
and the prises." ' A month later two other prizes 
were taken. May 16, the Allianoe was straok by 
I^btning, whieh shattered her main topmast and 
homed several men. 

An action was foaght, May 29, with the British 
ship Atalimta and brig Trepasaey in about north 
> Barrf. 183. ■ Ibid^ 134. 
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latitude 40" and west longitnde 63°, which is des- 
cribed b; Kessler. " Towards evening [of the 28th j 
discovered two sul on the weather bow standing 
for us and which after coming near enough to be 
kept in sight, hauled to wind and stood on our course. 
Towards day it became quite calm. After it became 
light it appeared that they were an armed ship and 
brig, about a league distant. At sunrise they hoisted 
the English colors and beat drums. At the same 
time tJie American colors were displayed by the 
Alliance. By little puffs of wind we were enabled 
to get within short hailing distance." At eleven 
o'clock the ships hailed each other. "The firing 
then b^;an, but unfortunately there was not wind 
enough for our steerage way and they being lighter 
vessels, by using sweeps got and kept athwart our 
stem and on our quarters, so that we could not 
bring one-half our guns, nay, oft time only one gun 
out astern to bear on them, and thus laying like a 
log the greateat part of the time. About two o'clock 
Captain Barry received a wound by a grape shot 
in the shoulder. He remiuoed, however, on the 
quarter deck until by the much loss of blood he was 
obliged to be helped to the cock-pit. Some time 
after, our colors were shot away and it so happened 
that at the same time such guns as would bear on 
tliem had been fired and were then loading, and 
which led the enemy to think we had struck the 
colors, and manned their shrouds and gave three 
eheers ; by that time the colors were hoisted 1^ a 
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nuzen brail tuid our firing again began. A qnarteT- 
master went to the wheel in place of one just killed 
there. At the moment a small breeze of wind hap- 
pening, a broadBide was brought to bear and fired 
on the ship and then one on the brig, when they 
stmch their colors at three o'clock." ^ 

Captain Edwards of the Atalanta, testi^ring at 
his court martial, said of the Alliance that when 
"about two cables lengths to leeward she hoisted 
Bebel et^urs and fir'd a Shot across us. I imme- 
diately hoisted oar colours, when she fired her 
broadside, wore, and as soon as on the other tack 
and her Guns woud bear, kept a constant Fire on 
na ; our Firing b^;an on her, bat being at too great 
a distance, I ceast our Fire and eadearonr'd to get 
nearer to her, which having effected she haild as, 
said she was the Alliance continental Frigate and 
desired we would strike." Edwards tried to keep 
up a conversation until the Trepassey could get up, 
but the Alliance began the action again. The Tr^ 
passey was so anxious to get up t^t she passed under 
the stem of the Alliance " with too much way and 
in hauling under her Quarter, shot abreast of her ; 
in this situation she received two broadsides." The 
Atalanta was then brought under the frigate's stem 
and got between her and the Trepassey. The Ata- 
lanta continued the action an hour and a half longer, 
nearly three hours in all ; she was then so greatly 
disabled in masts, yards, sails, and ti^png as to be 

1 Bmry, ISG, 186. 
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unmanageable. It was accordingl; necessary to 
strike and tlie Trepassey, nnable to get away, struck 
also. The Atalanta'a mainmast soon went orer tke 
side.^ The master of the Trepaasey, describing the 
battle, says that the Alliance, at a distance (£ half 
a mile to leeward, " hoisted rebel colours and gave 
the Atalanta and ns a broadside, we being then very 
nigh to each other; we then bore up close along' 
aide of her, the Atalanta on the starboard and the 
Trepassey on the larboard quarter, and began to 
engage. About an hour after the action began Capt. 
Smith of the Trepaaaey was killed." ' 

The Atalanta, which carried sixteen guns and a 
hnndred and twenly-five men, lost six killed and 
eighteen wounded ; the Trepassey, with fourteen 
guns and eighty men, lost six killed, including the 
captain, and eleven wounded. The Alliance mounted 
twenty^ight twelve-pounders and eight nines ; hex 
crew was reduced by manning prizes and weakened 
by disaffection and sickness. Her loss was five 
killed, including the lieutenant of marines, and 
twenty-two wounded, three of them mortally. Cap- 
tain Edwards and a few other officers were sent on 
board the Alliance ; also some of the wounded. 
Captain Barry agreed with the British to send the 
Trepassey as a cartel to Halifax with all his other 
prisoners, about two hundred and fifty in number, 
to be exchanged for Americans ; before entering 

> Brit. Adm. Bte^ Count Martial, No. B319 {Oetobw 16, 1781). 
■ Ai»M, sU, ISO. 
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upon this Bervice the Tiepaas^'B guns were thrown 
overboard. She arrived in due time at Halifax. 
The Atalanta, which had been dismaated in the en- 
gagem^it, wae fitted with joiy maata and put in 
charge of Hezekiah Weleh, second lieutenant of the 
Alliance as priu master. Some weeks later, i^-the 
Vice-Admiralty Court at Halifax, Welch testified 
that he was ordered hj Certain Bany " to take 
possession of the Atalanta and proceed with her to 
Boston, Kew Eng^land ; that on their passage thither 
the 7th Jmie last, being near Gape Cod, they fell 
i|i with His Majesty's ships of War the Assurance, 
Charlestown, Amphitrite and Vnltore, which retook 
the Kud sloop Atalanta, put a British ofBcer & Sea- 
men OQ board her & sent her safe into this Fort of 
Halifax." ^ The Marquis de Lafayette, letter of 
marque, which parted from the Alliance in April, 
was also unlucky. She fell in with the enemy's 
Jamuoa flert under a strong convoy and after a 
hard fi^t of three hours was captured by a greatly 
superior force. The Alliance arrived at Boston, 
June 6. During the gnmmer she was sheathed with 
copper on Barry *s recommendation.' 

The presence in Massachusetts Bay of the Brit- 
ish squadron which recaptured the Atalanta, and 
which the Alliance had the good fortune not to 
meet with, is Kq>luoed in a letter of Admiral Ar- 

> E**ex Intt. CUI., Janncrf, IQOQ. 

* BEDTy,alii.ziii,iiT; JiKM,iil, 156-160; BiMtonOoietta, June 
ll.Jnlr 9.1181; Londm CAnnncIe, Angort 7, ITSlj ImMS8^ 
July 15, 1782, rapoit on 1<m c< the I^>7ette. 
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bathnot to the Admiralty, dated off Sandy Hook, 
July 4, 1781 : " The mmourB that had been abroad 
for a consideTable time paat, that a reinforcement 
of troops was daily expected from France, induced 
me to send a squadron into Boston Bay of saperior 
force, as the enemy's guard was reported to be 
only two frigates; the Assurance, Charies-Town, 
Amphitrite, Vnltore, and Savage are employed on 
this service, and the Boyal Oak, on her way to 
Halifax, was directed to take that route. I have 
since, by the ohannel of the Bebels, received intel- 
ligence that a few recruits and some storeships have 
notwithstanding got into Boston, with a French 
£fty gun ship and two frigates ; but Captain Dun- 
can of the Medea, which arrived from Halifax on 
the 30th ulb, informs me that his Majesty's sloop 
the AtaUnta, wMoh had been taken after a very 
gallant action by the rebel Frigate Alliance, of 40 
guns, was retaken by that detachment in Boston 
Bay, and that he spoke a store-ship of near 800 
tons, also a prize, on her entrance into the port of 
Halifax as he came out. It is believed that they 
have been mnoh more suooeesful, but I have no au- 
thentic advices of their operations. . . ■ The Medea 
on her return captured two privateers fnnn Salem, 
the ship Rover, of 18 six pounders and 140 men, 
and the sloop Revenge of 10 guns." ^ 

The frigate TrumbuU, Captain James NichtJson, 

spent the first half of the year 1781 fitting out at 

I Atmon, xli, ISS, ISO. 
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Philadelphia for a craise, under the aoouBtomed 
diffionltieB imposed by lack of tnoDej and scaroitjr 
of seamen. The Deane, Captain Samnel NicholBOD, 
the Confederacy, Captain Harding, and the Sara^ 
tc^a, Captain Yonng, cnused in the West Indies 
during the winter and early spring. They sailed, 
March 20, from Cape Fran9oiB bound north in 
company vith a French frigate and a large conToy 
of American and French merchantmen. The Deane 
arrived at Boston aboat the middle trf April. The 
Confederacy, on April 15, fell in with the British 
ships Boebook, 44, and Orphens, 32. In the face 
of eo superior a force, and with the working of his 
ship hindered by a large cargo of military supplies, 
Captain Harding considered resistance useless and 
promptly struck his flag. Thus ended the brief and 
tinlnct^ career in the Continental service of this 
fine frigate. She was taken into tbe British navy 
under the name of Confederate. Several of the con> 
TOy were also taken. It wonld appear that the Sara^ 
toga, after parting from her consorts, was lost at 
sea, for she was never heard of ag&in.^ 

The TmmbuU got to sea at last and took her 
departure from the Delaware capes August 8; 
among her lieutenants were Biobard Dale and 

> Pop. CoTd. Congr., 87, 356, 411, 471, 476, 605 (FebrMrj 7, 
April 28, Hay 6, June S, 1781) j Bojfon OtueOe, Juiiwrj 39, Much 
19, April IS, 30, Ua7 14, ITSl ; ConUtuntal Jeunal, lUnA 22, 
A^ 19, 26, ITSl ; Indgimdait Ckrimde, Hay 4, 10, 1781 ; Paper* 
New London Hitt. Sac, IV, i, 62 ; Navg Bee Soe., ti, 109 ; Bar. 
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Alexander Murray, a volanteer. She sailed in oom- 
pany with a twenty-foar-gun privateer, a fonrteen- 
gan letter of marque and a convoy of twenty-eight 
merchantmen. The same day three biuI were dis- 
covered to the eastward, two of which gave chase 
to the convoy. Night came on nuny and aqnally 
and the Trambull carried away her foie-topmaat 
and main-topgallantmast She was obliged to nm 
before the wind and the rest of the fleet 1^ her. 
Captain Nicholson reported : " The wreck of the 
topmast with the yard and rigging laying aback of 
the foresail and over the bows, the topsail yard arm 
came tbrongh the foresail and on the fioeoastie, so 
that with our utmost exertion we could not clear 
ourselves of the wreck until one of the ships came 
alongside and the other in sight. Immediately all 
hands were called to quarters ; instead of coming, 
three qnarters (^ them ran below, put out the 
lights, matches, &o. With the ranainder and a few 
brave officers we oommeneed an action with the 
Iris for one hour and thirty-five minutes, at the 
end of wUch the other ship came up and fired into 
us. Seeing no prospect of escaping in this unequal 
contest, I struck, having my first and third lieuts. 
and Capt. Murray, a volunteer, with eight others 
wounded and 5 killed. My crew consisted of 180 
men, 45 of whom were taken out of the new goal — 
prisoners of war ; they through treacheiy and others 
from cowardice betrayed me, or at least prevented 
my making the resiBtance I would have dcnie. At 
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no time of the engagement had I more than 40 
men upon deck."* The British thirfy-two-gnn 
frigate Iris had formerly been the American frigate 
Hancock, captorod by the Bainbav in 1777. Her 
consort was tbe eighteen-gnn ship General Monk, 
also a prize, having been originally an American 
privateer called tbe General Washington. The 
Tmmball was almost a wreck and was towed into 
New York by the Iris. She was not taken into the 
British service. A few weeks after this the Iris 
and another British frigate were captared by the 
French." 

In the summer of 1781 the Board of Admiralty 
oeaaed to exist and the numagement of naval affurs 
passed under the control <^ Bobert Morris as Agent 
of Marine.^ He issned orders for a cruise together 
of the AUiance and Deane, which were now the 
only Continental veBsels in commission. He wrote 
to Captain Bany, September 21: "When these 
ships are ready yon will proceed to sea. The Ships 
are both under yonr command, the Captun of the 
Deane being instruotad to obey yonr orders, where- 
fore you had best to fmnish him a copy of these in- 
stmotions, giving soch in addition as you shall judge 
necessary for Keeping Company, respecting Sig- 
nals, Places of Hendevoas in case of Separatbn 

1 Cbntinanfuf Journal, September IS, 1781. 

> Fort Folio, Ma;, ISM , Clark, i, 124 ; AltMn, xli, 2SS, 240 ; 
Ind^mdatt Ledger, Ootobet 8, 1781 ; Pt^>er» Nob Lotidim Hu^ 
SbCi IV, i, 57, 68. 

* Sm ■bore, p. ffl. 
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and all otlier tlunga that tend to promote Success 
and Crloiy or secure Safety agunat superior force. 
It is my intentioQ that you should go upon a omize 
and therefore yon will be ready to aail from the 
Harbour of Boston and use yonr best Efforts todi»- 
tnrb the Enemy. Such jouws as you may make 
you will send into the Port vUoh you will find en- 
dorsed, a list of Persons in several Forts to whom 
to a^tly in Case yon go yourselves or send yonr 
Prixes thither. ... I do not fix yonr omizing 
ground nor limit the length of yonr cruize, beoanse 
I expect yoa will know Gi» most likely course and 
will be anxious to meet such events as will do 
honor to the American flag and pnwaote the general 
interest. When you want provisions, I think it will 
be best that you shoald enter the Delaware and send 
op aa far as New Castle, to whioh place they can 
best be sent in shallops. The latitude I have given 
precludes both the necessity and propriety of more 
partionUr instraotions. Let me hear from you by 
every convenient opportunity and doo't fail to 
transmit to His Excellency the Commandeivin- 
Chief of our Army, as well as to me, any intelli- 
gence that you may obtain which yon think may in 
any wise afFeot his operations."^ October IT, the 
Beane not being ready, Morris sent orders to Barry 
to cmise alone in the Alliance, but the faQ of York' 
town soon after this caused a change of jdans and 
both ships remained in port.^ 

' Barry, 161. « Ibid., 160-164; PiiU.B.lHut. Soc., tU!, 278. 
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The quarrels of Jones and Tiandain in Fnnce in 
1780, the failure of the Alliance to biing oTor the 
clothing and stores so maoh needed by the annj, 
and other oiroumstaDoes led to mooh dissati8£iU!ti<m 
in and out of Congress, and in March, 1781, soon 
after his return to America in the Ariel, Jones was 
called upon to explain his conduct. The Board of 
Admiralty pn^nnded a list of f orty-scYen ques- 
tions covering all his movements since taking oom- 
mand of the Banger in 1777. Jones answered these 
questions promptly and fully, and his replies cleared 
up all doubts as to bis various traosactious in Eu- 
rape, naval, political, and financiaL Influenced by 
the good impression he made in this matter and by 
the honors ptud him in Europe, Congress resolved, 
April 14, 1781, "That the thanks of the United 
States in Congress assembled be given to Captun 
John Paul Jones, for the zeal, prudence and intre- 
pidity with which he has supported the honor of 
the American flag, for his bold and successful en- 
terprises to redeem from captivi^ the citizens of 
these States who had fallen under the power of 
the enemy, and in general for the good conduct and 
eminent services by whidi he has added lustre to 
his character and to tiie American arms ; that the 
thanks of the United States in Congress assembled 
be also given to the of&cers and men who have 
faithfully served under him from time to time for 
their steady afieetion to the cause of their country 
and the bravery and perseverance they have mani- 
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fested therein." * A fev weeks after this a special 
committee of Congresa recommended Jones's pro- 
motion to the rank of rear-admiral, but, owing to 
the jealousy and opposition of other <^oer8, no 
action was taken. The Ariel was sent back to 
France in the summer or early fall of 1781.^ 

The Massachusetts ship Mars remained in the 
river Loire ^ about tjiree months and then retomed 
to Boston, arriTing February 28, 1781, with a 
prize. The frigate Protector, daring the early part 
of the year, cruised in the West Indies, part of 
the time in company with the Continental frigate 
Deane, and with some success. In the Massaoha* 
setts House of Bepresentatives, March 3, the fol- 
lowing action was taken: "Whereas by recent 
Advices received by express from the Eastward it 
appears that the Enemy with a Number of Armed 
Vessels are daily committing the most horrid D^ 
predations and Cruelties on the Inhabitants who 
reside on or near the Sea Coasts in the Conn^ of 
Lincoln," it was resolved to request the French 
admiral at Newport to send one or two frigates, to 
fit out the ship Mars immediately, and to grant 
bounties to privateers which should capture the 
enemy's vessels.* May 19, it was resolved to send 
an armed vessel with provisions for the relief of 

> iOcrhriM, 226. 

' AiW., 214-226; Auub, S21-S28 ; Wh>i1m,n,2SS-Stn ; Log* 
^ Sert^nt, ABianee, Aritl, 126; Sanj, 149; Pop. Cent. Con^., 
S7, 401, 405 ; Aoral OaxOU, Jnl; 10, 1783. 

* Sm Bbore, p. 64a * Matt. Comt Bte. 
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tbe gairiBOn at MachJaa, and to reinforce the gar- 
iiBOD. Conditions along the Maine coaat continued 
to be a Boorce of chionio irritation at the seat 
ot the state goreminent in Boston and strongl; 
worded resolves were from time to time adopted in 
the Oeneral Court. Notwithstanding tbe P^iobsoot 
disaster of two years before, the possibility of driv- 
ing out the British remained, with tbe more san- 
guine, a practieal question. The Mars^ onder the 
command of Captain Nerins, and apparentiy un- 
accompanied by the Frenob frigates asked for, 
cruised during the spring and took two prizes. The 
new ship Tartar seems to hare met with great delay 
in building and it was proposed to sell her, but this 
was not done at the time ; she was not ready for 
serrice until the following year. The sale of the 
Mars was also considered, la the summer a sloop 
called the Defence was added to the Massachusetts 
navy and made one cruise, after tbe return to port 
of the Mars and under tbe same captain, James 
Nevins. Another severe blow came to the Mas- 
sachusetts navy in 1781, in the loss of its most 
powerful vessel, tiie Protector, which was captured. 
May 5, by tbe British ship Boebuok and frigate 
Medea.1 

The frigate Indien, wbii^ had been built at 

* Bo$tat OaxOU, Maioh 0, 19, April 80, Hay 14, July 2, 1781 ; 
Itidtpeaient Cbvnteli, Hay 4, 1181 ; Manadaueai Mag., July, 
OoCober, 1910, Jaaury, lOII, Junury, 1912 ; Man. Court Etc., 
Fabnury 14, Mmnk S, S, T, Hay 10, 1761 ; Mom*. Bn>. BMi, 
mix, 45; Jbtt . .<lr«iUM*, dTiii, 912 ; 7<u, 79-68. 
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Amsterdam for the Contmental navy aad then sold 
to the King of France,^ later became the property 
of the Chevalier Lnxemboaig, who leased her in 
1779 or 1780 to Commodore Alexander GHUon of 
the South Carolina navy. Qillonhadbeenia Europe 
since 1778, empbyed in farthering the naval and 
commerdal interests of his state. He made enemies 
and his reputation has suffered from statements 
ooQoeming his finanfiia] transactions. He changed 
the name of the Indien to South Carolina, manned 
her lai^ely vrith Amerioui sailors from English 
prisons, and armed her with twenty-eight thirty- 
aiz-pounders' imd twelve twelves. He moved her 
from Amsterdam to the Tezel during the snuuner 
and fall of 1780, the passage being much obstructed 
by shoal water. While on the way the South Caro- 
lina was joined by Lieutenant Mattliewman, who 
had been engaged as master. This officer giyes an 
account in his ** Narrative" of oonditions on board 
the frigate during his stay. " la Botteidam," he 
says, "I saw Commodore Gillon, the commander of 
the ship, who gave me his directions. On my arrival 
on board the ship, then laying about half way be- 
tween Amsterdam and the Tezel, everything was 
in confusion, three of the Lieutenants were under 
arrest, and the ship like a mere wreck, her crew 
then about 250 men mostly Americans, who had 

> Sm aboT*. p. 286. 

' Tbirty-iiiDB-iKinnden, aaaoiding to tli* Britiah aooennt, Brit. 
Adn. Btc, A. D. 490, Juui; 18, 1783. Sse bolow, p. &8S. 
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made their escape imd had got on board under pre- 
tence of giving them a passage to America ; where 
tb^ were near a twelve month . . . and were 
never allowed the liberty of edipping over the ship's 
side, I myself was seven months on board, thongh 
master of the ship. On some disagreement I quit 
the ship and returned to Amsterdam." ^ The Sonth 
Carolina remained at the Tezel nntil August, 1781, 
when she vras finally ready for sea. She had a crew 
of five hondred and fifty, including three bandied 
French marines. She omised first in tiie North Sea, 
and on Angnst 2S, captured and bamed a prize. 
September 1, she was off the Shetland Islands and 
on the 8d her log records : " Hove the Corps of a 
French Mareen over Aboard at 8 p.m." On the 7th, 
she c^tnied a sixteea-gun Liverpool privateer ; the 
same day, " Put 2 French Mereens in Irons for In- 
sulting Licnt. White." By themiddleof themcmth 
the South Carolina was making a southeriy course, 
and on the 24th, " Mored att Carone in Spain." 
October 17, she sailed from Comna, and on the 
21st, in latdtade 87'=' 52', " Brou^ Tew A Brigg ; 
She Pruved to Be A Brigg from Newfoond Land 
Called the Venus." On the 31st, the South Caro- 
lina was off Teneriffe. She made a short cruise in 
the West Indies, then sailed north, and, December 
31, was off Cliarlestf>n. The next day, however, she 
"Bore Away for the Havannah."' 

> Mag. Anar. Hiit, March, 1878. 

* Log 1^ tie SiMk Caroitnai Pouf/tn, 486-438 ; Wktrtm, ir, MS, 
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In a letter, dated September 23, 1781, Captaio 
Stirling reported the capture of his ship, a sixteen- 
gnn sloop of war of the British navy, by an Ameri- 
can privateer, "It is,'-' he says, "with the most 
poignant grief I acquaint your ExceUeooy (£ the 
capture of liis Majes^'s sloop Savage, late under 
my command. . . . Early in the morning of the 
6th instant, 10 leagues East of Charles-town, we 
espied a ship bearing down on us, who when about 
four miles distant, hauled her wind to the East' 
ward, shewing by her appearance she was an Amer- 
ican oruizer ; her force could not be so easily dia- 
tinguisbed. I therefore gave way to the pleasing 
idea that she was a privateer carrying 20 nine- 
pounders, whom I bad intelligence was cruizing off 
here, and instantly rescdved either to bring her to 
action or oblige her to quit the coast, for which 
purpose we gave chase, but were prevented contdu- 
niug it long by ber edging down, seemingly deter- 
mined to engage us. Conscious of her superiority 
in sailing and force, this mauceuvre coinciding with 
my wishes, I caused the Savage to lay by till we 
perceived on her nearer approach she was far su- 
perior to what we imagined and that it was neces- 
sary to attempt mj^lripg our escape, without scnne 
fortunate shot, in the course of a running fight we 

HT ; So. Carolina Hitl. and Om. Mag., Jumarr, April, 1900 ; 
Botfon Gazette, NoTember 10, 1181; Indepndtnt ChronieU, 
Norember 22, 1781; Sogal Oaietlt, July 10, 1782 ;'Xm MSB., 
JdIj 6, 1779, June, 1180 ; Adamt MSB., Manh S, September 26, 
Ootobec 26, 1781. 
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saw inevitable, admitted oar taking adTontages and 
bring on a more equal oonfliot. At half past ten 
she b^;an firing bow ohaoen and at elereni b«ng 
olooe on our qnarter, tlie action conunenoed witb 
mnsqoetry, wliioh after a good deal of execution 
iras followed bj a heavy cannonade on botb sides. 
In an hour's time I had the mortification to see onr 
braces and bow-linea shot away and not a rope left 
to trim the sail with, notwithstanding every pre- 
oaation had been taken ; however, our fire was so 
constant and well^rected that the enemy did not 
see our sitoation, but kept alongside of ns till acci- 
dent obliged him to drop astwn. Ue Savage was 
now almost a wreck, her sails, rig^g and yard so 
mnch eat that it was witb the utmost difficulty we 
could alter onr position time enough to avoid being 
ralrad, the enemy lying directly athwart our stem 
for some minntes. This was the only intermisrion 
of great guns, bat musquetry and pistols still did 
execution and continued till they opened again, 
whioh was not till both ships were almost on board 
each other, when the battle became more furious 
than before. Our quarter-deck and forecastle were 
Boon now neuly cleared, scarce a man belon^g 
to either not being killed or wounded, with three 
guns on our main-deck rendered nseless. In this 
cntuation we fought near an hour with only five 
^•poundoD, the fire from each ship's guns scoioh- 
ing the men who opposed them, shot and other im- 
plements of war thrown by hand doing Kucntion, 
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when onr Dusen-mast being shot away b; the board, 
oar iiiam>ma«t tottering vitb only three shroadi 
itanding, the ship on fiie dangerously, only 40 men 
on duty to oppose the foe who was attempting to 
board ns in three plaoes, no guooonr in §ight or 
poflsilnlil^ <^ making further resistance, I was ne- 
oesritated at a qnarter before three P.M. to surren- 
der to the Congress, a private ship of war belong- 
ing to Philadelphia, who carried 215 men and 
mounted 20 twelve pounders on her nuun-deoh and 4 
sizes above, fooxtoen of which were fought on one 
side. She Icwt during the action eleven men and 
bad near thirty wounded, several of them mortally; 
ber masts, her sails and rigging were so much dam- 
aged that she was obliged to retam to port, which 
partiiy answered my wishes prior to the action, as 
a great part of the Carolina trade was daily ^- 
peoted on the coast and this privateer we saw suled 
remarkably fast Three days were employed putting 
her in a condition to make sail and five for the Sav- 
age, who was exceedingly sbattered. Indeed it is as- 
tonishing more dam^e was not done, as the weather 
was fine, the water remarkably smooth, and the ships 
never SO yards asunder." * Stirling reported a loss 
of eight killed and twenty-six wounded. The Con- 
gress was commanded by Captain Geddes and her 
loss was eight killed and thirty wounded. The Sav- 
age was recaptured by the British frigate Solebay.^ 

> Almon, xili, 48, 49 ; Ann. Beg. (17gl), 2S1. 

* Clark, i, 126; Peon, (kueO*, Septombec 19, Norentbcr 26, 
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In addition to privateering apon th« se«, active 
noaritime warfare was carried on daring the B«vo- 
lation by means of boats alongshore and in harbors, 
inlets, and bays. Whaleboate, barges, and other 
nnall open craft were employed, with ei{^t or more 
oars, sometimes as many as twenty-four, and also 
carrying sail, and with a swivel or heavier gun 
mounted in the bow. Their crews nnmbered from 
leas than a dozen to thirty or more. A flotilla of 
fonr or five such boats made a formidable arma- 
ment. Sometimes by surprise at night and some- 
times by direct attach, they captured merchantmen, 
transports, and supply ships, and occasionally armed 
vessels of considerable force. Nantnchet and Vine- 
yard Sounds, Long Ldand Sound, Chesapeake Bay, 
and, most of all, the New Jersey shore and lower 
New York Bay were the waters chiefly frequented 
by these whaleboat privateersmen. The British and 
loyalists employed the same sort of boats in their 
predatory warfare along the shores of Chesapeake 
Bay and Long Island Sound ; and boat expeditions 
were sent out from British men-of-war for the same 
kind of work. The most famous of the American 
flolillamen was Adam Hyler of Kew Jersey, who 

1781; Brit. Ada. Bee^ Iiutaae* and Prixe Bteordt, M, 401. Sm 
farther cm piiniaaiiug Id 1781, Clark, i, 120, 127; Tkthr, eh. 
riH ; A. Sherborne, 37-49 ; MU. a«d Nmi. Mag. U. 8., JoIt, 18S3 ; 
Ptq>ert Ifeu London Hid. Soc., IV, i, 20; MofadttuaU Xag; 
Ju»iM7, 1908; Boetm QaiOte. Fabnur; 19, Apiil 9, Itt, SO, iixj 
1, Jam 4, 2S, Jnlj 2, Amjiiut 6, Saptomber 10, 1781 ; Cmtinentid 
Jamtd, Fehrury 1, M»j 24, 1781 ; Cmn. Couranl, Avgaat 7, 1781 ; 
Fttemm'M JosW, Ma; 16, 1781 iLondon CkrmUde, Umy 10, 1781. 
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bore a coinmission from his state. He and others 
began their operations after the ocoupation of New 
YoA by the Britdsh in 1776. They cruised between 
Egg Harbor and Staten Island. Sometimes their 
boats were destroyed hy partieB sent from the British 
fleet, but new ones were soon bnilt to replace them. 
Hyler was most active in 1781 and 1782.' 

Several marauding expeditions in Chesapeake 
Bay were conducted by the British daring the 
devolution. Xbat of Collier and Mathew in 1779 
has been noticed.* In the lall of 1780, General 
Leslie, with about three thousand men and a naval 
force consisting of the Bomulus of forty-four guns, 
die frigate Blonde, and some smaller vessels, in- 
cluding one of John Goodrich's, seized Portsmouth, 
Virginia. December 30, the eqiedition of Benedict 
Arnold wiUi sixteen hundred men, which had 
sailed from New York on the 12th with several 
frigates, arrived in Chesapeake Bay. During the 
early part of January, 1781, Arnold raided up the 
James Blver as far as Biehmond and destroyed 
Dmoh property. Governor Jefferson of Vir^nia 

> Navai Hag., Noramber, 1836 ; Mag. Amtr. Hin., Uaroh, 1618, 
Mmnli, 1662 ; N, Y. Qm. and Biogr. Btc, April, 1891 ; Clori, i, 
113, 120 ; Btutoa Peat, Ootober 11, 1718, Jannsrj 23, Febnui? 0, 
1T79, Mmy 11. 1782 j P™n. Pocfat, M.J 2, 1780. M.y 29, 1181 ; 
Indeptndtrd ChromcU, Hsj 17, 1781, Janurj 6, 1783 ; Frttvtan't 
Jownal, April 2S, DMember 20, 1781, Jnn* 26, 1882 i Baltm Oa- 
*tUe, Angnat 15, 1782 ; BoOm Gaxetu, HsToh 31, 1783 ; Piekering 
liSS., zUt, 162 ; Alnon, sir, 35 i JV. T. Eve. PiM, July 18, 1883, 
qnotad in Froc, Mtu*. Hid, Soc, Jaonaij, 1864. 

* Sn kbore, p. 396. 
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made Btrenuoiu efforts in the defense of his State. 
Arnold soon retired to Portmnonth where lie re- 
mained until spzing. Meanwhile, in Fehmar;, a 
French sixty-fonr-gou ship uid two frigates oap- 
tnred the BomnltiB and several smaU vessels of 
Arnold's fleet. Another raid was made in April 
and May by twen^-five hundred men under Gen- 
erals Fhillipa and Arnold. The expedition left 
Fortsmooth April 18, fell down to Hampton Boads, 
and tfaenoe prooeeded np tlie James and Chicka- 
hominy Kivers. April 27, the British met with firm 
resistance on the part of the "Vli^inia navy on the 
James Bivw ; the most important of these vessels 
were the ships Tempest and Renown of sixteen 
guns each and the fourteen-gnn brigantine Jeffer- 
son. This force, however, the invaders finally over- 
eame, capturing a number of vessels that the 
Americans had not time to destroy. This nearly 
put an end to the Yttginia navy. Phillips died May 
IS, leaving Arnold in command. Soon after this, 
npon the arrival of Onrnwallis in Virginia, Arnold 
returned to New York.^ 

"When the American and French annies marched 
south in August, 1781, General Clinton sought to 
divert them from their purpose by sliding Arnold 
on another maraudii^ expedition, this time to Con- 

> Almoti, xi, 157, 322, zH, 60; Je^KM, H, SQl-410 ; Bothm 
GazelU, Msreh 5, ITSl ; JVavy Sec. Sec, -n, 93-102 ; DuKVon, oh. 
Im ; Narr. and CrU. Siit., vi, B46 ; Virginia Hitt. Seg., July, 
1&48, July, 1349, Oetobu, 18S1 ; &. £il. Mamnger, Jnua, 1889, 
Manh, 1867. 
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nectiont. Having ooUeoted a foroe on ^ Long 
Island shore at a point about thirty miles from 
New London, Arnold veighed anchor early in the 
evening of September 5. He had about seventeen 
hundred men on board twenty-four vessels. Cap- 
tain Bazeley wae in command of the fleet. They 
appeared off New london early the next morning. 
The force was landed in two divisions, nine hun- 
dred men on the west side of the Thames BJver and 
eight hundred on the east. Arnold led the western 
division and had little dif&oulty in taking New 
liondon ; the town was burned. Fort Griswold, at 
Groton, on the east side of the river, made a strong 
resistance, but it was Anally oaptured by the Brit- 
ish and loyalists and a massaore of the garrison 
followed. A very la^e amount of property on shore 
was destroyed ; also all the shipping, except a few 
vessels that raoaped up the river. The expedition 
tiien retnmed to New York.^ 

The most important naval event of 1781 vras the 
cnlminatdon of the stn^gle for naval supremacy in 
Amerioan waters on the part of the French and 
British, which decided the outcome of the war. In 
December, 1780, war between Holland and £ngland 
was declared, and in February, 1781, Admiral 
Rodney, the BritiBh naval commander-in-chief in 
the West Indies, seized the Dutch island of St. 
Enstatius, with a vast amount of property both 

> Alman, xUi, 5S, S8 ; Dantm, oh. zbiIU ; Jfarr. and Ont. Sttt, 
^662. 
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pablio and private, thereby breaking np a depot for 
tbe supply and transBbipment of goods and militatj 
stores, which had been during the war of great im- 
portance to the Americans and an invalnable aid to 
their cause. After the capture, throuf^ ^ tery 
questionable expedient of leaving Datcb colors fly- 
ing, Bodney was able greatly to increase the amount 
of booty hy decoying into the roadstead many un- 
suspecting vesBeb. He wrote to Germain, March 26: 
" I may speak within bounds when I say that unoe 
taking this island upwards of two hundred thoiuaiid 
pounds in value of tobacco has fell into our hands." 
The spoils were .sent home to England in thirty- 
four ships, most of which were fortnnately captured 
"by the French in the English ChanneL Before the 
end of the year, St. Eustatius also was captured by 
the Freneh.i 

The French fleet in Newport, now commanded 
by Commodore Destonobes, sailed for Chesape^e 
Bay early in March, closely followed by Arbuthnot 
from Gardiner's Bay, who by superior sailing ar- 
rived off the capes in time to head off the French. 
A battle followed in which Destooches had the ad- 
vantage and yet he ran out to sea, allowing Ar- 

1 llaian,S82; CJuuming, iii, 37S-8ZJ ; Almon,^, 260, jiiittW; 
Amer. HtH. Ba>., nil (July, 1903), 0Q9-108i Lmdm Chrmidt, 
Mmreh 15, 1761 ; Auton Qiueite, April 2, 1781 ; Navg Bee. 8oc., 
mriii, 123-126; Stop/ordSaekvUU MSS., 202, 207 (Rodney to 
Germun, Maroli 4, 2S, 1781) ; Leiteri of Lord Bodnty. Radoey'i 
letten diMAloaa tha TindiDtiteiian vhich nuirirad bis eondoat >t 
St. Boatatiii*. 
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bnthnot to enter the bay undistnrbed and form a 
junction with Arnold. Beiniorcements nnder Phil- 
lips were then Bent from New York to the army in 
Vii^nia. The opeiations of these officers on the 
James Biver, already mentioned, then took place. 
Late in March the Comte de Grasse with a power- 
ful fleet Bailed from Brest for the West Indies. Rod- 
ney being still occupied at St. Enatatioa, the French 
on their arrival late in April had to deal only with 
BeaivAdmiral Hood, whose force was inferior. If 
Bodney had been Ibbb intent on prize money he 
coold, perhapB, have ^ren De Grasse a reception 
tiiat might possibly have npset French and Ameri- 
can planB. He wonid neither go oat himself to mert 
the French nor allow Hood to do so. De Giasse 
^d not make full use (^ his advantage, however, 
and beyond releasing four blockaded French ships 
at Martiniqae he accomplished little. He anchored 
at Cape Frant^is late in Joly.^ 

Meanwhile Washington and Bochambeau, having 
united their forces near New York, were prepared 
to move on that place or against Comwallis in 
Virginia, according to whether the one or the other 
movement could most advantageously be supported 
l^ the French fleet. Having been apprised of this 
situation upon bis arrival at Cape Francois, De 
Grasae decided on the Chesapeake and jnromptiy 

1 Mohan, 382-387; AUm, ^ 310-31E; S^i>rd-8(KhnUt 
MSB., 207 {Hanfa 28, 1781) ; Navt Bw. Sue, iii (,Baad't Lourt), 
15-18; BodM)i'$ Ldlert, &B-62. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



074 NATAL HI8T0BT OF THE BETOLXmON 
dispatched a frigate to notify the generalB. Th^ 
at onoe moved the allied army to the head of Chesa- 
peake Bay and themce 1^ transportB to the York 
Peninsula, where Comwallis in his camp at York- 
town was §oon invested. De Graaae sailed north, 
August 5, and anchored in Lynnhaven Bay, jnst 
inside the capes of the Chesapeake, on the 80th. 
There was no English naval force in the bay at this 
time. Arbnthnot had departed long before, retom- 
ing to Engkad on leave, bbA s few days before, 
Hood, sent mnih from the West Indies by Bodney, 
bad passed the capes, and seeing no French had 
kept on to New York, where he joined Admiral 
Graves, now in command of the Korth American 
station. Angnst 31, Graves suled with the whole 
force for the Chesapeake, and npcm arriving off the 
capes, September 6, saw I>e Orasse inside. The 
English bad nineteen ships of the line, the French 
twenfr^-fonr. De Graase got underway and ran out 
to sea to meet Ms adversary, and five days were 
■pent in manceuvring and desultory fighting. Tins 
gave an opportunity for another French fieet to get 
into the bay. This was ^ Newport fleet, now com- 
manded by Commodore De Barras with a convoy 
of transports carrying siege artiU^y for the use of 
the army before Yorktown, which it was most im- 
portant to conduct in safety. Graves, overmatched, 
was obliged to return to New York. De Grasse 
again entered the bay, where he found De Barras 
safely anchored. The action of September 5 was a 
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subject of controveTsy among Biitisli offioers. 
Oravea foaght the battle under a nev system of 
i&Btruotions, and believed that his tnut of sncoess 
was due to the failure of his captains, bound by 
tradition to the old system, to interpret his sigoals 
intelligently. Hood sharply criticized the man^e- 
m^it of the fleet and has been charged with pur- 
posely failing to get into action and with a wiUing- 
nesB to see GtraveB blunder.^ 

The naval sapremaoy of France at the seat <^ 
•wax was now complete, the sea power so much de- 
sired by Washington had been won for the allies. 
The situation of Comwallis seemed hopeless, al- 
though if he had held out a few weeks longer, it is 
possible that Clinton's efforts to relieve him might 
have been succesefnl. He considered his position 
untenable, however, and surrendered to the allies, 
October 19. 

Before the end of 1781, the Continoital navy was 
reduced to the lowest point it reached during the 
war. Three vessels had been lost within the year : 
the bigates Confederacy and Trumbull and the 
sloop of war Saratoga. The Tmmbnll was the last 
of the originid thirteen frigates of 1776. The frig- 
1 MaAan,San-iW; ^Dum.sii, 283,xiii,3S-4S,xiT,3S; Saltan 
Oaiette, Ootober 1, 178 1 ; Sbgt/ord-SadcvUU M88., 212-216; 
Navy Bee. Soc., m, 24, 28-86, 40, 44, -ri, 111-127, ixli, 213, iini, 
120, 121, 124, 12&, 129, ixxt, 53-65,260, 261 ; Cl-Mei, ui, 488-502 ; 
Canning, iii, 334-836, 346 ; Doniol, it, oIu. liii, xiy ; Chtvalier, «h. 
tIE Sm ardale od Roehambean, b; J. J. Jniwiaiid in Harvard 
i' Mag., DMwnbar, 1S12. 
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ates Alliance and Deane now ocuutitnted tlie whole 
stren^ of the navy in conunigsion. The America 
of Mventj-four guns and the frigate Bourbon were 
still on the sbx^, with no likelihood of their being 
finished for a long time to come. On the list of of- 
fioers wete twenty-two oaptuns and thirty-nine lien- 
tenants, and of marine officers twelve captains and 
twelve lieutenants.* The great majority of these 
officers were either unem|d<^ed or serving on board 
privateers ; several weie prisoners of war. The ad- 
ministration of naval affairs continued to be in 
charge <rf Bobert Morris as Agent of Marine until 
after the end of the war. 

Five hundred aud fifty letters of marqne were 
issued to private armed vessels by the Continental 
Congress in 1781, a mnoh larger number than in 
any other year aud an increase over the figures for 
1780 of two hundred and forty-nine.* This indicates 
a decided activity and enterprise on the part of 
American privateers. A correspondent of John 
Adams wrote to him early in the following year : 
"It is true that a lat^ number of our private 
armed ships to the Eastward have been taken in 
the course of the last season, but in every other re- 
spect we have been successful. And indeed we have 
captured a number of valuable ships belon^ng to 
the enemy." ' 



* Naval Secordi (oi^aitr), 2I7-dg&. 

* Adanu MSB., Jannarj IS, 1782. 
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l>nring the year 1781 the nomber of TesfleLi of 
all classes is the Britiidi navy moreased from five 
hundied and thirty-eight to five hundred and fifty- 
one, a mach smaller growth than in the previona 
years of the war. The number in commission reached 
three hundred and nine^-eight at the end of the 
year, an increase of only two over the figures for 
the first of January. The number on the North 
American station seems to have varied considerably 
and to have been largest in October, when Graves 
had forfy-^ve in bis fieet ; there were about forty 
in the West Indies. The total number of seamen 
and marines in the navy was nine^ thousand.' 

According to the table of losses and captures 
before referred to, the British lost six hundred and 
twenty-five vessels, of which thir^-ei^t were priv- 
ateers and the others mercbanbnen ; of these, two 
hundred and seventeen were recaptured or ran> 
Bomed. England took from her enemies three hun- 
dred and seventeen, indading forty privateers, and 
ten of them were recaptured.^ Another correspond- 
ent of John Adams, writing from Boston, saya: 
" The British frigates have done more damage to 
Our trade the last Season than any time since the 
Warr ; that confotmded Penobscot is a handy re- 
sort"' 

John Paul Jones wrote to Washington, May T, 
1781 : " Our Navy has been badly oondocted ; it has 



1 HoBnay, ii, 211; Sdiomberg, ii, 36, It, 3 

* Clmoa, iii, S9fl. ■ Adam JtSS., Janaarj 23, 1782. 
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ever been withoat a head and is now almost eo- 
tirel; lost. ... I Have pointed oat many desirable 
operations that promised snooess and would have 
taught the harbaroos Biitains humanity, but my 
Toioe has been as a oiy in the desert. The import- 
ance and neoessitf of a marine establishment does 
not appear snffioiently impressed on the minds of 
oar Legislatore." * 
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CHAPTEE XVn 

THE END OF THS WAB, 1TB3 AND 1183 

AxTHOUQH the Bturender of ComwolliB Tirtiudly 
pat a stop to militau; operations on land, hoslilitiea 
on the sea oontintud until the codoIohod of peaoe. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the naval reaooioea 
of the oonntry were nearly exhausted, cruising was 
actively carried on by the few Continental and State 
ships still remaining, while privateersmen, Inred 
by the hope of prize money, did not cease fitting 
oat th^ craft and sending them to sea as long as 
there were enemies to pnrsoe. 

After the victory at Yorktown it was deemed 
necessary to send the Alliance again to France with 
Lafayette, and the ornise which had been planned 
for her by the Agent <^ Marine was accordingly 
abandoned. Washington wrote to Lafayette, No- 
vember 15, 1T81, once more strongly urging the 
importanoeofseapowcr. If De Ghrasse had remiuned 
a few weeks longer on the American coast, the 
English forces in the Southern States, in Washing* 
ton's opinion, would have sofiered " total eztirpa- 
tioD." He says: "As you expressed a desire to 
know my Sentiments respecting the operations of 
the next Campaign, before your departure for 
France, I will without a tedious display of reasoning 
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declue in one word, tiiat th» advanttgas of it to 
America and the honor and ^orj of it to the aOied 
una in these States moat depend absolntely upon 
the naval force which is employed in these Seas and 
the time of its appeanmce next year. No land fence 
can act donsivefy nnleas it is aoocHnpanied 1^ a 
maritime superiority ; nor can more than negaliTe 
advantages be expected withoat it ... It ft^ 
lows then, as certain as that night sncceeds day, 
that widioat a decisive naval foroe we can do no- 
tiaag definitive, and with it everything honoraUe 
and glorions. A constant naval superiority would 
terminate the war speedily; without it I do not 
know that it will ever be terminated honoraUy." * 
The magnitude of the advantage gained at Toik- 
town and the temper of the enemy were evidently 
not appretuated in America at this time. Aa it 
turned out, the British were in no need of a further 
exhibition of force to dispose them to thon^ts of 
peaoe. In fact they were so in feat oi another great 
disaster that orders, dated April 4, 1782, were is- 
sued to Genraal Catleton, who was sent to relieve 
General Clinton, to evacoate New York at once, 
or even to oairitnlate, if beset by a force so formid- 
able as to render evacuation without heavy loss im- 
practicable. For lack of transportB, however, evacua- 
tion was impossible, and the tide soon turned some- 
what in England's favor. The defeat of De Grasse 
1^ Bodney in the West Indies, in April, 1782, 
1, ii, 406, 407. 
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levived the spirits and lestored the oonfidmce of 
the British. NeTertheless, eSortk to prtwure tnuis- 
porta for remoTing the tioops from New Yorb . 
continued, bnt as a snfScient number oonld not be 
collected to embarh the whole army at once, the 
matter rested ontil at length the cessation of hostili- 
ties removed the supposed hazard of the situation. 
The British state of mind after Yorktown was of 
course unknown in America.^ 

La&yette proceeded to Boston and on board &e 
Alliance. Several other passengers accompanied him. 
Morris issued minate Instructions, dated November 
27, 1781, in which Captain Barrjr was directed to 
g^ve special attention to the comfort of his passen- 
gers. " Let it be done with discretion ; remember 
that we are not rich enough to be extravagant, nor 
BO poor as to act meanly." The importance of land- 
ing these distinguiahed persons safely was such that 
it would be necessary to avoid all vessels, it being 
the sole object " to make a quiet and safe passage 
to some portin France." The Alliance was to remain 
in Europe until abont the 1st of March, croidng 
" where yon can promise yourself of the best chance 
ot Success " ; she was then to set siul from L'Orient 
on her retam voyage, making as many prizes on the 
way as possible and finally putting into the most 
convenient American port, preferably Philadelphia, 
there to await further instructions. The frigate's 
1 Bparkt M38., Iv^ 146-149 ; Savj/ See. Soe., nzrUi, 73, 77- 
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crew ma finally made np. A nnmber of Freneh 
sailors were obtained throngh tbe efforts of the 
French minister and some of the Deane's crew were 
transferred to the Alliance. She sailed December 
23, 1781, and in spite of her orders to avoid all 
vessels, she made a prise of a large ship from 
Jamuoa which was sent into Boston. The frigate 
arrived at L'Orient, January 18, 1782.* 

The Alliaooe made a short and nnsnocessfnl 
omise in February, and on Maroh 16 set sul on 
her homeward voyage. She was agun unfortunate 
in Ha matter of taking prizes and fell in with no 
vessel of the enemy until off the Delaware capes, 
May 10, when a British Bixty-fonr.gun ship ap- 
peared and gave ehase. The Allianoe saoceeded in 
eloding her and ran for Sew London, where the 
arrived, May 13, and remained until August.' 

The General Court of Massachusetts, on Febru- 
ary 25, 1782, resolved to allow Captun Nicholson, 
who had unwillingly given up some of his <n«w to 
the Allianoe, to enlist not more than twelve men 
from the garrison of the Castle in Boston Harbor, 
for the frigate Deisne. This ship sailed from Bostcm 
in March on a two months' oruise in the West In- 
dies. She captured two ships, a brig, and a schooner, 
three of them armed vessels. She returned to Bos- 
ton in May with many prisoners on board, also 

1 Barry, 153-161 ; Indtptndenl Chrtmide, Jtmurj 24, 1762. 
* Barrg, oh. xt ; BtHtm Pott, Maj 11, 1782 ; Independeta 
CItrmidt, Ha; 23, 1182 ; IndqxHdaa Ledger, Jam 10, 1762. 
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several eases of fever. Slie remained in Boston 
Harbor four or five months.^ 

The frigate Sonth Carcdina, Commodore QiUon, 
arrived at Havana, January 12, 1782. Here it was 
learned that the Spaniards were making plans for 
an expedi&n against Nev Providenoe, under Gen- 
eral Cagigal, the governor <^ Cuba. CHllon joined 
forces with them, taking command of the fleet con- 
sisting of fifty-nine vessels, presamably mostly Span- 
ish. The next three months were spent in fitting 
ont this armada. April 22, the expedition sailed, 
and, May 5, the whole fleet lay before New Provi- 
denoe. Several outlets at the north side of the is- 
land were blocked by some of the American vessels, 
while others were stationed in the oMng. The Sonth 
Carolina stood ofi and on until five o'clock, thea 
took a position as near the bar of die harbor as 
possible, within gunshot of Fort Nassau, in order 
to draw attention that way while the transports 
prepared to land the troops. General Ca^^gal sent 
a flag to the governor asking on what terms he 
would surrender the Bahama Islands to Spain. 
Meanwhile Oillon directed the transports to follow 
a leading vessel, which repeated his signals for an- 
choring before the town, that the general might 
debark when he saw fit. The next day at nine 
o'clock the British governor sent proposals on board 
the South Carolina which were not accepted. All 

> X(U$. Coarl Bee, Febnuir 26, 1T82 j BoXon Ouettt, Hky 13, 
Jnlj 29, 1782, Indepmdtnt dronicle, M>; 23, 1782. 
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the American Tessels oontmned as near their sta- 
tions as wind, shoahi, and cinnunstances allowed. 
The Spanish transports, with armed vessels and 
galleys, kept anchoring as ordered, and at three 
o'clock Cagigal with the Spanish offioers on the 
South Carolina dqmrted in order to make prepaid 
ations for debarUng the troops. At fire o'clock 
anotiwr flag was sent to the governor and retnmed 
the next day, having agreed on a capitnlation. On 
the following day, May 8, Cagigal landed the army 
and took possession of the forts and town. This 
made the third capture of Kew Providence dnring 
the Bevolntion. Gillon thought that the snocess of 
the expedition was due to the captains of the 
American aimed vessels, who led the fleet against 
head grinds through difficult passages among the 
islands and reefs, a route so unfrequented and na. 
expected by the enemy that they had made no pre- 
parations to obatmet or defend it.* 

The South Carolina &eD sailed north and ar- 
rived at Philadelphia, May 28. Here she remained 
nearly six months. QiUon was displaced from the 
command of the ship by an agent of the owner, 
Cheralier Luxembourg, the exact reason for which 
does not appear. The command was given to Cap- 
tain John Joyner of the South Carolina navy. In 
November the frigate suled from Philadelphia hav- 

> Bi^ Oazetu, Jon* IQ, 1782, fflllon'i lepart to the gonraat 
of Sonth Cuolink (May 16, 1*782) ; Penn. PadUi, Muoh 5, Jniw 4, 
Ootobw 19, 1182 ; Log af At South Caroiina; Alman, sit, 148-lSl. 
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ing three vessels under convoy, bomid to Europe. 
Apparently she did not dear the capee for about a 
month, as she had not gone far when, on the n^ht 
of December 19, she fell in with three British men< 
of-war, the forty-four-gun ship Diomede and the 
frigates Quebec and Astrea of thirty-two guns each. 
A chase of eighteen hours ensned, during which 
two of the convoy were captured by the British and 
found to be a ship and brig from Philadelphia; the 
third, a schooner, got away. " Prisoners inform'd 
US," says the Astrea's log " the large Ship was the 

South Carolina Frigate, 40 Ghms At 3 [f.h., 

December 21] the Carolina fir'd several stem chace 
Guns at the Diomede & Quebec. ... At ^ past S, 
the Quebec hanld up for the South Carolina's 
Weather Quarter. The Diomede continued stand- 
ing on & Fir'd her Bow Chace Onus at the South 
Carolina; she ret'd her stem Chace Guns. At 45 
Min. past, the Diomede bore up and fir'd her Starbd 
Chins at the Cbaoe. At &0 Min. past 4 the Chace 
stmck her Colours & hove too." The prize was 
sent into New YoA. Soon afterwards a survey of 
the South Carolina was made which famishes a 
description of this mteresting ship, which might 
have done so much and really did so little for Iha 
American cause. Her length on the upper deck 
was one hundred and seventy feet, on the keel one 
hundred and forty-four feet and one inch ; extreme 
breadth, forty-three feet gnd three inches. She 
measured fourteen hundred and thirty tons burden. 
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" She appears to be aboat Yive Years OH, Bnilt in 
Holland ; had od board when taken, 28 No. (aboat) 
Thirty'^iDe Ponnders on ^ Upper Deck, 10 No. 
Twelve Ponnders on the Qoarter Deck, and 2 No. 
Nine Ponnders on the Fore Castle." * 

Two new ressels were added to the Massachn- 
setts na^ early in 1782, the Tartar and the sloop 
Winthrop. The Tartar had been under oonstmo- 
tion nearly two years and was only jnst ready for 
service ; she was a ship of four hnndred tons and 
carried ei^teennine^Ninnders and two uses. These 
vessels seem to have crnised together in June far 
a short time. In a letter, dated July 1, William 
Vernon says : " The State Ship Tartar and Sloop 
of 12 Gnns went out the last Week, in quest o£ 
the Bermuda Brigt., but they were soon drove in 
by the appearance of a Ship wch they supposed to 
be of 50 GSuns and proved to be <nily a Sloc^ of 
War of 18, much to the discredit of CTapt. Cath- 
cart, I think."' Cathcart, however, apparently re- 
trieved hie good name and later in the season the 
Tartar took several prizes. She was sold before 
the end of the year 1782 and was fitted ont as a 
privateer, still under Cathoart'B oonmiand. After 
cruising a short time in 1788, she was captnred by 

1 Bnt. Adm. Bee, A. D. 4S0, Junarj 18, 1183 ; CqpKHiu' 
Lagi, Not. 23 and 74S (logs of tlie Aatiea ud Qnsbec) ; Bottott 
Qat^U, Sapt«mber 16, 1182 ; Ind^ietdmt Chronide, Novamber 29, 
1782, Janury 9, 1783 ; Pfnn. Padctt, Deeembw 31, ITS! ; Mbum, 
XT, 227; CTowe*, iT.ei. 

• PM. B. I. Hia. Boc., Tili, 274. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



THE END OF THE WAB, 17S2 AND 1783 687 
the BritiBh frigate BeHisaiins and taken into New 
York. The Winthrop, Captain George Little with 
Edward Preble as lieotmant, was employed on the 
Maine ooast. She came into Boston, September 16, 
1782, after a diort cruise in which she took five 
prizes, inoloding two privateers and a brig which 
was oat ont of her anchorage nnder the fort in 
Penobscot Bay. •* Much Pndse is dne to the i&STery 
and good Condnct of Capt Little and his Crew for 
this qiirited Enterprise and for the great Service 
they have rendered this Commonwealth in captivat- 
ing the above Privateers, that have for a long Time 
infested this Coast and taken many valuable Ves- 
sels from ns."^ In Febmaiy, 1783, ihe governor* 
in a message relating to the employment of Little 
and the Winthrop, said: "I considered that he 
had most essentially prevented the Depredations 
on that ooast by Capturing & sending into this 
Port near the whole of the Arm'd force they pos- 
sesfl'd at Penobscot."' The Winthrop made two 
cruises in 1788, the last one ending in June. She 
waa the last ship of die Massachusetts navy in com- 
mission and was sold soon after her return to port.' 
In the winter and early spring of 1782, Dela- 

1 Bottut Oawtu, 8ept«nb«r 28, 1782. 

■ Matt. Ariidvtt, elTiii, 274. 

■ Matt. Aett and Btmlva, M»j 2, NorembBz IS, 1782, Much 
26, June i, 1783 ; Mau. AriAiva, cItuj, 238, 274 ; BoHm Poit, 
Angort 10, Ostobar 12, NoTambar 23, 1782 ; Boiton OaietU, Sep- 
tember 23, Ootobei 14, XotsidImt 11, 1782, Maidi 17, 17SS ; Con- 
(inntfoj Jomital, Ootobar 3, 1782 ; IndqxndeM CJknmicb, NoTmn- 
Ui 7, 1782 i Mtutad^utttt Mag., jMnarj, April, IBll. 
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ware Bay was infested -with privateer 1)arges aad 
other Btnall craft, fitted out by loyalists, wbieh 
preyed apon the commerce of Philadelphia and 
ravaged the shores of the bay. The merchants of 
the city applied to the state goremmeDt for pro- 
tection and as a result, provision vas made for 
fitting out a nnmber of armed veraels for the de- 
fense of the bay. This action was taken April 9. 
On the 29tli, the Philade^^iia merchants appealed 
to the Continental Congress, more esperaally, how- 
ever, in behalf of American shipping in genenJ. 
Bobert Morris reported on this memorial that the 
Continental navy was mishle to ^ve sufficient 
protection to commerce and reconmiended calling 
npon the navies of France and Spain for assistance. 
MeanwhUe conditions in Delaware Bay were too 
acute to admit of waiting for the slow prepress of 
l^pslation and in March the merchants of Phila- 
delphia had purchased on tfaeir own responsibility 
and fitted out as a privateer under a Continental 
commission a ship called the Hyder Ally. She was 
armed with four nine-pounders and twelve sixes 
and manned by a crew of a hundred and twenfy. 
The oommand was given to Joshua Barney, a 
lieutenant in the Continental navy, who had re- 
cently returned from a long imprisonment in fjng- 
land.i 

On April 7, the Hyder Ally with a convoy of 

I Banuy, SOS ; Pap. Coat. Cmgr., 41, 6, 283 (April 20, 178S), 
», S41, 243 > <U>; 2, 4, 1762), tS7, 1, 43B (May 4, 1782). 
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merohantmen dropped down the bay to Cape May 
Boad. Here they were seen towards evening by the 
British frigate Quebec and the sloop of war Gen- 
eral Monk, formeriy the American prirateer Gen- 
eral Washington, which anchored outeide the capes. 
At daylight the next morning the General Monk 
entered the Cape May Channel in pnrsnit of the 
Atnerioans, while the Quebec stood up the Hen- 
lopen Channel to ont off their retreat to Philadel- 
phia. The General Monk was joined by a KewYoi^ 
8ixteen'^i;nD privateer called the Fur American. At 
noon these two vessek came into Cape May Boad. 
The American fleet got under way, stood up the bay, 
and dispersed. One of them ran ashore and another 
struck to the Greneral Monk. The Fair American 
then got aground, and the Monk continued the 
chase alone. An English aocotmt says : " We soon 
came up with the Hyder Ally, notwithstanding she 
out her boat adrift and did everything else to get 
away. We meant to have ran upon her quarter 
and board her at onee, bat after firing two of our 
bow ohaoes when at 100 yards distance, she pat 
her helm a-port and stood right athwart as, there- 
fore we did the same, to prevent bdng raked, when 
the action began and we edged towards her till 
within close pistol-shot. We with great concern 
soon found our short guns (carronades) to become 
totally unman^^ble and that two-thirds of the 
shot we fired did not strike the hull of our antag- 
onist. After having sustained the action for ten 
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minutes with mnsketry only, the deohs Ml of killed 
and wounded (among the former the Lieutenant 
and Master, two brave Offlo^v), onr rigging bo 
mnob shot a« to render it impossible to haul <^ 
and lastly, seong no pioepeot tA aaustance froB 
the Fur Amerioan, Captain Bogers was under the 
mortifying necessity of striking his Majesty's col- 
ours to the Hyder Ally, of 18 long nine and six 
pounders and between 180 and 140 men, belonging 
to the state of I^iiladelphia." i The General Monk, 
according to the same authority, was armed with 
eighteen nine-pounder oarronades and two nxes; 
her orew numbered a hundred and ten. Her loss 
was eight killed and thirty-two wounded, four of 
them mortally j the Hyder Ally lost four killed 
and eleven wounded. The time of the aoti(ni was 
about half an hour. It is very doubtful if, as tiie 
English asserted, Barney tried to escape at the out- 
set of the engagement. This impresnon may have 
arisen from the fact that be shouted bis orders in 
a manner intended to deoeive the enemy. The 
capture of the Monk produced great satis&iction 
in Philadelphia. A dispatch frcHn tliat place says : 
"Capt. Barney with the officers and mtia of the 
State ship Hyder Ally have received the thanks of 
the honorable Hoose of Assembly of Pennsylvania 
as a mark of the high sense which they entertain 
of their bravery and intrepid condoct in the above 
action ; imd have also ordered that an elegant 
I London Chronicle, September 10, 1T82. 
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■word be preeented to Capt. Barney." ^ Some tima 
after her capture, the General Monk was parchMed 
hj the national goTenunent and taken mto the Con- 
tinental navy under her original name of General 
Washington. Barney waa ^ven command of her 
and die waa used as a packet.' 

The brig Holker .of Philadelphia was one of the 
most famoas privateets of the BoTolntion. She be- 
gan her career in 1779, and omised three yean or 
more under different commanders. In the winter 
of 1782, a sqaadron of Ammoan prirateera made 
their rendezToiu at Martinique and planned an at> 
tack on Tortola, one of the Vir^ Islands. BesideB 
the Holker there were four ships and a aloop, with 
about five hundred men ; only four vessels, how- 
ever, finally took part in the expedition. They left 
Martinique about March 1, and were seen ofF Tor- 
tola on tiie 4th. They intended to anchor off the 
forts and oover a landing par^ at night, but were 
delayed and the movement was deferred. They were 
seen standing into the harbor by moonlight and the 
alarm was pvea, so the attack was postponed until 
morning. Three brigantines attempting to escape 
from the harbor were chased and one of them was 
captured 1^ the Holker. Several letters of marque 
at St. John oame out to meet the American squad- 

1 Boiton QoMtte, May 6, 1782. 

« B(inwy,I12-117,804~808iyV™iii(in'»JDiirna;, April 10,1782; 
Peitn. QaxUte, AprU 17, 1782 ; Bo^on Cbuette, Apnl 22, Hay 6, 
1782 ; Mag. Amer. Hid., Mareli, 1878, Hatthawmaa'a 
Brit. Advi. Bee^ A.D. 490, May 10, 1782. 
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Ton and an action (^ half an hour's duration followed, 
A few days later the BritiBh daap of war Experi- 
ment, coming in from a cruise, had an engagemoit 
with the Holker and the Junius Brutus, one of the 
other American vessels. The Experiment succeeded 
in beating them off and went into Antigua. The 
American squadron then cruised a few days and 
captured a rich prize. The attempt on Tortola was 
abandoned. The Holker returned to Philadelphia, 
May 11, having taken fourteen prizes.* 

Captain Mowatt, the British commander at Pe- 
nobscot, in March, 1782, sent a fourteen-^un brig 
to cruise off Cape Ann. She captured a fishing-boat, 
put twenty-five men on her and Bent her into G-lou- 
oester. There it was found that a ship with a valu- 
able cai^ was about to go to sea. At half-past four 
the next morning, April 1, the boat ran in, boarded 
tiie ship and brought her ont. The ship FoUy, 
pierced for twenty guns, was on the ways at Glou- 
cester, with her topmasts stmck and otherwise un- 
prepared. yfoA was begun on her at seven o'clock 
and at eleven she got to sea with a hundred volun- 
teers oa board. She chased the brig, fishing-boat, 
and prize ship on their way to Penobscot and at 
twelve o'clock recaptured the prize. She then chased 
Mowatt's brig, but night came on and she escaped.* 

1 Boiton PoU, Saptembat 11, Ootober 2, 1770, May 26, 11^ ; 
Pma. Pacta, A-agmt 21, 1779 ; Btuton OajOle, Janiury 14, 1762, 
Mwuh 10, 1783; IndtpniJaa CAronide, Ha; SO, 1782; Seget 
OiHlu, June 5, 1782 ; Cla^, 1, 112, 119, 120, 129. 

■ BaieMOaiMe, April II, 1762. 
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One himdfed and fifty-eight private armed tm- 
sels, with about two thousand guns and six thousand 
men, were seat ont of Salem during the Berolation. 
They captured nearly f onr hundred and fifty vessels, 
nine tenths of which safely reai^ed port. One of the 
ntost noted of these Salem privateers was the ship 
Onmd Turk, of three hundred tons, bnilt in 1781. 
She was armed with twenty-two guns and carried 
a crew of a hundred and ten men. She was actively 
and snoceaafully employed as long as the war con- 
tinned. She cmised off the coast of Europe and in 
the West Indies.^ 

The privateer Jack of Salem, a sloop of twelve 
guns and sixty men, fought a long and severe eo- 
gi^ement off Hali&z with the British sloop of war 
Observer, carrying twelve gnns and a hundred and 
seventy-three men. At nine in the evening. May 
28, 1782, the Observer came alongside the Jack. 
'William Gray, the first lieutenant of the privateer, 
■ayB : " It was onr misfortune to have onr wortlky 
oonuuander, Capt. Bopes, morta% wounded by the 
first broadmde. I was slightly wounded at the same 
time in my right hand and head, but not so as to 
disable me from duty. The action was maintained 
on both aidea, close, severe and without intermission, 
for upwards of two hours, in which time we had 7 

> HiM'i Mag., Fcbnuir, 1857 ; CoO. Euex but^ sU* (1906), 
214-21S ; BoUon Oaxttte, Ontobet 22, 1781, Hay S, 1182 ; lade- 
patdad Chrmide, Jamurr 24, 1782 ; Botlon Pott, April &, 1783. 
A Iwt of 190 Salam prirMMn ii ginn in Pune'* 8h^ aad 
Baihrio/OldBakm. 
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killed, Mvenil woanded, and many abandoned their 
qoaiterB. Oar rigging was w destroyed that not 
having oommand of onz yards, the Jat^ fell with 
her larboard bow fool of the l^ig's starboard qnar- 
ter, when the enemy made an attempt to board as, 
bat th^ were repalsed by a very small number 
compared with them. We were engaged in this 
pontion about a qoarter of an hoar, in which time 
I received a wound I^ a bayonet fixed on a musket 
and which was bore with such force as, entering 
the fore part of my right thigh uid passing through 
close to the bone, entered the cturiage (rf a bow gau, 
where I was fastened, and it was oat of my power 
to get dear till aBBisted by one of the prise masten. 
We then fell round and came with our broadsides 
to each other, when we renewed the action with 
powder and balls, but our match rope, exciting 
some which was unfit for use, being all expended 
and being to leeward, we bore away, making a 
running fight. The brig being far aaperior in her 
number of men, was able to get soon repured and 
completdy ready to renew the action, indeed had 
constantly kept up a ehasLog fire, for we had not 
been out of reach of her musketry. She was now 
dose alongside of us again with 50 men picked oat 
for boarding. I therefore called Mr. Glover and the 
rest together and found we bad but 10 upon deck 
and two of them besides myself wounded. I had 
been repeatedly desired to strike, bat I m^ticmed 
the sofFerings of a prison ship and made use of 
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evety other argument in my power for "0"tinning 
the engagement. All the foreigners however deserted 
their qoartera every opportunity. At 2 o'clock fm. 
on the 29th I had the inerpresBible mortifLcatioii 
to deliver up the vesiel." ^ 

Fonr MiiBsaohasettB privateers engaged in an 
enterprise on the Nova Sootia coast which is do- 
acribed in the newspapers of the time. *' Captuns 
Babooek of the Hero, Stoddard of the Seanunelf 
Woodbniy of the Hope, and Tibbets of the Swal- 
low, having determined to surprize and possess 
themselves of Lnnenbnrgh, an elegantly situated 
Town, ten Leagues West of Halifax, landed Ninety 
Men two Miles below it, under the Command of 
Lieut. Barteman, on Monday the first Day of July 
Instant at half after Seven o'Ckwk A.H. This gal- 
lant^Corps with amazing Bajndity reached the Town, 
and amidst many heavy Discharges of Mnsqoetry 
from the Enemy, burnt the commanding Officer's 
House, a Blodihonse in the North West Part of 
the Town, spik'd up two 24 ponuders, and foro'd 
the Eluemy into the South Blookhonse, from whence 
tbey kept up a brisk and animating Mre and de- 
clared tb«r Intention to bold out to the last £x- 
tremity. But their Animation subsided upon the 
Beceipt of a few 4-ponnd Shot from the Hero and 
they relaotantly surrendered themselves Prisoners 
of War. The victorious Party with a natural and 

1 Saltm QateOe, July 11, 18, 1782 ; Bnton Foil, JnM 15, 1T82 ; 
Hmt't Mag., F»briuiT, 1857. 
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pleasing ViTaiMtT' fell to plundering, and qniokly 
emptied the Stores of a Variety and considerable 
Quantity of Dry Goods, twenty FnneheonB of good 
West-India Bom and the King's Beef, Pork and 
Floor. Upon the near Approach of the Combined 
Fleet, two 18 poondere were spiked up and dis- 
mounted and the Boyal Magazine was safely depos- 
ited in the Hold of the Scammel. The strictest 
Decorum was observed towards the Inhabitants and 
their Wearing Apparel and Household Furniture 
inviolably preserv'd for their Use. The Town was 
ransomed for a Thousand Pounds Sterling and 
Colonel Crughton with some of the principal In- 
habitants were shipped on board the ScammeL On 
the Side of the brave Sons of Liberty, three were 
wounded slightly, one dangerously ; on the Part oE 
the Abettors of Oppression and Despotism, the 
Number of slain and wounded unknown, only one 
of their slain being found."* 

Thomas Tmxtnn, who afterwards became a fam- 
ous commodore of the reestablished navy, was one 
of the successful privateersmen of the Bevolution. 
He cruised throughout the whole war, most of the 
time in West Indian and European waters. In 1780, 
at L'Orient, he incurred the displeasure of Paul 
Jones bj hoisting in his presence a broad pennant, 
contrary to a rule established by Congress.' In 

> BoMon Gatette, Jalj 16, Angntt 6, 1TB2 ; MoMtadutetti Spy, 
Angmrt S, 1182. 

' Smdt, 2BS ; Biit. Mag., A^il, 18&T ; Jonu USS., Jodm to 
Trnxtiin (Oetobw 24, nSO). 
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1782, be vas in oommand of the ship Commeice of 
Philadelphia, in the West Indies ; ehe carried four- 
teen guns and fifty men. November 15, she fell in 
Tith a brig of sixteen aiz-poonders and seventy-five 
men and a schooner, fourteen sixes and eighty men. 
The Commerce engaged these veasela at a distance 
of thirty yards for twenty minutes. H^ loss was 
one killed and two wounded ; the brig lost five killed 
and thirteen wounded and the schooner ten killed 
and eleven wounded. The Commerce was then 
driven off by a British ship and brig which appeared 
in time to rescue the thoroughly beat^i vessels.^ 

At the end of November, 1782, a desperate bat- 
tle (^ barges took place in Chesapeake Bay off 
Tangier Islands, uear the boundary between Mary- 
land and Virginia on the eastern shore of the bay. 
Four Maryland barges and one from Virginia set 
out to attack six baizes drawn up off the islands, 
manned by tories, refugees, and sailors from the 
British fleet. The Virginia barge got aground and 
the leading Maryland barge, the Protector, flagship 
of Commodore Whaley, being tta in advance, en- 
gaged the British flotilla unsupported. An explo- 
sion took place tm the Protector and in the con- 
fusion which ensued the other barges retreated. 
Wbal^ was killed, but the fight was kept up by 
the Protector alone under Colonel Cropper of Vir- 
ginia, a volimteer, until he was forced to Surren- 
der. Out of a crew of sixty-fire the Protector lost 
> Boilm Qaxttte, Junary 6, 1783; Part Foiio, Junary, 1809; 
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twen^-five kHled or drowned and twenty-nine 
wounded, some of them mortally.^ 

The letter of marque brig Iris, eight six<ponnd^« 
and forty-two mem, sailed from Havana for Virginia, 
Jannary 28, 1788, and off the capes of the Chesa- 
peake, Febnuuy 7, was eitaaed by a British frigate 
and a New York privateer called the Admiral 
Digby, with fifty-lonr men, fourteen four-pounders 
and four nines. The Iris stmok on a sand-sjnt at 
Cape Charles, and shortly afterwarda the Admiral 
Digby also grounded within pistol-ehot. The two 
vessels lay parallel to each other and fought two 
hours and a half, the American loss being four 
wounded and the British four killed and twelve 
wounded. A high wind and heavy surf come up in 
tiie night and both vessels were lost. The orevs 
got safely ashore.' 

Privateers from the United States oondnued 
to cruise in European watov at a late period of the 
war, sendii^ their prizes into France.^ Further- 
more, the services of American privateers oommis- 
aioned and fitted out in France were important and 
some of them have already been mentioned. Most 
of them suled under the French flag. Dunkirk 
seems to have been the home port of many if not 
<rf the greater part of these vessels. During the war 
seventy-eight Dunkirk privateers were commanded 

' So. til. Mtuenger, Marob, 1BS7. 

' SaUn OoKtlt, April 17, 1788. 

* Londtm CSrontcfc, May 9, 1782 ; Boiton OiuetU, jfttnuvy 0, 
1788. 
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by AmerioaDS, six of them nnder American oom- 
mis&ioDB ; of these six, it would appear that two 
only, the Black Prinoe and Black Princess, were 
owned by Frenchmen.^ These French-Am^can 
prirateera fbnglit many bard engagements ; they 
greatly annoyed the enemy's shipping in the Eng- 
lish Channel and visited tbe shores of the British 
Isles. One of them, a twenty-gnn ketch called the 
Franklin^ in 1781 captured two of tbe Teasels sent 
to England by Admiral Rodney, loaded with 
plnnder from St. Eostatius. Captain 'William Fall 
in the Sans Peur of nineteen guns bombarded tbe 
town of Arbroath, which had refused to pay ran- 
som, and a few days later captured two British 
privateers of sixteen and eight guns after a sharp 
action witJiin dose range of batteries on tbe Sootoh 
coast.' 

The conduct of these privateers fitted out in 
Fnmoe seems sometimes to have been moch lesa 
orderly than that of American ships in generaL 
The crews were recruited from tbe heterogeneoos 
sea&ring population of tlie French ports and their 
commanders were not always able to ccmtrol them. 
Beapeot for private property and for neutral flags 
was occasionally lacking. The cutter Eclipse was 
commanded during tbe latter part of her career by 
Kathaniel Fanning, who had served as a nudshipnuui 

i ^aptember, 1011), 936, SM- 
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on board the Bonhomme Kichard. The Eclipse waa 
manned l^ a crev of a hundred and ten, juat half 
of whom were Americans ; the other half was made 
np of French, English, Irish, Dutch, Hemiah, Ger< 
mans, Italians, Genoese, Maltese, Turks, Toniaians, 
and Algerines. She sailed from Dunkirk undw the 
French flag and omised in the Eo^^ish Channel 
and in Britiih waters. She took many prizes, in- 
olnding several of decidedly superior force, which 
were sent into French ports. In the summer of 
1T82, the Eclipse boarded a Danish vessel in the 
English Channel and the personal properly of some 
French passengers was plundered. Fanning had 
given special orders to the boarding officer to r6- 
gpwA private property, and that the robbery oo- 
oarred seems to show loss of oontnd over his men, 
to say the least Aa the resnlt of an investigation 
and trial at the order of the French Minister of 
Marine, the judges of the admiralty sentenced 
Thomas Potter, the officer of the Edipee who had 
boarded the Danish vessel, " to be hanged to a gal- 
lows erected for the purpose on the quay of this 
port and strangled by the executioner of high jus- 
tiee until he is dead," and two other men " to be 
whipped and flogged naked l^^ stud executioner of 
high justice and then branded on the right shoulder 
by a red-hot brand bearing the letters GAL and 
then conducted to the galUes of his Majesty, where 
they shall be made to serve during three years, 
their effects to be seized and confiscated"; thqr 
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also declared " the aforesaid Nathaniel Fanning 
duly guilty and convicted of having failed to main- 
tain snbordiiiaticni among hia ciew and of not hav- 
ing Bupervised that which was done during the 
search of neutral vessels, wluch gave rise to the 
aforesud thefts, in punishment for which we 
declare him incapable daring three years of any 
command as captain of vessels within the realm, 
and we enjoin him to be more drcanupeot for the 
future under penalty of the law." The three chief 
oolprits bang absent, " our present judgment will 
be ezeoated in effigy by the attachment of figures to 
the aforesiud gallows and scaffold." ' These three 
men bad absconded before the trial, which was con- 
ducted mthout any defense on their part. In the 
fall of 1T82, before the legal proceedings just nar- 
rated. Fanning cruised in a small cutter called the 
Banger, in which he took one prize and was then 
himself captured by the British. He very tooa es- 
caped, however, and in a few days was agun in 
Dunkirk." 

> U. B. Nav. Lot. Froe,, izxtU, D82. 

* Jiuf., 072-083; Fanning, ^aZ-li^, 141-144,174-181, 197-230, 
240-242. Friratearing (Mmtiniudiiiiti] the ipriiv of 1183 WM wall 
sdTUMMd and priica were itill bang triad ■■ Imw M Dtttmbtt. 
See C^art, 1, oh. k ; A. Sherbnrju, oh. t ; Bodon Qatetu, Smjarj 
28, Febmr; 11, 18, 25, Mamh 11. April 8, 22, June S, Jnlr 1, 6, 
Angiai 6, September 2, 80, Deoambar 2, 16, 1782, Har ^t An- 
^uiit 4, Deoembar 22, 1783 ; LtdqxndeRi Chronidt, April 4, Jnim 
0, 1782, jBDurr 9, 1783 ; Boitan Fotl, Jdw 8, 29, Jnl; S, 20, 
Ootober 26, 1782, VaxA 1, April 6, 1783 ; FntatmCt Jnmol, Jen- 
Buj 23, FebrtiMT 6, 17S2 ; Pann. Padxl, U>y II, 14, Jnly SO, 
Anput 8, 1782. For pitntaeriiiK throughoat the wmr, lae Haa- 
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The prize ship" General WaahiDgton, foimerly 
the Greneml Monk, was not purchased b; the Con- 
tinental goTernment until September, 1782, bat in 
Majr she was loaned by the owners to Bobert Mor^ 
lis, who sent her to tiie West Indies in Jnne onder 
the command of Joshoa Bantey. She sailed down 
the bay with a convoy which retomed npon seeing 
a ftntish sqnadron outside. The Ghneral Wash- 
ington managed to dude the enemy and got to sea. 
Upoo approaching Cape Francois she fought an 
acti<Hi with a British privateer and c^ptored an- 
other Teasel which she sent into port. At Cape 
Francois, Bam^ learned of Bodney's victory over 
de Grasse and foimd the remnant ot the fVench 
fleet mtder the Marqnia de Yaudr^iil, who a little 
later to(& his ships to Boston. The letters of Bobert 
Blorris, which Barney had with him, procnred fra 
him the esoort of a Frem^ six^-foofgun ship, to 
insure the safety of his mission, which was the 
shipment of a lai^ qnantity of specie from Havana 
to the United States. All this was accomplished, 
and the Washingtcm again ran by the British fleet 
off the Delaware capes, and, after destroying a 
number of the enemy's barges in the bay, retnnied 
to Philadelphia, Joly IT.' Under orders of Morris, 

Iaj** Amaie«ii Privatten ; Weedeu'* New Kitgland, ah. zz ; Cell, 
Xuac Intl., slii-zlT, letten of a«ofK* WillUnu to Timothj Titk- 
arinfc. 

> Baitai, ah. z ; F^ttman't JeanuU, Jnlj S4, 1782 ; Indqtmd- 
tni Clironuie, Auput 8, 1782; Hag. Amtr. Hid., Hai«h, 1818, 
Uatfiwwnun'B nanatin. 
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dated October 7, 1782, the General Wulungton 
sailed for France with dispatches for Franhliii; 
after a short passage she arrived at L'Ori^it before 
the end of the month. In Janaaiy, 1788, she sailed 
on the return voyage and arrived at Fhihidelphia, 
March 12.1 

The AUisnoe sailed from New London, August 
4, 1782, cm a eniise. Sotm after leaving port she 
leoaptnred a prise brig. Bany sent home a narra< 
tive of this omise, dated L'Orient, October 18, 
saying that he *> prooeeded as fast as possible off 
Bermudas ; in my way I took a schooner from that 
phtce for Halifax. AftwemizingofE there for twelve 
or fifteen days, I retook a sloop from New Ltmdon 
and sent her for Cape Franooia, Finding the prizes 
I had taken of little value either to myself or eoon- 
try and in all likelihood shonld be obliged to retom 
into port soon for want of men, was determined to 
alter my croizing ground. I therefore thongbt it 
best to mn off the banks of Newfoundland. In my 
way there I fell in with a whaling brigantine with 
a pass from admiral Digby ; I mann'd her and sent 
her for Boston. A few days after, off the banks of 
Newfoundland, I took a brigantine from Jamaica 
bound to London, loaded with sugar and ram, and 
sent her for Boston ; by this vessel I fonnd the 
Jamaica fleet were to the eastward of us. I then 
carried a press of sail for four days ; the fifth day 

< Barney, oh. xi ; Barry, 184 ; Biuton OaxeOe, Hanh 24, 1788; 
AdamM ass., DsDtmlMF 18, 1T82, Bama; to Aduna. 
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I took two diqw that had parted from Ota fleet 
After maonhig them and hanng a £rceh gale weat- 
wardly, I ihangbt best to order them for France ; 
a da7 or two after, I took a KMnr and a abqi be- 
longiiig to the same fleet. Bmngafaort of water and 
a nomber of prisonera on board, the westwardly 
winda rtill bknritig fresh, and in ezpestation of 
falling in with amne more of than, I tlwnglit it best 
to proceed to France, with a determined view to 
get thoae I bad already taken in aafe, and after 
landing the priacmen, to pot ont immediately ; but 
meting with blowing weather and a luf^aea, I lost 
theraHs of the head and was in great danger of 
losing the head, which accident obliged me to pot 
in here where I arrived yesterday with the above 
fonr prizea. After repairing the damages and get- 
tii^ what the ship may want, I ahall pot to sea on 
a omize. I have likewise to inform yon that the 
Bamiliea, admiral Graves' ship, fonndered, bnt all 
the crew were saved, several of whiob were on the 
prizes I took."^ Some days later the Continental 
packet General Washington, Captain Bamey, came 
into L'Orient. Captain Henry Johnson of the Con- 
tinental navy, who bad been in command of a pri- 
vateer, was in Bordeaux at the same time. Several 
ofiScers of the Alliance, being dissatisfied at not 
having received their pay, refused obedience to the 
captain and Barry ordered them under arrest. He 
was unable to obtun others to take &eit places 
1 Frtemaii'i Javnai, DMuober 18, 1782. 
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and was obliged to sail with inezperienoed lieaten- 
ants promoted from the lower grades.^ 

The Alliance sailed from L'Orient, December 8, 
on a oroise. January 8, 1788, she arrired at Mar^ 
tinique, where Barry foond orders to proceed to 
Havana. On the way thither he was chased by a 
British fleet and agun l^ a seventy-four and a 
frigate. At Havana he found the twenty-gun ship 
Duo de Laonin, which had been purdiased by 
Morris for the Continental navy. Barry's orders 
were to sail at once for the United States with 
this vessd in company and with a quantity of specie 
for the use of Congress. After a delay of aboat 
three weeks, owing to the fact of the port of Hxr- 
ana being closed by an embai^, the Alliance and 
the Duo de Lauznn, Captain Qreen, sailed March 
6. On the 10th, they saw three sail, which gave 
chase. The strangers turned out to be the British 
frigates Alarm and Sybil, and the sloop Tob^o. 
The headmost, which seems to hare been the Alarm, 
got within gunshot oi tiie Alliance and they ex- 
changed fire, while the other two were fast coming 
up witii the Lauzun. She was a dull sailer and 
Bany feared that if he stood by her, both Ameri- 
can ships would be captured. He advised Green to 
heave his guna overboard and run oS before the 
wind, and all but two or three of them were accord- 
ingly thrown over. Another sail soon appeared 

* Barry, du. xtI, svU ; £aitoBO(u><(c,A^iutl3,1782; Jfon. 
%]r, Januir 2, 178a 
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vhich mw reoognized aa a !French ship of fifty gniiH 
tbat had been seen at Havana. Bany was there- 
apon enconiaged and looked for help fnHD this ship. 
At thia time the Alliance had dropped astern, 
nearer the Laaztin, and the Alarm shortened sul 
and held off from them. The ^bil got within gnn- 
ahot of the Lanzim and opened fire with her bow 
fihaseni, which waa retamed by die LAOzon with 
stem ohamrt. Bury nut between them in order to 
giTe Ghnen a chance to get away. The other two 
British shipB kept at a distance to windward ; the 
French ibip also lay to. Kesslw, the mate of the 
Alliance, says ; " Captain Barry went from gnn to 
gnn on the main deck, caationing against too much 
haste and not to fire until the enemy was ri|^t 
abreast He ordered the mun topsail bove to the 
mast, that the enony (who had already fired a Bow 
gan, the shot <^ which struck into tbe cabin of the 
Alliance} might oome ap as socoi as he was ablest, 
when the action began and before an half hoar Im 
gons were silenced and nothing bnt Musketry was 
fixed from her. She appeared very much injured in 
her hull. She was of 32 guns and appeared very 
full of men, and after an action of 46 minntes She 
sheered off." * The Alliance lost ten woonded, one 
of them mortally; the Sybil, two killed and nx 



The log of the Sybil records that the American 
vessds were righted at half-past five in the mom- 

1 BoTTTf, 22S. 
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ing and the Britisli then gave ohue ; at elereo the 
AUianoe showed Continental colore. At half-past 
eleven " the Comr^ fired two or three broadsidea at 
the large ship, who returned it ; we were at this 
time about 3 nulea astern of the Conue. The To- 
bago was abreast of us carrying a press of sail to 
get op." Twenty minates later the Sybil got into 
action with the Alliance and received considerable 
injury to sails and rigging. At half-past twelve ** a 
largo ship bore down to the ship we Engaged, woh 
obliged us to sheer off." * Kessler^s story contin- 
nes : " As soon as the ship which we had engaged 
hove from us, her consorts joined her and all made 
sail, after which the French diip came down to ns 
and Captain Bany ashed them why they did not 
oome down during the action. They answered that 
they thought we might have been taken and the 
signal known and the action only a sham to decoy 
him. HiB foolish idea thus perhaps lost as the 
three frigates." * They then chased the British, bat 
the Frendi ship was slow and the pursuit was 
abandoned. The voyi^ was then oontinned. The 
AUianoe and Dae de Lauzon became separated <^ 
Cape Hatteras. Finding two British cruisers off 
the DeUware oapes, the Alliance bore away for 
Newport, arriving there March 20. The Lauzun 
got into Philadelphia on the 2l8t. The Alliance a 

' Commodon, srideDtly meaniiiK the Alum. 
> Brit. Adm. Etc., 8h^ Lngi, No. 816. 
» Ban-s, 224. 
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lew dj.jt hter vent op ti> Fkorklaiee, riise in dns 
tbne Uie erev were paid off and diednigaLi 

A&T die letarn <rf ibe bigite Deane boat htt 
crnae in Uie apting of 1782, C^itain Tuflmlann 
was relieved of hia ^wmmmJ ^ for vfaat teaaon k not 
dear ; he waa tried bjs court maitiat in Sqttenber, 
1783, and hoBonfalfaeqnitted. Meanirinle, in Sep- 
tember, 1782, die name <rf the ddp waa c h ained 
to Hague and *<on Mond^ 11th instant John 
Hanlj, Eaq^ detain in the Amerioan navy was 
iqipointed to tite eonunand at die Continental fng- 
ate Hagne in this h ar bo or , agreeable to an <nder 
from die Hon. Bobert Morris, Esq^ princqial Agent 
of Marine, ioTCultug said command in the senior 
officer rendent in the department. C^. Manly, at 
2 P.H. of the same da;, repaired on board, attended 
bj his priu^ial offioea, and was weloomed with 
muted aodamatiiNis; 13 guns wrae fired in hmcnr 
of die appointment, the ship benntifDny decanted 
with colours and every possible dononsbatkai of 
joy ezpreased a general satisfaction." ' Manl^ bad 
reoendy retomed from a long tmprisonraent in Kng- 
land. The Hague made a cndse in the West Indies 
and took several prizes. In Jannaiy, 1783, she was 
chased by a British ship and ran agronnd near 
Gnadalonpe. Manley wrote, Jannaiy 26 : " I have 
already acquainted yon that I have been drove on 

> Barrf, eb. xriH ; laJijiBiJa^ dnntuU, YAraarj S7, 1183 ; 
CnrtMRtfof Jiwmf, Fabrnrj 37, I78& 
' Indqiadat CIrtimdt, Saptaoibar 30, 178S. 
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shore, after a 36 lumrs ohace, by a 60 gnn ship, 
and^ lay at the mercy of her inoessazit fire for two 
dayB, who with the aasiatanoe of a 74 and two other 
sail of the line to hack her, were not very Bparing 
of a heavy and brisk cannonade. However, without 
a ntan killed and only one slif^tly woonded and 
my damaged repaired in hall, masts, &o. &e,, it is 
with pleasore I look to the prospect of getting oat 
t&morrow for Martinioo, Fort Boyal, for beaving 
down."^ The Hague returned to Boston not long 
tittx and was soon put out of ooounisdtHi.* 

After his return to America in the Ariel, in 
Febroary, 1T81, Captain Jones spent another long 
period on shore, waiting for an important command 
and again doomed to disappointment. Before he left 
France, Jones received an intimation that the Amei^ 
ica, seventy-four, would he reserved for bim,' and 
June 26, 1T81, he was appointed to command her 
by a nnanimons vote of Congress. In Angnst, he 
went to Portsmouth to superintend the eompletbn 
of the ship. This woifc had pievionsly been eon- 
dnoted by Captain Barry. Instead <^ being nearly 
ready to launch, as Jones had been led to expect, 
be fouud her only partly built. He ealls her the 
largest seventy-four in the world, one hundred and 
eighty-two feet, six inches long on the upper gnn- 

> ItidipBuleiU ChronieU, Fabnaiy 27, 1TS3. 

* BoitoH Pod, Oeeambw 14, 1T82, NoTMnbrn 8, 17S3 ; Bodai 
au<lte,De<Mmber 10. 1182, Junai? 2T, FebrBwr 3, Hmrali 3, 1783 ; 
Akx Jnri. Coll^ Innimrj, 1909. 

■ J«mt MS8.. Normibra 8, 178b 
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de(^ ft fanndred and fiftj' feet <m tlieked,aiid in& 
an extreme breadth at fifty feet, six indies ; abe 
measnred nineteeu hundred and eigh^-two tims. 
She was to-moont thirty eig^teen-ponndwt on die 
lower gun-deck, tiur^-two tTelres on Uie upper 
d <*ffV | mill foDzteeoi nines on tiie qoartepde^ j^i>d 
foreoaade, all long gnna. Her faD complement voald 
have been six hundred and twenty-nx ofBceri and 
men. Jones remuned in Fortamonth more tlian a 
year, scarcoty of mtmey canting tiie aocostomed d^ 
lay in the eonstmction of the ship. Delay and otinr 
difftcolties, however, also resnlted from lack <rf ex- 
perience, among those employed on the work, in 
building so la^^ a ship. In oonstant fear of parties 
landing from the enemy's squadron, for the pnrpose 
of destroying the ship, it was necessary to keep a 
guard of workmen and citizens at night for her 
protectbn. Several times the enemy's boats aj^ieared 
in the river at night, and twice, coming close, were 
firednpon. Aqgnst 18, 1782, the Magnifigue, aship 
of the line belonging to the French fleet of the Mai^ 
quis deVandteail,at that time entering Boston Har- 
bor, ran aground on Lorell's Island and was lost. 
September 8, the Continental Congress, being "de- 
sirooB of testifying on this occasion to his Majesty 
the sense they entertun of his generous exertions 
in behalf of the United States : Besolved, That the 
agent of marine be and he is hereby instructed to 
present the America, a 74 gnu ship, in the name of 
tiiB United States, to the Chevalier de la Lozeme 
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for tlw service of His Most Chm^an Majesty." So 
Jones again lost a fine ship. He remuned at Forts- 
moath, however, until after the launch of the Amer- 
ioa, vrhioh took plaoe November 6, 1782.' The ship 
remained less than four years in the French serv- 
ice, being condemned as nnseawortbyin 1786, and 
broken np. Immediate^ after the lannehing, Jones 
retnmed to Fhiladdphia. With the consent of Con- 
gress be made a cruise to the West Indies in Vao- 
drenil's fleet. IJpcm news of the conclusion of peace 
he again retomed to Philadelphia, and later vas 
sent by Congress to France in order to prosecnte 
olaims for prise money, still nnpaid and due for the 
captnre of the Serapis and other vessels.^ 

One of the latest naval exploits of the war was the 
oaptore of a British priTateer in Long Island Sound 
byadetaohment of fortfmen from the army. Colonel 
Tallmadge,in a report to General Washington, dated 
Greenfield, Conneotiont, Febroary 21, 178S, says: 
" Yesterday the Enemy's Vessel was discovered near 
Stratford Point, when at 2 o'Clock p.m. the troops 
were embarked in a fost sailing Vessel prepared 
for that pnrpose, which was commanded by Capt. 
Habbel, and at 4 PJf. they came up with her, when 

1 Shrbane, 227-2S8 ; Samlt, 83S-3S2; AJmon, zr, S4; U.S. 
Nav. Ind. Proc, zxnT (JiuM, 1008), G73-fi80 ; Ama-. Cati. Sim. 
£«., April, 1004 ; £i:«t<»t a<it<t(e, Angiut 10, NoTember U, 1782; 
IndepemUta Ckrorude, NoTembar 14, 1782 ; Mar. Com. Lutitr Book, 
244, 246 (NoTombep 6, 1779); ArdiivtM de la Marine, B' IBS, 304- 
807,310-316,316,310. Fwtbaprouoatinaf tbaprixeoliOiDdiM 
PUilliii'i Diphmalic Nt/oliatioat of Americm Namd Offictri, eh. L 
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ghe gave a discbaige of h«r Canium followed by her 
Swivels and Muaketiy (oar troc^ being concealed} 
till both Vessels met, when the troops rose, gave 
the fjoemy one discbaige of Musketry and boarded 
them with fixed Bayooets. The C^tiun of the Pri- 
vateer was killed and only three or four of bia Men 
were wounded, two of them supposed mortally 
wounded. Tho' Captun Hubbel's VeAsel was mucli 
damaged in her Hull, Spars & ^igpxtg. Yet not s 
man on board was killed or wounded. Captun 
Brewster, who commanded the Troops, as well as 
the other Officers and Soldiers on board, deserve 
Commendation for the Spirit and Zeal with which 
this Service has been performed. The Privateer is 
called the Three Brothers, was commanded by Cap- 
tun Johnstone, mounting eleven Carriage Guns, 
four Swivels and twenty-five Stand of small Arms, 
and navigated 1^ twenty-one men."^ 

The battle between the Alliance and the Sybil 
was doabtiess the last naval aetn^a of the Bevolu- 
tion, with the po8»ble exception of some privateer- 
ing exploit. ProviBional articles of peace had been 
signed at Paris, November SO, 1782, and January 
20, 1783, an armistice had been arranged. In com- 
pliance with this, dispatches were sent to belliger- 
ents on land and sea proclaiming the cessation of 
hostilities. In the newspapers appeared the follow- 
ing order signed by Robert Morris: "To all Cap- 
tains, Commanders, Masters and other officers c^ 

1 Pop. CaiU. Congr., IBS, 11, 87. 
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armed vessels, oommissioiied by the United States 
in Congress assembled, and to all others whom it 
shall or may in any wise opncem : Aooording to the 
orders of the United States in Congress onto me 
given on Uie 24th day of this present month of 
Marohf I do herel^ recall all armed vessels oroia^ 
ing nnder commissions from the United States of 
America, vhereof yon will please to tahe notioe. 
Done in the Marine Of&oe of the United States of 
America, this twenty-fifth day of March, in the 
Tear of onr Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three." ^ The mgning of the definitive treaty, 
September 8, 1788, and its ratification by Congress, 
Janoary 14, 1T84, were the remaining steps neces- 
sary tor the establishment of peace. 

Lt the spring of 1783, there were five vessels 
remaining of the Continental navy: the frigates 
Alliance, Hagoe, and Bourbon, the first two only 
in commission, and the ships General Washington 
and Due de Lauzon. In 1782, three hundred and 
eighty-three letters of marciue were granted by the 
Continental Congress to private armed vessels ; in 
1788, the number dropped to twenty-two.' 

The British navy increased during 1782 from 
five hundred and fifty-one vessels of all classes to 
six hundred and eight ; vessels in commission from 
three hundred and ninety-«ght to foor hundred and 

' Jfaw. Bpt, April n, 1788. 

' Naval StcordB feilendar}, 217-496. 
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fbirt;^. In 1T82, thwe wen Beventy TeBsels on the 
North American station, and in Jannary, 178S, 
there were six^-two, besides more than twice sb 
many in the West Indies. The total nomber of sea* 
men and marines was one hundred thousand in 
1782 and in the following jear there were ten 
thonsaod more.* 

Li the last two years of the war England lost fire 
hundred and fifteen vesseb, taken by her enemies, 
and recaptured or ranstmied a hondred and thirteen 
of them ; she captnred one hundred and eighty-six, 
d which only three were retaken. According to the 
same aotbority the total number of merchantmen 
and privateers captured from the British during 
the whole war was thirty-one hundred and serenty- 
ux, e^hty-nine of them belon^ng to the latter 
dass; of this total eight hundred and ninety-three 
were retaken or ransomed. From her enemies Eng- 
land took during the war thirteen hundred and 
fifty-one, indnding two hundred and sixteen privar 
teers; of all these only twenty-eight were recap- 
tured.* Of the regular navy of England there were 
taken, destroyed, burnt, foundered or wrecked dur- 
ing the war, two hundred and three vesaels ; of those 
captured, eighteen were retaken.^ 

>Baiiaay,ii,211i Seiomicrj, U, 68, 124, ir, 418, 420; Vlotett, 
m, 321, 328. 

' Rid., 396. UufoHimatcly, in these table* Ameriaua oannot 
b« dirtiigaiahed from other euemieB, after 1777. 

* Ibid., iv, 109-113. For other mtiiaatet, ••« Almon, ni, 190, 
191 ;Snk>«ier9,T, 41-43. 
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The Bhipe of the Continental ukvj were gradu- 
ally diffpoeed of, their crewB disbanded, and this 
interestiDg organization passed into history. The 
Duo de Lauzun was loaned to the French minister, 
oonverted into a transport, and sent to France, 
where she was sold. The Bourbon was launched at 
Middletovn, Conneoticnt, July SI, 1783, and in 
Sept«nbar was advertised for sale. Meanwhile the 
Ht^^ had been advertiaed in August ; she was de. 
scribed as being of fife hundred and seventeen tons 
botden, ninety-six feet long on the heel and thirty- 
two feet wide. These two vessels soon passed into 
private hands. The General Washington was em- 
ployed as a packet until the sanuner of 1784, when 
she also was sold. The Alliance was retained a year 
longer. There was a strong sentiment in txvor of 
keeping this ship permanently in the national 
service, and on January 16, 1784, a committee of 
Congress reported tiiat the honor of the flag tuad 
the protection of the coast required her repair. 
Many felt, however, that all naval expenditure 
should cease. The question was deliberated from 
time to time ontil May 23, 1785, when oonsidera- 
tions of economy prevailed and a committee of Con- 
gress recommended the sale of the frigate. She was 
accordingly sold in August, 1785.^ 

' itonwy, 148; Bmrj, 268; Arfgwndent Ctrmncle, Aacmt T, 
1783; BatUin Pot, AugiM 80, September 13, 1183; Pop. CotU. 
Omgr-, 98, 441, 443 (April 11, 18, 1783), 38, 213, 221, 22G (Juo- 
•rr 1&, Uarah 30, 1784, lUy 28, 1785), 1ST, 2, ei7 (Jul; 22, 1783) i 
Jawr. CmO. Catgr., ApiU 21, 1788, JnnB 8, 178S. 
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Adequate naval proteditnt was needed at the 
doee of the Bevolntion and has been ever since, and 
will be, until international arbitration has taken the 
place of war. Evmi b^ore the sale of the Alliance, 
the Algerines begaa their aggreaaions upon Amer* 
kao commerce. With this frigate as the flagship 
<^ a small squadron, with John Paul Jonei in com- 
mand, the insoloioe of the Borbaiy pirates might 
hare been cheohed at the oatset, saving much blood 
and money and avoiding humiliation. It may be 
affirmed with confidence that with a Boitable naval 
force our troubles with France and England during 
the wars of the French Bevolution and Empire 
might have been prevented. In the summer of 1782 
there was published a newspaper letter " On the 
Subject of an American Navy " ; it was signed 
" Leonidas." It pointed oat the importance of com- 
merce and naval protection and recommended a 
fleet of five ships of the line and ten frigates.^ In 
a report on the condition <rf the navy, July 31, 
1788, Robert Morris urged the need of a fleet, but 
advised against taking any steps until funds should 
be obtained. Lack of money was necessarily the 
deterinining factor.' 

Captain Jones was a close student of naval science 

and his opinions, freely expressed, are of interest 

1 lad^mdtnt Chrtmidt, Septambar S, 1782, bom the Ftnm. 

QOMltt. 

* Pop. CotH. Congr., 187, 3, T2G. For John Adanu'i tUv* of ua 
po*at in genaisl and of Amuioio Dssdi, mo Wharton, iii, M2, 
643,833,834. 
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and value. In 1777, he prepared " A Flan for the 
Regulation and Equipment of the KaT;, drawn up 
at the request of the Honorable the President of 
Congress." He proposed to establish a dockyard 
for building and fitting out ships in each of three 
sections of the conntry, the eastern, middle, and 
southern, and to divide the navy into three squad- 
rons, one to lendezvona at eaeh dockyard. The qnal- 
ifleations and daties of the of&cers at these yards 
vere set forth in detaiL The chief officers, or Con^ 
mlssionors, one from each yard, were to hold yearly 
conferences at Philadelphia with the Board of Ad> 
miralty, to whom they were to report on conditions 
at the yards. " The Authority of the Commissioners 
must by no means extend to the destination <^ 
Ships or their internal Groremment, it being their 
Province only to keep the Navy in fit Order for 
Sea service and it being the Province of Com- 
manders in the Navy to govern their Ships accord- 
ing to the Bnles and Regulations established by the 
supreme Power of Cot^ress and to follow the In- 
structions which they may Receive &om the board 
of Admiralty or their deputies, or from Senior or 
Flag Officers. Consequentiy Commanders of Squad- 
rons or of single Ships have a right to call on the 
Commissioners or Agents for supplies whenever 
they are in want of tbem, being always accountable 
to Senior Officers in their division for their Con- 
duct, bat more especially so to the Board of Ad- 
miralty. As the extent of the Continent is so great 
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that the most advantageous Enterprize maj be lost 
before Orders caa arrive irithin the eaatem and 
Soathem distriots from the board of Admiralty, it 
frill perhaps be expedient to appoint deputies fcnr 
exeonting the OfKoe of High Admiral wiUiin these 
extreme districts, to continne in Office only daring 
the Pleasure and at all times aooonntaUe to the 
Board of Admiralty. Perhaps one deputy to the 
Eastward and another to the Southward may be 
fotmd equal to the Business, bat the number in 
each department oi^ht not to exceed thifip. They 
ought to be Men of inviolable Secrecy, who inherit 
much discernment and S^adty and are ^doved 
with consominate Knowledge in Marine AfEura. 
Beades pointing out printer Services forSsingle 
Ships and for Squadrons, it may be the da^ of the 
depaties, with the assistance of three or more of 
tlie most Jadioioas commanders of the Fleet who 
may be named by the board of Admiralty, to ex- 
amine the abilities of Men who apply for Com< 
missions, and make report to the Board, also to ex- 
anune divers Persons who now bear Commissions in 
the Service and whoe*s Abilities and accomjdisb- 
menta are very sospicions and uncertain ; the boaid 
may do the same within the middle district. . . . 
It may also be e:iq>edient to establish an Academy 
at each Dockyard under proper masters, whoe's 
duty it should be to Instruct the Officers of the 
Fleet when in Fort in the Principles and Applica- 
tion of the Mathnoaticks, Drawing, Fendng and 
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other manly Arts and Aooomplishmente. It will 
be requisite that yoimg Men serve a oertuu time 
in Quality of Midshipmen or Master's mate, before 
they are examined for Promotion. And the neoes- 
aity of Establishing an Hospital near each Dock- 
yard, under the care of Skilful Physicians, is self 
evident." ^ 

Writing to Kobert Morris, Sqitember 22, 1T82, 
Jones saya: *' I have many things to offer respect- 
ing the formation of our navy, but shall here limit 
myself to one, which I think a pteliminaiy to the 
formation and establishment of a naval constitation 
suitable to the local situation, resources and preju- 
dices of the Continent The constitution adopted 
for the navy in the year 1775 and by which it has 
been governed ever since, and crumbled away I may 
say tb nothing, is so very defective that I am of 
opinion it would be difficnlt to spoil it. Much wis- 
dom and more knowledge than we possess is, in my 
humble opinion, necessary to the formation of snoh 
a naval constitution as is absolutely wanting. . . . 
We are a young people and need not be ashamed 
to ask advice from nations older and more experi- 
enced in marine affairs than ourselves. . . . My 
plan for forming a proper corps of sea officers is by 
teaching them the naval tactics in a fleet of evolu- 
tion. . . , When in port the young officers should 
be obliged to attend at the academies established at 
each dock-yard, where they should be taught the 

> JoneM MSS., April 7, 1T77. 
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principles of every art and science that is necessary 
to form the character of a great sea officer; and 
every commission officer of the navy shoold have 
free access and be entitled to receive instruction 
gratis at those academies. All this would be at- 
tended with no very great expense and the public 
advantage resulting from it wotdd be immense. I 
am sensible it cannot be immediately adopted and 
that ve must first look about for ways and means, 
bat the sooner it ia adopted the better, ... In 
time of peace it is necessary to prepare and be al- 
ways prepared for war by sea." * 
> .Sierhme, 282, 288. 
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CHAFTEB XVni 

NATAL FEISOirBBS 

The lot of the prisoner of war has always been an 
unhappy one at best ; in early times pnt to the sword, 
at a later day enslaved, and even in modem wars 
sometimes nnavoidably snbjeoted to most anfavois 
able conditions in the exigenoies of a campaign. 
Civilized countries have at times permitted a treat- 
ment of prisoners anneoessarily harsli and even 
cruel. At the outset of a dvil war tbe question 
arises whether or not the rebel shall be dealt with 
as a traitor and criminal, but fear of reprisals soon 
forces the virtnal if not explicit recognition of bel- 
ligetent rights. Lord Greorge Oermain, writing to 
General Ifowe, February 1, 1776, in r^ard to 
some American officers captured on a privateer by 
the British, says : " It is hoped that the possession 
of these prisoners will enable yon to procure the 
release of such of his majesty's officers and loyal 
subjects as are in the disgraceful situation of being 
prisoners to the rebels ; for although it cannot be 
that yon should enter into any treaty w ^reement 
with rebels for a regular cartel for exchange ot pris- 
oners, yet I doubt not but your own discretion will 
snggest to yon the means of effecting such exchange 
without the tang's digni^ and honor b^g com- 
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mitted or His Majesty's name used in any n^^ti^ 
tiou for that purpose." ' Here may be noted an inti- 
mation of tlie bitterness commonly exhibited in 
ciril strife, which is sometimes conveniently visited 
npon the helpless prisoner. This should impose 
Qpon governments and ofKcers of rank an increased 
sense of respcmsibility for the acts of sabordinates. 
The acconnts of the b^atment of priBooers in New 
York, nnqoestionably authentic though pwhaps 
colored by privation, are diffieolt to reconcile with 
the undoubted humane character of some of the 
British ofBcers in o(»nmand. The utuation of the 
British at that place and their resources could hardly 
have been such as to prevent the proper care of 
prisoners. 

At New York many buildings were converted 
into prisons and several prison-ships were moored 
in the harbor, especially in Wallabout Bay, where 
the Navy Yard at Brooklyn now ia. Most of the 
prisoners taken at sea were confined in these hnlks. 
There were probably prison-ships in most British 
harbors frequented by cruising vessels, and other 
ships were at times temporarily used for the par- 
pose. The best known places in England where 
Americans were confined were Mill Prison at Ply- 
mouth and Forton Prison at Portsmouth, 

The treatment of American prisoners by the Brit- 
ish gave rise to mncb disouBsion in Congress and to 
a ToluminouH correspondence between commanding 
1 Hut. Mag., Uawb, 1808. 
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officers and otHnmiuaries of prietmen. JionaiylS, 
1777,G«neral Washington wrote to AdmimJ Howe 
" OD the subject of the cmel treatment which our 
officers and men in the naval department, who are 
nnhappj' enough to fall into your hands, receiva on 
board the prisonships in the harbour of New York." 
To General Howe on the same day he wrote : 
" Those who have been lately sent out give the 
most shocking account of their barbarous usage, 
which their miserable, emaciated countenances con- 
firm. . . . Most of the pristmers who have returned 
home p>y exchange] have informed me that they 
vrere offwed \teUer treatment provided they would 
enlist into 3rour service. This I believe is unprece- 
dented ; and what, if true, makes it still more un- 
necessary for me to apologize for the freedom of 
expresBion which I have used throughout this let- 
ter." 1 Washington threatened retaliation. Admiral 
Hovre replied, Januaiy 17, that the reports of ill- 
treatment were exaggerated, that some prisoners 
having escaped, less liberty was allowed than form- 
erly and crowding made necessary, that the prison- 
ers had the same ration and medical attendance as 
British sailors. May 28, Washington wrote to the 
Frendent of Congress that many of the prisoners 
released by the British were unfit for exchange by 
reason of the severity of thetr treatment and that 
a deduction should be made on their account. This 
was before the Jersey, a dismantled sixty-four^^ 
rt, T, lae, iw, 17a 
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•Up, WM hntof^ to New YoA and moored in 
WallaboDt B^, and became the most notorioiu of 
all the prison-ehips. Ial779,theiewasaiiunproTe- 
ment on board these ships at Kew Tork, acknorl- 
edged by Waehington and confirmed by a letter from 
one of the pristmers.! This was only temporary, 
however, and a year or two later conditions were at 
tiietr worst, aUboa|^ an attempt at reform seems to 
have been made by Admiral Grraves in 1781.' 

In addition to the practice, alluded to by Wash- 
ington, of tempting prisoners to enlist in tiie Brit- 
ish service by promises of better treatment, they 
were sometimes impressed, and on board cruising 
ships also, at times, they were forced to bear arms 
against their'oonntrymen. In 1776, William Barry, 
a prisoner on the Boebuok in Delaware Bay, and 
Eliaha Cole, an American shipmaster on the frigate 
Milford, were compelled to do this, and both after- 
wards made depositions to the fact. In retaliation 
Congress authorised Captain Kddle to take British 
prisoners from jail to M his oomplemeut. There 
are several accounts, however, of humane treatment 
on board British cruising ships and cm prison-ships 

1 Sm below, p. 628. 

■ Jour. Coat. CoiufT., famItm : D«oemb«r T, 1776, Jnn« 10, 1717, 
April 21, 1780, Saptomber 4, 18, 1781; oonuuittM nporti: D»- 
oambo 7, 1778, Juuai; 7, 0, 1777 ; Pop. Coat, Cmgr., ISS, 3, 
60&, 4, 113 (Howe Ui Wuhio^ftoD, Judut 23, April 21, 1777), 
6, 231 (WuUngtau to Hove. KoTemb«r 23, 1777), 10, 238 
(Attack t« Wwkingtmi, Aagmt 80, 1781) ; Waslangton, t, 170, 
804, 423, Ti, 193, riii, 121, S88, iz, 110 ; Button Qaiettt, Septombei 
17, 1781. 
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at HaUfaz and elsewhere. Captain Daniel Lnnt of 
Kewburyport was well treated on board the Britiali 
emiser Lively, which captured him off Cape Ann 
in 17T6, although afterwards, when transferred to 
the KenowQ, he and other sbipmastera were robbed 
of their money and put at hard labor. Joshua Barney 
was treated with marked kindness on three differ- 
ent cmising ships and with an equal degree of se- 
verity on two others. Nathaniel Fanning, who was 
several times a prisoner, was robbed and maltreated 
on two British vessels, bat on other occasions fared 
very well. In 1777, Captun Stephen Hills was well 
treated on a prison-ship at Halifax, and in 1782 
eighty-one Americans at the same place, and others 
iu a hospital there, had the best of care. In 1781, 
Captain Tucker of the privateer Thorn escaped 
from the Island of St. John's (Prince Edward Is- 
land^ and reported that he had been very kindly 
treated there. The same year some prisoners who 
arrived in Salem from Newfoundland acknowledged 
** the very humane and benevolent treatment which 
they received from Admiral £dwards." The next 
year nearly three hundred Americans were brought 
home from there in a cartel.^ 

1 Am. Arch. IV, t, 769, ri, SOG, T, ii, 638 ; P<9>. Cmt. Congr., 
19, 8, S81 (Deoember 7, 1776) ; Barnes, Gli SO, 70, 86 ; Fafming, 
14-lB, 144-148, 22&-238 ; A. jSAo-iume, ^-76 ; Tucktr, 163 ; Boi- 
ton aaxttte, Ssptoiober 80, 1776, July 28, 1777 ; Mau. Spy, 9ap- 
tunber 11, ITIS ; Indqiendtnt Chrmidt, Febrauy 5, 1778 ; Cenlt- 
ntntal Joarnal, Anffiut 23, 1781 ; 8aUiit OateUt, Korember 10, 
1781, Jul J 16, Ootober 17, 1782 1 SoKon PoU, Jnl; 20, 1782) 
Hunt'i Mag., Febnui?, 1657. S«e abon, pp. 141, 162, 260- 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



6U NAVAL mSTOBT OF THE BEVOLUTION 

Many yein after the war Nathaniel Bowditoh 
told the following Revolntionarf aaeodota, which 
had been reUted to him by his father: "Capt. Tnok 
of Manchester in a Bmall privateer wu taken by a 
BritiBh ressel of war, & his crew wu carried on 
board & detuned as prisoners. Cruising afterwards 
on the eastern shore, the vessel stmok on a aoakea 
ledge at some distance from a small island then 
in sight and soon bilged. Theii sitnation soon 
became extremely dangerous, the greatest confnsion 
preruled on board, and the British seamen finding 
that none of the stores on board the ship oonld 
possibly be saved, proonred from the store room 
considerable quantities of mm & drank so freely 
that they soon became incapable of doing their duly, 
and in getting out the boats bilged & lost them. 
Their situation now became desperate, they seemed 
to have no chance of saving their lives, as the crew 
were so disorderly and incompetent of doing their 
dnty. Capt. Tuck then proposed to the BritiA 
commander to make a raft out of the spars, yards, 
&0. of the ship and offered his services in doing it, 
provided he conld have it nndw his own direction, 
with none to assist except the American prisoners, 
most of whom were free fnmt intoxication. This 
offer was cheerfully accepted & he made out to get 
the crew safely ashcne without lonng a man, but 
before anything else could be got from the ship, 
she went to pieces. The British Commander on the 
Halifax Station liberated Capt. T. and his crew 
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without paiole or oxohange, <hi aoconnt of Mb 
Berrices." ^ 

In June, 1778, Robert Sheffield, a shipmaster of 
StoningtOD, CoimeoticQt, made his escape from, one 
of the New York prison-ships after a confinement of 
only six days. There were three hotadred and fifty 
men on board confined below, althongh it is to 
be presumed that they were allowed on deck in the 
daytime, as wa« the onstom. Sheffield says the heat 
was "80 intense that tbey were all naked. . . . 
Their uokly oonntenances and ghastly loobe ware 
troly horrible, some awemng and blaspheming, 
some crying, praying and wringing their hands and 
stalking about like ghosts, others delirious, raving 
and storming; some groaning and dying, all pant- 
ing for breath ; some dead and cormpting, ur so 
foul at times that a lamp could not be kept burn- 
ing, by reason of which the boys were not missed till 
they had been dead ten days." There were five or 
six deaths a day.* Oiptain John Chester wrote to 
General Webb, January 17, 1777 : " The inhuman 
treatment our prisoners met with while in New 
York is beyond all description. Hamanity cannot 
but drop a tear at sight of the poor, miserable, 
starred objects. They are mere skeletons, nnable to 
creep or speak in many instances. One vessel lost 
27 in her passage from New York to Milfotd [Con- 

> Pidxring 1188., xxk, «5. 

^ Conn. Oatttu, SvXj 10, 17*78, quoted in OBdardank'i Btmitt- 
ivaarg IiKuUitti, 227, 22S. 
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necticnt], and 7 died the night they vere pot 
uhoie ; and tb^ are dying all along the road." ' 
According to a rqwrt from Boston, February 4, 
1779, "a cartel lately bronght 136 prisoners from 
priBon-ships in K. Y. to H. London. Snch was the 
omdition in which theae poor creat ur es were pnt 
aboard the cartel, that in this short ran 16 died on 
board and 60, when they landed, wrae scarcely able 
to move, and the remainder gieat^ emaciated."' 
The most favorable account comes from Daniel 
Stanton, who writes from Stomngton, August 28, 
1779: "I was taken with a number of others on 
or abont the 6th of Jnne last in the ship Oliver 
Cromwell, carried into New York and pat on the 
Prison Ship Jersey. There was nothing plundered 
from us, we were kindly used by the Captain and 
others that belonged to the ship. Our Sick were 
attended by Physioians who appeared very Offidons 
to reoover them to health. Our Allowance for Sub- 
sistance was wholesome and in reascmable Plenty, 
indoding the Allowance by the Continental Con- 
gress sent on Board. About three or four weeks 
past we were removed on board the Prison Ship 
Good Hope, where we found many sick ; there is 
DOW a hospital ship provided, to which they are 
removed and good Attention pud, and doubt not 
the same Hospitality ia used towards those of the 
Enemy, where the Fortune of War has cast into 
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our hands. On the whole ve were aa hnmiuielf 
treated as oar Condition and the Enemy's Safety 
would admit." * Another good account is given by 
Captain Thonuis Bring and others who escaped 
from the Good Hope.' According to Joshua Bar- 
ney, a prisoner in 1778, Admiral Byron daring his 
short stay on the station took great pains to im- 
prove as tar as possible the oonditions on New York 
piiaon-shipB.' These oonditions probablyvaried from 
time to time according to the characters of different 
officers and subordinates in ohaige, and according 
to the weather and other circumstances, especially 
the number of prisoners on board. The Continental 
Congress provided the means for supplying the 
prisoners at New Tork with extra food and ap- 
pointed a merchant named Flntard as agent to look 
after them.* 

Philip Freneau, the poet, was a passenger on the 
armed ship Aurora of Philadelphia, which was cap- 
tured after an hour's engagement by the British 
frigate Iris, May 26, 1780, and taken to New York. 
Freneau was sent on board the prison-ship Soorpion 
in the North Biver, where he was *' almost suffo- 
cated with the heat and stench." He relates that on 
the night of June 4 " about thirty-five of our people 
formed a design of making their escape, in which 
> Conn. OatetU, SeptMnbet 1, ITIQ, qnoted in Pqpcrf Nob Lou- 
d(«Hw<.Soc., IV,i,44. 

* N. J. Otuttu, OatoIraT 12, 1T7S, qaoted In Ondtrdonl, 230. 
■ Barney, 74, 

* Piy. CoHt. Congr., 37, 322 (OetolMr 6, 17SD). 
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tiiey were &Tored by a hxg6 Bchooner acciddntally 
alongBide of na. . . . We were then saffered to 
ooDtinue npoa deck, if we chose, till nine o'clock. 
We were all lielow by that time except the inaup- 
gents, who rushed upon the sentries and disarmed 
them in a moment," and drove them into the cabin. 
" When the sentries were all silent they matmed the 
ship's boat and boarded the aohooner, though the 
people on board attempted to keep thmn <^ with 
hand-spikes. The wind blowing fresh at south and 
the flood of tide being made, they hoisted sail and 
were out of sight in a few minutes. . . . Aa soon 
as the sentries got possession of the ressel again, 
which they had no difficulty in doing, as there was 
no resistance made, tbey posted themselves at each 
hatchway and most basely and cowardly fired fore 
and aft among us, pistols and marqnets, for a full 
quarter of an hour without intermission. By the 
mercy of Grod they touched but four, one mortally." 
The next morning " all that were found wounded 
were put in irons and ordered to lie upon deck, ex- 
posed to the burning sun. About four o'clock P.M., 
one of the poor fellows who had been wonnded the 
night before died. They then took him out of irons, 
sent him on shwe, and buried him. After this no 
usage seemed to them severe enough for us. We 
had water ^ven us to drink that a dog could 
scarcely relish ; it was thick and olammy and had a 
dismal smell. Tbey withdrew our atlowauce of rum 
and drove us down every night strictly at sunset, 
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where we Bnffered inexptessiblj' till seven o'clock 
in the morning, tlie gratingB being rarelj opened 
before that time. TKob did I live with my miseN 
able oompanions till the 22d of Jnne. When find- 
ing myself taken with a fever, I procured myself to 
be put on the siok list, and the same day was sent 
with a number of others to the Hnnter hoapital- 
ship, lying in the East Kver. Here was a new 
scene opened. The Hunter had been very newly put 
to the use of a hospital-ship. She was miserably dir^ 
and dnttered. Her decks leaked to such a degree 
that tlra sick were deluged with every shower of 
rain. Setween decks they lay along, struggling in 
the agtmies of death, dying with putrid and bilious 
fevers, lamenting their hard fate to die at such a 
fatal distance from their friends; others totally in- 
sensible and yielding their last breath in all the 
horrors of light-headed frenzy." i 

In the fall of 1780, Captain Silas Talbot was 
confined cm the Jersey. There were then about 
eleven hundred prisoners on board, with no bertha 
to lie in nor benches to sit on ; many were almost 
vrithont cdothes. Dysentery and fever prevailed. 
The scantiness and bad quality of the provisions, 
the brutality of the guards, and the siok pining for 
comforts they oould not obtain, altogether furnished 
one of the greatest scenes of human distress ever 
beheld. The weather was cool and dry, with frosty 
nights, so that the number of deaths was reduced 
^ Franasa's Capture qftke Aurora, 15-41. 
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to an tveago of ten a day, wiatA mi small ooBft- 
pared with the mortality for three months before. 
The fc"™"" bones "fH sknlls still Ueadung on the 
shore of Long Island as late as 1803, and daOj ex- 
posed by die falling tA tiie high bank on which the 
{msoncn were buried, was a shocking m^sL^ A 
few years after that these bones were collected and 
buried and a numnment erected avex them. 

Eboiezer Fox, describing the Jersey as she was 
in 1781, says : ** Her external appearance was for- 
Udding and j^oomy. She was dismantled ; her only 
spars were the bowsprit, a derrick that looked like 
a gallows, for hoisting supplies on board, and a 
flagstaff at the stem. The port-holes were dosed 
and secured. Two tiers of holes were cnt through 
hex sides, about two feet square 'and about ten 
feet apart, strongly guarded by a grating of iron 
bars." ' ¥ai and his shipmates upon their arrival 
** were ordered to ascend to the upper deck of the 
prison ship. Here our names were roistered. . . . 
Each of OS was permitted to retun whatever cloth- 
ing and bedding we had brought, after having been 
examined " for weapons and money ; *' and then 
we were directed to pass through a strong door on 
the starboard aide, down a ladder leading to the 
main hatchway. I now found myself in a loathsome 
prison, among a ocdleotion of the most wretched 
and disgusting looking objects that I ever beheld 
in human form. Here was a motley crew, covered 
1 HuUrka! SituA of SUat Taibot, UW-IOS. > Fbx, 06. 
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trith rags and filth, visages pallid with disease, 
emaciated with hnnger and anxiefrf, and retaining 
hardly a trace of their original appearance." 1 "The 
varioos messes of the prisoners [of six men each] 
were nombered, and nine in the morning was the 
hour when the steward would deliver from the win- 
dow in his room, at the after part of the ship, the 
allowance granted. . . . Each mess received daily 
what was equivalent in weight or measure, but not 
in quality, to the rations of four men at full allow- 
ance; that is, eaeh prisons received two thirds as 
much as was allowed to a seaman in the British 
navy. Oar bill of fare was as follows : on Sunday, 
one pound of biscuit, one pound of porh and half a 
put of peas ; Monday, one pound of biscuit, one 
pint of oatmeal and two ounces of butter ; Tuesday, 
one pound of biscuit and two pounds of salt beef ; 
Wednesday, one and a half pounds of flour and 
two ounces of suet. Thursday was a repetition of 
Sunday's fare, Friday of Monday's and Saturday 
of Tuesday's. If this food had been of a good 
qoali^ and properly cooked, as ve had no labor to 
perform, it would have kept ns comfortable, at least 
from suffering. But this was not the case. All our 
food appeared to be damaged." * " The cooking for 
the prisoners was done in a great copper vessel that 
contained between two and three hogsheads of water, 
set in brick work. The form of it was square and 
it was divided into two compartments by a parti- 
tFox,90. * Rid., 101,1(0. 
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tion. In one of these the peas and oatmeal were 
boiled ; thb was done in fresh water. In the other 
the meat was boiled in salt water taben np from 
alongside the ship. The Jersey, from her size and 
lyiag near the shore, was imbedded in the mod, 
. . . All the filth that aocmnulated among np- 
wards of a thousand mea was diuly thrown over- 
board and would remain there till carried away by 
the tide. The impurity of the water may be easily 
conceived ; and in this water onr meat was boiled." ^ 
" In the morning the prisoners were pramitted to 
ascend the upper deck, to spend the day till ordered 
below at snnset. A cert^ number, who were for 
the time called the * working party,' performed in 
rotation the duty of bringing ap hammocks and 
bedding for airing, likewise the aick and infirm and 
the bodies of those who had died daring the ni^t; 
of these there were generally a number every morn- 
ing. After these services it was their dn^ to wash 
the decks. . . . About two hours before sunset, 
orders were given to the prisoners to oany all their 
things below, but vre were permitted to remun 
above till we retired for the nigbt. ... At sunset 
our ears were saluted with the insulting and hateful 
sound from our keepers, of * Down, rebels, down,' 
and we were hnrried below, the hatchways fastened 
over us and we were left to pass the night amid 
the accumulated horrors of sighs and groans, of 
fonl vapor, a nauseous and putrid atmosphere, in a 
> Fox, loe, 106. 
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stifled ftnd almost saffooatiug heat The tiers of 
holes through the sides of the ship were strongi; 
grated, bat oot provided with glass, aiid it was con- 
sidered a privilege to sleep near one of these apeis 
tures in hot weather. . . . But little sleep, however, 
could be enjoyed even there, for the vermin wen 
so horribly abundant that all the personal cleanli- 
ness we could praotise would not protect ns from 
tbur attacks." When the dead, sewn in blankets, 
were taken ashore, some of the prisoners went with 
them, " nnder a guard, to perform the labor of in- 
terment. . . . Here in a bank near the Wallahout 
a hole was excavated in the sand, in which the body 
was put and then slightly covered, the guard not 
giving time suf&oient to perform this melancholy 
service in a faithful manner. Many bodies would, 
in a few days after this mockery of abnrial, be ex- 
posed nearly bare by the action of the dements." ' 
Thomas AndroB was also on the Jersey in 1781, 
and says : ** When I first became an inmate of 
this abode of suffering, despair and death, there 
were about tonr hundred prisoners on board, but 
in a short time they amonnted to twdve hnndred. 
And in proportion to our numbers the mortality 
increased." ^ D^entery, smallpox, and yellow fever 
were prevalent. " Now and then an American phy- 
sician was brought in as a captive, but if he could 
obtain his parole he left the ship, nor could we 
much bbune him for this. For his own death was 
> Fox, 109-111. * Anclns, Old JaMtf Ci^ipe, 12. 
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next to certiua uid his saocess in saving others hy 
medicine in our situation wae Bmall. I remember 
only two American physicianB who tarried on board 
a few days. No English phy eiciau or any one from 
the city ever to my knowledge came near ua."^ 
" Onr water was good, conld we have had enough 
of it ; onr bread was bad in the superlative degree. 
I do not reeollect seeing any which was not full of 
living vermin ; but eat it, worms and all, we most 
or starve." ^ Andros eventually escaped. Attempts 
to escape from the prison-sh^ were frequent and 
not uncommonly successful. Thecrew of Uie Jersey 
consisted o£ a captain, two mates, a steward, a cook, 
and about a dozen sailors, besides a guard of ten 
or twelve invalid marines and about thirty soldiers. 
By eluding the vigilance of these guards, or perhaps 
bribing a sentry, it was EKtmetimea passible to get 
away from the ship in a boat or by swimming. 
Upon reaching shore, however, fugitives had many 
difficulties to encounter, especially the unfriendli- 
ness of the tory population of Long Island.' 

The method of exchange for the relief of the 
prisoners' sufferings was not as generally applicable 
as could have been wished, partly because the sup- 
ply of British in the hands of the Americans was 

' Androt, 15. * Ibid., 17. 

' Ibid., 24 tt teq. ; Fox, ah. viii. For other eiperianoe* of pru- 
ODen, see Diii^'i BtciMectioni of Jerstj/ Pruon SAyi; Tayloi'e 
Martj/rt in tie Priion^hipi ; A. Sherburne, oh. t ; J3u(. Mag., July, 
186« (at^.); Mag. Amer. Hitt., Mmnh, 1878, HatthewmBD'a 
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inadequate. Britiab prisoners were released in laige 
numbers by their American captors, espeeially pri- 
Tateeramen, because tbey had no means of support- 
ing them, often, apparently, neglecting to tahe 
their paroles. Washington stated his views on the 
Bubject in a letter to the President of Congress, 
Febraary 18, 1782, saying : " Mr. Sproat's proposi- 
tion of the exchange of British soldiers for Amer- 
ican seamen, if acceded to, will immediately give 
the enemy a very oonsiderable reinforcement and 
will be a constant draft hereafter npon the pris- 
oners of war in our hands. It ought also to be oon- 
sidered that few or none of the naval prisoners in 
New York and elsewhere bdong to the Continental 
service. I however feel for the situation of these 
unfortunate people and wish to see them released 
by any mode which will not materially affect the 
public good. In some former letters upon this sub- 
ject I have mentioned a plan by which I am certain 
tiiey might be liberated nearly as fast as captured. 
It is by obliging the captuns of all armed vessels, 
both public and private, to tiirow their prisoners 
into common stock, under the direction of the com- 
missary-general of prisoners. By these means they 
would be taken care of and regularly applied to the 
exchange of those in the hands of the enemy. Now 
the greater part are dissipated and the few that 
remain are applied partially."* Washington eoi^ 

* Watlungtm, a, 444. Sm nsgotUtdon* for • ga<Mi«l oaitel for 
the nuiLaiig« of pruonen, tn Webb, u, 19-86. 
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leaponded with vanoiu Britiah nsval oomnumden 
daring the last two years of the war and reonved 
replies from Admiral Arbatlmot, Captun Affleck, 
aod Admiral Digby, expr^uing ooncent at the 
prisoners' plight and a purpose to apply remedies. 
General Carleton also made plans in 1782 to ooi^ 
rect ahasea. The American and British commissa- 
ries of prisoners, Abraham Skinner and David 
Sinroat, also corresponded freely on the snbjeots of 
treatment and exchange of prisoners. Whether or 
not as a resnlt of these efforts, oonditionB seem to 
hare improved in June, 1782, aooording to the re- 
port of six American shipmasters on parole, " that 
they had been on board the prison and hospital 
ships to inspect the state of the American naval 
prisoners and found them in as comfortable situa- 
tion as it is possible for prisoners to be on board 
ships and much better than they had an idea of." 
l^iis report was published about two weeks after 
a letter from Washington to Digby on the snb- 
ject-i 

The Americans captured in European waters and 
many also from this side of the ocean were sent to 
prisons in England. The American Conunissioners 
in Paris began early to interest themselves in the 
welfare of these prisoners, and Franklin esperaally, 
until the end of the war, was untiring in his efforts 
to mitigate their hardships. February 23, 1777, 

1 AJman, nv, 262, 263 j OndtrdrnJc, 233-235, 240-214; Mar. 
Cum. LtUtr Bc<^ 261, 262 ; Moms. Spy, Angiut S, 1782. 
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})egao a correspoadence of the oommiBsioners with 
Stormont, the British ambasaador, in regard to the 
exchange of prisoners, which defined the positions 
of the two nations on the subject at that time. Th^ 
wrote': "Captain Wieke* tA the Reprisal frigate, 
belonging to the United States of America, has now 
in his hands near one hundred British seamen, pris- 
oners. He desires to know whether an exchange 
may be made for an eqnal number of Americim 
seamen now prisoners in England ? We take the 
liberty of proposing tiiis matter to your Lordship 
lud of requesting your opinion (if there be no im- 
propriety in your giving it^ whether such an ex- 
change will probably be agreed to by your Court. 
If your pet^le cannot be soon exchanged here, the^ 
will be sent to America." ^ 

No reply was received to this uid on April 2 
they wrote again : " We did ourselves the Honour 
<^ writing some time since to yonr Ixtrdship on the 
Subject of Exchanging Prisoners. Yon did not 
condescend to give as any Answer and therefore we 
expect none to this. We however take the Liberty 
of sending you Copies of certain Depositions, which 
we shall transmit to Congress, whereby it will be 
known to your Court that the United States are 
not unacquainted with the barbarous Treatment 
their People receive, when they have the Misfortune 
(^ being your Prisoners here in Europe. And that 
if your Conduct towards ua is not altered, it is not 
■ Spuka's fVonXJin, ix, 166. 
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unlikely tbat severe Beprisals may be thongbt jos- 
tifiable, from the Necessity of patting some Clieck 
to anch abominable Practices. For the sake of 
Humanity it is to be wish'd that Men would en- 
deavoiir to alleviate as much as possible the una- 
voidable Mtsseries attending a State of War. It has 
been said that among the civilized Nations of En- 
rope the ancient Horrors of that State are mneh 
diminished, but the Compelling Alen by Chains, 
Stripes & Famine, to fight against their Friends 
and Relations, is a new Mode of Barbarity which 
your Nation alone has the Honour of inventing. 
And the sending American Prisoners of War to 
Africa and Asia, remote from all Proba.bility of 
Exchange and where they can scarce hope ever to 
hear from thur Families, even if the Unwholesome- 
uess of the Climate does not put a speedy End to 
their Lives, is a maimer of treating Captives that 
you can justify by no Precedent or Custom, except 
that of the black Savages of Guinea." ^ The follow- 
ing message, unsigned and undated, was received 
in reply: "The King's Ambassador receives no 
applications from rebels but when they come to im- 
plore His Majesty's Mercy." The commissioners 
then closed the correspondence: "In answer to a 
letter which concerns some of the most material in- 
terests of humanity and of the two' nations, Great 
Britain and the United States of America, now at 
war, we received tbe inclosed indecent paper as oom- 

1 Smyth'* PVanUJn, Tii, 86. 
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ing from yova LordBbip, which we return for yonr 
Lordship's more mature conaideration." ' 

StormoDt sent copies of the letter of April 2 and 
his assigned reply to Lord Weymouth and with 
them the following: " I send your Xiordship a Cof^ 
of ft very Extraordinary and Insolent Letter, that 
has just been 1^ at my House by a Person who 
called himself an English Gentleman ; I thought 
it hy no means Proper to appear to hare received 
and hept snch a Letter, and therefore, My Lord, 
instantly sent it Back by a Savoyard, seemingly 
unopened, under Cover to Mr. Carmichel, who 1 
discovered to be the Person that had brought the 
Letter." ' Weymouth wrote to Stormont April 11 : 
" I entirely aj^irove of the note Your Excellency 
sent to Mr. Carmicbael with the Iietter yaa re- 
turned to him. The Style and Sabject deserved 
no other treatment." * 

The brig Dalton of Newbnryport was talcen in 
December, 1776, by the six^-four-gun ship Biuson- 
able. The crew were sent to Plymouth, Ei^|Iand, 
where after a while they were transferred to the 
Burford of eevenly guns, Captain Qeorge Bowyer. 
Here their fortunes, which had been hard, made a 
great change for the better. Each man was given 
an outfit of clothes and bedding, provided by the 
captain at his own expense. They were well fed 

> (^wnb, it, 167. ' SUvetu, 1607; Smyth, y^, 86. 

■ 8Uvt<m, 1603, 1S07, 1516; Miium, v, 371, 372, 611; Hah, i, 
184-198. 
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mui kindly treated. This was also the caae in tiie 
lioBpital on shore, where the sick had the best caze. 
After several weeks on tlie Bnrfbrd they were trans- 
ferred to another ship and early in Jane, 1777, 
to Mill Prison, near Ftymonth, which had been 
prepared for them. They were oommitted on &a 
linage tA high treason, to await trial, and oonld 
only be released <m receiving tlie King's pardon. 
Two members of the Dalton's orew, Charles Her- 
bert and Samnel Cntler, kept jonmals in prison. 
Cutler says the ration **is | lb. beef, 1 lb. bread, 
1 qt. very ordinary beer, and a few greens per man 
for 24 hoars. The beef when boiled weighs abont 
6 oz. This is oor allowance daily, except Saturday, 
when we have 6 oz. cheese instead of the beef. To 
ideep npon, we have a hammock, straw bed and one 
very thin rag. . . . We are allowed every day to 
walk in the uring ground from 10 to 12, then 
locked in till 8 o'clock, then we are let out again 
till 7 o'clock, tiien in and locked up for the nij^" * 
Herbert wrote, August 81 : " Mai^ are strongly 
tempted to pick t^ the grass in the yard and eat 
it and some pick up old bones in the yard that have 
been laying in the dirt a week or ten days and 
pound them to pieces and suck them. Some will 
jnck up snuls out oi the holes is the wall and 
from among the grass and weeds in the yard, boil 
diem and eat them and drink the broth. . . . Our 
meat is very poor in general; we scarcely see a 
1 N. K Hut. and Gti*. Btg., April, 1878. 
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good piece onoe in a month. Many are driven to 
such neceasity by want of provisions that they have 
sold most of the dothes off their backs for the sahe 
of getting a little money to bay them some bread." ^ 
Some of the prisonen were able oooa^onally to 
earn a few shillings with whioh to bny extra food 
and other necessities. Andrew Sherbnme, who was 
in Mill Prison in 1782, says Uiere were between 
eight hundred and a tfaonsand men confined there 
at that time.^ 

In September, 1777, an improvement began and 
oontinned for more than a year. This was due to 
outside causes and did not indioate any relaxation 
of severi^ on the part of the government or prison 
authorities. The sympathies of charitaUe people in 
London and elsewhere had been aroused and a fund 
was subscribed whioh famished extra food and 
clothing.^ Jonathan Archer wrote to his parents 
from Mill Prison, September 25, 1778: "The 
time seems long and teagous to me ; I shall em- 
brace every opportunity of writing. We have plenty 
of provisions ; the gentlemrai have raised a large 
sum of money for the relief of the Americans." * 
Letters of Franklin to correspondents in England 
also did much to excite interest in the prisoners." 
When the money that had been raised for their 

> LircMT'i Friumert 0/1778, 66, 66. 

* A. Sha-lmrnt, 86. For ta Eogliih mraoiuit, im .JnmHiI Begii- 
Ur, Hi (1TI8), 78. 

■ Livtieg, 68, 10, 91, 92, 06. * JWc £ul. Oil., Jsaa, 1861. 

• marloa, a, «36, 410, 448, 402. 
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b^iefit had beoome exhausted, abont tha end of 
1778, the old conditionB retnmed. The prisoners 
hunted for rats, and if a dog strayed in, he was 
immediately killed and eaten. To be put upon half 
allowaDce, as many freqaently veee for ponish- 
meot, was to be redaoed nearly to the- last er- 
traoi^. Kevertbeless, the health of the prisoners 
as a rule was good, and the death rate, at least for 
the first two years, compared with that of the New 
York ptisoQ-ships, was rery low. Early in 1782, 
however, there was much sickness.' 

After France, Spain, and Holland had beoome 
involved in the war, the prisoners from those coun- 
tries were better treated than the Americans, whose 
allowaaoe of bread was a third less than theirs. In 
the House of Lords, July 2, 1781, an effort was 
made to place tJie Americans on an eqnali^ in this 
respect with the French, Spanish, and Dutch, but 
the proposal was defeated l^ a vote of forty-seven 
to fourteen. In the course of the debate on the ques- 
tion it was argued " that the diet of prisoners, as 
persons in a state of inactivity, ought to be sparing, 
and that just enough to sustain life ought to be the 
measure of it ; for that if more than enough was 
allowed, it would render the prisoners unhealthy by 
producing gross humours if they eat it, or if they 
sold what was superabnndant, it was probable they 
would buy spirits with it and thereby render them- 
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selves unhealthy and unhappy."' Very tonohmg 
was this BoUoitnde of the Lords for the health of 
the American prisoners. Their old enemies, the 
French and Spanish, might be enconrt^ed to rain 
their digestions by overeating, bnt in the case of 
their kinsmen from across the sea, it was not to be 
thought of. 

Captain Conyngham's e:q)erienceB in captivity 
have been alluded to.* After his escape he wrote to 
Franklin from the Texel, December 1, 1779: "I 
shall aequ^nt you of the many favours I received 
Bince I became a captive. 1st, in New York, that 
Sir George Collier ordered irons on my legs, with 
a oeptry on board tlie ship. Mr. Collier going on 
an expedition ordered me to jaole, there put me into 
the condemned room. The first night a cold plank 
my bed a stone for a pillow. 2d night allowed a 
something to lay on ; in this horrid room was kept 
for eight days without the least morsel of bread, or 
anything but water, from the keeper of the prison. 
. . . After expostulating of the impropriety of 
such treatment, [the jailer] told me he had such 
orders, but would take it upon himself to release 
me on my giving him my strongest assurances I 
would not make my escape. I readily consented, it 
not being in the power of man to get out of the 
condemned room. ... In the prison of New York 
I continued till that tyrant Collier returned. . . . 

> Almm, lii, £22, 223 ; Mag. Avar. Bin., Jom, 1882. 
« S«a aboTB, pp. 316, 877. 
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Then I was told to get readj to go on board the 
priaon-ahJp. . . . Then a pur of ciiminal irons put 
on my l^B, weight 50 pounds ; at the door, put 
into the hangman's cart, all in form as if bound to 
the gallows. I was then pnt into a boat and took 
alongside the Baisonable, ... to be sent to Eng- 
land in the packet. In those Irons I was brought to 
Poidennis Castle. Then not contented, they man- 
■oled my hands with a new fashioned pur of roffels 
fitted very tite. In this condition I was kept there 
16 (» 16 days, than broagbt to Plymouth and 
Iqdged in the black hole for eight days, before they 
would do me the honour of committing me on sns- 
picaon of high treason on his majesties high seas ; 
then pnt into Mill prison, where we oommitted 
treason through his earth and made our escape. 
This, Sir, is an account of their favors, insnlts ex- 
cepted. I must acquaint your excellency that the 
poor unfortunate prisons* in Plymouth are in a 
most distressed situatitm." ' 

Attempts to escape from Mill Prison were num- 
erons, sometimes hj climbing over the walls, some- 
times by burrowing under them, and sometimes by 
bribing sentries, the last generally by officers who 
had money. Among the officers confined at this 
place were Captains Manley, Talbot, Johnson, and 
O'Brien, and Lieutenants Dale and Bam^. Of 
these the last four escaped, besides Conyngham ; 
Manley and Talbot made several attempts. Most 
1 Salt, i, 819; Jlm»K, vUt, 840. 
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I^soneTS* efforts in this direction fuled, bnt in the 
s^r^ate s large number got off and made their 
way to Holland and Fiance. At Faria they found 
a good friend in Franklin, who gave them money 
and asBiatanoe to the extent of bin abili^. Those 
who were caught after escaping were brought back, 
confined forty days in a dungeon called the " black 
hole," and put upon half allowance of food.^ Some 
escaped by entering the British service, yielding to 
inducements oonBtantly held out to them. Those 
doing so were comparatively few in number, and 
most of tbem were foreigners who bad served on 
American ships. In December, 1T78, over a hun- 
dred men in Mill Prison signed an agreement to 
remain loyal to their oonntry and under no circnm- 
atanoea to enter the British service.' In June, 1778, 
romots of exchange b^an to be heard, which for 
many oumths seemed only to bold out false hopes. 
In September, the American Commissioners in 
Paris wrote to their countrymen in English prisons 
that they had at last " obtained assurances from 
Kngland that an exchange shall take place." They 
added : " We have now obtained permission of this 
government to put all British prisoners — whether 
taken by continental frigates or by privateers — 
into the king's prisons, and we axe determined to 

1 LiaiMt, S6-60, potn'm, 209-213; Bamef, 87-102; Of Brim, 
1S0-1S3 ; Port Folio, Juu, 1614 ; If. E. Hitt. end Gat. Seg., Oe- 
tobm, 1878 ) Sktx hat. Coll., Junuij, 1909 ; La M88., F«b»> 
»tjS», 1178; Adam* MSS., Jtlj IS, 1760, Jom 6,176L 

■ Zdveti, lei, 163, 177, 183, 208, 221. 
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treat Bach prisoners precisely as our coimtryisen are 
treated in England, to give them the same allow- 
ance of provisions and accommodations and no other. 
We therefore request you to inform ns with exact- 
ness what yonr allowance is from the govenunent, 
that we may govern ourselves accordingly." * It was 
not tmtil March 15, 1779, that bc^tes of rdeaae were 
realized and niile^-seTen of the inmates of Mill 
Prison embarked on a cartel bound £or France.' 

The brigaotine Rising States s^led from Bostcm, 
January 26, 1777, and on April 16 was captured 
hi the English Channel by the Terrible, 74, though 
only after a tainted resistance. Two weeks later 
the TerriUe arrived at Spithead and the prisoners . 
remained on board until Jane 14, harshly treated 
and on three quarters allowance. They were then 
removed to Fortoo Prison, near Portsmouth, being 
tb» first Americans to ooca^ it. Their experiences 
are told in the journal of Timothy Ctmnor, one of 
Ute crew of the Bising States. The prison ration 
was three quarters of a pomid of beef, a pound of 
bread, and a quart of small beer for twenty-four 
boors, and some cabbage every other day. Prisoners 
in the black hole, for trying to escape or other mis- 
demeanor, had six ounces of beef, half a pound of 

> IFAorten, ii, 720, 730. 

■ Uvaes, 130,141, 179, 182, 19B, 200, 219, 223, 224, 233; 
Wiarton, iii, 18B. For uiotlier aeaoiuit ^ oonditioni on board a 
Madviiig-iliip ID PlTmontli Harbor and in Hill Pri»n, «M A 
Blurbwue, 76-100 ; ••« aim jantna] of William RimhII in 8h^ 
md aaSon of <Xd SaUm, eba. vD, tUL 
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bread, and a pint of beer. Five days after entrance 
the prisoners " made a large hole through the wall 
of the prison and eleven made their escape," two 
of whom were caught and brought back. During 
the first six months more than sixty escaped, about 
half of whom were retaken, December 25, Connor 
SRys: "Now the people begin to use hnmanity 
throughout England. . . . They begin to use us 
better. There are subscription books opened in many 
parts of England for our relief."^ The ofBoers were 
given five ahiUingg a week each and the men two 
shillings. The fieveiend Thomas Wren of Forts- 
mouth took a great interest in the prisoners and 
visited them daily. David Hartley, M.P., one of 
Franklin's English correspondents and an old friend 
of his, also visited the prison. Besides the fund 
raised in England, Franklin sent over what money 
he conld spare, to be used for the benefit of the pris- 
oners. Much of this was entrusted to an American 
merchant in London naoied Digges, who a few 
years later turned out to be a British spy and a 
defaulter and who embezzled nearly all the money 
he had received tm the use of the prisoners.^ May 
12, 1778, Connor wrote in his jonmal: "Nothing 
to eat these two days but stinking beef. All the 
men in the prison, or At least best part of them, 
carried their beef back and threw it into the cook's 

1 N. B. Hut. and Gtn. Beg., Sidj, 1676. 

* Wharton, a, 402, ill, S2S,iT,fS23,Mi;HaU,i,<h.^;Adaau 
MSS., July 10, 1778. 
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window, and left and went without any." The next 
day the bad meat was served again, "bnt by the 
Agent's orders it was sent back again and we got a 
little cheese in the loom of it." ' Captain Hinman 
of the Alfred and his officers were bronght to For- 
ton Prison in July, 1778, and in less than a week 
he and several other officers escaped. September 8, 
fifty-dgbt prisoneTS escaped. In March, 1779, 
there were two hnndred and fifty-one Americans at 
F<»ton. Jaly 2, one hundred and twenty of tiwm 
were released by exchange.* 

J(dm Howard, the English prison reformer, wrote 
of Fortou: "At my visit, Nor. 6, 1782, 1 found 
there was no separation of the Americans from 
other prisoners of war, and tluy had the same al- 
lowance of bread, vis: one pound and a half each. 
There were 154 Fratch, 88 Dutch and 13S Amer- 
icans. Of these, 12 French, 26 Dutch and 9 Amep- 
ieans were in the hospital. The wards were not 
eUsn. No regnlata<ms hung np. I weighted several 
of the 6 lb. loaves and they all wanted some ounces 
in weight." * 

In the West Indies the unhealthfolness of the 
climate doubtless added to the tribolatiMis of pris- 

I N. E. Hit. and Oat. Reg., July, 1676. 

• ih'ij., April, 187S, to Jnlj, 187S I JEucs £ut. CoU., April, 1889 ; 
Jfag. Amtr. Hitt., Manh, 1876, UatthevmMi'i nunliTa ; What' 
ton, lii, 863. For BnotlieT aooooDt of Foiton Frimi, «»a Fanma, 
S0-B8. 

■ Smkx InMl. an., April, 1880, qnotii^ from Howard'* Sitmrj 
ofPriiam. 
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oaen and increased the death rate. In 1T82, the 
privateer trig New Broom of New London wa» 
captured by a British shx^ of war and taken into 
Antigua. Oue of the brig's crew, in a narratire of 
the oroise, says : " We were all pat on board of a 
priBon-ahq>, whieh lay in a cove on one side of the 
harbor, where the heat waa bo serere aa to be at 
most insupportable. We were allowed here but 
barely enough to sostain nature, and the ^ater they 
gave ua was taken out of a pond a little back of 
the town, in whieh the cattle and negroes com- 
mingled every sort of impurity, and which was 
rendered, <hi this account and frton the effect of 
the heat npon it, so naoaeons that it was impossible 
to drink it without holding the nostrila. I soon 
found that life was to be supported but for a short 
time here and set myself therefore about contriving 
some way to effect my escape from this floating 
{dace of misery and torment. The dotlor came on 
board every morning to examine the sick, and three 
negro sextons every night, to bury the dead. Early 
one morning I swallowed tobacco juice and was so 
sick by the time the doctor came, that I obtiuned 
without difficulty a permit from him to go on shore 
to the hospitaL I was soon ready to disembark, for 
I had been previously robbed of everything except 
what I had on. After arriving at the hospital, I 
waa conducted into a long room where lay m<ne 
than two hundred of the most miserable objects 
imaginable, covered with rags and vermin. I threw 
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myeelf down on a bunk and after sniFering extremely 
for some time from the effects of the tobacco, vent 
to sle^ bat was soon waked by a maa^rane, wbo 
told me that there was physio for me and immedi- 
ately went off to another. I contrived onperceiTed to 
throw my dose out of the window and was not 
again diBtturbed, except during the following night, 
when I waa waked several times by the carrying 
out of the dead. The sickneas occasioned by the 
tobacco having now ceased, it was still necessary to 
haesp Qp the deception, and accordingly the next 
morning 1 feigned lameness." A few days later 
this pristmer escaped with two others ; getting pos- 
session of a boat they found their way to Gnade- 
lonpe.^ In 1779, the Marine Committee had called 
attmtion to the harsh treatment of prisoners at 
Antigua and nrged efforts for their exchange.' 

There appears to be less available material for a 
stody of the treatment of British prisoners by the 
Americans. Before France became involved in the 
war the disposal of prisoners taken by American 
omisers in European waters was attended with 
difficulties, because the French government would 
not allow them to be brought into the ports of that 
country, regarding it as a violation of neutrality 
to receive them. It was, therefore, often necessary 
to release them. Franklin and Deane advised the 
commiuiders of American sbips to take from their 

> Eia. Mag., IfoTWuber, 1860. 

« Mar. Com. Lata- Book, 1M8 (October 20, ITTO). 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



NATAL PRISONERS 6SS 

priaoaers, before letting them go, a signed acknow- 
lodgment of the fact that they had been captured.^ 
They hoped to seonre in retnm the release of an 
equal number of American prisoners, but the Brit 
ish government would not admit any. obligation in 
such oases, and indeed refused to honor formal 
paroles, except under certain circumstances. After 
France had begun hostilities, American vessels could 
bring their prisoners into port, but there was no 
provision for their reception until, after long de< 
lay, they were admitted into French'prisons. Mean- 
while it was necessary to keep them on shipboard 
under conditions of great discomfort, if not of ac- 
tual suffering. The prisoners brought into BreBt by 
the Banger in May, 1778, were confined many 
months on one of her prizes and made bitter com* 
plaints of their situation. Captain Jones exerted 
himself as far as possible for their welfare, but was 
very unwilling to release them without exchange. 
fVanklin supplied as wdl as he could the wants of 
the British prisoners in France. In February, 1780, 
he wrote to one of his English correspondents, en- 
closing the account of his agent at L'Orient, " for 
clothing one hundred and thirteen English pris- 
oners last April," and adding : " Not that I expect 
anythit^ from yoor government on that accoont 
towards clothing such of our people with yon as 
may be in want of it. The refusal of compliance 
with the paroles of prisoners set at liberty have 
1 Sm kboie, p. 300. 
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taugbt me to flatter myself no more with expecta- 
tions that a thing maj be done because it ia hnmane 
ox equitable, and reasonable that it should be done. 
I only desire it may be considered as a small but 
grateful acknowledgment, all hitherto in my power, 
for the kindness shown by yoor charitaUe sabscrip- 
tions to our poor people. It may perhaps be some 
satisfatstion to those subsoribers to know that, while 
they thought only of relieving AmeriouiB, they were 
at the sune time oceasiooing some relief to dis- 
tressed Englishmen."' When the exchange of 
prisonera had become an eataUished procedure, the 
number of English in France must have been com- 
paratively small and their stay short, for the !^t- 
ish policy was to keep many American priaimers in 
England, bringing them from New York.' 

The Continental vessels Beprisal, Lexington, 
and Dolphin made a cruise in the English Chan- 
nel and Irish Sea in 1777 and took several prizes.' 
According to a dispatdi from Whitehaven, June 
26, 1777, '*the people in general speak in the 
warmest terms of the humane treatment they met 
with from the commanders of the Bepiisal and 
Lexingtcm, both of whom endeavored to make the 
ntnation of their prisoners as easy as their drcom- 
Btanoes would admit." * 

> Whartm,m,522. 

* Ibid., li, 438, 681, 724, lu, TS, 488, Ml, G35, 530, iT, 410 ; Hale, 
i, 351-302 ; 8a7>d; 104, IOC, 148 ; Itat*. Bpj, Jarnuir 4, 1781. 

■ Sa* Bbore, pp. 20Q, 270. 

• Bo^tM GoMttt, Ootobw e, 1777. 
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Quite di£forait from this was the treatment of 
Captain lUchard Casaedy of the British ship Pris- 
cilla b; a prize ciew put on board his vessel from 
the American privateer C^eral Mifflin, whioh cap- 
tared the Priseilla off the Irish coast in July, 1777. 
All his men having been traosf^red to the Mifflin, 
he was left alone at the mercy of a brutal prize 
crew. " These sons of freedom seized all the cap- 
tain's otothes that mm worth anything and j£88 
in cash." He was "bonnd hand and foot and put 
into (XHiflnement In this miseraUe situati<m he 
ronained until the 19th of July, when his vessel 
was retctok by the Union, letter of marque, of 
London. . . . Captain Cassedy was in a very poor 
state of health . . , and not able to stand, throngh 
the cruel treatment he reo^ved. His remaining bo 
long bound occasioned his fleah to swell to a shock- 
ing degree. All his prayers and intreaties were in 
vtan i the inhuman tyrants had no oompasaioD." * 

The treatment of British prisoners in America 
vfuied according to place and eireumstances. There 
were priBon-ships at Boston, New London, and 
doubtless other towns, and jails on shore were 
used.^ Captain Henry Bamea imd lus crew, cap- 
tured with his vessel on the pass^e from Barba- 
does to £ngland by the American privateer Mont^ 
gomery in 1776 and taken to Bhode Island, were 

' LiTirpool paper quoted in Williami, 210. 
* BoOon Pot, Jnne 16, 1182; Matt. Cotrt Bee., Jtaurj 20, 
1T78; U»ti. See. Bolit, riu, ix, zlir. 
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" treated with the greatest kindness and oivili^. " ^ 
A letter from Boston, in 1777, says : " Hard as 
my case may appear to be, I bear it with patience. 
From the 3d day of my captiTity I have, with 
near ninety others, been confined a dose prisoner 
in a jail at this place lately erected, colled the New- 
prison. The Americans treat ns very oavalieriy. 
The provisions we are allowed is barely sufficient 
to sabsist on. My effects, to the amonnt of up- 
wards of 800/. have been tahen from me and the 
bed I lie on is a bundle of straw." * A letter from 
New London, a few months later, sa^; "They 
behave very well to us." ' A better reputation is 
giv^ to Boston by an English shipmaster who 
had been ^changed. He writes : " The treatm^it 
of the English prisoners there is exceedingly 
humane and kind." * 

The situation of British marine prisoners at Pbihu 
delphia was possibly not always what it should have 
been, though as a role not bad; their treatment 
was perhaps at times, but only in special instances, 
governed by a spirit of retaliation for the distress 
of Americans on the New York prison-ships. Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot wrote to John Jay, Fresid^it of 
Congress, August SO, 1779, complaining that two 
British officers were " in dose and eruel confine- 
ment at Philadelphia. X request that you will 

> Almon, IT, l&e, 16a 

* London (^nmidt, SttitnnlMr 2, 1777. 

* Ibid., Jm(wi7 6, IT18. < Snd., Janur^ 8, 1778. 
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assign satis&ctory reasons for this treatment, that 
no improper retaliation may take place here on our 
part." ^ Congress investigated the case of these 
two ofBoers and found the reports of their ill-treat- 
ment untrue. Just at this time, on account of the 
barbarous persecution of Conyngham in Nev York, 
the Marine Committee ordered against another 
British officer retaliatory measures which had n- 
oently been voted in Congress, after a vain appeal 
to Commodore Collier,' Arbuthnot wrote to Wash- 
ington, April 21, 1781, again complaining of the 
treatment of Briti^ naval prisoners, saying : *' Per- 
mit me now. Sir, to request that you will take the 
proper steps to canse Mr. Bradford, your commis- 
sary, and tlie jailor at Philadelphia, to abate that 
inhnmanity which they exercise indiscriminately 
upon all petite, who are so unfortunate as to be 
carried into that place. I will not trouUe you, Sir, 
with a catalogae of grierances farther than to re- 
quest that the unfortunate may feel as litde of the 
seTCrities of war as the oircnmstanoes of the time 
will permit ; that in f atute they may not he fed in 
winter with salted clams and that they may be 
afforded a sufficiency of fnel." ' 

At last, in the spring of 1782, Franklin was 
able to inform Jay that the British Parliament had 

1 P<^. Cmt. Cimgr., Tt, 1, 313 (Angnrt SO, 1779). 

* Uar. Con. Lmtr Boot, 230 (AngoM 81, ITIQ) ; Almon, TiU, 
340, 841 ; Jintr. Coat. Con^., Jalf IT, 29, Septtmbet IT, 1779. 

' WalKiiglaa, ix, 120, 121. 'Sa fnrthar mfarmatiMi nladiig to 
tb* treatiDMit ot Biidsh priaonsn Lm b««n diMOTtred. 
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passed *' an act for wr^-ltimging American prisoners. 
They have near eleren hundred in the jails of Eng- 
land and Ireland, all Committed as chained with 
high treason. The act is to empower the Ung, not- 
Trithstanding snch commitments, to consider them 
as prisoners of war, according to the law of nations, 
and exchange them as snch. This seems to be giv- 
ing up tiheir pretuud<HM of ooamdering ns as re- 
beUktos sabjeets and is a kuid of ackuowlec^ment 
ot oar independence. Transports are now taking 
up to eanj back to their ooontt; the poor, brave 
fellows who bare borne for years their cruel cap- 
tivity, rather than serre our en^nies, and an equal 
number of English are to be delivered np in re. 
turn." 1 The British ministry now ordered the ex- 
change of all American prisoners. A year later, 
April, 1783, came proclamations of the Continental 
Congress and the British oommanders in New 
York, the latter a day or two in the lead, for the 
Bospension of hostilities uid the release of all ptis- 
tmers of war.^ 

' BM., 439, 612, 548, SM, n, Sfl9, 375, 877. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

NATAL CONDmOHS OF THE BEVOLUTION 

In tlie stud; of bo closely contoBted a stn^g^ as 
the American Revolution, where even a compara- 
tively trivial circmnstance might have turned the 
scale, it is interesting to examine the factors vhich 
may have affected tiie result. In the events that 
took place on the sea perhaps many Buch factors 
wiU be found. Such conclusions regarding them as 
may be drawn from the preceding chapters, will be 
more clearly brought out if presented in the con- 
densed form of a summary. 

Both the Amerioans and the British, while fav- 
ored in aome ways, were burdened with encnm- 
branoes of various sorts. The preponderance of the 
British naval forces in American waters daring 
the early years of the war was ao great that for the 
ookmists in rebellion to overcome it was out of 
the question ; annoyance only was possible. Their 
control of the Bea was complete until challenged by 
the French in 1778. The British had much larger 
slups than the Americans, which meant that tbey not 
only carried more guns, but far heavier ones ; the 
thirty-two-gun frigate was tlie latgest we had in com- 
mission. Ship for ship ^so we were overmatched by 
the British witii their ships more fully manned and 
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their officers and men tlimmighly trained. The raw 
material for their crews was certainly no better and 
probably not as good as that fonuBhed by the 
fishemieD and seafaring population of New England 
and other colonies, but the immense advantage of 
organization, of centuries of military discipline, of 
naval tradition and esprit de corpa, was theirs. 

The British, however, were embarrassed with 
difScnlties which in large d^ree offset their supe- 
riority in force. Operating in a hoBtHfl oonntry, 
their naval stations, even those most securely and 
permanently held, as New York, were unable to fur. 
nish sufficient stores and supj^es ; and these necessi- 
ties had to be brought from England, subject to cap- 
ture by American cmisers and privateers and require 
ing thediversion of acousiderable part of their armed 
force for convoy. Owing to the incompetency or 
indolence of some of the British fleet commanders, 
thdr avulable offensive force was used with less 
effect than might have been the ease. Jealousy and 
qnarreb among the admirals also contributed to 
this resnlt. Official corruption in British docb^ards 
and naval stations, defective organization, and tiie 
waste of money and supplies interfered seriously 
with efficient naval administration. The navy lost 
large numbers of men tlirong^ desertion and death 
from disease. It will thus be seen that the circum- 
stances sarrounding the British navy during that 
period were sufficiently complicated. The entry of 
other powers into the conflict naturally increased 
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very maeh Uie perplexities of England's utoa- 
tion.^ 

Turning to onr own aide, there was little to help 
oat the slender resources of the Americans beyond 
the advantage of operating in home waters and , 
along shores inhabited by a friendly people uid of 
a general apMtnde for the sea, no greater, however, 
than that of their adversaries. The poverty of the 
C<Mitinental government, if not of the country, pre- 
cluded anything like a strong naval organization, 
and the weakness of Congress, together with lack 
of experience, made efficient administration prao 
tically impossible. For want of money and of avul- 
able workmen the oonstraction and repair of ships 
was painfully slow. On this account they were fre- 
quently kept idle in port mouths at a time, nearly 
a whole season, perhaps, while eruises planned for 
them were prevented, postponed, or only partially 
carried out. The obetacles encountered in manning 
the Continental ships were equal to those which 
hinderedtheirfittingoat. The needs of the army and 
the attractions of privateering, especially the latter, 
drew so heavily on the seafaring population that cap- 
able men for the regular naval service were scarce. 
The result was that after almost interminable delay 
B ship would be obliged to go to sea with a orew 
deficient both in numbers and in quality, made np 
of material in la^e part not only inferior, but 
1 See Channiiv, iii, 270-283, 340-342 ; aod abor*, pp. 62-68, 
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sometimes dangeiona, if, as was often the case, it in- 
daded British prisoners who were willing to enlist. 
Jn sneh ships' companies a mntinoos spirit prevwled, 
with occasional serions effects. Forthetmore the 
cheers of the navy, while generallj good seamen 
and not lacking in coarage, were withoat mHitaiy 
tnuning, and thus apt to be deficient in martial 
qnalitiea and incapable of rising to the occasion at 
critical moments. The responsibility of an inde- 
pendent command, even of a single vessel on an 
important service, was often too mnoli for Booh 
men. It is hardly aeoessary to add, however, that 
there were some notable exceptjons. 

As a consequence of these impediments the Amet^ 
icons never possessed a r^;ular naval force capable 
of acting offensively against the enemy in imy ef- 
fective way. The Continental navy, therefore, na- 
turally resorted to the readiest means of injuring 
the enemy, that is, by preying upon his commerce. 
The state navies and privateers were of course en- 
gaged in the same pursuit ; and this, with convoy 
duty upon ocoasion, formed the chi^ occupati<Hi of 
the entire sea force, public and private, of the 
country. Engagements with regular British men-of- 
war were exceptional and commonly accidental. 

Hie futility of commerce destroying as a mHitary 
measure of first importance has been pointed out 
by naval authorities. " It is doubtless a most im- 
portant secondary operation of naval war, and is 
not likely to be abandoned till war itself shall cease ; 
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but r^arded as a primaiy and fandamental meas- 
ure, sufBoient in itself to cmsli an enemy, it is 
probably a delusion." ' The injury inflicted upon 
England, thougb large in the aggregate, was not 
disabling. Part of this predatory warfare consisted 
in tbe intetceptioii of the enemy's transports, oon< 
▼eying tioope and warlike supplies, which were a 
godsend to onr army and the loss of which was 
severely felt by the British ; this perhaps was of too 
nearly a military natore to be classed as ordinary 
oommerce destroying. During the early years of 
the war especially, suoh captures were <^ the at^ 
most value to the American cause. 

There were probably more than two thousand 
American vessels employed in privateering during 
the Revolution.^ Privateers accomplished much in- 
dependently in scouring ihs sea, but were ill adapted 
for cruising in squadrons and failed in nearly all 
attempts at cooperation with regular ships or with 
each other. - One half the men, money, ajid energy 
absorbed in privateering, if it could have been put 
into a strong, well-organized Continental navy, 
would have provided a force able to act offensively 
against the British navy to some purpose. The 
other half, devoted to privateering, would have been 
able to accomplish more in destroying oommerce 
than all the {sivateers actually did, and would have 

1 Uaian, 589. See ilw Pne. U. S. Nawd Iiul., zdu (1897), 
472. 
' See abore, pp. 46, 47. 
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suffered fewer lomes, becstue of tiw protection af- 
forded by a strong, regular bktj against Britisli 
oraiaers. Specnlating as to wfaat might have been 
haa a piactioal interest and Talne when a choice of 
altematiTes depends npon an actndent or train of 
drcumstances which mi^t have happened otfaer- 
wiae. In (be case under discussion, however, the 
fnndaniental conditions were snch as to pat any 
soch rearrangement of naval power as that sng- 
geeted so entirely oat of the qaestiott that there re- 
mains no room for r^ret on the score of mistakes 
which could hare been rectified. It is necessary to 
look at the events of the past from the point of 
view of the time and the persons oonoemed. In this 
case the temperament of the people, private inters 
ests, the sentiment of local independence and fear 
of centralized military power, the lack of authority 
on the part of Congress, the hopelessness of raising 
the necessary money, are at once evident to the 
student of this period of our history. Frirateeiii^, 
moreover, was thoroughly believed in as a means 
of striking at the enemy's vitals. Under the cir- 
oumstances, therefore, it is obvious that a small, 
weak navy was one of the necessary conditions of 
the war and that a vigorous offense upon the sea 
was not in the nature of things. 

When it is once admitted that an ^^ressive 
policy, aimed at the BritiBb fleets in American 
waters with any reasonable chance of guning naval 
Bopremacy, was not to be eq)eoted, we are better 
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prepared to nnderstand and to accept philosophio- 
ally the gradual dwindling of the ContiBental navy, 
always in tlie presence of a superior ftmse, the Iobb 
of ship after ship, the almost inevitable recurrence 
of dlBOBter ; a dismal record, to be sure, but not dis- 
creditable, and relieved by a few successes and 
brilliant episodes. At the same time we can better 
appreciate what was actually accomplished l^ the 
American marine as a wbc^, how much it really 
contributed to the cause of independence. The is- 
jury to British commerce was sufficiently serious to 
aid materially in rendering the war unpopular in 
England ; insurance rates rose to an unprecedented 
figure, and the available sources from which rev- 
) derived by taxation were nearly 
I shores of the British Isles were 
9 never before or since by the repeated 
merican naval cruisers and privateers, 
t population alarmed. An active and 
e was curied on between the TJnit«d 
States and continental Europe, providing the latter 
with American products and furnishing the new 
nation with mucb-needed money and supplies. Com- 
munication vras kept open with 'Btance, diplomatic 
corre^Kindence maintained, and public men of 
both countries crossed and recrossed the ocean re- 
peatedly, Henry Laurens being the only one of 
prominence to be captured. All this intercourse, 
moreover, prevented the isolation of America, and 
kept alive the interest and sympathy of Europe. 
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Continental afaips uded this traffic by fnmuhiag 
ooavoj throngh the danger xoite <^ the Amerioan 
coast and also by taking ao aetire part in it Haay 
a oai^ of tobacco from America and of aulitaty 
stores from France, and many ministers and dipk^ 
matio agents, were conTcy ed in Continental frigates. 

A rigorons blockade of the American coast from 
Uie b^inning of the war, as was recommended l^ 
Ixird Barrington, might have suppressed this conw 
meroe, and wonld probably have strangled the re- 
bellion of the colonists in its infancy, without the 
help of the army> If at any time dnring the early 
years the English had been alert, enterprising, and 
aggressive in the use of their great naval reeooioes, 
they should have been able to crush or at least 
greatly to cripple this traffic. Presoniably the main 
reason for its comparative immnni^ is to be sought 
in the supineness of British, admirals and in ad- 
ministrative vices of tiie Admiralty. 

Although the fortunes of oar Amerioan marine 
chiefly concern us, a glance at the gmersl naval 
war of 1778 is essential to the ctnupletenesB of the 
sabjeot. With her control of the sea threatened, 
the polity for England to adopt was a matter of 
vast importance. A iomaoit naval antiiorily has 
Biud : " The key of the situation was in Europe, and 
in Europe in the hostile doo^rarda." England's 
" one hope was to find and strike down the envoy's 

iSMBbi>Te,p. 18; alw pp. 188, 189, Wl, 384, for other pro> 
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navy. Kowlwre was it so oertainly to be fonnd as 
in its borne ports ; nowhere bo easily met as inuna- 
diately after leaving tbem." ' But the oj^rtmiity 
ires lost, and it was necessary for England to pur- 
sue her enemy to distant seas, leaving an inadequate 
force in home waters. Lnckily for England, the 
European allies failed to take advantage of her mis- 
takes. Instead of using their sup^or force for a 
vigorous offense, they seemed ever bent on a defens- 
ive attdtode; justified, perhaps, and certainly so 
from their point of view, by ulterior strategio oon- 
sideratitma. However that may be, the French and 
Spaoiah, thiou^ lack of ooopemtion, through dila- 
tory tactics, and for various reasons, either avoided 
their enemy or fuled to seize opportunities as they 
occurred. Their plane for the invasion of England 
came to nothing, and their operations in America 
and the West Indies were generally disappointing 
and abortive, because of their fulure to seek out 
and strike the enemy.' Their naval supremacy, 
therefore, was most of the time potential only, al- 
though by no means for that reason without effect. 
It finally became actual and decisive at one critical 
juncture, when a fortunate tnun of circumstances 
secured the control of Chesapeake Bay. Fortunate, 
indeed, was this event for the American cause, for 

1 Uaim, 626. For duooMiim of thii nibieot, ne 1^^ llB-418, 
S2T-636. 

' Ibid., 635-639; Proe. U. 8. Naval Lut^ nil (1606), 67Si 
Ohanning, iii, 397. 
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whom ancoeaa the temporary possession of sea power 
was indu^ieiuable. 

To revert, in oonclosion, to the maritime achieve- 
ments of the BerolntiomBta, it would appear that 
keeping open the intercourse with Continental £n- 
lope, especially France, and the diversion of sn^^es 
from the British to the American army, were the 
most valuable serrioes performed by the American 
armed fbtoes afloat, public and private, during the 
war ; the injury done to the British navy b^ng almost 
n^li^ble, and to British commerce far from dis- 
abling, to say the least, although not without effect 
in tlw general result. It is certain that the Bevolu- 
tion would have failed without its sulors. In spite of 
its shortcomings, the record of the Amerioan ma- 
rine during this critical period was an honorable one. 
Many ofBcers, tbiough the ezperi^ice of naval war^ 
fare acquired cm board regular cmiaers and priva- 
teers, were qualified to enter the national service a 
few years later, npcm tiie reestabliahment of t^ 
Kavy. 
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APPENDIX 

I 

SODBCES OF INFOBUATIOR 

This liat inclndes moat of the aathorities oonnilted. The 

abbrevutiaDS naed in the footnotes are here indicated. 

Other worki, cited onljr once or twice, are also referred 

to in footnotes. 

Dooumenta 

Jonm&li of the Continentkl Congress. Edited by Wor- 
thington C- Ford and Gollisrd Hont. WasUngton, 
1904.-1912. IJour. Cont. Conyr.^ 

Contwn mnch naval information. 

American Archives. Compiled hf Peter Force. Series 
IV, vols, ii to vi, and V, vols, i to iii. Washington, 
1837. lAm. Aroh., IV, ii, etc.] 

A very important sonree, containing a vast amount 
of material for the years 1775 and 1776. In tran- 
scribing documents, occasional errors have crept in. 

The BevolntJonary Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
United States. Edited by Franeis Wharton. Wash- 
ington, 1889. IWharton.'] 
Useful for operations in European waters. 

B. F. Stevens's Facsimiles of Manuscripts in European 
Arehires Relating to America, 1773-1783. London, 
1889.-1896. {SUvent.} 

Correspondence of French and British ministers 
and others relating to nentnli^, Americui naval 
emisera and privateers, etc. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



872 APPENDIX 

Extnets Relating to the Origin of tJie American TStmj. 
Compiled br Henry K Wiute. Bocton, 1890. 

Boenmento and letters chiefly relating to Washing- 
ton's fle«t in Massaehosetts Bay. 

The JoomaU of Each Prorineial Congress of Massiw- 
ehoMtts in 1774 and 1776, and of the Committee of 
Safety. Boston, 1838. 

Jonmals of the Hoose of BepresentatiTes of Massachn- 
satts, 1776-1783. Contemporary print 

The Acta and Resolves, Pablic and Frivste, of the Prov- 
ince of the Massaehosetts Bay. Vol t. Boston, 1886. 

Acts and Besolves of MaasachoBetts, 1780-1783. Bos- 
ton, 1890. 

Beoords of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providenoe 
Plantations. Proridenoe, 1856-1866. 

Public Records of the Cohmy of Connecticnt. Har^ 
ford, 1890. 

Public Records of the State of ConnecUcat. Hartford, 
1894. 

Jonmals of the Provincial Congress, FroTiDcial Cod- 
rention, Committee of Safety and Connoil of Safe^ 
of the State of New York. Albany, 1842. 

Fennsylvania Archives, Second Series. Vol. i. Harris- 
burg, 1874. 

Pennsylvania Colonial Records. Philadelphia, 1862. 

Maryland Archives. Baltimore, 1883-1901. 

The Remembrancer, or ImparUal Repository of Pablic 

Events. [Annoal. Edited by J. Almon.} London, 

1776-1783. [Jtewn.] 

Contains many ofBcial reports and letters ; a very 

nsefnl source. 

A History of All the Engagements by Sea and Land 
that happened in America and Enrope and the East 
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snd West lodies during the Amerieftn Berolatioii. 
Manchester, 1787. 

Made up chiefly of reports of British officers. 

ffistorioBl Manuscripts Commission. Fonrtoentli Re- 
port, Appendix I, Doke of Bntland. 1894. Amei^ 
iean Mannscripta in the Boyal Institation. VoL i. 
1904. Varioos Collections. Vol. ri. 1909. Maon- 
Bcripts of Mrs. Stopford-Sackrille. VoL u. 1910. 

[Hitt. Man. Com,'] 
These British collectjoni of mannscripts, printed 
in recent years, contun many references to American 
naval afbun. 

A Calendar of J<^ Paol Jones Mannscripts in the 
library of Congress. Compiled by Charles Henry 
lincoln. Waahingtou, 1903. 

Fall ontUne of letters, with extracts. 

Calendar of the Correapondenoe of George Washing- 
ton. Prepared from the Original Manuscripts in the 
library of Congress by John C. Fitzpatrick. Wash- 
ington, 1906. 

Naval Becords <^ the American Berolntion [Calendar], 
^prepBred from the Originals in the Library of Con- 
gress by Charles Henry Lincoln. Washington, 1906. 
Contains a list of nearly 1700 letters of marqne 
issoed by Congress, ^ring the name of each vessel, 
with other information. These calendars, as an ud 
in eonsnlting the manoscripts in the Library of Con- 
gress, are indispensable. 

Hittories 
Narrative and Critical History of America. Edited by 
JnatinmBBor. Vols, ri and viL Boston, 1887, 1888. 
[Narr. and Crit. Mitt.} 
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Containa an eztenaiTe bibliography, with critksl 
diicaBBioii of kothoritieB. 
The American NaticHi. Edited by Albert BaahDell 
H&rL ToL ix. The American Berolntion. By C H. 
VanTyne. Hew York, 1906. 
A History o{ the United StatM. By Edward Channing. 
ToL iii The American Berolntion. New York, 
1912. [O&MTOtny.j 

Containa the results of the latest researches in the 
Bevolntionary period. 
SUtisdeal History of the Nary of the United States. 
By lientenant George F. Emmons, U.S.N. Wash- 
ington, 18S3. 

lists of Continental navy, of eaptares, and of 
privateers. 
A Contribution to the Bibliography of the History of 
the United States Xavy. Compiled by Charles T. 
Harbeck. The Biverside Press, 1906. 
Statistical and Chronologioal History of the United 
States Navy. 1775-1907. By Bobert Wilden Neeser. 
New York, 1909. [JVaeso-.] 

Contains a moat ezhaostiTO bibliography and lists 
of captures. 
Naval History of the United States. By Thomas Clark. 
Philadelphia, 1814. [^/ar)b.] 

The anthor derived some of his tnformatioa directly 
from actors in the scenes described. 
United States Naval Chronicle. By Charles W. Goldt- 
borongh. Washington, 1824. 

Gives lists of officers and other data. 
Battles of the United States by Sea and Land. By 
Henry B. Dawson. New York, 1868. [J9at0S<m.J 
Official reports and very copioos references. 
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Hutoi7 ot tlie Navy of the United States of America. 

B7 J. Fenimore Cooper. London, 1839. 
Pictorial Field Book of the BeTolntion. By Benson J. 

LoBstng. New Tork, 1850. 
The Navy of [the American BcTotntion. By Charlee 

Oacar Fanllin. Chie^o, 1906. IFavUin.} 

Gives an exceedin^y ralnable aoeoont of the or- 

ganiiation and administration of tlie Continental navy 

and of the state navies, with full references. It con- 

t^ns a vast amonnt of information hitlierto practically 

inaccessible and ia indispenaable for tihe stndent of 

tins snbject. 
IHploniatic N^otiations of American Naval OfBoere. 

Bj Charles Oscar Paomn. Baltimore, 1912. 
The Influence <rf Sea Power npon History. By Captain 

A, T. Mahan, U.S.N. Boaton, 1890. [Jifa/ian.] 

Naval Strategy. By Captun A. T. Mahan, U.S.N. 

Boston, 1911. 
The Annual Register. London, 1775-1783. 
The First American Civil War. By Henry Belcher. 

London, 1911. IBele/tar.'] 

— En^and nnder the Hanoverians. By O. Grant Robert- ' 

■on. New Yoik, 1911. 
Naval Chronology. By Isaac Schomberg, R.N. Lon- 
don, 1802. (jSehmAerg.'} 
Gives valnable statistics. 
"- Naval and Military Memoirs of Great Britain. By 

Robert Beatson. London, 1804. 
Navsl Battles of Great Britain. By Charles Ekins, Rear 

Admiral. London, 1828. 
Batties of the British Navy. By Joseph Allen, R.N. 

London, 1868. 
' The Royal Navy. By William Lurd Clowes. Chapter 
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zzxi. Bf A. T. Ibhwi. Cbaptm zxziL B7 H. W. 

VHrnm. Borton and London, 1898. [Cfower.] 

_A Short Hubny of the Bojsl JStJj. By Dand Han- 

uy. Londmi, 1909. {StumayJ] 

&Tm mneh infomiadon respeetmg Britiah lUTal 
Kdndnifltratioii and eondhuMu in the iutj. 
FnUieatioiia of the Nar^ BeeovdA Sode^. VoL iii, 
Hood'a Lettera. T(d. n, Jonmal of BeaoAdminl 
iTamni VoI>> ^^^ and zxxr, Instroctiana and Sk~ 
nab. By J. S. Covbett Vcis. xcdi and xzxriii, Bof^ 
ham Papen. London, 1895-1911. ^Hav. Bee, SoeJ] 

TheM vohunea eontain draeh original material of 

great Talne. 

ffirtmre de la Uarine Fnnfaise pendant la Gnem de 

I'Indrfpendanee Am^rieaine. Par £. Cheralier. Buie, 

1877. [C7A»M/ur.] 

Contains extraets fram official lettera and ahipa' 



ffistoire de la partiapadon de la France k V Aablisi^ 

ment dee ^tatft-TTnia d'Am&iipie. Par Henri DonioL 

Parii, 1886. [Datiol.'] 

EVanklin in Franee. By Edward Everett Hale and E. E. 

Hale, Jr. Boaton, 1887. [ffaU.] 

A ffiatory «f American Privateen. By Edgax Stanton 

Haelay. Mew York, 1899. 
Bhode laUnd Prirat«ers and Frirateeramen. By W. P. 

Sheffield. Newport, 1883. 
Hiafa»y of the liverpod PtiTateen. By Gomer Wil- 

liama. liverpod, 1897. [WilHanu.'] 

Contuna lettere and extracts from coutempcoaiy 

newapaperg. 
Economic and Sooal History of New England. By WU- 

liam B. Weeden. Boaton, 1890. 
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BeTolntkmaiy Ineidenta of Saffolk and Kii^ Counties 
with an Aocoant of the British FriBona and Prison- 
Ships at New York. By Heniy Onderdonk, Jr. New 
York, 1849. [^Onderdmk.} 

Contains extracts from contemporary letters and 
newspapers. 

ManyTB to the Bevolntion in the British Prison-Ships in 
the Wallabont Bay. [By GJeorge Taylor]. New York, 
1856. 

Some Aeconnt of the Capture of the Ship Aurora. By 
Philip Preneau. New York, 1899. 

History of Castine, Penobscot, etc By Gieorge Angnstna 

Wheeler. Bangor, 1875. [Wheeler.^ 

Dooomeiits relating to the Fenobacot Expedition. 

Detail of Some Fardcolar Services performed in Amei^ 
ica, 1776-1779, compiled from joamab kept aboard 
the Ship Bainbow. BylthielTown. New York, 1835. 

Biographiet 
Writings of Geoi^ Washington. Collected and Edited 

l^ Worthiugton Chauooey Ford. New York, 1889. 
[ WoMhington.^ 
The Works of John Adanu. By Charles Francia Adams. 

Boston, 1853. £Adam».;\ 

The Writings of Benjamin Franklin. Edited by Albert 

Henry Smyth. New York, 1906. 
Writings of Thomas Jefferson. Collected and Edited by 

Paul LeioeatorFord. New York, 1892. [Jefwstm.] 
Life and Correspondence of John Pad Jonea. [By 

R. Sands.] New York, 1830. [Sands.-] 

Life and Character of John Paul Jonea. By John Henry 

Sherburne. New York, 1861. [iSA«rftume.] 

These two books contain many of Jones's letters. 
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The Life of Pwil Jones. B7 Alexander Slidell Mm- 
kenzie, TT.S.N. New York, 1846. IMaekmxie.'] 

MAnoire de Faol Jonet, Merita p&r lni-m6me en anglais 
et tradoits sons ses y enx par le oitoyen Andr& Paris, 
1798. 

Fanl Jones, Foander of the American Nary. B7 Ao- 
gagbaa C. Bnell. New York, 1900. 

Mentioned only for the purpose of warning the 
reader of naval history against it aa a fabrication. 
Uade ap la^ly of sporioas docoments isgenioosly 
concocted by the author, it has deceived many, al- 
though often exposed by rariooa inreedgators. 

FnUieationi of the Naval History Some^. Vol. L llw 
liogt of the Serapis, Alliance, Ariel nnder the C!om- 
mand of Joba Faol Jones. Edited by John S. Barnes. 
New York, 1911. 

Contains biographieal matter. The Society's second 
▼olnme (1912), nnder the same editorship, is a reprint 
of the life of Nathaniel Fanning, listed below. VoL 
iii, now in press (December, 1912), is The Despatches 
of Molynenx Sholdham, Vice-Admiral of &e Bine 
and Commander-in-Chief of His Britannic Majesty's 
Ships in North America, Jannary-July, 1776. Edited 
by Robert W. Keeser. New York, 1913. 

Hemoirs of the life of Captain Nathaniel Fanning, an 
American Naval Officer. New York, 1808. 

[^Fiinning.'} 

Esek Hopkins, Commander-in-Ctuef of the Continental 
Navy. By Edward FieU. Providence, 1898. 

^Sophifu.'] 

Commodore John Bany. By Martin I. J. Griffin. Phih^ 
delphia, 1903. [Sarry.] 

The Life of Sunnel Taeker, Commodore in the Ameri- 
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flan BeTfdntioii. Bjr J<^ H. SheppanL Bocton, 
1868. [2WW.] 

life of Silas Talbot B7 Henrj T. Tnekennaii. New 
Totk, 1850. ITalbot.'] 

An Hisbmcal Sketch to the End of tlw BeriJntionai; 
Wu of the I^e of Silas Talbot New York, 1803. 

PabliBhed the same year in London nnder a differ- 
ent title. 

life <>t Capfaun Jeremiah O'Brien. E^ Bev. Andmw U. 
Sherman. [Horristown], 1902. [O'jSWm.] 

Kographieal Memoir of Ute late Commodore Joshna 
Barney. Bjr Mary Barney. Boston, 1832. [^nwy.] 

Uoeea Brown, Capbun, U.S.N. By Edgar Stanton Mao- 
lay. New York, 1904. 

The Adventorea of Ebeneser Fox in the Berolnticoiary 
War. Boston, 1847. [^(».] 

Memoirs of Andrew Sherborne, a Pensioner of the Navy 
of the Revolution. By Himself. Froridence, 1831. 
[^A. SherbwneJ] 

The Old Jersey C^tire, or a Narrative of the Captivity 
of ThMnaa Andros. Bortoo, 1833. \_Andros.^ 

The Prisonras of 1776. A Belie of the Berolotion. By 
BoT. B. IJveeey. Compiled from the Journal of 
Charles Herbert Boston, 1854. [Ztveaey.] 

C^ttain Thomas Dring. Becolleotiona of Jersey Prison- 
Ship. Morrisania, 1865. 

Narrative of Joshua Davis. Boston, 1811. \_DavU.'} 

Tha Original Jonrnal of General Solomon Lorell, kept 
during the Penobscot Expeditaoc, 1779. PnUished hj 
the Weymonth Historical Sodetyi 1881. 

EKary of Eera Green, M.D., Snrgeon on board the Con* 
tinental Ship-of-Ww Banger. Edited by Commodore 
G. H. Preble, U-S-N. Boston, 1876. 
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BejoiDted from the New Engknd Hutorieal utd 
Geneftlogicftl Begister. 
Colonel William Bntdford, the Patriot Printer <A 1776. 
B7 John William WaUue. Philadelphia, 1884. 

Correapondenoe and JonmaLi of Samael Blachle^ Webb. 

Edited by Worthington C. Ford. New York, 1893. 
Letten from Sir George Brydgee, now Lord Bodney, to 

Hia Majeetr'a Ministers. London, 1789. 

Periodioals 

(Some of the more notable artieleB are mentioned.) 

Colleetions and Proceedings of the Maine Historical 

Society. 
Proceedings of the Massaeluuetts Historical Society. 
Pnblications of the lUiode Island Historieal Society. 
Jannary, 1901. Papen of William Temon and the 
Navy Board. 
Bhode Island Historical M^arine. 

July, 1885— Janoaiy, 1887. Joomal of John Tm- 
▼ett, U.S.N. 
Historical Collections of the Essex Institate. 

January, 1909. The Nanl Career of Captain J<Jm 
Maiiley;of Marblehead. By Bobert E. Peabody. 

January-October, 1909. Records of the Tiee-Ad- 
miralty Court at Halifax, N. S. 
Records and Pq»ers of the New London County ffi^ 

torical Socie^. 
New Enghuid Historical and Genealc^cal Begister, 
New Hampshire Genealt^cal Record. 
Collections of tlie New York Historical Society. 
New Tork Genealogical and Biographical Record. 
PMmsylTsnia Magarine of History and Bic^p^phy. 
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Virginia Historicsl Beguter. 

VirginU M^iasine of History snd Biography. 

South Carolina Hiatorical and Genealogical M^^asine. 

The American Historical Review. 

Jnlf , 1903. St EnatatiDa in the Amerioan Bertte- 
tion. By J. Franklin Jameson. 

Octob^, 1904. Nova Seotia and New £iig^d dnr- 
ing the BoTotntion. By Emily P. Weaver. 
Historical Magazine. 
American Historical Record. 
Magaxine of American History. 
Miq^ne of Hishffy. 
American Catholic Historical Researches. 
Military and Naval Magazine of the United States, 

183a-1836. 
Naval Maganne, 1S36. 
United States Naval Insldttite Proceedings. 

No. 79 (1896). Hove and D'Estaing. A Stndy 
in Coast Defense. By Commander C. F. Goodrich, 
U.S.N. 

No. 83 (1897). The Sailor in the Bevolation. By 
Commander C. F. Goodrich, U.S.N. 

No. 99 (1901). llie Coast in Warfare. By lien- 
tenant^Commaiider J. H. Sears, U.SJf. 

No. 126 (1908). T\m Trae Story <d the America. 
By Robert W. Neeser. 

No. 139 (1911). American Privateers at Dankerqne. 
By Henri Male. Translated by Stewart L. Mims. 
The United Service. 

July, 1895. Letters of Paul Jones. 
October, 1906. Campmgn of Tice-Admiial IVEs- 
bung. By G. Laconr-Gayet. Translated by Chaplain 
T. G. Steward, U.S.A. 
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The earlier numbers of this m^ptrine eontun aer- 
-eral bit^raphical sketches of narsl officers. 
The Fort Folio. 

Biographical sketches of naTsl officers. 
Soathem Literary Messenger. 

Jsmmry — April, 1857. The Vir^ia Nary of th« 
Bevolntion. 
Hont's Merchants' Magarine. 
Atlantic Monthly. 

September and October, 1861. Journal of a Piivi^ 
teeraman, 1741. [Edited by Charks Eliot Nortw.] 

December, 1887. Fanl Jones and the Armed Keo- 
trali^. By John Fiske. 
^le Centnry Magazine. 
New England Magazine. 
Scribner's Magazine. 

Febmary, July, and Angnst, 189S. Articles by C^»- 
tain Mahtui on Lake Champlain and John Fanl Jones. 
Granite McmtMy. 

1881 and 1882. Log of the Banger. 
The Ontlook. 

January 3, 1903. James Barnes on Conyngfasm's 
Lost Commission. 
Massachnsetts Maganne. 

1908-1912. The Bbssachiuetts Navy. By F. A. 
Gardner. 



The Boston Gazette and Coontry Jonmal (Watertown 
and Boston). 

The Ner En^and Chronicle ; name changed in Septem- 
ber, 1776, to Independent Chronicle (Cambri^^e and 
Boston; bad fomerly been the Essex Gasette of 
Satetn). 
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llie Continentat Jonrnal and Weekly Advertiser (Bos- 
ton). 

The Independent Ledg;er and AmencKQ Advertiser 
(BoBton). 

The ETening Post and General Adrertieer (Boston). 

Ilie MaasachusattB Spy, or American Oracle of liberty 
(Worcester). 

The Salem Gazette. 

The Connecldcat Coarant and Hartford Weddy Zntelli- 
geneer. 

Tlie Connectioat Gaiatte and UniverMl Litelligencer 
(New London). 

The Royal GaEette (New York). 

The Boyal American Gazette (New York). 

The New York Packet and American AdrertiBer (Fisb- 
kill). 

The FeonsylTania Gazette. 

Doulap's FeniuylTaiua Packet, or tlie Ge&eral Adver- 

The PennsylTama Evening Poet. 

The Freeman's Journal, or North American btelligencer 

(Philadelphia). 
The Maryland Joamal and Baltimore Advertiser. 
The London Chronicle. 
Lloyd's Evening Post and British Ghroaiele (London). 

Manuxcript Soureea 
Navy Department, All the following are copies : Log- 
books and jonmals of the Banger, November 26, 1777, 
to Ma7 18, 1778 ; of the Bouhomme Bichard, May 8 
to September 24, 1779 ; of the Serapia, September 26 
to November 21, 1779 ; of the Alliance, November 
22, 1779, to Jmie 12, 1780 ; of the Ariel, Jnne 16 to 
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Oetaber 14,1780; of the Sooth CwoliiiB, Angnit 4, 
1781, to Mk7 21, 1782 ; and of the letter of muqne 
>hip Queen of France, Angoit 20 to September 9, 
17S2. Letter-book of John Fanl Jonee, March, 1778, 
to Jnlj, 1779. MiecelLuieoiu materUl, indadbg the 
«onrt martial of Captain Fearaon and lettan of Ad- 
miral Bodnej (1780) crilieizing Admiral ArbnthnoL 

library of Congreaa. Papere of the Continental Congreaa, 
containing moch eorreqiondenee relating to naval 
affairs, report! of cttieon, etc. Marine Committee Letter- 
Book, containing the inrtrDntioni of the Marine Com- 
mittee and Board of Admiralty to offlcen of the navy, 
letters to the navy boards, etc. Letteis to Washington 
relating to naval affairs. John Fanl Jones manuscripts 
in eleven volumes. Miscellaneoos papers, including a 
list of offlcen in the Continental nary and marine corps. 
This material in the library of Congress is of the 
otmost importance and is described more in detail in 
the bibliography of Fanllin's Jfavp of the Ameriean 
Sevolutian. The Library has also acquired transcripts 
of the Admiralty Becords in the British Archives. 

Massachnsette State Library, Archives Division. Becorda 
of the Great and General Conrt, be^nning July 26, 
1776. Records of the Honorable the Coim<^ Massa- 
chusetts Archives and Bavolntionary Bolls Collection. 
In volomes r to ix, xxviii, xzxvii to xl, xliv. xlv, lii, 
liii, •f-*'""-*, cxlv, czlviii to diii, dvii, dviii, olix, clxiv 
to clxxii a la^e amoont of information will be found, 
indudiDg bonds and commissions of privateers, eorre- 
spandence about prisoners, prize cases, letters, orders 
and minutes of the Board of War, reports of officers 
of the state nftvy, rolls, documents relating to the 
Penobscot Expedition, and miscellaneous papers. 
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MasaMbiuatts Hiibmcal Society. Papers ol Colonel 
Timothy Pickering. Papers of Grovemor Trumbull of 
Cotuieeticat Pi^rs of Oliver Wolcott of Conaeeticnt 

£Bsex InslJtnte. Migcellftneoiu papers. Most letters of 
interest bavo been printed in tbe society's collections. 

Huvard Collie Library, Sparks Papers. Artbnr Lee 
Papers. Commodore Tacker Papers. Miscellaneous 
papers, including Luther little's narrative of tbe bat- 
tle between tho Protector and tbe Admiral Duff. 

Private CollectionB. Papers of Jobn Adams, deporated 
in tbe library of the Uassacbnsetts Historical Sooety, 
examined tbrangb tbe comrtesy of Charles Francis 
Adams, Esq. Copies of four letters kindly fnmisbed 
by Charles T. Harbeck, Esq., viz. : Hopkins's suling 
orders to hie captains, dated Febmary 14, 1776, two 
letters of tbe Muine Committee, and a Jones letter 
of Kovember 1, 1776. James Barnes, Esq., kindly 
sent a copy of a letter of William Bingham to Captun 
Conyngham. The Log of iJie Banger (August 24, . 
1778, to May 10, 1780) was sold by tbe estate of E. 
P. Jewell, Esq., in April, 1910, and an opportoni^ to 
oopy extracts from it was obtained. Hiis log, down 
to March 2, 1779, was published in the Granite 
Monthly. 

Archives de la Marine anx Archives Nationales it Paris. 
Campi^es ; Pays Etiangers, Commerce et Consolats ; 
Travail du Boi et dn Ministre ; Ordres et D^p§ches ; 

Britash Archives. Pnhlic Becord (Mce. Admiralty Bec- 
ords : Admirals' Despatehes, Captains' Letters, Con- 
suls' Letters, Courts Martial, Captains' and Masters' 
Logs. IVansoripts of the British Admiralty Beoords 
and of the French papers from the Archives de la 
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Marine indbpennble for • «oinpnli«iiriTe ttadj of 
Berolatioiiarf utkI hiatoiy, wore rarj kindly for- 
niBlwd by Robert W. Nmmt, Esq. Coitomi Hoose : 
Minntei of the ScottiBb Boud of Ciutoma ; Irub Min- 
ute Books; Wbitebkven Cnetoma Letter-Book. Dr. 
Charles 0. FMillin kindly allowed the ose of his trmiv 
■eripte of these Coatom Hoose papen. 
In quoting from docomeuts, newspapers, manuser^its, 
ete.) pains have been taken to avoid changes from the 
M^inal exeept in ponetiiatian, which baa been ameoded 
whoi ao d<ung has seemed sessntial to eleanmw. 

n 

BULEB FOB THB BXQULATIOK OF THE NATT OF 
THE UNTIED COLONIEB 

The Commanders of all shipa and vessels belonging 
to the thirteen United Colonies are strietly required to 
shew in theniselvae a good example of honor and virtue 
to tbmr officers and men, and to be very vigilant in io- 
■pecting the behaviour of all snob as are mider them, 
and to diseouutenanee and suppreu all dissolute, im- 
moral, and disorderly practices, and also such as are 
eontiaiy to the rules of diacipline and obedience, and 
to correct those who are gnil^ of the same, aceording 
to the usage of the sea. 

The Gommanderg of the ships of the thirteen United 
Col<»iies are to take caie that divine service be per- 
formed twice a day on board, and a sermon preached 
on Sundays, unless bad weatbar or other extraordinary 
actudents prevent it. 

If any shall be heard to swear, euise, or blaspheme 
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the nune of God, the Commander u atrictly enjoined 
to paoish them for every offense by canung them to 
v«ar a wooden collar, or some other shamefiil badge of 
difltinotion, for so long time ai he shall jndge proper. 
If he be a eommisrioned officer, he shall forfeit one 
sfaiUing for each t^ense, and a warrant or inferior of- 
ficer HX pence. He who is guilty of dmnkenneaa, if a 
seaman, shall be pnt in irons nntil he ia sober, bnt if an 
officer, he shall forfeit two days' pay. 

No Commander shall inflict any pnnighment npon a 
seanum b^ond twelve lashes npon his bare back with a 
cat of nine tails; if the fanlt shim deserve a greater 
panishment, be is to apply to the Commander in chief 
of the Navy, in order to the ttying of him by a oonrt- 
mardal, and in the mean time he may pot him under 
eonfinement. 

The Commander is never by his own anthori^ to 
discharge a eommiauon or warrant <^cer, nor to pon- 
ish or strike bim, bat he may suspend or confine them, 
and when he come* in the way of a Commander in 
ehief, apply to him for holding a conrt-martiaL 

The Officer who commands by accident of the Cap- 
t^n's or eommander's absence (unless he be absent for 
• time t^ leave) shall not wder any ewrection but con- 
finement, and upon the captain's retom on board ha 
ehall then give an aeeonnt of his reasons for so doing. 

The Captain is to eanae the articles of war to be hong 
np in some pnUic places of the ship, and read to the 
ship's company once a month. 

Whenever a Captiun shall inlist a seaman, he shall 
take care to enter on hii books the time and terms of 
his entering, in order to his being jasdy paid. 

The Captain shall, before be sails, make retnm to, 
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and lears irith the Congren, or loch penon or perBou 
u the CongTMa Hail appoint for that pnrpow, a com- 
pleat list of all his officers and men, with the lime and 
tenna of their entering; and dnring hii emiae shall 
keep a tme aocotmt (tf tho deaertion or daalli of any 
of them, and of the entering of others, and after hk 
cruize and before any of tiiem are paid off, he shall 
make retom of a compleat list of the same, iaelnding 
those who shall renuun on board his ship. 

The men shall, at their request, be foinisbed widi 
dope that are necessary by the Captun or parser, irtto 
shall keep an aceonnt of the same, and the Capttun, in 
hia retom in the laat mentioned article directed to bo 
made, shall mention the amoont delirered to each man, 
in order to its being stopped ont of hia pay. 

As to the term "inferior CMBcer," the Captain is to 
take notioa tiiat the same does not include any oommia- 
sion or any waramnt officer, except the second master, 
snrgeon's mate, cook, armourer, gan^mith, master at 
arms and sail maker. 

The Captain is to take oare when any inferior officers 
or Tohtttteer seamen are tamed over into the ship under 
Ids eommand from any other ship, not to rate them on 
tiie sh^'s books in a wrase quali^, or lover degree or 
station, than they served in the ship th^ were removed 
from ; and for his gtddance he is to demand from the 
commander of the ship from iritioh they are tamed 
over, a list, nnder his hand, of their names and qnalitiea. 

Any oBictn, seaman, or others, indtled to wages or 
prize money, may have the same paid to his assignee, 
provided the asugnment be attested by the Captun or 
Commander, the master or purser of the ship, or a chief 
magistrate of some county or corporation. 
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Hie Captun is to diBOoimge the sesmen of his ship 
from selHng any part of ibeii wages or shares, and 
never to attest the letter of attorney of any seaman, 
until he is fully satisfied that the same is not granted in 
consideraUon of money given for the pniehase of his 
wages or shares. 

When an inferior ofBcsr or seaman dies, the Captain 
is forthwith to make ont a ticket for the time of his 
service, and to send the same by the first safe oonvey- 
anea to the Congress, or agents by them for that pnr* 
pose appdnted, in order to the wages being forthwith 
pud to the executors or administrators of the deceased. 

A convenient place shall be set apart for sick or hnrt 
men, to which they are to be removed, with their ham- 
mocks and bedding, when the snrgeon shall advise the 
same to be necessary, and some of the crew shall be ap- 
pointed to attend and serve them, and to keep the place 

The cooper shall m^e buckets with covers and 
cradles if necessary, for their ose. 

All ships furnished with fishing tackle, being in such 
places where fish is to be had, the captain is to employ 
some of the company in fishing ; the fish to be distn- 
bnted duly to sneh persons as are sick or upon recov- 
ery, provided the soigeon rectonmend it, and the snr- 
pins by tarns amongst the messes of the officers and 
seamen without favour or partiality and gratis, without 
any deduction of their allowance of provisions on that 
account- 
It is left to the discretion of Commanders of squads 
rons to shorton the allowance of provisiouB according to 
the exigencies of the service, taking care that the men 
be punotoaUy paid for the same. 
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The like power U g^ren to Capteina of lingle ihipi 
in ease* of absolato neceasity. 

If tltere ■hoold be & wtmt of paA, the C»ptaui ie to 
order three ponnde of beef to be isnied to the men, in 
Utti of two ponnda of pork. 

One day in erery week shall be iwoed ont a propor- 
tion of flonr and nut, in lien of beef, for the ■eamen, 
but this is not to extend beyond four montlia' notoalling 
at one time, nor ahall the pnnw reemre any allowane* 
for flour or mut kept longer on board than that time, 
and diere shall be nipplied, once a year, a proportion 
of eanTsa for padding-baga, after the rate of one ell 
for erery Mxteen men. 

If any ahipe of the thirteen United Coloniea ahall 
happen to come into port in want of proriaiona, the wa^ 
rant of a Commander in chief ahall be snfiicient to the 
Agent or other inatmment of the Yiotnalling, to anpply 
the qnantity wanted, and in argent caaee, where delay 
may be hortfnl, the warrant of the Captun of the ahip 
ahaU be of eqoal effect. 

The Captain ia freqnentiy to order the proper ofDeera 
to inspect into tiie condition of the provisions, and if the 
bread prores damp, to hare it aired npon the quarter 
deck or poop, and also examine the flesh caaka, and if 
any of the pickle be leaked ont, to have new made and 
pot in, and the casks made tight and aeenre. 

Hie Ciqitun w parser ahall secure the eloatlts, bed- 
ding, and other things of such persons aa shall die or be 
killed, to be ddivered to their execntors or adminiatra' 
ton. 

All papers, charter parties, bills of lading, pasaporta, 
and other writings whatsoever, fonnd on board any ship 
or shipe, which shall be taken, shall be carefnlly pre- 
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Barred, and the origmBls wnt to the etnut of Juatiee for 
maritime affairs, appointed or to be appconted bjr the 
leg^Blatnres in the respeoliTe (»donies, for jadging con- 
eeming such prize or prizes ; and if any person <a pap- 
sou shall wilfnUj or negligently destroy or suffer to be 
destroyed, any soch paper or papers, he or they so of- 
fending shall forfeit their share of soeh prise or prizes, 
and Buifar snch other panishment at timj shall be jndged 
by a coort-martial to deserve. 

If any person or persons shall embezzle, steal or take 
away any cables, anchors, sails, or any of the ship's fnr- 
nitore, or any of the povder, anna, ammunition, or pro- 
iFisiona of any ship belonging to the lliirteen United 
Colonies, he or they shi^ suffer ench punishment as a 
oourt^nartial shall order. 

Wben in sight of a ship or ahipa of Uie enemy, and at 
sneh other times as may appear to make it necessary to 
prepare for an engagement, the Captain shall order all 
tlungs in his ship in a proper postare for fight, and 
shall, in his own person and according to bis dn^, heart 
on and encourage the inferior officers and men to Agbt 
ooorageoiuly, and not to behave themselves faintly or 
cry for qnarters, on pain of such punishment as the of' 
fence shall appear to deserve for his n^lect 

Any Captain or other officer, mariner, or others, who ^ 
shaD basely desert their doty or station in the ship and 
nm away while the enenoy is in sight, or, in time of 
action, or shall entice others to do so, shall suffer death, 
or anch other pnnishment as a court-martial shall in- 
flict. 

Any officer, seaman, or marine, who shall begin, ex- 
ate, canse, <a join in any mntiny or sedition in the ship 
to which he belongs, on any pretence whatsoever, ahall 
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suffer dwth, or meh oUm paniahineat u a eonrt^iuulud 
ahall direcL A17 peraon in or belonging to the ehip, who 
dull nttar bi^ words of sedition and mntinf , or endeaToor 
to make an; mntinaiu assemblies on any pretence iriia^ 
■oerer, shall suffer soeh ponishment as a eonrtmartial 
shall inflict. 

None shall presume to qoarrd with or strike his 
superior officer on pain of snch poniahmant as a eonrt- 
martial aball order to be infiieted. 

If any person shall apprc^nd he has just caase of 
eomplwnt, he shall qnioUy and decently make tlie same 
known to his snperior officer, or to tJie captain, as the 
ease may require, who shall take eare that jnstice be 
done ^™- 

There shall be no quarreling or fighting between shijv 
mates on board any ship belonging to the thirteen United 
Colonies, nor shall there be used any reproachful or 
provoking speeches, tending to make qnarrels and dis- 
turbance, on pun of imprisonment and inch other 
pnnishment as a court-martial shall think proper to 
inflict 

If any person shall sleep upon his watch, or n^li- 
gently perform the dn^ which shall be enjinned him to 
do, or forsake his station, he shall suffer snch ponish- 
ment as a conrt-martial shall judge proper to inflict, ac- 
cording to the nature of hia offence. 

All murder shall be punished with death. 

All robbery and theft shall be punished at the discre- 
tion of a conrt^nartiaL 

Any master at arms who shall refuse to receive such 
prisoner or prisoners as shall be committed to his charge, 
or having received them, shall suffer him or them to 
escape, or dismiss them without orders for so dtnug. 
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■hall suffer i& his or their stead, as a courtinBrldal shall 
order and direct. 

The Captain, officers, and others (ihaD nse their nt- 
most endeaTonrs to detect, apprehend, and bring to 
poniahment, all offenders, and shall at all times readily 
assist the officers t^>pointed for that purpose in the die- 
charge of their duty, on pain of being proceeded against 
and pnnishad by a ooartmartial at discretion. 

All other faults, disorders, and misdemeanoars, which 
shall be committed on board any ship belonging to the 
thirteen United Colonies, and which are not herein men- 
tioned, shall be ponished according to the laws and cns- 
toms in such cases at sea. 

A court-martial shall consist of at least tliree Captains 
and diree first lientenanta, with three Captains and three 
first lientenants of Marines, if there shall be so many of 
the Marines then present, and the eldest Captun shall 
preride. 

All sea officers of the same denomination shall take 
rank of the officers of the Marines. 

The sentence of a coort^nartial for any capital offence, 
shall not be pnt in execution, until it be confirmed by 
the Commander in chief of the fleet ; and it shall be the 
dnty of the preudent of every conrt-marliid to transmit 
to the Commander in chief of the fleet every sentence 
iriuch shall be ^en, with a summary of the evidence 
and looceedings thereon, by the first opportunity. 

The Commander in chief of the fleet for the time 
being, shall have power to pardon and remit any sen- 
tence of death, that shall he given in consequence of any 
of the aforementiDned Articles. 

Hiere shall be allowed to each man serving on board 
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the ehipe in tlte Bervic« of the thirtMn United Coloniea, 
a duly praportdon of prorisioiu, accon^ng m is ex- 
pressed in the following table, viz. 

Sanday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes m 
tnmipB. 

Holiday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. pork, ^ pint peas and four 
<».ebee6e. 

Taesday, 1 Db. bread, 1 lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or tar- 
nips, and padding. 

Wednesday, 1 lb. bread, two oe. bnttar, foor ok. choose 
aad i pint td rice. 

Thursday, 1 ib. bread, 1 lb. pwk, and ^ pint of peas. 

Friday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or tur- 
nips, and pudding. 

Saturday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. pork, ^ pint peas and 
four oz. cheese. 

Half a pint of nun per man erery day, and diseretiiHH 
ary allowance on extra duty and in time of engagement. 

A pint and half of vinegar for six men por week. 

The pay of the officers and men [per calendar month] 
shall be as f oUovs : 

Capttun or eommander, 32 doUais 





8 


Gnimer, 


15 


Oonaer'fl mate, 


m 


Surgeon 


m 


Surgeon's mate, 


13* 




16 
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Caip«nter's mate, 


101 


Cooper, 


16 




15 




13J 


Ob»pUto, 


20 


AUoiMnwi, 


^ 


Capteiit of muiiMB, 


m 


Xieatenanta, 


IS 


8«ijo»iiU, 


8 




n 


Fitm, 


n 


Drnmmn, 


?i 


FriTftte«[of] muuMO, 


« 



nnTBDcnoira to ooiouimEBS of pbivateebs 

Continental Coagnm, Apn\ S, 1776 : 

L Too may, by force of ums, attack, rabdae and 
take all ahipa and other Teasels belai^;ing to die in- 
habitants of Qreat ^tain, on the high seaa, or between 
high water and low water marie, except ilupfl and ve^ 
■als bringing persons who intend to settle and nride in 
the United Colonies; or bringing arms, ammnnitfam, or 
war-like stores, to the said colonies, for the ow of soeh 
inhabitaate thereof as an friends to the Ameriean canse, 
irtiieh 7on shall sofCer to pass unmolested, the eonn 
manders thereof permitting a peaceable seareh and gir- 
ii^; Batisfacbw7 information of the ewitents of the ladings 
and destinations of vojrages. 

n. Ton may, by force of arms, attack, subdae and 
take all ships and other . to s bo Is whatsoever, eanying 
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Mddien, uma, gnnpowder, anuaanition, proriooas, or 
any other eontnband goods, to axtj of the Britisb wnnOT 
or sMpa of war empli^«d iguiut these eolooies. 

UL Ton shaU bring aneh afaipe and vessels, as yoa 
shall take, with thdr gons, riggmg, tackle, apparel, fn^ 
nitore, and ladings to some oonrenient port or ports of 
the United Cokmies, that proceedings may thereapon be 
had in due form, before the eonrts wMch are or shall 
be appointed to hear and determine eanses avfl and 



IV. Too, or one of jroor ehief officers, shall bring or 
send the master and pilot and one or more principal 
person or persons of the company of everf ship or Tee- 
sel by yoa taken, as soon after the eaptore as may be, 
to the jndge or judges of each court as aforesaid, to bo 
examined apoa oath, and make answer to the intern^ 
atoriee which may be propoonded, touching the intwest 
or property of the ship or vessel and her lading ; and, 
at the same time, you shall deliver, or cause to be do* 
livered to the judge or judges, all passes, sea-briefs, 
charter-partiea, bills of lading, sockets, letters and other 
documents and writings found on board, proving the 
said papers by the affidavit of yourself or of some other 
peraon present at the captnre, to be prodoeed aa they 
were recMved, witbont fraud, additioa, subductioB or 
embezElement- 

y. Tou shall keep and preserve every ship or vessel 
and cargo by you taken, until they shall, by a sentence 
of a conrt properly authorised, be adjudged lawful 
prizes ; not telling, spoiling, wasting, or diminishing the 
same, or breaking the bulk tlieieof, nor suffering any 
such thing to be done. 

YI. If yon, or any of your offleers or crew, shall, in 
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cold blood, tdll or mum, or by tortar« or ot^rwise, 
cruelly, inhnmanly, and contrary to common usage aad 
the praotace of eiyiliied nations in war, tnat any person 
or persona snrprized in the ship or vesael yoa shall take, 
the offender shall be severely ptmished. 

VII. Yon shall) by all omTenient opportonitieB, send 
to CongreBS vritten accoonts of the captures yon shall 
make, willi the number and names of the captives, 
copies of your journal from time to time, and intel- 
ligence of what may occur or be discovered eonceming 
the designs of the enemy and the desdnation, moUons 
and tqieradons of their fleets and armies. 

VIII. On&-tbtrd, at least, of your whole company 
shall be landsmen. 

IX. Ton shall not ransom any prisoners or captives, 
but shall dispose of them in such maimer as the Con- 
gress, or, if that be not sitting, in the colony whither 
they shall be brought, as the general assembly, conven- 
tion, or council, or eommittee of safety, of such colony 
shall direct. 

X. You shall observe ^ such farther instmctious as 
Congress shall hereafter give in the premises, when you 
shall have notice thereof. 

XL If you shall do anything contrary to these in- 
strnetions, or to others hereafter to be given, or willingly 
suffer snch thing to be done, yon shall not only forfeit 
your commissioii and be liable to an action for breach of 
the condition of your bond, but be responsible to the 
party grieved for damages sustained by such malveTsar 
tion. 

Additional articles, April 7, 1781 ; 

1. Yon are to pay a sacred regard to the rights of 
neutral powers and the usage and customs of civilized 
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«E auxo aaj atif* or Tawa h belongii^ to die aabjaeti «{ 
prineM or powen iu aUiaiiM with thaw Unitod States 
[with certain vxtmftiooa], . . . tmder the peine aod 

iaraed bf die Comgnaa 4rf the Umtad Statea, the ninlii 
dejr trfUay.inthe jaar4rfanr LoidonethoaaaadaeTaB 
hmdrad and aafwilj ai)^1il. 

2. Yon ihaU pennit aU naotial Teaaala bae^ to nan- 
gate on thefai|^ aaaa or eoaata of Amaries eKoept aadk 
«a are emfJoyad in earrpi^ eoMtraband gooJa or aoldieia 
to the anemiee of dwae United States. 

8. Ton ahaU not amie at o^ttore anj afEeeti bdmg- 
ing to the infa}eete vi the beUigerent poweia on boeid 



an ea»fii% to obaerne, that the term flonttaband ia 
eonfined to thoae arlieleB which are expresai; dedand 
to be Hioh in the traa^ of amitf and eoainieiee» of the 
•ixtb daf of Febmar;, 1778, between ttwae United 
Stataa and hie moat Quialaan majea^, nameljr ; anna, 
greet gone, bomba, with ttieir fnaeea and other tlunga be- 
Imiging to dieoi, eannon-baUa, gnn-powdar, matrhee, 
jnkea, eworda, laneee, epean, halberta, nMntan, petarda, 
gnnadoea, aalfrpetre, tntuketa, mneket-baU, boeUeia, 
faabueta, broaat platoe, eoata of mail, and the like kind of 
anus pnqmr for amung acddiets, miuketresta, babe, 
horaea with their famitnra, and all other warlike in- 
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A PBOCLAJCATIOK 

Wbereu Gongresa twTe received informaliini and 
MHiipUunts, " that violences have been done by American 
armed Tesselt to neotral nations, in wising sbipa belong- 
ing to their mbjecta and under thw oolonrs, and in 
making oaptores of those of the enemy irhilst under the 
protection of neutral coasts, contrary to the osi^ and 
enstom of nations " ; to tbe end that nich unjustifiable 
and [nratieal acts, which reflect dishonoor upon the na- 
tional character of these states, may be in futnre effec- 
tually prevented, the said Congress hath thought proper 
to direct, enjoin and eoniHiand, and they do hereby 
direct, enjoin and command, all captuns, commanders 
and other officers and teamen behm^ng to any Amer- 
ican armed veesels, to govern themselves strictly in all 
things agreeably to the tenor of their commissions, and 
the instmctionB and resolutions of Congress t particnlarfy 
that tbey pay a sacred regard to the rights of neatrd 
powers and the usage and enstom ot civilized natiims, 
and on no pretence whatever presume to take or seize 
any ships or vessels belonging to the stthjects of princes 
or powers in alliance with these United States, except 
tbey are employed in carrying contraband goods or 
soldiers to our enemies, and in such ease that tiiey con- 
form to the stipulations contained in treaties snbaisting 
between each princes or powers and these states ; and 
that they do not capture, sdze or plunder any ships or 
vessels of our enemies, being under the protection of 
neutral coasts, nations or princes, nnder the penalty of 
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Imng etnUSffiij panuhad UmrtSm, and »1m «rf bong 
bound to make ntiaEMtum for aU mattrai of damaga 
Mid the intereat ibanot by reponlioii, nnder the pain 
and oUigatioii of their perama and gooda. And finther, 
tiie aaid Congnas doth berebj reaolre and deelare, that 
peraona wilfiilljr offending in anj of the f oregcnng in- 
ataoees, if taJun hj anj forrign poirera in conaeqneDes 
thereof, will not be considered as having a ri^ to claim 
protedum fnm theae atntoa, but ahaU aoffer anch pan- 
i^hmfnt at by the naage and enatom of nadona mav be 
jpfHrted upon aach offenders. 

CKren in Congreet at Totk, in the atate of Penm^I- 
vania, thi« ninth day of May, Anno Domini 1778. 



TE0SBL8 IN THE COHTINEMTAI. gEKVICE 

The dates indicate the period of actire aoriee, or, 
where no serriee wu performed dnring the war, the 
date of lannehing is given. The Sempia is inclnded for 
the reaaon that ahe aerved temporarily as Commodore 
Jooea's flagilnp) raplaeing the Bonhomme Kchard. 



Cat 


ttinental iftuiy 




Altnd,24 


M, 


1775-1778 


Colnmbna, 20 


Od, 


1776-1778 


Andrew Dom,U 


krig 


1776-1777 


C>bot,U 


brig 


1775-1777 




sloop 


1776-1779 


Ho>iMt,10 


d«,p 


1776-1777 


W«p,8 


schooner 


1776-1777 
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Fly, 8 


Behooner 


1T75-1777 


Lexington, 16 


brig 


177&-1777 


Beprisal,16 


brig 


1776-1777 




brig 


1776-1777 




d«T 


1776-1778 


S«*.ni,lO 


.Wp 


1776-1777 


MMqaito, 4 


doop 


1776-1777 


Raleigh, 32 


frigate 


1777-1778 


Huioeck, 32 


frigate 


1777 


Wainn,32 


frigate 


1777-1779 


W»,Mnglon,32 


frigate 


1777 


Budolph, 32 


frigate 


1777-1778 


Pnmdenee, 28 


frigate 


1777-1780 


TmmbnU, 28 


frigate 


1777-1781 


Cenjre..,28 


frigate 


1777 


Virginia, 28 


frigate 


1777-1778 


Efflngham, 28 


frigate 


1777 


Beeton,24 


frigate 


1777-1780 




frig^e 


1777 


Delaware, 24 


frigate 


1777 


Banger, 18 


■hip 


1777-1780 




brigantuw 


1777-1778 


Surprise 


deep 


1777 




.loop 


1777 


K«p«l«,,8 


xebee 


1777 




lebee 


1777 


Indian, 40 


Mf 


1777 


Deane (later Hagne), 


32 frigate 


1777-1783 


Qneen ot Franee, 28 


frigate 


1777-1780 


Dolpbin, 10 


entter 


1777 


Snrpriao, 10 


Ingger 


1777 


Eeyuig.,14 


cotter 


1777-1779 


Alliance, 32 


frigate 


1778-1786 
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Qtienil OMn, 18 


inp 


1778-1779 




brigantine 


1778 


Pigo^S 


schooner 


1778 


Ck>niedenc7, 32 


frigate 


1779-1781 


A^ia 


■loop 


1779 


Diligent, 12 


brig 


1779 




.bip 


1779 


PJli«,32 


frigate 


1779 


C(rf,18 


ontter 


1779 


VengeuiGfl, 12 


brig 


1779 


S.»l»,44 


dnp 


1779 


Ariel, 20 


dilp 


1780-1781 


S«tog>,18 


.Up 


1780-1781 


Aiiieriea,74 


■hip of the line 1782 


Genenl Widiiiigtoii, 20 


■hip 


1782-1784 


Dne de Lftnznu, 20 


diip 


1782-1788 


Bonbon, 36 


frigate 


1783 


Padratii: — 






AftlTe 






Baltimore 






Doipatch 






EnterpriM 






Feme 






GeoriwFuket 






Horn Snake 






M«»o.j 






Fbnnii 






Waahmffttm 


• Meet, ms-me 


Hannah 




■ehoener 


Lynch 




■chooner 


Franklin 




lehoener 


Loo 




iohoener 
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HarriBon 


aehoaner 


Warren 


Bchoaner 


Waihingtaii 


brigantina 


Hancock 


acboonar 




aloop 


Goural HilBin 


loop 


IMj Waabington 


galley 


Lake CiompMl, 1778 


Enterpri.^13 


aleop 


Boyal Savaga, 12 


acheonar 




aeheoner 


Llberly.S 


aabaoner 


Nan HaTcn, 3 


gondoU 


Proyidenaa, 3 


gondola 


Boitoii,3 


gondd. 


8piUia,3 


gondob 


Philadelphia, 3 


gondoU 


Conaeeticnt, 3 


gondoU 


Jenar,3 


gondola 


New Torlt 3 


gondd. 


L.a,6 


P^ 


Tmnbnll,8 


gaUqr 


CangreaajS 


gdlq, 


Waahingt<o,8 


gallej, 


Gataa,S 


galla. 



Miaiaippi Siver, X778-1779 
Umia ihip 

Wert FtoridA sloop 

Horm KihooDflr 
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OFFICEBB IN THE CONnNENTAL KAVT AND 
HABDTE COBPS 

A list of BerolntioiuuT' offleen wta compiled in 1794. 
It ii " formed from the Minatea of the Marine Com- 
mittoe and JSxvj Boudi, and from the BoIl« of the 
eereral VeHala ; many of the Officers served only for a 
Crnize" (JfisMUntMoiMAamiZPafwra, March 18,1794, 
in the Lihnuy of Congress). A preTioiu list had been 
given ont by the Board of Admiralty in September 1781 
(Papers of the Continental Congreta, 37, 473), which 
is an incomplete register of the offiows of that date. 
The ftdlowing list has been made up from these two 
(see also FaoUin's Na^ of the Revolution, Appendix 
B). A very few unimportant attempts at emendation in 
spelling, ete., that seemed warranted by other aothority, 
have beoi made. The names of captains which are num- 
bered comprise Uioee iq^inted October 10, 1776, in 
the order of rank ; the numbered liantenants were C4Hn- 
missioned October 12, 1776. The same officers generally 
had earlier commissions, which are also indicated when 
known ; these commissions were superseded in October, 
1776. A number of other dates of commission, taken 
from the 1781 list and other sources, are slao given. 
Annexed to the mun list will be found a number of 
names, not included in either of the old lists, compris- 
ing officers commissioned in France and others (see 
JourtuiU of the Continentai Congreu, April 17, June 
6, 1776, Jnne 14, 1777, September 8, 1779 j Calendars 
of NoAial Beeordt and of Jones Papers — iadicesi 
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Ooldsborongli'i Naval ChromeU, p. 8 ; Field's Jj^ of 
Sophint, p. 186) i Bome of them wen donbtleis nerer 
regolarljr conimissioned. To make * wholl; complete and 
Rcoonto lut would be impowible. 

ootmsasnn^ natt 

Captaint and Comtnandert 
Esek Hopkins, eommander-in-ehief, Deoemlnr 22, 1T76. 

1. Jamee Niehdson, Jane 6, 1776. 

2. Jolm Mjmle^, April 17, 1776. 

3. Hector MoNeill, Jmie 16, 1776. 

4. Dadle; Saltoiutidl, December 22, 1776. 

5. NichoUa Biddle, December 22, 1775. 

6. Thomu ThompioD, June 6, 1776. 

7. John Bwry, June 6, 1776. 

8. Thomas Bead, Jane 6, 1776. 

d. Thomas Orinnell, Jane 16, 1776. 

10. GhKrlea Alexander, Jane 6, 1776. 

11. Lambert Wiekes. 

12. Abraham Whipple, Deoember 22, 1775. 

13. John Barrows Hoi^dna, Deeembw 22, 177S. 

14. John Hodge, Angnst 22, 1776. 
16. William Halloek. 

16. Hoyitod Hacker. 

17. Isaiah Bobinson. 

18. Jvha Paul Jonea. 

19. Jamea Joiiah. 

20. Eaieha Hinman, Angnst 13, 1776. 

21. Joseph Olney. 

22. James Bobinson. 

23. John Toai^. 

24. Elisha Warner. 
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J<du Nidiolson. Nomnber 19, 1T7S. 
Sunael Nwbobon, December 10, 1776. 
Henrjr Jobuon, Febmuy 6, 1T77. 
John Peck Bmthbon*, FtAauarf 15, 1777. 
Gnstaviu CoDTDgham, Hatch 1, 1777. 
Sunael Tnoker, Mu«h 15, 1777. 
Daniel Waters, Match 17, 1777. 
John Onen, Febraar; 11, 1778. 
WiUiam Borke, Hmj 1, 1778. 
Fierre lAitdaia, Jtt&e 18, 1778. 
Seth Harding, September 33, 1778. 
Silu TiObot, Sqitomber 17, 1779. 
John Ajret. 
FMer BrewBtMT. 
Samuel Chew. 
Benjamin Dunn* 
John Haiard. 
William Ftekles. 
Thomas Simpson. 
Jcdin Skimmer- 
William StMM. 



1. Peter Shores, Jol^ 22, 1776. 

2. Robert Harris. 

3. Jonathan Maltbie, Aagtut 22, 1776. 

4. John Brown, Jtrne 15, 1776. 

6. Ezekiel Barronghs, December 22, 1775. 

6. Lake Matthevnuuu 

7. George Hoose. 

8. Thomas AlberiMm. 

9. John Baldwin. 
10. Simon Gross. 
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11. David Phipps, Auguit 22, 17T6. 

12. John Sleymaker. 

13. Joshiu Baniej. 

14. Jon&than PritchoFiL 

15. Adam W. Thaitor. 

16. Benjamin Handy. 

17. Joa^h GrMnway. ' 

18. BeDJBmiti Page. 

19. Hopler Teaton. 

Bhodes Ainold, Deeambw 22, 1775. 
Jonatliai] Pitcher, Deeembw 22, 1776. 
Benjamin Seabnry, December 22, 1775. 
Thomaa Wearer, December 22, 1776. 
John McDongsl, December 22, 1776. 
Daniel Vanghan, December 22, 1775. 
Joeeph Dohle, June 6, 1776. 
Jehn Wheelwright, Jnly 22, 1776. 
Jo«ah Shackford, Jnly 22, 1776. 
William Barnes, Angost 17, 1776. 
Thomaa Tan^tan, Aogut 17, 1776. 
Hezekiah Welch, October 19, 1776. 
Patrick Fletchn, November 20, 1776. 
Blane7 AlliBon, December 20, 1776. 
Elijah Bowen, Febmar; 6, 1777. 
Robert French, March 25, 1777. 
Bobert Martin, April 22, 1777. 
Elijah Halt, Jane 14, 1777. 
Matthew Tibbe, June 17, 1777. 
John Rodez, Aognat 6, 1777. 
John Panning, Angnst 10, 1777. 
William Mollison, AngOBt 12, 1777. 
Arthur DiUaway, September 19, 1777. 
Joseph Vesey, NoTember 13, 1777. 
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Sl» Devol, Jmaary 28, 1778. 

Miucoe liTingBtoD, Jnly 27, 1778. 

Stephen Oregoiy, Angnrt 4, 1778. 

Michael Eniei, AnguBt 7, 1778. 

SMnael Cardal, Angtut 16, 1778. 

Peter DevJlle, Ai^nst 26, 1778. 

Banjanun Bates, December 4, 177S. 

Biohard Dale, Angort, 1779. 

Alexander iiarmj, July 20, 1781. 

Jos«^ Adams. 

Robert Adamton. 

John Angus. 

Jomee Armitage. 

Jogiah Attdibert. 

Benjamin Bamni. 

William E 

Ooerge I 

Daniel Bean. 

John Bellenger. 

Chrirtopher Bradlejr. 

Jacob Brooks. 

Philip Brown. 

baae Bnek. 

Gbarlei Bnlkley. 

EdwatdBn^o. 

George Champlin. 

John Cfaanning. 

Seth Clarke. 

David CoUam. 

Junes Degge. 

William Dennis. 

Marie Serd Doric. 

William Dtulap. 
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William Dapw. 
Joshua Fanning. 
Wilford Fisher. 
William Gamble. 
Nicholas £. Qardner. 
William GrinnelL 
James GrinwelL 
William Ham. 
Jamea Handy. 
Abraham Hawkins. 
John Hennessey. 
Stephen Hill. 
Christopher Hopkins 
Esek Hopkins, Jr. 
William Hopkins. 
Robert Hume. 
Aqailla Johns. 
John Kemp. 
John Kerr. 
Benjamin Enight. 
William Leeds. 
Bidward Leger. 
John Levis. 
George Lorie. 
Cutting LonL 
tHemy LonL 
Joha Mclvers. 
John Margisson. 
Richard Marvin. 
John Moras. 
William Moran. 
William Morrison. 
Isaac Olney. 
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JameflFiiw. 
Robert FcMDoanj. 
D»Tid P<wt«r. 

WiDum Potts. 



Peteff Kchitrdit. 



John Bobinaon. 
Peter BoaMoui. 
Robert SMuiden. 
JohnSeott 
RobertSeott. 
John Senuitmi. 
Niobolu Senll. 
Junes Sellen. 
Duiel Starr. 
Jamee Stejdiens. 
John Stevens. 
David Welch. 
Jacob White. 
Richard Wieke*. 
James Wilson. 
Rt^bert Wilson. 
Saninel York. 

Mabdis Cobps 

SMnnel ITieliobB, Jtme 25, 1776. 

Captaint 
Matthew Parke, May 26, 1776. 
Andrew Porter, June 25, 1776. 
Samuel Shaw, Jnne 25, 1776. 
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Benjamin Deane, Jime 26, 1776. 
Robert Mallen, Jmie 25, 1770. 
John Stewart, Jnna 25, 1778. 
GUbert Saltonstall, Jane, 1776. 
Richard Fafaner, Jnly 7, 1776. 
G«org;e Jeny Osborne, July 22, 1776. 
Seth Baxter, October 10, 1776. 
James Disney, October 22, 1776. 
Joseph Hardy, October, 1776. 
Dennis Leaty, June 21, 1777. 
William Morris, Jnne, 1777. 
William Jones, March 4, 1778. 
Edward Arrowsnuth, October 20, 1778. 
William Niebolson, September 6, 1781. 
Abraham Boyoe. 
Isaac Craig. 
John Elliott 
Robert Eniiott 
John Hazard. 
William Holton. 
William Mattliewmao. 
Miles Pennington. 

Bice. 

Joseph Shoemaker. 



JohnTrerett 
Elihn Trowbric^^ 
John Welch. 

Daniel Henderson, Jane 26, 1776. 
DaTid Love, June 26, 1776. 
Franklin Reed, Jnne 25, 1776. 
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Peregrine Brown, Jane 26, 1776. 
James HcClnre, June 25, 1776. 
Williiun Gilmore, June 25, 1776. 
Abel Uorgan, Jane 26, 1776. 
Hugh Mentgemeiy, Jane 26, 177& 
ThomM Pownal, Jane 25, 1776. 
Bichard Hurison, Jnne 25, 1776. 
Stephen Meade, Jul; 22, 1776. 
Nathaniel Thwing, July 22, 1776. 
Benjamin Thompson, Jul; 22, 1776. 
Alpheus Rice, Aagort 24, 1776. 
Jacoh White, October 16, 1776. 
Thomas Flnnkett, December 9, 1776. 
William Jennison, February, 1777. 
William Waterman, March 4, 1778. 
Thomas Elwood, Angnst 24, 1778. 
Peter Green, September 26, 1778. 
Abraham Vandyke, Jaly 24, 1779. 
William Barney. 
Henry Becker. 
Peter Bedford. 
David Bill 
Gordon Bia 
Benjamin CatUn. 
SethCSiapin. 
JohnChihon. 
James Clarke. 
James Cokely. 
James Connolly. 
William Cooper. 
David Collam. 
Robert CammingB. 
Robert Davis. 
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Henry Dayton. 
John IKmsdelL 
Stephen Eacle. 
Thomaa Elting. 
I^natier de la FaUoniei. 
Zebadiah Faruham. 
William Fielding. 
Thomas Fit^erald. 
John Fltzpatrick. 
Samuel Gam^e. 
JtAm Gnignace. 
Siogm Haddock. 
James Hamilton. 
Jonaa Hamilton. 
WilUam Hamilton. 
John Harrin. 
Samael Hempstead. 
Samuel Holt. 
Benjamin Haddle. 
TTilliam Hnddle. 
Robert Hunter. 
Hogh Kirkpatrick. 
Daniel LongstreeL 
£ngene McCarthy. 
Richard McClnre. 
Charles McKarron. 
Robert llcNeaL 
Peter Manifold. 
Jonathan Mix. 
William Morris. 
Alexander Neilson. 
James Gerald (^KeUy, 
Avery Parker. 
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DundSUn. 
LlLStnbMh. 
Qeo^e TntmbuIL 



Lonit de U Taletto. 
Zebolon TvnMa, 

Wadnrorth. 

Suniel Wsllingfnd. 
JamM Warren. 
Jamea H. Wilson. 
Jonatluui Woodwortli. 

SUTFLSHKHTAST Lm 

Inae Cazneaa, April 17, 1776. 

Samuel T<mikiju, Jime 6, 1776. 

Chriatoi^Lar ACller, Jane 6, 1776. 

Henrr Skiimer. 

JohnBoach. 

Balph Moor. 

Denia Nicolaa CottiDBaa. 

Joseph Vange. 

Fliilippe Nicolaa Bioob 
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LievUnanU 
Eli Stauabiuy, December 22, 1776. 
Israel Tomer, Jn&e 6, 1776. 
Mark Dennet, Jnne 6, 1776. 

. Piunkett, July 20, 178L 

Peter AmieL 
Robert Bobiitscm. 
John Buckley. 
Junes Linds. 
Henri le Meignen. 
Pierre MagoneL 
Beninge Misehateao. 
Amumd la Condrais. 
Pierre de Nantes. 
Nicolas de SLValery. 

Captains of Marine 
John Grannis. 
Maorice O'ConnelL 
Antcnne Felix Wybert. 
Fanl de Chamillard. 

Lieutenants of Marines 
George StiPman. 
Barnabas Lothiop. 

vn 

CONrmENTAI. PBITATEEBfi 

A list of the private armed vessels to whioh letters of 
nuurqne were issued by the Continental Congress has 
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716 APPENDIX 

iMen ^nted hy the library ot Congreaa in the Caleiular 
«rf NbtsI Beeordi ot the Americftn Berohidam, pnUiahed 
in 1906. With the name of eadi Temel are given the 
state wliere owned, the rig, the number <rf gnns and of 
men, the amount of the bond fomiahed, and the nimm of 
die oMnmander, the bonders, and the ownets. Hie bonds 
are eootuned in siKteen Tolnmes of the papers i^ the 
Continental Congress (No. 19S). The most in^rtant 
(tf the statistics e<xupiled from them are giren behnr. 
The numbers ot gnns and of men in these tables are 
smaDer than they shooM be, for the reason that in ser- 
eral eases (thir^of the former — tA^ttoeaot the latter) 
the nnmbers are not stated. 

Uunber of prirateers 1697 



Brigs and briguitmefl 


641 


Schoonen, BWpti, «tc 


761 


Boats and gaUey s 


101 1697 


New Hampehire 


43 


Uamchuetla 


626 


Bbodsldand 


IS 




218 


Nsw Toik 


1 


New Jersey 


4 


Pemuylraiua 


600 


Maryland 


226 


Yirginia 


64 


South Canliiia 


1 1697 


1776 


34 


1777 


69 
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1778 






129 


1779 






209 


1780 






301 


1781 






SCO 


1782 






S8S 


1783 






22 


NamlMr of gaoB, 


14,872. 


Nomberrf 



COKCOBDAT 

Agreetmnt betveen Mesdenn John Paul Jones, o»p- 
tun of the Bonhomme Kelurd ; Pierre Landaia, captun 
of the Alliance ; Denis Nieolat Cottinean, eaptun of the 
PallaB ; Joseph Varage, captun of the Stag ; and Philippe 
Nicolas Bicot, captain of the Vengeance ; composing a 
squadron t^t shall be oommanded hj the oldest ofBcer 
of the highest grade and so on in succession in case of 
death or retreat. None of the said conunanders, whilst 
they are not separated from the said sqnadron by order 
of tbe minister, shall act but by virtae of the brevet 
which tbey shall have obtained from the United States 
of America, and it ia agreed that the flag of the United 
States shaU be displayed. 

Hie division of the prizes to the saperior officers and 
crews of the said sqaadron shall be made agreeable to 
the American laws, bat it is agreed that the proportion 
of the whole coming to each vessel in the sqaadron shall 
be regulated by the Minister of the Marine Department 
of France and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America. 
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A rap7 of Oe A^vicaa Inn Ad be asMnd to Oe 
' ■"— "t . alle* hanng been eRtUad lif tb 
r of Ife BoBlxMBme BidMrd, bat m ^ nid 
nor detmnine M to iriiat nn^em- 
I ■objeeU of other wrtiom, it m ex- 
jbomIj agreed diat wfaatom m^ be e wUwH y to them 
dMKild be nynlated bj the Mimatcx of ^ Fnndi 
Harine and the »«i~i-*— Fkoqiotcatiaif of Uk United 
Sbrto a( Ameriea- 

It ie Ukewiae agreed HaA Ae orders pwtat bj iha 
IGniater of the French Marine and the ICnister Fleni- 
potentiarr of the United Statea ihaQ be executed. 

Conndertt^ the ueeeK^ there ia <rf praerring the 
ill Ici till 111 eaeh indindnal, the priiee diat ihalt be 
tahra ahaQ be remitted to &e osden of Haonenir le Baj 
de OuHimont, hoDorarjr intendant of the B(7al Hotel a< 
loTalid*, who has fnmisbed the expenses of the annar- 
ment of the said sqaadron. 

It has been agreed that IL le Bay de QuHnuMit be 
nqneiited not to f^re np die part of the prixee coming 
to aU die erewi,and to eaeh indtvidoal of die said 
•qoadnn, bnt to their order, and to be le^xnuoble for 
the sane in his ovn and proper name. 

Whereas diewud squadron lias been formed fw the 
purpose of injuring the oomniim enenues <tf France md 
America, it has been agreed that nich armed vcHsla, 
whether Frendi or American, may be associated there- 
with bf common consent, as shall be found soitaUe iai 
die poipose, and that they shall have sneh proportitai of 
the prizes which shall be taken as the laws of their re- 
■pectiTe countries allow them. 

In case of the death of any of the before mentumed 
commanders of vessels, be shall be replaced agreea^f 
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to Uie order of the tariff, witli liberty hovever for tlie 
sncceesor to choose whether he will remain on board his 
own vessel and give ap to the next in order the com- 
mand of the vacant ship. 

It has moreover been i^reed that the eonunander of 
the Stag shall be excepted from the last article of this 
present agreement, becaose in ease of a disaster to M. 
do Varage, it shall be replaced by his second in com- 
mand and BO on by the other officers of his cotter the 
Stag. 

J. F. JONSS. 
p. LUTDAIB. 

Db Cottikxait. 
Db Vakaqb. 
p. RiCOT. 

Lb Ray db Chauhoht. 
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INDEX 



AbMO, Uland of, W, M, ZIB, 3X1, 

sas,sM. 

Aoetiu, Britlib tnuwpoTt, tiH. 
AoblUca, Brttbh prlTstMr, SO. 
Aatieon, BiitKb tzigi.te, IK, IIT, 



AotlTa, Amcrioui piinCeei, S97. 
Aottn, Brltlab frigate, 146, 1«T. 
ADtlTe, BrlCisI) prlTataer, BBA, 888 ; 

MumoIiiiBetM brlguitlne, S8B, 

421,431. 
AotlTe, BTttbh iloop, KB. 

Adami, John, letters to, 8,40, TO, 
8MSS, «e, S08, 9B1, GTS, GH ; on the 
KhbI Committee, 31, 23 ; fnmea 
ragnlatlaiu, 21 > iDtereat of, In 
nnral kSaln, 34; oommlBikmer 
Id Fruiee, SB, SB3 ! on ■ com- 
mittee, 40) letten from, DO, lU, 
4IT; defe&ilB HopUn>, 114, llfij 
nils for france, SBi; Dplnkmi 
of,K», 818. 

AdUDR, John Qalnor, IB3. 

Adamii Bamoel, 23. 

Admiral Dlgbr, Brltleh prtralaer, 

m. 

Admlnl Tma, Britith letter of 

Duuqne, GU, 61S. 
Admlnl Keppel, Brtttih letter of 

marqoe, S23. 
Ameok, Edmond, captain, 89 
Africa, 131, »0, 801, 840. 
Agent of BUrtne, SB, ST, S88, BTS, 

GTO. 



Alert, British ontter, 378. 

Alexander, CluxleB, captain, M, 
141,343. 

Alexander, prize ship, 120. 

Alfred. Coptinental ship, 38, 39, 
90. 108 1 flagship, 92; goes Into 
iMmminion, 03 1 arroament of, 
M; atNew Fnnldenoe,0Ti cap- 
tnres the Bolton, 101; in action 



with tlie Gla^ow, 101, lOS, Vtt, 
108; offloars of, 103; If^bookof, 
lOli onshore, 110; atfroTidenoe, 
113; oralitng, 131-131; discontent 
on, USi encoanten the HlUord, 
13S; retoniB to Boston, 138, IM; 
ordeiedseath, 13T, 180; toondse 
forttui^>orts,'iai,ue; omlalnK, 
328-3»i falls In with a BrlUsh 
oonTor, 3H, 33S, 198, 3n; follows 
it, 330, 380; aRires In Franoa, 
sin, STB ; homeward bound:, 390, 
a«l ; oni^nK in »M West Indies, 
881-308; falls in with Britlth 
ship*, 801; chased b; them, SO!; 
oaptoied, 809, 803, 8M; <bonld 
hare been >aved,a04, 813 i lou of , 

813, 813, S81. 

Algertnes, 818. 

Allen. Ethan, colonel, ISI. 

Alliance with France, 119, 3H, 
301, 202, 889. 840, 488, 480. 

AUiance, Continental frigate, 184, 
383, 486, S80; boilt, 888, 888; sails 
for France, 8Tli arrlim, 4S9; 
matin; on, 480, 440; join! Jones's 
squadron, 443, TlTi tronble on, 
44S; armament of, 448; fonls tiie 
Blchard, 448, 440; talma a prlie, 
483; hsTsa the sqnadron, 482, 488 ; 
leappeais, 4BT; disregards alff- 
nals,4G8i fires on the Richard, 
403, 48B, 488; effect of, on the 
aurtender, 4T3, 418; dnrlng the 
action, 473,474; olBcera of, 488; 
onder Jonea*! oommand, 488; 
aalls from dm Tsxd, 484 ; Id the 
English Channel, 488; atOonma, 
488; at L-Orient, 488 1 repairs on, 
033 1 ready for sea, 824, 038 i oniise 



S28; In Bcrrlce, H4, ST6: fitting 
out, 546 ; paewngen on, 5*6 ; ealls 
for France, 547; and back, 548; 
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imitin70ti,MB,He; OkMprbaa, 
UO ; ensagM two TMMis, UO-06t; 
a^itaiM tbem , fim, DBS, KB ; f onx 



oiUn plumed for, GS8, SSei oc- 
dBi«dtoFniiM,E7B,SSl)lu ' 
tknu for, 081 ; craw of, K2 ; 



•Ofgm a BritWi MgM«, KO- 
WI, «U t UTti'M Bt Newpon, WT ; 
UFiOTldaies>>0t; Mtli«eDdof 
Uw m, «>; lut iblp iu lbs 
IWT7, OK; Mid, US, eis. 
AmniCB, ConttaMDtal iblp of tbo 



•,<10,<lli 

JLnieHB*ai.atIraiiieoii the . . 

la oolonlal timai, 3 ; nuke good 

nutterlal foTDSTsl Mirlce. S, IMO ; 

■dTftntagei ot, Ml; dlfflcnltfM 

of, Ml, eea. 

Amphltrlte, BrlUlh frlKSte, OM, 
SBC. 

Amptiltilte, Frenoh Alp, IH, OS, 

SM. 
AnuteMam, 337, MB, GM. 
Amdnw Doiia, CoQUuetital biig, 

ZB, 39, SO; oaptorea tnuuporta. 

In tbe actkm vltb Ihe Olaagow. 
MH; Bant on » cralss, 108, "" 
cralu of. US; orden (or. 
■alates the Datcb flag, IM, 
Oaptnrel the Bacehorw, 
in Delaware Bay, 320, 241; 
■troTed, aST. 

Andros, Tboioaa, A3&, 636. 

Antlgiu, B92, 6E1, 02. 

Apollo, Biitltli frigate, 3ss. 

Aibuthnat, MBirlot, vice-admlnl, 
■t New York, 5B, 403, GM, 5B«; at 
Cbarleitou, 403, 4M, 40S, G08; off 
Kewport, 608, B72; qnarrel of, 
with Rodney, D30, 521, B23: In 
Cheaapeake Bay, GTa, BT3, S74; 
oorreepoDda abont priionen, 838, 
«se,flST. 



Argo, CoDtmeDlal (loop, tO, SU, 

486. 
Artulne, Brltkh tloop ot wai; 

an. 
Aim. ContiDeiital aloop of wm, 

hMned bj rmwe, BS, H4, aoi; 

talk tor AaMTkia, tSO, ago, sn; 

neari; loM, HO) bu Toyac^ tSI- 

084; tgbta m Englteli frtgate. 



Armed Neatnlitr, G3S, G3T, 841. 

Armj, CoDttaenlal, at Cam- 
brldge, 18. GO; mam a flee^U, 
U, 00, 66, tr, 68; at Long laland 
and TreotOQ, 60; at New York, 
74 ; dilvea eiwm;f oat of BoMon 






I, 110; I 



VbB nar;, UO,; i 
146, 148, 403; on Imkb <jnaaipiaui, 
162 ; inrollea f or, 106, an, SOB, 3<«, 
688, 668; In deleoM of the Dela- 
ware, 943, M«; detaohment of, 
436 ; at Toiktown, STB, 074 ; needs 

Unold, Benedict, graenl, oiga* 
Diiee a fleet, 30, 168, 184; atTi- 
ocmdeioga, 181 ; o^ttnrea 88. 
John'g, UB; at Quebec, 162; at 
Bt. John-a, 168; adTtsea naTal 
conitmctlon, 168; In command 
of Ooet, 184, 166, 188, 168; re- 
eelTea orden, isti; letter of, to 
Oatea, 168; deddet to flght at 
Talcoor, 180, ITO ; hla report 
of the battle, 16B, 17D, 171, 178; 
conBolIs with Ilia officen, ITS ; 
orders retreat, 1T2; at Schnj' 
ler'a Island, 1T8, 174 ; hts ra- 
poit of second battle, 174, ITE, 
1T7 ; at Crown Point, I7B ; re- 
treata to IlaoDdeTOga, 177; ad- 
Tice of, BB to the frigate Tmm- 
tmll,20O; in the Chesapeake, 860, 
870, G73 ; In Connectlcat, BTD, 
BTl. 

AMoniDoe, British 44.gnn aUp, 
884,808. 

Astrea, BritlBh frigate, 868. 

Atalanta, British sloop of wat, 
610,882,683,684,868. 

Angnata, Biittab ship of the line, 
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AVTOTB, AmBTlOMI lettM Ol 

nurqne.<B8. 
.4Teiitai«, Franoh frigate, <M. 
Aver;, Bobeit. t, II. 
A;Teg, Jolin, MpulD, TL 
Arcrai, JUS, sn. 

Babeook, George W., captalD, ti9D. 

Bocbelor, British brig. ST3. 

Baeadace, 41B; seiied bj BrlUah. 
419; attack on, 424, 42S, 12fl, 43T, 
429; tort oii, 426, 427, 438, 431; 
held by Brltiih, 417. 

Bahama lalutda, W, 318, 311, Ml 

Baltimore, 26, w, gs, Ua, IM. 

Banki, Trai ' 



Bu-badoet, SSO, 3B(, m, 3BT, 403, 

sn. 

Barnea, Henry, "p"'", tBS. 

Banea, WtUtam, Hentenant, SO. 

Barney, Joahna, lieutenant, In 
command of tbe Hyder Ally, 
BBg-Sei; of tbe General Waah- 
Ington, DBt, sol: at L'Orlent, 
804; a prlaoner, 820, S39, «48. 

Barna, Comte de, commodore, 
ST4. 

Bamngton, Lord, 18. 19, ess. 

BuTon, James, captain, 118, 133. 

Barron, William, Uentenant, 3B4. 

Barry, John, oaptaln, In com- 
mand of tbe Leilngton, 140; 
takes a priie, 140; In command 
of tiie Effingham, 308; and of a 
boat ezpedttloa, 308, SOB; takca 
prina, 303; In oommand of tiie 
Ralelsb, 314; bia InatnictloDa, 
SU; engagea two Brttlah ahlpa, 
nS, SIT; loaes bia sblp,319; ex- 
onaralad and offered anew oom- 
mand, 813 ; In uonunand of tbe 
Alllanee, SSB, MO; piceldent of 
oourt-martial, ES3 ; qoella a 
muUny, M8, S49; bia prtaoBera, 
SBO; manded, SSlj aeuda cartel 
toHallfak,GI>3,BH; andpriaeto 
Boston, 8M; reoelTes Instrao- 
tlona, liCB. SE9, 381; his report, 
833 1 baa trmble vltb ofllcen, 
304; bb ordera, OOC ; falls In with 
a Brltlih aqnadron, 8» ; eugagM 
a frlgat«, 3DII-63T; takes cha^ 
of tbe America, 303. 

Barry, William, 834. 
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Bartlett, Joalah, on Karlne Cnn- 

mlttee, 31, 48. 
Baxeley, Jobs, lieutenant, 373; 

oaptaln, c>71. 
BesomarcbalB, Caron de, ass, 351 
BelHaarfna, Brltlsb frigate, »T. 
Beigeii,4<S. 
Bermada, 81, 63, 84, 113, 481, 40), 

'«B. 
Bererly, », <W. 33, 31, 333. 
BIddle, Klcbolaa, captain, 38, 314; 

Dorla, 23, 34; c^tDTM tniM- 
ports, tlT) Id oommand of tbe 
Randolpb, lESi bia Instraotioua, 



report of, 111; 01 



6, 313; 
to France, 
squadron, 
188; wounded, 29S ; deaUi of, 33T, 
811, 318; character i^, sae, 333, 
311, 812; antlwrlnd to enlist 
prlsoDon, 824. 
Bilbao, 233, 2H, 2», 283, 173, 383, 

BlIllDgaport, 241, 343, MB. 
Bingham. Wllliaoi, naral agent, 

38, 143. 136, IW, 2SS, 330. 
Blsc^, B^ of, SBB, 174, ITS, 331 

3BB. 
Black Prince, Amerloao prlrateer, 

S34, S3MU8, E38, 539, DM. 
Black PHncesa, Amerlcsn prlra- 

teer. SSE, 538, £39, 539. 
Blockade, IS, 19, 158, 183, 19S, 133, 

184, 287, 304-307, 303, 333. 
Bloek Island, 130, 101, ltd, lie, IIS. 
Blonde. Brmsb frigate, 333, 431, 

433. 4S4. 496, see. 

Board of Admiralty, reoom- 
miended, 34, 86; eatablisbed, 3G, 
37. 407, 403 ; members of, 38 i fail- 
nre of. 36, HS; lucoeeds Harlne 
Committee. 407, 408; plans and 
orders of , 438, 493, M3, «!«, B03, 
812; applies for balp, ElO; opln- 

Iniwtlgalea Jonea, 833. 
Boardman, Tlmotby. 333, 
BoHon, British bomb-brig, 101, 
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froiD, MI; opedltioaa fiocn. 



Bwfoid, Bildih aUp ol 



a,«^ 



■.71,78,81 



Si chiaedbj a frfgsM, 
' KB; takn ■ prize, KM; BlrtTM U 
- - "H ; In the Bay of 

UI.-0Tlant,)»;fO- 

aSBi at Bt Nazaire uid Bnrt, 
M(( Mil* for boDw and anlvea 



Ul>,2», 3(0,718. 
Bnike. VUUam. eai 

«ti,SM. 

. Boibnell, DaTld, lisa. UE. M^ 9U. 
, BoBaid'a Bay, lOB, B>, ». 
r BjTon, Jnbn, Tice irtmlnJ, U^ 

331, 8SB. 

Cabot, Contmental bilg.lB.S.M; 
armaiaent of, M ; at Kew Piorl- 
denoe, M, IW; iDacttnn with the 



ia,vei ordeia for, no. STB, 380, 



ta, Wi In Delaware Bay, BTS ;, 
erntalag, 381, 401. 408 1 take* 
piiaea, 381. ttl, llS; at Chailsa- 
ton, 103, ttl, 4M ; capOued, WT. 
H3 ; taken Into the Britlib ler- 
Tloe,4ST. 

Boeton, Contloental gondola, ]M. 

Bof ton Harbor, ialanda In, 4, D, 8 ; 
Brltlih fleet M, 8. 7B, UU i and 
driTen out of, TO, SO; French 
fleet 111,331,810; TeiHla In, 821, 
338, >8T, 421, SU^ 



pTlm, 118 ; otdared sovai, 137, 

US; oralalng, 1M; ulutn, 1)0; 

oavtored, 191, Wl; taken Into 

Brltlah eBTTlae, 191. 
CadlcVT, 3^. 
Cagl^l, Don Juan Mannri da, 

genera], A8S, 831. 
Ca]ala,38S. 

Camden, American prlTateer, 1S2. 
Camel, Brttlili frigate, 33*, >1T, 

Camilla, Brltiah Bloop of war, 316, 

899,432,433. 
Canada, IS. 161, 182, 179, 189. 
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Cape Breton, 119, 121, iM, 190. 
Cape ChBTles, ex. 
Cei« Clear. SU, 400. 
Cape Cod, 8S, 386, 383. 
Cape Fear, 127. 
Ope Frantol^ US, 196, EG6, ST3. 

Cape Etatteraa, B07. 
Cape Henlopen, 9S, 96, 1S8, 413. 
Cape Maj, U2, isa, 230, 189. 
CaptnTBB, 181, 289, 361, «8, 6i5, B77, 

614. See Piiiea. 
Culeton, Sir Qay, general, 16T, 138, 

ITl, ITT, SeO, 338. 
Carleton, Brlttih aeluHiiu 

im, JTl, ITS, 1J7. 
Carmlcbael, William, 338, i 
CarrictterKng, 342, 348. 
Carteret, PeMr, captain, 21 
Caiysfort, Brltisb Irlgate. 



3,424,4: 

Oerbema, Btlti«h Mgate, 66, IIB. 
IIT, 118. 

Cerag, Britbh (loop of 1 

Ceif, ConUuental cutter, 44S, 443, 
Va, TIT, TIS. 

ChaiDlllftTd, Paul de, coliuiel, 430. 

Champion, Continental zel>ea, 
2^ 

dunce, Brniah scbaoDei, 313. 

Cbapman, Jobu, captain, 144. 

Cbacleston, defense of, 41, 14S, 
S6S, 4S3; attack on, 146-lW, 439; 
Teasels at. 213. 29S, 323, 494; vee- 
■als ordered to, 403; arrive at, 
403, 491; second attack 011,493- 
4ST; British fleet ia barbor of, 
4M-496; bombardment of, 4eT; 
snrrender of,-49T. 

ChirleetowD, British frigate,! 49T, 
CM, EBB. See BoMon, Conttneutal 
frigate. 

f^^*^™^ ^e87> British brig, 

Chaae, Bamoel, on Harine Com- 
mittee, 31. 
Chanlkly, Britf sb ahip, 234. 
CbamnoTit, Ita7 de, MS, 44B, TU. 
Cherbonrg, 2TS, 380. { 



7 Id, e 



1, 231. 



Za, 373, 394-398, 401, 6 
capes of, 127, 140, 869, B74 ; block- 
ade of , 199, :i3a, 28T, 307, Sit ; 1»ata 
in, GfiS, S9T; French and British 
contend tor, G72-675, aST. 

Cbeeter, John, captain, 62T. 

Chester, FemisrlTanla, 140, 241, 
398,404,40(1. 

Chew, Samnet, capt^n, 314. 

Christiana Creek, 131, 141, 300. 

Cborch. Benjamin, colonel, 418. 

Cirll T7sa,ge, American priiateer, 

Clinton, EUr Senr;, general. 14B, 
291, 399, 490, 493, GTO, 373, E80. 

Clonston, John, captain, 136, 234, 
238. 

Colt, Captain, 04. 

Cole, EUaha, 321. 

Cole, William, capt^n, 282. 

Collier, 81c George, commodora. 



t of, 2 



3, 214; at 



tacks Uscblaa. 238,240; In Ches- 
apeake Ba;, L(ing Island Bound, 
etc., 394, SK-SBT, 399, 400, 669; In 
Penobscot Baj, 433, 432, 43E, 43S; 
Ills treatment of ConypKbam, 
046, 6ST, 

ColoDiea. commeioe and flsberies 
of, 1; prlvateets of, 2; aearar- 
Ing population of, 2, 660; pro- 
posed coercion of, is, 19, 666. 

Colombna, Continental ship, 2C, 
20.90; armament of, 94; cap- 
tnrea the Hawk, 101 ; In action 
with the Olssgow, 101, loi, 103; 
pursues her, 104 ; at ProTldence, 
112, 180; cmlaing, IlS; enconn- 
ten the Cerberus, II8 ; ordered 
south, 12T, 1S9 ; In Nanagansetl 
Ba;, 220 i lost, 303, 312, 301. 

Comet, British gaUe}', 394. 

Conuneroe, Amertcan privateer. 
S9T. 

Commerce-destroying, 60, !S0, 2S0, 
289,202,662,633. 

Ummlssloners, American, In 
France, 37, 38, 46, 194, 222, 260, 264, 
2SS, 278, 363 ; instructions to, 2G4, 
266, 284; reports to. 208,280,337, 
348; position of, as to prises, 



to., 261 ; as expansion 



1,2021 
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bQflng TeESell, Ml, »(. 96t. !85 : 
wMohad by splea, Ml; commb 
■km oOeer*. 380, 37S i ^aanlng I 



380 i apologiie to Hptln, 381i Wnd 



Vioaan at/nl yameia, nt, 3a; 



«7. 

Oonooid, Brttlih itilp, W. 

ConoonlM of Jones and bla cap- 
Mliu, 44S, TIT. 

Oonfedento;, Continental Mgste, 
bnllt, 383, 388i orden foi, ses, 
S8B. sn, 381, 8M, 4M 1 Dttlnc onl, 
STt! goee to Mm, 8T1; nlli foi 
FnUice,«H; dlnnutecl, 408 1 M 
lUmiili]ne,40Ti in urrloe, ttS, 
BM ) ntonu toFhUadelphlo, BOe 1 
refitting, fiOT, MO; DralBlnK.SU; 
oaptnnd, EH. BTS. 

OiuKedorete, British frigate, 888. 

Oonpeie, ConttneiitB], 30. 91; oon- 
•fden naTBl aSaln, 21-S8 ; ap- 
point! oommitteM. 39, 33, K, 3B, 
81, 113 ; InmnctloDi ol, to Waib- 
ington, 33, tZ; anthorlies shlpa, 
S3, as, 3D; eetabiKhe* *' 



M : pioTldM forfriKaWt, 9S, 1S3; 
tfppalaU ofltoeri, 98, 3Bi and 
piln agmta, 33 1 araatai navy 
traordB, 39, 33; eitabUdies a 
Board of Admiralty. 3B, ST; 
ahowi lacK of Interest, 88 ; pro- 
Tide* for Secretary of Marine. 
88 ; and Agent of Uariue, 38, 37 ; 
oommlaioiu priTatears, W, 48, 
149, ess, TIB; pniBldent ot. 48. 
estli 893, 8S8 1 oonalden'qaeition 



1I9-114 ) oenmina and dlualsMS 
him, lis, 183 1 MOTBt oommlttoes 
ot,lB8j9E0, see, 981, 9»; adopts 

ot foreign aflUn> of, 380 ; eenda 



patcbei of, and for, 284, 278. 37T, 
37t; at York. SIl ; mentioDed. 
S3T, B9T, E98; promoMs Talbot, 
803; agent ot, 398; aids Fenob- 
Boot expedlUoQ. 420; action of, 
ai to armed neutnllty. 849) 
Uumka Jonea, 560; appeal to, 
888 ; votes of, OOt, 810 ; ordsri re- 
call of armed Tessels, 813; rati- 
lles treaty of peaoe, 613 ; order* 
sale of Allianee. 91E; dlMnuBM 
priioneis. 823 ; antbodiea retall- 
atlou, 334. 6ST ; proTldea for 
prlsonen, 698. 829; proolalm* 
■oipenslon of hoelllltiet, 888; 
poverty and maknea* of, 681, 
884. 



Congress. Con 



tal frigate. It. 



Congress, eontlnenta] galley, 16T, 
MS. ITl, 1T9, IT*. 175. 1TB, 177. 

Coopew, Oeorgla galley. 8M. 

Connecticut, goremor of. 22. tST, 
900, BIT; frigsteabnmtn,2B, 96, 
303. 368. 4S8 ; navy of, 40, 61, 331, 
389; prlrateers of, 48) attacta 
upon, 30O, 193, 30e. 400, BTO, ETl. 

Connsoticnt, Contineiital gondola. 
186. 

Cooneotioat Blrer. 98. 900, 187, 307, 
383,436,463,810. 

Connor, Timothy, 6(8, 049. 

Conyngham, GoataTos, captain, at 
DqnUA, 364; in oonuuand of 
the Suprise. 388 ) ortiislng, and 
takes prizes, 388 ) loeee Us oom- 
mission and is Imprlaoned, 968 ; 
released, 386; In command of tbe 
Revenge. 373, 336 ; reoeivns a nev 
commlaslon, 978 ; cruising, 378 ) 
In Spain. 3T4 ; mentioned, 2S9 : 
atCadlE,3BT; at Corona. 353. 3B9; 
in the Weet Indies, 360 ; priva- 
teering. 8TB ; a prlscmer. STB, 64B, 
S4B ; acooiad of piracy. 373; iiia 
commission, ST6. 3T7; escapes. 
377, 843 ; In Hollaod, 377. 484 ; on 
the Alliauce, 484; it Comna, 
483. 

Cooke, Nioholas, governor id 
Bhode Island, 81. 

Cooper, Samuel, 308, 333. 
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Cooper RlTBT, U6, 4»B. 
CtH-k, 146, MO. 

Comwalllt, Lord Cbatlea, gm 

lU, 493, E78, 674, STB, EI9. 
Cornwallli, BrltJsb g'^tj, SM, 

Conuu, 274. SGS, US, 360, tBS, SM. 
Cottineaii. Denla Nloolas, capuln, 

44t>, 478,474, 476,717. 
CoQltbord, John, captain, 504. 
Coontew of Soarborougll, BtlUllI 

sloop of war, 4fig, 4SB, 473, 474, 

4S0,48f. 
CourtB ot admiralty, H, 43, IB, 78, 

1S7, 401, B37, B39, EM, flOO. 
Courts, naval, !4, M. 3S2, 440, SST, 

Oei-flSSi tor trial of CaptI ' - 

supple and Haiard, 108; 

Captain MoNelll, SIB, 313; i 

Thompwm, 313; and BalConM 

W7; tad Landau, 620, 546; and 

NlObotoon, 606. 
~ ne, Stephen, on the Blarine 
81. 



Cropper, John, colonel, 607. 
Crown Point, 181, IBE, IJS, 173, 171, 

176, 170, 177, 178, 
Cnmberluid, American prlTtueei, 

408. 
Cnnnlngtuun, Captain, 76, 70, 77. 
Cntler, Samnel, 643. 
Cygniu, British letter of nutiqne, 



Dale, Hlchard, lienUnant, 370 ; on 
the Bonhomme Bichard, 444; in 
the action with the Beispli, 
458, 480; his account of it, 484, 
4«S! on the Tromball, 568; in 
Mill Prison, 648. 

DaltoD, Ajueiloan priTateer, Oil, 
«<^ 

Daubtity, Connectlcal, 200. 

Dartmoutli, Hassachosetta, 45, 83, 
108, 127, 133. «ee New Bedford. 

Dartmoath. Earl of, 18, le. 

Davison, Joseph, Uentenant, 87. 

Dawson, Q., lleatenant, S3», 240. 

Drane, BUas, 22; on the Naval 
on the Marine 



•EX 729 

in Paris, ffl4i applies to Ver- 
geimea, 265; employa Eynson. 
263,277; displeased, 266; discov- 
ers Hynson'g treachery, 277; r»- 
tarns borne, 628 ; his leoretary, 
S30; relieved by Adan:is, 853; 
recommends Ijandais, 371; hi* 
advloe as to prisoners, 662, 
663. 
Deane, Continental frigate, build- 
ing of . 285 ; ore w tor , 386 ; arrives 
from France, 315 ; at Boston, 338; 
In active service, 882. sev, 480, 
644, 676; sails, 371; orDlaiDS,3n; 
at PhUadelphla, STB, 870; ready 
for sea, 3St ; cralBlng, 881, 402; 
orders for, OSa, 401, 403 ; eonrt 
martial on, 487; plans tor, 600, 
607, 500; oralBlng, GOT, 610, 668; 
661; men for, 611, 612; orolM 
planned for, GSS, 669 ; oreir of, 
683 ; her name changed to Hagnet 

Defence, American ptintaer, 424. 

Defence, Conneetlcat brig, cap- 
tures transpons, SI, 82 ; cnils- 
tog, 1S7, 138; rigged as a ship, 
321; cralsing, 622, 828; takes 
prixea, 323 ; wrecked, 880. 

Defence, Maryland ship, 130. 

Defence, Hassaclmsetta sloop, 
582. 

Degge, James, llentenant, 620. 

Delaware, state of, 38. 

Delaware, capes of, cruislngaboat 
140, 160, 324, 366, 380, 308, 404, 413, 
656; convoy taken to aea from, 
144; D'Bstalng at, 828; enemy 
off, 5S2, 602, 607. 

Delaware, ConUneutal bigate, 38, 
38, IW. 241, M3, SS7; British (rig- 
ate, SOL 

Delaware Bay and Blver, defense 
ot, 10. 241; vessels 1)1,98, 128,142, 
220, B7B, 611; enemy In, 131, 138, 
110, 141, 231, 241, 3SS, 329. 873; 
blockade of, 159, 196; Admiral 
Howe In, 241, 328, 328; operations 
in, 241-247, 638-681; veasels tost 
in, 246, 287. 

Derby, John, captain. 4. 



Franoe, 37, 26 



262, 2M; arrives 
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DaMoDcbai, Cb«T«ller, eommo- 

dote, EJ3. 
Diamond, Brltkh Mg>te, ISO, IM, 

Dtckenaon, OwMhii i9L 
IHokiOD, Archfbild, mptaln, IS. 
Digtij, Boben, rau-admlral, M3, 

tx. 

Dlggca, Thomal, M>. 

DUlgeat, Brltlib •choonn, IS, 13; 
MaMaelmietM ■duraDsr, U, W, 
70,111. 

DtUcmt, Biituhikiop of wu, e^^- 
bind, S77,sn, SeS; In tha Contt- 
nantBl utt, SIS, am; on the 
FanOliMM Eipedltfon, IM, 411, 
«Sl;10Mof,«a. 

DIomede, Britbh 44-glui lUp, SSt. 

Dolphin, Americui prtTXesr, 217. 

DolphlB, BritUh prlrMMr, «». 

DolpUn, CootliwDtal cotter, poi- 
aliawd,9ni oD aeniUe,!S7,K4i 
tkkaa ft prbe, S6> ; chued t^ ft 
BrMBb >bip, ITOi U St. Mftlo, 
SIO-, emlia* ot, IT4 1 ordend to 



eeirlui: itilp, KS. 
Donop, Const, ooloael, Ma, 9M. 
Dooglfti, ChftTlei, Oftptftin, IH, 

trt. 

DoTM. KB, MS! Hnlta of. 4S4. 

Dowllii, Pfttrlok, oftptftiu, BSS. 

Diake, Britbh aloop of war, SUj 
twttl* of, with tha Bangor, SM, 
MS; furrenden, Stt; fores of, 
MM; U Biwt, SBl, Ml; raportwl 
Moaptnmd, 3Gt ; not taken Into 



Dr^ £ 



I, BrItWi iloop of W, 2M, 

m, an, ns. 

Dublin, ns, Ml, ESS. 

Dno de Dam, French ship, 443. 



Dae d« Latuon, Contln^tal ship, 
eoB, soe, eoT, eia, ns. 

DnnkIA, M4, KE, MS, STS. STT, 481, 
4BI, 48tl, SS4, SSS, SSS, SS8, SDO, 

eoi. 

DunmoM, Lord, gonnot Ol Tlr- 

gmift, 09, «!. Ill, 139. 
Dnntnore, British priTateer, SBT. 
Donn, Bonjamlu, oaptalu, 3J0. 
DfU', Charies, oapt^, Tl. 



rl of Vanriok, Kdthh brJK 



Bden, WnUmm, 187, 330. 
Edward, Britlah Hoop, MOl 
Edwaida, Klch ' 



2S,Ue,M 
EgX HarbOT, 13B, SM, BSft 
BlteabMli BITOT, 3W, 3SS. 
EUerj, mittam, on tbe Harlne 

Conunlttee, B3, US; Mton of, 

Sa,3B, 3U 1 on the Board of AA- 

mliBltT, 3<, SIL 
BndeaToi, iloop, 100. 
EDghnd. An Great Britain. 
Engllih Chftunel, 1S3, US, X1>, 4as, 

B7X, Me, too, S4B, SM. 
bterpriae. Continental ikiop,lS>, 

Eatalng. Comta d', admiral, SIfi, 
B27; aaUs from Tonlon, xiS; In 
Delaware Bkj, 338; hia foroe, 
338', off Saudr Hook, 3S», 3S0i 
"~ instmetlons, SSO; In Naira' 



and pntsnes British fleet, 331; 
hIa ihip dismaited, 333 : off New- 
pint and at Boston, S33; in tha 
West Indies, S33, S0D,4BSi fleet 
of, 3S4, 397, 840; at SaTannah, 
4BS, 490; Rails for rmtDt, tU; 
ainton's fear of, 480, 4SL 

BoTope, 285, en, <es, s«8. 
BipMlment, British sMp of tlw 

line, 14S, 147, 143, SU, 317, 313. 
Bxperiment, British sloop of war. 



Tair American, Britbh prirataet, 

ses. 

Fktr American, Sonth Carolina 

brlg,28^39S. 
ralrflsid, ConnectlcQt. 300, 400, 
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BUoon, Brltiih iloop of mr, 1, 

14-11. 

Fall, WlUlun, rapMln, SW. 

FUmontb, 13, iE. 

Fuming. Nalhkuiel, mldiblpmmn, 
4M,Gee; captain, rat, 600,801; a. 
prisoner. Ml, eas. 

ruui;,AjiieHauipriTate«r,SSl. 

ranabam, Botwrt, c^itaiii, 33t. 

FanuiTorth, Jcmaa. 240. 

FaUdiT, BrlUaH 

Fnrol, m, XSS. 

Flueactl*, BilUali prlratMr, 3>T. 

nnililp«,Ut, 18T, MS. 

Flak, JobB, oaptalD, ua, 1S4, 3M, 
135, SM, m, SB, SU, 320. 

FlaK, CootdDental, M, 02, «, IM, 
■88,3Se,»L 

Flamboioagh Head, 4H, WT, 4ST, 
4J6,*TB. 

Fleet, ContliieDtal, of CommodDre 
Hopklna, n, BO; oaptaliitof, 20, 
M; fltUng out for a oruHe, 82, 
00; aiilllnK orders for, BO-K; 
(Ueshtp ol, 92 ; organliatloti of, 
M; sails, 04, X; at Abaco, 96; at 
Kew PToTJdence, 97-100 ; home- 
ward bound, 100 ; In acUon wltb 
the Olasgow, lOl-IW ; at New 
London, llttj at ProTldeuee, 



la of, U 






Fletcber, FatrioJc, lieutenant, H9. 

Flora, Brltlah frigate, 124,200,200, 
210, 111. 

Flora. Datcb sbtp, ESS, BST. 

Florida, 17, 18,310. 

Florida Blanca, Connl, 200. 

Fl;, Contlnnital icliooner. 00, 03, 
M; separates from the fleet, 90: 
rejoins tbe fleet. U»; In Narra- 
gtoisett Bar, 113; cruising, 130- 
130; at New York, I2S; In the 
Delamre, 190, 320, 241 ; ordered 
on a cmlsB, 100; at sea, 190. 

Folger, John, oaptaln, 277. 

Forbea, James, on the Board of 
Admiral^, Se. 

Fort Orlawold, E71. 

Fort Johnson, 494. 

Fort Heroer, 241, 24S, 243. 

Fort Mlflllu, 941, 344, SIti, S48. 

Fort Hontagne, 90, 394. 

Fort Monltn«, 146, UT, 140, 494, 
400,491. 



EX 731 

FMt Nanan, 00, So, 301, SOI. 

Forton Prison, 023; food In, 040, 
649. SW; escapes from, 049, SSO; 
snbsorlptlona for prisoners In, 
040 ; exchange of prisoners In, 
060; Howard's deacripUon <tf, 

aoo. 
Fortniw, American privateer, 232. 
Fneter, Benjamin, eaptaln, 7,0, 11, 

12,13. 
Foster, James, 340. 
FoUMrtngham, Patrick, eaptaln, 

304,200,206. 
Fovdrorant, Brltlah ship of the 

Une.ieo. 
Fowe;, British frigate, Tl, 131. 



Foi, British frigate, 104, 300, 300, 
207, 2M, 212, 314. 

France, wars of, 2 ; Teasels fitted 
out In, 20, 2S3, 20B, 442. 443; naral 
atfaln Id, 37, SO ; TSieels ordered 
to, 160, 332, 240, on, 371, MS, 579, 
003, 013 ; aUlanoe with, ITS, 236, 
391, 102, 340, 409, 400 ; Interest of. 
Id America, 303, !63; policy of, 
253, 3011, 286, 330; proTJdes moneT 
and sappliee f «- America. 263,238, 
2S9; American com mlsa loners 

L. 262, 283, 275, 2S1, 234, 



088,64 



7.202, 



war with England, 903, 
dzi, an, 644, 632; naval supiem- 
acf ol. STB. eOT; commonlcalkiu 
with, 633, 363; naval policy at, 
001. 
Franklin, Benjamin, oommls- 
Hoaer. 37, ICO, 2G0 ; and mfailater 
to France, 38, 377. 403 ; arrives 
In FBris, 130, 234 ; writes to Nlcb- 
olHin, 383 i dlsplesMd. 205; ad- 
vlBss exchanging mutineers, 440 ; 
and enlisting Anierican prison- 
ers, 441, 442: and humane treat- 
ment of British, 447, 448; his 
Instmctloni to Jones, 447, 448 j 
Joues reports to, 438. 404. E33: 
ordeiB Landals to Paris, 483 1 
has no moue; for ships. 623, 324 ; 
hnt some for men. 336 ; Jones's 
opinion ol. 338 ; removes Idn- 
dais. 538 ; power of, in naval 
aftalrs, K2a ; writes to Jones. 
1 privateers, 384, 
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ICetuiM ibODt tbsm, NS, IXJ-eaB s 
Tiem of, u to uroed nentnllty; 
Sn, Ml; Teall>piitaceen,e3a; 
diaiwtehsi for, 803; Intereated 



'M. MB; tends 
them mone;, MT, 64B ; bla policy 
towards Xogllsh prisoners, BS3, 
eSB; prep«red to eiehmage tliem, 



INDEX 

Geoenl QraeiM, FeanarlTsiila 

ship, Ml. 
Genenl Haooook, Amsrlma pii- 

Tstecr, SIT. 
G«iiersl Ma 



taken Into lerTlM.rai aallSiMt 
In the Strait of Caoso, 61! i 
oluuiges commander and crew, 
71 ; takes a priie, T3 ; Magf ord 
In Dommond of, T4 } captures tbe 
Hope, H; attkobed by boats, 
TE-IT ; takes prises, BS. 
Tranklin, French prtvmtMO', EM. 



Freedom, Hassachnsett* aloi^ 
US; orden for, 186; cmlsiiig, 
in, 33i; takes prlne, 3M; In 
rranee. 334. XM ; retnins to port, 
SM; eralalug, 288; captorad, 



Oadsden, Christopher, on the 
NbtsI Conuuittas, IS; on the 
Marine Committee. 31. 

Gage, Thomas, general, 1. 

Qalatea, British Mfate, m, 876, 
481, «8. 

Galrea, Bernardo de,gDiremor of 



SSS. 184, MT, 805, ttT. 
Gardiner's Baj, STS. 
Gardoqnl, Diego, SBB, flX, 386. 
Qardoqut, Joseph and Sons, 26S. 
Garonne BlTer, 281, 864. 
Oaspee, Brltlsb sehoonsr, S. 
dates, Hwatlo, general, 16l>, tW, 

113,481,438. 
Gates, Continental galley, 16 
Geddes. George, captain, B67 
General Gates, Continental sloop 

ot war, 181, 814, 382, 87S, 388, 386, 



General MlffUn , American prlTa- 

teer, 280, 381, 821, 840, 4U, 6GB. 
General MifHlii,Contlnenta] sloop. 



General Moaltrle, loi 

■Up, 9K, 96. 4M, 48 
General Pickering, 

prlTatera, 418, 414, M*. 
General Patoam, Haw Tott 



General Schuyler, 

sloop, 86,87,117. 
General SolUran, American prl- 

Tateer,8!4. 



Georgetown, South Carolina, 9tt, 



St of, 41 
Gerard de Rarii">li Conrad 

Alexandre. Fiench minister, 

328, 14l>, 404, 408, 407. 
Germain. Lord George. 7T, 188, 206, 

313, 291, 334. 490, BT2, 821. 
Gerry. BIbrldge. 22, 43. 



Olllon, i 

SiS. BSB, BBS, 688. S84. 
GlB^^tw, 82, 117, 333,372, 3TT. 
Glasgow, British frigate, 101-tOT, 

103. 110, lis, 114. 
GloDCester, 14, 16, 61, 61, 68, 78, 



Qlon 



-, American priTsteer. 
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of, 1,2 



Good Hope. Brttlab piteon-fllilp, 

Goodricll, John, 139, 38T, 896, EW. ' 

Qordon, William, 203. 

Oovemor Tnuabull, American 

prlnteet, 202. 
Gorernor Tryon, BritlBb prlvft- 

teer, «7. 
Oiuul Buiki, 238. Sm NevTomid- 

QrandTnrfc, AmeiliianpriTatMr, 
sss. 

GnudTlUfl, Frenah prlTiiteer, 
tGO. 

Ononii, Jobn, (npt&ln of m^rliMi, 
US. 

Oruee, Comte <le, admiral, STS, 
tI4, 579, BSD. 

Onuhopper, Brititli sloop of nr, 
!S4. 

Gia*M, TbrnnM, 
074. STB. «M. SM. 

Qnr- William, 103- 

Grait Britain, mn . . . 
gMlon taws of, 2, 3, la i mnl 
inprenucT of, 2, Kt, W, 323, 367, 
«BS, eeo, OMi policy of , 18, 188, 189, 
29I,!m,8Si. MS, W7i prlTateen 
of,lT, MTipoUcjttf Franoeand 
Spain towards, 218,388, SS7; ap- 
pntWDsion In, 281, W7, ttO, Seo ; 
boBtnitlea of, with Frauoe, 393, 
82T,442, OS: with Holland, 482, 
BTli advantages of, 6S9, 880; 
dUBcnltlM of, 880 ; ■tanned by 
American omiieis, 880; pro- 
posed InTailon of, 867 ; navy of. 
He Navy, Britlsb. 

Oreen, Etra, sargeon, 173, 382. 

Green, John, captain, BOB, «». 

Greene, Christopher, colonel. MS, 



Granada. 488. 

Grey, Charles, genenl, 333. 

Greyhoond, British frigate, 7S, S7, 

432, 433, 134. 
Groii Roads, 448, 4K>, 488, 09. 
GrotOD, Conneetlcnt, 671. 
Gnade1onpe,«1S,862. 
Gnemsey, 280. 860. 
Onkhen, Comte de, admlrat, BU. 
GnUtinil, CoDuectlcnC,200. 



Hacker, Eoysted, captain, H, ISt, 

230, 377, «1. 
Haerlem, British sloop, 386. 887, 

Ha^e, Continental frigate, form- 
eily the Deaue, 808) cnUllng, 
608; attacked by ships ot the 
line, 808; returns to Boston, 
OOSi at the end of the war, BIB) 
sold, eu. Aee Deane, Continen- 
tal frigate. 
Halifax, 48, SO, 110, 162, 191, SIS, 
340, SS2, 419, K4, GSB, 603, 826, 898. 
Hallfai, British brig, 880. 
Halifax, British sloop of war, 49T. 

Bt* Banger, Continental ahlp. 
HaU, Captain, 297. 
Hallet, Allen, captain, 320, 321, SS6, 

366, 388, 421. 
Hallock, 'William, captain, US- 
Hammond, British privateer, 891. 
Hampden, American privateer, 

Hampden. Continental brig, 118^ 

121, 127, 18fi, ISO. 
Hampden, New Hampshire ship, 

411, 412 ; on the Penobscot £z- 

pedltion, 421. 433, 4U. 
Hampton Roads. U7, IIS, 396. fil9, 

670. 
Hancock, John, on the Haiine 



Congress, 108, 11 

Hancock, Aroerican priTateer,'32L 

Hancock, Continental frigate, 28, 
299; description of, 27, 218; re- 
celvee orders, tST; cmiBing, 190; 
omiaeplannedfor,202;orniBing, 
201-211; captures the Fox, 2(*- 
206; meets a British squadron, 
207; engagement of, with the 
Rabibow, 307-212 \ captnred, 311, 
213, 286, 313, 408, «B ; taken Into 
the BriUsb navy, 211. Ste Iris, 
Britlsb frigate. 

Hancock, Continental schooner, 
70, 72, 74, 86. 

Hannah, Continental schooner, 
21, 80, 81, Si. 

Haraden. Jonatban, captUn,284, 
SSB, 230, 238, 320, 113, H3. 
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>Bd of (ba CoaAdcn^, MB, m, 
ST*, Jn, CM; oi^nd to Fna«a, 
4M, 1»; Myon erf, «f : Mifkaa 




W,M1, 
BMrr, Julbm. attain, no, ML 
BsrtMTt, CIuulM, att. 
H«TO, American prlTStMr, OT. 
H«MlMi(, S39, H3, 211. 
BBWca, JdMph, on tbe Rml 

CciidbIHm, Slj OB tfa« IbwtiM 

ComiDlRee.n. 
UibanilB, BritWi KboaiMi. nX 

"" ■ ~ irfoao prlTstmr, 374. 



id of tbe Al- 
fr«d, m, 3M, tas, au>, tn, 9H, 
SIS j dnica of , tor floMlac tliipa, 
4W I In Forton Friioii, <M. 

Bodse, wiiuun, 9M, ME, ses, an. 



BritUh MUt o< 

A,3§3. 

AmarlMU prtrBtssr, mi, 




m, Ut; c 

CbMWnka B^, tl. H; « 
ft^ «d«>*, a, Mi Mb « 
■ •■ ,«,IWil 




IM ; gMi raemlM fnai tba an^, 
11*; atP^l'TldeDO^ lU, Ul; di»- 
nUaOeUim wttk, lU; IntMtt- 
__._. ... - -,,,eo(, IttlM; 



U8. SM, Mt, STS; raport of, S7S; 
pnlMd.ST*: criticli«l,STB:Hu. 
pradMl, STe, t>I; meDUaUMl, 



Comrolttn, 33, 30; 



Hornet, Brttlab gaUej, SM. 

Hornet, Continental sloop, BO; In 
Hopklne'i fleet, OS, M,9e;ieiiu> 
Btee tnini the fleet, S6; dlubled, 
100; to DelanM Bay. 1S8, 131, 
142 ; omlelng, ISO ; ordered on a 
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Hbrtftin and Oompuiy, 9SS, W, 
HoaitoD, John, on tlie Hartne 

Homrd, John, 8E0. 

Hoira, Lord, Tla»«dmliml| oom- 
mandtng Kimti Ameiicsn (U- 
Uon, 37, 8S, US. MS, SU; inf omui- 
UoD (onilibed to, 9T, 229, KS, 
Ml; ispoTta at, tB, M, IM, 111; 
fieet ol, UO, Ml, no, S2», sn ; jud 



Howe, Sir WlllluD, gcnenl, TT, 

m, 188, SOO, Ml, on, 823. 
Howe, Trrlngliam, wpCaln, 108. 
Hnbbel. CapMlD, 811, 812. 
HndKin Bltei, U, ST, Ut, 101, 170, 



HdU, 

number River, 488, 480. 
Hnntai, Amerlomn prirateer. 432. 
Hunter, Britlili bospltal-tblp. 



Bfder Ally, Ainnloan ptinteer, 



M0,8BS. 
Indepandence, Continental (loop, 

■40,148, 2», xa^ ZTB, sas, na, 841, 



brlK, 183,134, .. 
Indleo, Contlnantal frigate, 2K, 

SIT, 382, 411, 4«, 882, fits. Sat 

Sontli Carolina, Btate frigate. 
Inflexible, Biitlth ahlp, 18Ti 188, 

17B, ITS, ITT. . 
Insurance, 972, 888. 
Ipaw]cIi,4B,TS. 
Iieland, 234, 36T, 2TI), 271, SU . 
Iris, - - - 



Irla, British frigate, 2]*, 868, 

See Hftnoo&, Continental 
Itigate. 



b Sea, 288, m, 2n, S7S, 848. 



Jack, Amarioan prirateer, BBli 



I4S 

Jun«a BlTor, SS8, B88, STO, ST3. 

Jason. Biltlsb Btklp, 873, ST4; 
American privateei, ST4, 408, IDS, 
410,411. 

Jay, John, minister to Bpain, 408, 
408, 4D7, president o 
8S8.8BT. 

Jeffenon. Thomas, goremor of 
Virginia, 888, 870, 

Jetterson, Tiiglnla brigantlne, 
STO. 

Jennlson, 'Willlain, lieutenant Ol 
nuuinea, 883 

Jene;, British prison-ahlp, 023; 
oonditlona on, 028, OSli deaorip- 
tlou of, 833; prisoners on, OSt, 
BS3; food on, 833, 038; ooDUng 
on, <SS, 881; disposal of dead on, 
038; number of prisoners on, 
838; medical attendance on, 6S8< 
838; crew of, 038 ; escapet from, 
SSS. 

JeiBSy, Continental gondola, 148, 

Jobn, British brig, STS. 

John, British letter of marqnit 
IM, IK, ISO, 127, 

Johnson, Henry, oaptaln, IBS, OM; 
In command of the Lexington, 
201; omlalng, 20B; at Korialx, 



278; 



270; 



Prison, 040. 
J<dmBon. British ship, 2ST. 
Jonas, lohabod, captain, T, 

IS. 
Jones, Jobn Fsnl. appointed sen- 



ior 



ends 



a board of admlnltr. SI, 38; flnt 
hoists colors, 82 ; at New ProTl- 
dence, BTi in the action with 
the Qlasgow, 103; Ms opinion of 
Hopkins, 103; in commuid of 
the Provldenoe, 112 ; writes to 
Hopkins, lis; on OonToy duty. 



118; 



■a tbe Bolebaj, lis, 110; en- 
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mmnten the HlUnrd, lU; 
CoTuo, IK; propoMt an Af rlaan 

Alfred, m, 380; Ukei piliet, 
12HM; report of, 121-127; . " 
rlTW tn BiMt«D Harbor, 128; : 
ceiTM ordsiB, ISSj nnkof, ISli 
hli letter to Horrls, 183i In oom- 
muid of A flqamdroa, lS9i r»- 
eeivee Torioni orden, IM ; In 

flcBt bolats the nMlonsl fUg, 
IM 1 reduces ber umunent, ISG; 
flttlug ODt hii itdp, 3Mi ■all! 
for nanoe, MS) arrlTca at 
Nuilei, 2W, 278 1 hiM report, 319, 
837; wriCM to oommlMlcnien, 
300, 038; mentloDSd, sa»; 
Farii, 837 ; diMppotntmenta 



•drloe ot Ml i cmlalng, 341-3G1; 
report of, 3U-SU, 3t6, 34tti at 
Oarrlaktergiu, M2, 348; at 
WUteharen, US-HSj at St. 
Ilai7*i Isle, MT; engagea the 
DnkB,M£,349iorderBSlmpaiin'a 
aneM, 3S0i Ma reasona for, SU i 
ncpopalarlt; of, SSa ; difflcnltlea 
of, Bfi3, 441, 442; approrea of 
Slmpson'i promotion, SB2\ wait- 
ing for a RMp, 441; goes toTer- 
•alllea, gets a ihlp and namaa 
ber Bonbooame Blchud, 442; 
preparing for a cmlM, 443, 444 ; 
bli crew. 444, 44(1; bl« >qDadrDn. 
44S ; blB Tlews, 446-447 1 bia In- 
MmctloDB from FrankliD, 447, 
448, 4W, 490; algnit a conconlat. 
448, |T17, TIB; blamee lAndaia, 
4Wi reporti to FraukUu, 449, 
4C0, 408, 4B7, 4SS, 478, 476; plot 
agalUBt, 448; bl* liutnctlor 
bla oaptabw, 460; aalla oi 
cniiBe, 4G0; bu tmnble wftb 
Landale, 4£l, 4fi2 ; loaea some 
big men, 4S2 ; plans an attack 
I,eltb, 4fi3-U£; fear ot, 4CS, 41 
other plana of, 466; In the acti 
witb the Berapla, 457-470; his 
courage, 472 ; talcet command 
of tbe Serapis, 4TS ; Britlah In 
iearCh of, 478, 479, 480; arrlTee 
at the Teiel, 481 ; anno^anoe of, 
ta, 482 i nailed a plnte, 483 ; 



refitting bli ihlpa, 483; take* 
command of tbe AlUanoe, 483 ) 
is offered a Frenob oommiMlon, 

488; ordered to leare Holland, 



wlihei to ha; tha Berapls, G33 ; 
bis pTliea, 824, 028; at Pari*, 838; 
recelTea iword and oioaa, 838 ; 
plana anotber cruise, 628, 638; 
writes to Horria, G27, BS8; bis 
opinion of FranUln, BIS; tbe 
AJlianoe taken from blm, 038; 
acting ont tbe Ariel, 530, 881; 
lalls for Amertca, 880; bis so- 
connt of the royage, 630-G94; 
fights on SngUsb frigate, B8S- 
034; at Philadelphia, 834; qoee- 
tloned bf tbe Board of Adml. 
raltjr, 880; thanked bj Congreas, 
EflO; reoommmded for promo- 
tion, 8S1; Tlews of, B7T, 878; of- 



potntedtc 
ca, 800 ; at Foitamootb, 000, 610; 
on the Frencb float, 811 : sent to 
France, 811; menttoned, 616; bis 
Tlewi of tural policy and ad- 
mlniatratlon, 616-630 ; bla treat- 
ment of prlaoners, tSS. 

Joelab, James, llenlenaut, 104, lOtt, 
117. 

Joyner, John, captain, 584. 

Jnlins Csaar, BHtlah abtp, 188. 

Jnnloa Brntas, Ameiloan prlT&- 



Katy, Bbode laland aloop. 30, 83, 
63, 64, TS, M. Ass Pioirtdenoe, 
Continental sloop. 

Keppel, A " " -'—•—• ™ 



KeBSlar, John, 848, BGO, 881, 80& 

807. 
Knox, -WlUlam, SM. 

Lady 'Waablugton, American prt- 

Tateer, 7B, 78, 77. 
I«dy Waablngton, Conttnental 

galley, 86, 87, 8B. 
Lafayette, Harqols de, 439, 441^ 

443, 870, 881. 
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Ijike Chunptebi, SO, Ifll; control 
of. Ml, 16l,ini Ajmerloao fleet 
on,lBl,US;BlilpbTttlillngon,l«S, 
IMi BriUali fleet on, 16i 187 ; 
bMtlM on, Ua-172, 114-177. 

Id^e PontcluTtnUii, 803, 3M. 

Lambert, Jobn, eaplain. ICQ, 3!0. 

lADdelB, Pierre, ceptals, In cam- 
mand o( the AOllance, »71, «9, 
M8. E23, Geo, TIT : mutlneera plot 
igolnat, MO; temperomenC of, 
443,444; InsQbordlnatlon ol, 401. 
4S2; trauihei7 of, 478; ordered 
to FbtIs, 48J 1 obki^ia agaiiiit, 
483; negllKenoe of, DM ; at L'Ori- 
eiit,S27) oommluloitofiSSl, EK; 



KSibehaTforof.ra 

tilled and diamlued fnnn tbe 

lAsgdon, John. 22, 23, US. 
I«i]gdon, Richard, BIO. 
laugnedoc, Freuch sup of tbe 

line, 832. 
Lark, Britlsli frigate, lOt. 
laoreiiB, Henr; , GOe, E4S, BBS. 
I^ureiu, John, coliniel, H& 
Lee, Arthiir, oommlulonel in 

rntDoe, S7, !K>, SM, I7T, 380, 388, 

Btl.SU. 
Lee, Charles, Beneral, lU, U7, I4S, 

214. 
Lee, Jobn, captain, IM, 278. 
Lee, Blohard Henr;, on the ^BTal 

Committee, 23, «) ) on the Ha- 

rlne Committee, 31 ; letten of, 



Lee, Georgia Ealley, 394. 
Leitb, 4fi3-US. 

Lealle, Alexander, general, MS. 
LeCten of marqae, 41. See PrtT*- 

Levant, BrltlJh letter at marqne, 
827. 

Lewta. Frandi, on the Marine 
Committee, 31 1 on the Board of 
Admlralt;, 3S. 

Lexington, battle of, 4, 7. 

Lexington, Continental brig, 188; 
takee a prlie, 140 ; In Delavare 
Bay, US 1 orders for, 1E8 ; 1 
Weat Indiei, ISO; oapMred and 
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reeaptniwd, IBB, iM j In France, 
167; on a cndae, 209; chased by 
Brltleh ship, 270; at Morlalx, 
170 ; cmlses of , 174 ; ordered to he 
seqneatered. 2T4 ; ordered to sea 
and sails, 2TS; fn action, 270; 
Oaptnred, ITS, 287; lettere found 
on, 276, ITT ; prisoners taken by, 
BEi. 

Liberty, British sloop, 3. 

Llber^, Continental schooner, 
197, ITO. 

Lincoln, Benjamin, general, 488, 
490, 493, 487. 
iniee, John, captain, 4, 14, U, 



Little, Oeorge, 

captain, BBT. 
Little, Ijittier, midsbtpman, BU, 
Lively, BrlUsh frigate, SIB. 
Liverpool, 282, 448, 487. 
Liverpool, Britiah frigate. 111, Ul, 

140, 141, 243,244,218. 
Loire Klver, S38, fi40, SOL 
Loudon, 1C8, 267, 377. 
Long Island, Boston Harbor, t, 

79. 
Long Island, Charieston Harbor, 

146,148. 
Long Ishmd, New ToA, 60, 86, 

187,100, 320,517,571. 
Long Island Sound, 116, IBD, 9B8, 

MB, 463, BBS. SIL 
Lonsdale, BritlRb bark, 284. 
Lord Nortb, British prlTateer, 



8,368; Bos- 



L'Orient, Beprisal ■ 

priiea at, SSS, 260, 1 

ton at, 866 ; Bonhonu 

at, 4tt, 443 : Alliance at, 486,623, 

B27, 648, ES2, 603 1 Ariel at, 630, 

631; prlBonera at, 653. 
Loaia XVl, 116, 2B2, 268, 2T4, 286, 

468, 625, G39, 663, 611. 
LonlBbnrg, 2, 121, 128, 41S. 
Loalsiatia, sa. SB3. 
Lovell. Solomon, ^neral, on the 

Peaobecot Sipeditton, 421; re- 






ilof, 



428, 429; preparing for attack, 
428, 431 ; wrlleB to SoltonstsU, 
428, 429 ; not Bupported, 436; in- 
adequate force of, 436. 
Loyal Convert, British gondola, 
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Lorillita, 1ST, m, 13», W); MS. WI, 

400, 41S, G6a, 6ae, GTl, 08, 1U7, 43e. 
LonenllDiXtL, BBS. 
Lnut, Cutting, UrateDant, 161, 

ax, in. 

Ltmt, Dsnlel, o^^aln, OK. 



Lopton, George. 367, 970. 
LDZembonrg, CbeTxllsr, BBS, S84. 
Loieme, Cberallei de ik, trench 

mlnbtar to ttie United SUtM, 

610. 
I^oli, Continental ■ohoann', tS, 

04,66, n. 

IijimliaTen B>t, E74. 

I^nz, BritUh Bloop ofw, 1B3. 



KcDoogal, Jobn, Ueatewuit, 212. 
Hachlu, 6. T, 10, 12, 13. ISS, £30, GS3. 
HaobiM Libertr, Uuuchiuatta 
■loop, 12, U, 40, TO, 132. 



mud of tbe Batten, IH, IS7, 202 ; 
leport of , 20S. 304, io»-aoe, 3U ! 

coarMntatU of, 216, 313. 
Xuphenon, Jobn, captain, Ui, 



Admlnlty, St. 
Hagnlflqoe, FraDeh ililp of Uui 
line, 610. 

Hahui, A. T., esptain, 636. 

Maine, 6, 134, 182, 816, 871. 8TT, SIS, 
882,687. 

XaJabag&dacB, 419, 424, 483. Aa 
Bagaduce. 

Xanle;, John, oapbtfn. In Oom- 
mand of Che Lee, 64 ; emUe of, 
87,68,W; liked bf'WaablnKCon, 
67 j capt[u«s the Nancy, 83 ; and 
tlie Concord, 66 ; conuuodore of 
Waihlnglon'* fleet. 70; eagtgf 
enemr's Teaielg, 71, 72 ; glres ap 
bla command, 74; In command 
of the frigate Hancock, 74, 1G7, 



elied. 213, 214. 312 ; a prisoner 
InNev Yott, 214; releawd, 313; 
aoqnittad by aoart-in»rtial,SU; 



FpTiTatBen,4aei 
lasen pneoner, 408. 411 ; cnili- 
log, 408-411 ; tik«8 prixee, 410 ; 
fi^n a Brltiih frlgats, 410, 411 ; 
In command of tlie Bagna, 60S ; 
report of, 608, 808; In HUl 
Fiieon, 646. 

Harblehead, SB, 80, 84, 74, 386. 

Haroli. John, colonal, 419. 

Margatetta, British aoluiaiMr, 7, 8, 
8.10,11,13. 

Maria. British letter of marque, 
373,874. 

Maria, Brltlsb echooner, 167. 168, 
171, 176, 176. 177. 

Marine, American, aclifaiTenienti 
of, OK, 668. 

Marine Committee, SO, n, 84, B7; 
memben of, 31 ; employe agenM 
for baUdlng frigaUa, 82 ; aasiat- 
ed by nary board* and aganta, 
33, S3; Inexperleiice of, 83. 36; 
reoonuDcnds a Board of Admir- 
alty, 96; dispoaea of Waahing- 
Con'a Oeet, 86 j inggeata buying 



of.with Hopkins 111, 113; ordan 
of. Ill, 137-130, 167, 137, IBl, 186- 
198. 316, 2U, 2^ 308, SS8-37D, 33»- 
381, 3SS, 401, 403, 403. 404; Inter- 
rt^atea otfloera, 113 ; reports to, 
118,123.140.301,304,300,311,328, 
948,301,387,338,373) fitsonlTea- 
sels, 130; ■endBlorBappUea,14ff; 
Inveatlgatea HopUns, 188; plana 
of. 183, IBS. 317, 303. 314, 378; let- 
ter of, to Navy Bittrd, B74, SK ; 
' by Board of Admir- 
reoommenda Dial of 
, 440, 441; gires full 
• Franklin, 838; im prk- 



Harlne Corpa, eatabUsbed. 34; at 

New Frovldenoe, 38, 97; In Pen- 
obH»t Bay, 424, 426, 428, U7, 4S8, 

Marqaig de Idfayette, Fienob lat- 
ter of marqoe, 648, 660, B61 

Mars, Brltlsb brig, 660. 

Maie, Haaaachaaetlasb^ 618, S», 
640, 6^ 881, 682. 

Manila, British letter of niatqtw, 

Uartiu's Tlaeyard, 236,883,816, 
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INDEX 

Ibtdndale, Slon, 0>l>Mll, 64, W, Hill 1 



Martinique, X, IM, IM, SS3, XSJOO, 
33S, 3«0, 3811, 407, 806. Wl, 6IH, ADS. 

Muyluid, frigate bnllt In, 2G, M ; 
naTfof,*!, 138, Jsa, seTj prlva- 
taeiB of, 48. 

MasucbnietM. ProrlncUl Con- 
gnm of, 4, 7. 11, 13. 40. 43, M; 
uar; Dt, 14, S», 40, IK), 23*, ffiO, 
3Sh 421, BU, Sae, sei, we; frigatU 
tnilltln.2s,le,sn; prlnteenof, 
tt, 46) prlte oonrtt MtobUilMd 
1)1,45; OenenaCoontf, 131, MS, 
420, 4a>, 61S. sei; BoaiAofWi 
of,3S4,tSMBS,S») CoonoUot, 
3K, 4alj llUoat PBaabMOt Bx- 
pedlUoD, 41B-4K; oommmee of 
Inqnlrr of, 48S. 

HuwohDMtt*, ItUe brig, 1S3; 
Omiiliig, US, 284; takea prlieB, 
18S, 234; abated by the Brltlib. 
380; In France, 386, 284i retnmB 
home, 236; crolBlnK, 237, 330. 

HaMaidiiuetti Bay, 20, GB, 73, Sh 
12M3e, U6, 188, SH. 

KaSMy, Eyic, general, 240. 

Mathttw, Bdmifl, geoenJ, iOS, 
387. 

Matthevman, Lnks, Ueatenaot, 



KerDhaut. Stepben, obtain, S90. 

Hemnry. CoDtlnental paokst, DOS. 

Herlln. BrlUili iloop of war, 214, 
248. 

Mennatd, Biitiah frigate, 288. 

Kerrlmao Blier. SO, 338, BIS. 

Hlddleton, Cbsrlea, comptroller 
of Britlah naiy, S8, 07. 

Hllford, Brltlab frigate. In Boaton 
hM'bor, 84; «ptnr«« the War- 
ren, SB; enoonntets tbe Prori- 
denoe, 119; and tbe Alfred, t2G, 
128; engages the Yankee Hero, 
UO, IKl; captures bei. 152; 
American priaoners on. 152, 824; 
aearoh f or, U8, IBT, 202 ; nuiB the 
Cabot aaboie, 180, lai; aroliliig, 



I, 377, 411, 444, S22; 



food In, 042; mbacrlptloDB for 

priKmen In. 843; bealth In, 844 ; 

eacapes from, 846, 647; exchange 

ol priaoners in, 848. 
Hlnerva, American priirateer, 89L 
]f luerra, Britlah brig, UO. 
Hlnerra, Britleh ship, 324, 838. 
Mteiinipp] RlTSr, 90, 189, 383, 304. 
Honaicb, Britlah ihlp of tbe line, 

St(7 



Montgomery, Jamei, oaptaln, SOL 
Montgomery, Richard, general, 

00,182. 
Montgomery, American prlra- 

t«er, 270. 
Montgomery, American prlTa> 

teer, 23S. 
Montgomery, American prlT^ 

teer, 8U. 
Montgomery, Continental fr^nte, 

26,190,387. 
Montgomery. New York iknp, 88, 

87. 
Montgomery, PennaylTanta ship, 

342. 
Moore, Jamea, mJdablpman, T, B, 

9,10. 

Morlalx. 170, 27B. 

HorrlB, Robert, on the Hartne 
Committee, 31 ; Jones writes to, 
34, 182, 827, 619; iuperlnteudent 
of flnanoe. 36 ; agent of marine, 
ST, EfiS. 670 ; acta for the Marina 
Committee. 196 ; order* of. 196, 
136; InaCmctions of, to Barry, 
603, 669 : report of. 688 ; sends 
Barney to the Weat Indies, 602 ; 
letters of and orders of. 002. 008, 
812; boys anotber ship, 806; bis 
Tiewa of nayal policy. 618. 

Morris, Continental eohooner, 333. 

Moms, Ccntinentsl ablp. 380. 

Monqnito, Continental aloop, 140, 
241. 

Monltrla, William, colonel, 14C^ 
148. 

Mowatt. Henry, oaptaln, 13, 41B, 
438, l»2. 

Mngford, Jame*, captain, 74, 70, 
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Mamj, Alcaaader, Ifanteaant, 

BU,B1S,IIB7. 
Mnmj, WlUbUD, US, MO. 
MntlDjr, sr, U6, VI, 15S. t», MS, 

617,BH,t«S,<eL 

Hmnor, Americao Iwig, 143. 
IIwioj, Biltlah otdnaiiiM truw- 

pon,«,«>. 
HmiUT. Britiali mow, 214. 
VttotMlUt, 19, M, MM. 
ItaslukM Boada. S, IT, 71, 74, Ut, 

■Bl, sn, >T4, 180, 4U. 
MutM, 315, HI, aM,KT, m, UB, 

SML 

r, m, ue. an. M, 



« Bur, 8, M, iia, lie, 

w, »T, HM, KM, ni, », tot. 
HmatUiu, BrtUab iloop dC mr, lOT, 

ia», m, 413, 431. 4M. 
MHtUiu Uland, 421, 4M. 
B>T>I adinliitotntttoD,Z0,23,n-», 

eiT-Sao, Wli In Engluid, Bl, Bft- 

B8.«a. 

Hani OommlttM, 33, 31, K, K; 
leoonunendatloiu of. 91) otg^tt- 



flMt,ai,M;ez|>irea,Sli 
tfoni imd (»dan of, SO, Bl, S3. 
Hard oifwlntkin, 30, 31, 31. U- 
90, n, 30, ai, »-4a, w, si, so, Sh 
ui, 18^ iM, no, ea-«s4. 

Manl pcUCT, 31, 31 B, 83S, 413. 

NaTal mptemugr. Sat San poirar. 

M«t1m of tha itstM, 13-43. 

Narr Boud, 33; of Middle Dli- 
tilat,3Ma8; of BwWmDlitriat, 
SS, 01, 304, SID, on, 408, «a. Bll, 
<laUsiof,S4;ibolltfoDot,8T,4l)T. 

n>Ty, BrlCkH. oondltloD of, S2-SS, 
eoo; polltks In, 33. 61, BS; 
•uengOi of, B8i diffionlUM ot, 
- ■- ■-- In, BB-eT. 



MTtkiii* from, EB-ETi lack ot di*- 
otpjine In, ST; tndttloni of, BS, 
«10i qoin-eli In, BIS, 315, 680; m 
1715,51; in 1778, ISO; to 1777, 381, 
188; In 1771, Bl, SS8; In 17T>, 187; 
In ino, IU4; In 1781, BH; In 1181, 
OS; tn 1783, B3, 814. 



JlmTj, ContlDCBM, 30; fltM tag- 
KCMton of.Sl ; begiunlngi (tf, ^ 
33; optnni of, M; reinlatlOBa 
tor, 14,883; flntTMMl* toT,aB; 
frlgalw tor, IB, 10; oOoen tOT, 
38, W, 181, GTS; tinmlwrtf (dDoei* 
and mm In, 30; orputlatloD ot, 
33; adm^iIMntlon ot, SI; to- 
Jnred Ciy pTlTataariDg, 18-Bl ; *«- 
■ocUted vltli itatfl ustIm and 
prirateeia, si ; strenKth ot, 33, 
54; flnt kMof, IBl; in detnua 
of Flltl«ds1pU«,Ml; THMtoprm 
«iucd In Tnuioe tor, 183, aot, 
388,3881 mlifoniUMaof, Sll;ln 
1710, ITS, 183; In 17TT, 100-388; In 
1778, 303, 831-381; In »7B, 3B7, 
4BS, 483; la 1700, 343, 541 ; tn 1181, 
S7B, S78 ; In 17S1, B7>, 888 : hi 1788, 
eu ; snd of, SIB; dUScoltfe* and 
makneH ot, <8l; >D«n <tf. flll. 



poweia and flaga, 48, 1E>7, 
308, 181, 800, 404, 1«, 483, 4Sh 388, 

013, B9S, 800, ece, oor, me, m. 

NitIiu, Jamea. captain, ESI. 

Ttew Bedford, SS, ISO, IBl, 194, 347, 
3SB, 333, SSS. Ste Danmonth. 

Kew BrooiDi American priTateer, 
BGI. 

Nevbarrport, 18, 48, US, 141, 3S4, 
UB. 

Kew England, mten of, IT; pro- 
poaed oonqneat of, 18, IS, 3St, 
301 ; nsTy tioard In, 38 ; frontier 
of, 181 : prapoMd Mpantlon of, 
161, ITS ; aeafarlng popolatlDn 
of. aeo. 

Newfoundland, KS, 38S, 304, 410, 

BIB, 815. 
Newtoondlaiid. Bank! of, I, 113, 

888, 381, 5G8, 314, SIS. 
Hew Hampahlra, frigate bnllt fn. 
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Nev Jenay, 3a, 81, 128, 1», 3», S«8. 

New LODdfm, !(«, 110, U8, US, MB, 
SIT, STt, E82, <B8, 680, «G6. 

Nawnuiii, Wingate, «^ain, IBt. 

Keir Orlmii, 88, 888. 

Kewport, 8; Brlttih flaM Kt, IDS, 
110, UT, 381 : attack npon, 
plumed, 880; D'SsMIng ftrrlnt 
■(,830. SSi; RoduunbflBaftt, Kn; 
Franah float st, «n. an, STl; 
rraucb kdmlnl at, HI. 

Naw Prorideiioa, axpedltkin to, 
W, M, 113, 114 ; pawia >t, W, 98; 
BoreTDor of , >T, 88, BD, 100; oap- 
tore of, Mi gam tnaa, 108 ; seo- 
ond axpadltlon to, 282-380; tUrd 
expadlUon to, B88, 884. 

Haw York, flaet fitted oot in, 21, 
88 ; Mgatei bollt In, 2^ 28 i navy 
of, 42 ; headqnarten of (bs arm;, 
74; oommlnea of aafetj of. M; 
occDpied bf tba Brltlab, 80. 287; 
•oldtan sent to, itS; Brltlali 
arm; In, 181, sa ; piisonan at, 
214, 238, 822-824, 827-838 1 anna- 
nwnt from, S93; D'Bitalug off, 
128, 830; Brltlali fleet at, 3SS; 
prlTatMia of , 388. 884, 4ST ; BrlW 
tab relnforoamenta from, 480; 
Waablngton before, 57S : BittW) 
tear loia of, B80 ; eracoatlou of, 
ordered, 680 ; prlaoiu and prlaon 
alilpa at, 023. 027-838; Britlah 

New York, Continental gondola, 
187,171. 

Nicholaa, Bamnol, oaptaln ot nor 
rlnea, at New FrOTldence. M; 
letUr of, 07, 00, 101, lOS; com- 
manda landing part;, 07 ; cap- 
torea tbe forta, 88, 89; In the 
action with the Olaagow, 102. 

NIcbolaon, James, captain, 139, 
K2; In command of the Tlr- 
Elnla, 10». SOT; loaea hU Hblp, 
308; ordered to command the 
Tnimballi 198; report of, 48»- 
Ba3 ; to command a squadron. 



NIcbolaon, Jobn, captain, oil. 

NlcbolaoD, Bamnel, captain. In 
Franoe, 262; In England, 283; 
watched bj eplaa, 384 ; on ft 
croiae, 187 ; at St. Halo. 280; in 
oonmand ot tbe l>raiie,2aB, SIB, 
371, 008 ; on a crnlaa, 871, 402, 
»e; orders for, 398, Ml; at Bos- 
ton, S11 1 enllatlng DWn. IW2 ; i«- 
' tX; eoart- 



Nixon, John, on the NaTT Board 
88. 

Noallles, Harquti de, French am 
baaaadorln England, 388, 380. 

Koddle'B Island, iklrmlah on, S. 

North. Lord, 10, 383. 473. 

North, Britlah sloop of war, Ot 
433,434. 

North Carolina, nary o 



mj in. 91 



7,140. 



North Biver. S 
North Sea, 209. 378. 378. 480, 484, set 
Norton. Benjamin, captain, 3. 
Norwalk, Conneetlcot, 400. 
Notre Dame, Bontb Carolina brig, 

380, SB6, 207, 484, 400. 
Nora SooUa, IB. 110, 131, 238, 330, 



O'Brten, Jeiemlab, optain.T.B; 
captnrea tbe MargarattK, 9, 10; 
thanked by tile General Coort, 

13, 13; at 'WateTtown,18;inthe 

■tate terTloe, 14, 183; m Hill 

Prlaon, 8te. 
Obecrrer. British sloop otwar,BM. 
Ocracoke Inlet, 41, 341. 
OtDceie of CoDtlnental navy, first 

appointed. 28, 29 ; number of, 20; 

In France. 38, 2Sl ; in state or 
private aervlce. 61 ; rank of, ea- 
tablished, 182 ; criticism of, 183 ; 
In I7B1, ET« : training of, 818, 818, 
ees; qnallflcatlona ot, 663; list 
of, T04. 

Oliver Cromwell, American priva- 
teer, 3S2, 3SS. 

Oliver Cromwell, Conneetlcnt 
ship, 321, 332, 323, 390, 391, 828. 
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an,«H,ns,s*L 



Otur, BrttHk loop at w. Ul, 
in. ■», MB, 3M, WT, «K «n. 




PUIImt, Sb Hn^ adminl, BU. 
PftH*, 3S, IW, 3S1, 2St, m, 183, B9B, 

M2,as. 
Farkm, Sir FMw, commodon, lib, 
MT,U7. 



FUtrtot, BritUh brJc, 871, 3T4. 
PMoa, OMCliWlim of, S7S, 011, SU. 
PmiI, BriUili MsUa, UU, 331, SM, 

PtMWn, BlObMd, c^tain, 48), 
4*7, 4n, 174, ilB, 4n. 

F«(gT> Brltlah alilp, BS. 

Fmnc^rml*, frl^Mce bnin In, 3B, 
X; lurr of , tt, US, 140, a«2, MO, 
no, m\, BBS; prtrUMD <rf, 4S, 



K Bqr, no, 40S, STT, Bea. 
FODobKotKipMllCkn, 410, 48B,S13, 
Ml ; BlUttU7 uut lUTal toroe f or, 
■ ■ -i«for,«l,4aJi 



rappancU, Wllllun, 2, 410. 

PbUadclpbU, frigates bnilt at, 20; 
uaTf board at, Wt fleet flttloE 
ont at, «0( Howe at, Ml ; Britlih 
ooenpatloii of. Ml, 2RT.aoe; de- 
fnmaaf.Hl, 342i ptlTaieenol, 




FIckeTtns, Tlmo^, enlcael. 111, 
n2,4U. 
^^ M>,»i, 




FijiDMith, tegiuMi, IB, m. na; 

n7,4BS,«4Z,e4«. 
Pljiiroatli, Hanaclnwetti, 4B, M, 
as, n, n, SI, ua. 

PoiDt Jodltll, SOS, B3I. 

FoUors, Fraicb iloopctf war, 404. 

Pole, Rrttltli prlnteer, 390, an, 

»2. 
Pollock, OUm, lUTal •(■»>« >0> 

SB, M. 104. 
P<iUr,Ai 

poiir.s 




IBB, 104, 3B, MO, 9B4, 804, BU, 8SC, 

ST4,4»,488,B10,00«. 
Fgrtinontb, TiTEliila, nS,aaB,BTa 
PortDKal, an, BSO, 543. 



Fownalboraogli, 4S. 



Prince Bdwajd laland. Wa St. 

John'*, iBland of. 
Prince Fenllnaiul, BrltUh brtE, 
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Frlnoe WlUlim, Brltlih •chooner, 
331. 

Prlnele, Tbomu, o^taliii tt, VSt, 
168, 170, 17% 176, SOS. 

FriHllhh BritUb »blp, «U. 

Frlsonen, exohange of, St, 800, 
wa, szi, on, 8S8, «37, ess, 648, eso, 
K&, Vt,6S6; aii>tiu«, tteatmsut, 
ud dlipotal of, 60. 8S,B1, Bl, 178, 
in, sn, S78, 403, MO, ttl, OU-aSB ; 
ImpnsMd or btdnoed Into Brit- 
kh MTTlDe, Ul. US, ISO, IBI, r ~ 
eM, 0*7 i mU tTMited, lis, «», I 



clurd,Ut;MtheTBUl,«SS,tS3i 
at New York, SSZ) on prlsoD- 

■upa, tea, tan-tM, ai, wa at 

Halifax and Nesf oimdluid, 63B ; 
In Baniiw, 038) In '""gH''' 
priaoni, tU-OSO \ cbuKed with 
(tMK>n,|WS, 646; In Mill PiKon, 
SK-MB 1 IDlHcnptiong tor, 613 ; 
tnated woree tbau ihe Freiich. 
OM; patrlotbm of, 647; In For- 
ton PtUou, eiS ; raleaaa ot, 048, 
SO, 088. 

PrlBon^hlpa, at Keir York, 388, 
aaS-OM, B2T-080, 638, OMi In Brll^ 
lib porta, aST, ess, 828; at Hall- 
faz,02Si at Aatlgaa,esi; atBoa- 
tOD and New London, OBB. 

TliTataering, In colonial times, I; 
dDilng tlM Rerolution, U, 2B1 ; 
attcactiona of, 48-61,110,488; bad 
featnrei of, 48, 49, 680, 800 1 In 
177B, TO; In 1778, 148, ISO; In ITTT, 
388; Id 1778, 2SS, 868 ; In 1770, 486, 
48T{ In 1780, 044; In 1781,616! In 
1T82 and 1788, 613; boati engaged 
In, 668; OTerdereiopment of, 888 ; 
f Bltb In, 684. 

FliTsteen, American oommls- 
dosing of, 10, 88; priiM ot, S4, 
81, 896, 896; eammiMlDaed In 
Fianoe, S3, 48, 684, 898 ! InMaasa- 
otraaena,43, 48; In other at>tee, 
48, 48; nnder Coatliieiital oom- 
mlaalona, 48, 180, 288, Ses, 486, 
644, 678, 018 : nnmbar and foms 
of, 46-47; commlMioned In the 
Weat Indies, 48, 23S, 388; draw 
reomlt* from naTj, 48-81, 110, 
388, 439; cruise wltli r^clar 
ahlps, 81, Va, 237, 420, 498, 663; 



eaptnnd br the BrlUali , 331, 487 1 
In Boaton, 231; aboat No*a 
Boolla,.2Sa, 614, SSa. 696; Id Span- 
lab porta, 264, 966; In foralgn 
waten, 264, Vn-XO, 278-384, 684, 
608 ; In French porta, 380^ 698 1 on 
tlie Penobaoot Expedition, 431, 
488; ei^asad In Munmanw de- 
Btroylnt;, 662, 688; Innmotlona 
for, 006. St» PrlTateerlng^ 

Frlrateen, BriUah, 47,380^ 884, 487. 

Prlaea, ocnrtstor trial at, rmiom- 
nwnded, 24; gbarM in, M, 61; 
ageata tor, B2j dlapoaal of, IS, 
78; conrts for, 43, 41, 367, 68T, 
D89; In Bpaniab ports. 26Ei In 
rreneh porta, 958, 1)7, 260, 388 ; 
■ale of, 267, 280; restored to 
British, 366, 381 ; taken In British 
walara, 380,273, 380 ; Vergennea'a 
opinion of,2T4; delay In sale of, 
441, 034; taken in 1776, 181; In 
1777, 389; In 1T7S, 86li In 1T79, 
488; in 1780,648; In 1781,677; In 
1782 and 1788, 614 ; of prlTataera, 
Instmctlooa aa to, 696. 

Protector. Haijland barge, 607. 

Protector, MasiachiuettB frigate, 
618, 614, BIS. 61T, 661, 662. 

Prorldenoe, 8, 26, 110, 112, 118, 187, 
306,836,008. 

FroTldeuce, Continental frigate, 
26; dimensions ot, 26; InProTi- 
deDoe Blirer, 185, 188, 300, 387; 
mnatheUeakade.80«,S66; salla 
for Fianee, 807; at Boaton, 816; 
atFalmboenf and Breat,S66 ; salla 
tor home and arriTBa at Ports- 
month, 366; In actire asrvloe, 
361, sea, 4Sfl; orders tor, 370; 
ernlslng, SB2-386 ; at Cbarleaton, 
¥&, 491; cralaing, 492; captared, 
497, 643 ; taken into Uie Brltisb 
■errlce, 4B7. 

FroTldenoe, Conttnental gondola, 
166. 

ProTldence. Continental sloop. 30, 
30, 90, 93; armament of, 04; at 
Kew pTOTldenoe, 07; In the ac- 
tion with the Oliagow, 107; at 
New London, 109 ; sent to New 
Tork, 113; returns to Provi- 
dence, 116 ; on conToj dnty, 116; 
cruising, 118-131 ; enoonnteia the 
Solebay and Ullfbrd, 118, 119 ; 
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M BliDda laiaiid, 131, U3 ; 
on inotlMT emlM, Ul, 133; or- 
dmvd Kiatli, IZT, 1S>; In Prorl- 

dnoa Binr, us, IM; UMeki > 

trigita, IW, ItTi rnna tba block- 
ade, U>, U0{ on a cialie, IM; 



371 ; enSttag, 3TT, 318, 380 ; 
torea Hie DfUgent, S7S: on tbo 
FeDOtecot Bipsdltkiii, ffiO, U3, 
424; loHDf.Me. 
FiOTldenoe BlTer, UB, 1ST, 189, 
3M. 

FnlBild, Count Cuimlr, genenl. 



(rlgkW, MB; at Boaton, 336; In 
acttre lerTlce, 362, 436; orden 
tor, 366, 36B : on a cmlae, Sli- 
SH; chaugea oommandeia, 3TSi 
etnlafng, 382-68S; at Cluurlaton, 
403,481; snnk, «6; loaa of, Bt3, 
H4. 

Qaeto, Amerloan soliooneT, 4. 

QDlberon B117, IM, 338, 34D, 841. 

QolncT. Joaiab, 3. 



10 Continental Rarrice, 

Wl. 
Boinbow, Brltlib 44-gait Bhlp,3DS, 

310, nz, 233, 386, xe. 
BaiKHutile, Brltiati sbip of the 

line, 313, 314, 836, m, 431, 433, 

641,643. 
Balel^i Continental frigate, 20, 

ISS; lannchiog of, IW, 156; re- 

cdTeB orderi, IS6; ornfalng. 1B9; 

falls In wltli a'Brlt'lBh conior! 
M4, 237; In aotlon with the Druid, 
22r>-22S ; follows the convo;. 228 ; 
airlrea In Franoe, 230, 278; 
homeward hound, 509 ; cruising 
In the West Indlei, 301-303; fsHi 
D wllh Brldah ahlpa. 301, 312 ; 



814; talla fmn Beaton, UK; 
oliaaed b; BrltUi ahipa and en- 
gagea tbem. SlS-SIS; captoiad. 




16,38^3N;atP 

bkMikadad In Delawaie B^, 

ue'i at aea, 138,188; a* Cbailea- 
ton, 138, ai6 ; ordend aootli, 3M, 
310; aMmeae on, 317: cnilatng, 
and takea prlna, 331; oideied 
to Fiance, ZB; In Fiance, 378; 
retoma to America. aSG; foica 
of. aW; cmlalng, 298; In action 
with the Yaimonth, 336, 3tT; 
blows Dp, !9T; lOM of, as, Ul, 
313,361. 

Banger, Contlnentel aUii, tt 
Portsmoutl), IM, 223; srmanMDt 
of, IK; aalb tor France, M>; ar- 
rive* at Mantes, 3tB, 278, 33) ; In 
■errloe, 387; Id Qalberon Baf, 
338; aalntes theFrencb flag. tX, 
333; at Bieat, 3(1; nOlB on a 
omlsa, Sfl) at Carrlckfergaa, 
3^ 343; at VbttehaTen, 342; In 
actloD with Uie Drake, MB, VO; 
force of, 360; orev of, 368; re- 
ported captured, 8B1 ; oondlthma 
on, 3G1; Blmpsoa In oonunaod 
(tf, 363; homeward boond, 366; 
arrlTee at Portamontli. 366 ; In 
Berri-», 362; ordem for, 388 ; at 
Boston, 372, 374 ; on acrulse, 373- 
374 ; takes prizes, 3T3 : crnlsing, 
3S2-3SE; at Cbarleaton, 403, 4S1 ; 
prizes of, 441; In serrice, 488; 
cruising, 492; In the Cooper 
IUTer.49T: logof,4ff7; captured, 
407, M4; taken Into the British 
service. 4S7; her prisoners, 663. 

Ranger, French privateer, 601. 

Rathburoe, John Feck, captain, 
in command of Uie Providence, 
IBl, 247, 233, 377; of the QneeQ 
of France, 37B, 376, 882. 

Read, George, on the Marine Com- 
mittee, 31. 

Bead, Thomas, captain, 308, 498. 

Rebecca, prize ibip, 388. 
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Sedbiink, Ml, MS, Ml, SU. 

Beed. Joeepb, cokinel, M; pnal- 
dent of FmuuytTUila, 381. 

Benown, BrltUh iblp ot tbe lins, 
n, M, H, S89, 4M, 4»6, 63S. 

Benown, Tlcginla lUp, G70. 

Bepdral, CoDtinental brig. 13B; 
tn Debtmte Bb;. U2 ; ordered 
M KutliilqDe, 143; ulls, 113; 
taken priZM, 1«4; engigea the 
Blurk, lU, Mfi; oiden for, U»; 
TOT^g* to Vimnce, 158; arrlTea 
U NaaMt, US, 364, Se { piliM of, 
US, 3SB, aST; ornJUne, 3tl8, Ml; 
ML-Oilent, ll»,2e0; oidsradto 
uUl,;aeTi ohsMd by > Brltlah 
thtp, M>; M St. Xaio, 3TD, 27B; 
orulMi ol. 171; ordered to be se- 
qneilered, ni; ordered to WK, 
37A; homewmrd boond, 3TC; kMt 
U MK, STS, 2ST; prlsonen taken 
bf, eM. 

Republin, American printeer, 



2». 
Bepnblla, 1 



BeslBtuioe, Coutlueiltal brigao- 
tine, 2ST, 311, SU, SS3, ML 

Beaolatlou, AmerloQ privatAer, 
391. 

Beeolnthm, tmniHo*" prlTataer, 
zn. 

BestOTatkn, Brlttah ship, S93. Set 
Oltrer Cromwell. ConnectlDnt 
ship. 

Setallatlfm, American privateer, 
BIT.SIS. 

BetaHatloD, Ooatlnental brlgan- 



Berenge, American prirateer. 



Kevenge, Anerlean privateer, 2SS. 
Kevenge, American privateer. siB. 
Kevenge, Ameriosn privateer, 

Bevenge, British brig, 38S, SBT, 

Bevenge, Continental catter, MS, 

ZTS, 3T1{ In BpaniBh porta, 974, 
SM; aaiis trom Bilbao, 3G7; at 
Cadiz, BUT; at Feirol, 358; in 
the Wen Indles.SM, SBO, atl; 



prliei of, S8B, Ml; In eervlee, 
SS2; at FkUadeli^ila, Kt; Mid 
and Btted oat aa a privateer, 
173; eaptond, SIB, 4M. 
Seveuce, Continental acboiaiet, 



of,« , 

Rhode bland.S; assembly of,2l! 
dei^atee from, 21 ; governor of« 
22, 3! ; Instmctions ot, 3G ; frig- 
ate* built In, as, 30! navy of, W, 
10 ; prlrataeis ot, *e, 3S; Britlifa 
fleet at, 107, U4, 137, US ; lyXi- 
taiug at, 331, SSI ; evaooatedby 
American*, tM; protection of, 
30!. 

Kiahelien Blver, 131, 181. 

Blcbmond, British frigate. 183. 

Bicot, Fhaippe KIcolaa, captain, 
443, 471, 717. 



KlBing States, American priva* 

teer, 343. 
Robinson, Isaiah, oaptafn, ISO, 230. 
Robinson, James, captain, IDS. 
Bobinson, Boberi^ lieatenaut, 4M, 



RooklDgbam, Haiqnls of, 170. 

Bodney, Sir George Brydge*, ad- 
miral, S3, SU, B20, Sai, 313, B13, 
E71, 371, 373, G80, GW, aOL 

Boebnck, British M-giin ship, IM, 
131, 110, lU, lOG, 312, Ml, MS, IM, 
49G, 493, BBS, 381, 8M. 

HogerB, Joalas, oapbin, 300. 

BomnlDS, British ll«an ship, m, 
496, E«B, E70. 

Bopes, David, captain, EOS. 

Boae, British frigate, SO, B7, SB, 107, 
100,131. 

Hover, American privateer, 270. 

Bover, American privateer, BSS. 

Boyal Qeoi^, SriUsh letter of 
man]ne, 114. 

Boyal Oak, British ship of the 
line, BBS. 

Boyal Savage, 
schooner, 130, IBS, 171. 

Snileooart, Baron de, 2S2. 
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us,ue,9u. 
St AagaaiaB,tU. 
Bu Cbrtitapha', 2n, BU. 

BL Croix, Un, MO. 

at. Bnrtatiiu, UB, uo, US, in, ns, 
«M, tn, S7S, ns, ew. 

St. QeorEe'a Chuinel, XL 
St. John, Brltlih icbooneT. >. 
St. Jobii'i, Cwiadk. IS, US, IM, 



Bt. Lawranoe Bfra and Qnlf , m, 

«,in,lM. 
Bt.lbla,9W, 270,371. 
St. Kuy^ bto, HT. 
Bt. Nasdra, SIB, SW. 
St NichoUi Mole, 10L 
St. Pinre, IM, «n. 
St. SebaMlui^, as. 



Smllibiuy, IS, U3, SSt. 
Salter, lltm, optaln, 42>, 4SS. 
BaltointiU, Dadlej, oaplsln. Id 
1 <rf the AltTod, W, M; 
l»PhU>delphU,113: In- 
id and azonented, 113 ; 
oiaenMi to mk, 188 1 wll> and 
takes piliea, 201; in oonuaand 
et pilrateen, 201, SOS; and ol 
tlw Varna, iSTS, S7«, *»; In 
■aral oommand of the Penob- 
I HotlBKpedltioii, d ; bli Instmo- 
ttoDi, 4n ; iDeompetenc; of, 439; 



130; dluulued from the drtj, 

4OT. 
BaltoDitall, Ollbett, captain ot 

marines, EOS, DOl 
Salntet to Amerioan flag, US, Its, 

ISO, 3Sg-341, 3S7. 
Bunpaon, SlmeoD, captain, 131, 

238, 320, Bft, 64D. 
Ban Domingo, 3W. 
Baudwlch. Earl of. M, E7, «. 
Bandwich, Britlih armed ship, 490. 
Biudwloh, Britlib packet, tOl. 



swswcfc IIS, sat, wn. 

Saiatoga, CoBthuotal iloaii of 
war, 1S4, C07, SOB, SOS, SU, BU, 



BaTage, Jolu, tK. 
BaT«ge. Brttl*h ikwii el 



Barbrook, Onuieotleat, laa 
Bounmell, Amarloaii prlTaMsr, 

IMS, MS. 
BoaitMrooKh, 4SR, tit, 478, 471. 
8alni7ler, Ptill^, gaieal, IM, UB, 



Bcoipkm, British akiop o 
Bootland, 78, S41, MS, MT, «S, SSk 



Sea power, Bt, ns, H7, Sn, Wt, 
SSO, 6SI; Mt, 608, SST, SS8. 

Heeretarr of Marine, as. 

BdUrk, Eul of, MT, 8IS. 

Bfllman, John, captain, SS, S, HL 

Senpi*, Brittah 44«nn ihtp, in 
acdon with Om Bonhomme 
Richard, 4^-470, 47^ 480; tap- 
tain ol, *K,4f)n; mnendeTB, 464, 



It of, f. 



wot 47 



of, 471; injDilea to, ITS; her 
boat atoleo, 477 ; repaired, 473; 
JoncB in command of, 473. WO ; 
at L'OrlEnt, 43tl ; pnrcluH of, 
considered. 480, S2S, D9t i craiaa 
plaimed for. G20i capture of, SIL 

Bereni, Brltisb ship. 221. 

Bbark, BritlBh sloop of war, 14^ 
14fi. 

Bheflleld, JoMph, capl^n, 230. 



Aohllle*, Amnon, AcUra (• 
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Admliml DlgliT. Admlnl Dnlt, 
Admiral Keppel,Al>nn,AlbBiif , 
Alert, Alsiuider. AUrad, AUI- 
■noe, America, Ampbltrlte |3), 
Ajiilrew ttorta, Apollo, Aigo, 
Aijadne, Ariel, ABSimuce, As- 
trea, Atalaola, AoguiUt, Aa- 
ron, ATentore, Bacbelor, Bsl- 
linrtDi, BlMk PriDce, BlwJk 
Frluoaw. Blonde, Bolton, Bod- 
bomnw Bfohard, Bowawen, Bos- 
ton (3), BontboD, Biioole, Bris- 
tol, Bnrtord, C&boC, Cuuden, 
Camel, Camills, Gu-letoDi Cft- 
iTBfon, Cerberus, Ceres, Gerf, 
dumplon, Cbuioe, Clisrlea- 
town, Cltanulng Peggy, dunlk- 
Ij, ClTll Cease, Coliunbiia, 



CanfederacT, Confederate, Con- 
gress (<), Conneotloat, Comwal- 
lis, ConntwM <rf SosrlmroQgh, 
Crawtord, Cromwell, Camber- 
land. Cygnns, Dalton, Deane, 
Defenoa <4), Delaware, Deapatoh, 
Diamond, Diligent (3), Diomede, 
Dolphin ^\ l>rake, Dmid, Dno 
de Dnraa, Dae do Laniiui, Don- 
roore. Eagle (3), £arl of War- 
wick, Bbeneier, BoUpee, Ed- 
ward, Bflingham, lOideaTor, En- 
terprise, ^perlment (2), Fair 
Amerjoan (3), Falcon, Fanny, Fe- 
liolty, FlueBsUe,r]DTa(9), Fly, 



Ot«ene, General Hanoook, Gen' 
eral Hereer, Oeueral Mlfllln (2), 
0«n«ial Monk, General Hool- 
trie. General Piakerfaig. General 
Pntnam, General Scbaylar, Oen- 
«Tal SolUran. General Waablng- 
ton, aiaagow, Qlonoester, Gold- 
en Eagle, Good Bope, Gover- 
nor Trnmbnll, Ootenior Tryon, 
Grand Turk, Graudrille, Grass- 
bopper, Greenwlob, Greyboond, 
Haralem, Bagne, Halifax (2), 
Hammond, Hampden (S), Han- 
oock(S), Hannah, Harriet, Rar- 
Haon, Hawk, Hairke(2), Hazard, 
Hera, Hlbemla, Eoldemes*, 
Holker, Hi«ie (4), Hornet (3), 
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Hnnter (9), Hnisar, Hyder Ally, 
Independence (3), Indlen, In- 
flexible, Iris <2), Isabella. Jack, 
Jason. Jeftereon, Jeiser |a^. Ji4m 
(2), Johnson, Julias Cksst, Ju- 
nius BrutOB, Jano. Katy, Lady 
Washington (2), I^ngaedoe, 
lATk, Lee (S), Levant, Lexing- 
ton, Liberty (2), Lively, Liver- 
pool, Lonsdale, Lord Nortll, 
Loyal Convert, Lynoh, Lynx, 
Hachlaa Liberty, Hagniflque, 
Maigaretta, Maria (2), Marqnls 
de Lafayette, Hars (S), Hartba, 
Manaohnsetts, Medea, Mellisb, 
Menrary, Herlb^ Mermaid, Mil- 
ford, Minerva {>}, Honarob, 
Monslenr, Montgomery (6), Mor- 
ila (3), Mosquito, Kaney (■), 
NautUna, Neptune, New Broom, 
New Haven, New York, Nortb, 
Notra Dame, Observer, Oliver 
Cromwell (2), Orpbeua, Otter, 
Oxford, Pallas (3), Patriot, Pearl, 
Peggy, Phlladelpbia, Fbcenix, 
Figot, Folacre, Pole, Polly (B), 
Prince rerdlnind, Pilnoe Vll- 
Uam, PrlsolUa, Protector (3), 
Providenoe (3), Qnebeo, Qaeen 
of France, Qoero, Bacehorse, 
Balnbow, Balsonable, TCalelgh, 
BamlUes, Bandolpb, BangBr<3), 
Hebecoa, Benown (2), B^rital, 
BepobUe (3). BepolM, Beiiit- 
anee, Beaolutlon (1), Reatoca- 
tlon, Betaliallon (2),Kevei)ge <7), 
Bicbmond, Blt^Tig Empire, KiiH 
leg Btatea, Boebuck, Bomolnl, 
Boss, Bover (2), Boyid Oeorga, 
Beyal Oak, Boyal Bavage, 
Sacbem, St. Jobn, Bandwlob (3), 
Sans Pear, Sanbq^ Savage, 
BcammeU, Scorpion {!), Sea 
Flower, Serapli, Severn, Shark, 
Sir William Eiskine, Skyrocket, 
Snow Bagia, Bolebay, SomerseC, 
Soutlk Caroliiia, Sparlln, Speed- 
well, Bpbynx, Spitfire (3), Spy, 
Btromlxilo, Sniprlse {9), SwaJ- 
lew. Swan, Sybil, Syren, Tapna- 
qolab, Tartar (3j, Teaser, Temp- 
est, Terrible, Thames, Thomas, 
Tbom, Three Bratbera, Thonder 
(2), Thonderer, Tobago, Tie- 
paaay, Triumph, Tme Briton, 
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TroHst TimnbiiU 9), lynimt- 
olde, Unlomi, Cnion (S), Cnltr 
(9),yeng«uiM (1), Veaaj , Victor, 
Tiglluit, Tlper, VirginJa, Vol- 
■Dt, Tnltore, Wutcd (Z), Wuh- 
iDftMi (4), Wasp, Wan, Weuel, 
WeM Florida, 'Winchrop, Yan- 
kM, Yankee Hero, Yannoath, 
York, Zebra. Sm the Taiiooa 

Bknldluuii, Holrnenx, Tlc»«d' 
mlna, St. H, tlO, 180, m. 

, G. 8,, geaerai, aoo, am. 

la, Captaiii, 2S2. 




ainklna, Omrfa, eq^tain, US. 
Sir WUIlam Erakme, BHtUi pel- 

vatMT, 4IT, 4ia. 
SkeDMbonnigb, Ml, IM. 
Bklmmer. Jobn, optaiD, SB, SU. 
Bklonei, Abiaham, en. 
Bkyrocket, American pTlvateer, 

IM. 
Smedle;, Samncl, Uentenant, Bl; 

eaplaln, >2!i, S2B. 
Smitti, Edward, UenUnanfriwlD- 

n«i, afl*, 27T. 
8now Eagle, Britlsb packet, gce. 
Soams, leaao, captain, KG. 
Bolebaj, Brltlab frigate, 118, US, 

147. EST. 

Somemt, Britlali «hlp Of tba line, 

MS, MB. 
Btmth Carolina, rend oT, 1T( nary 

o(,41, 14S, 3a>,83S, 4M,G«3,{iB4; 

prlTMeen of, 49; «D«mf in, II, 

Its, 4at, 4B3-40T. 
Bonth Carolina, rtate frigate, 088, 

E6t, B8S. B8t, UC. See Indlen. 
Bonther. Daniel, captain, 135, 187. 



Spain, wars of, '. 



m, SS; ] 



aB.nl a 



iroTldes money tor 
America,!^, 26ti; portaof.open 
to AmeTicuu, aw, 288, 36«. 3G7, 
3E8, 360 : coaet of ,381 ; and Moroc- 
eo,28ai Klngof,281; dlspoaltion 
of, sec, HI, 81)8 ; minUIer to, 4IS ; 
niiTy of, S88; at war with Eng- 
land, SM ; naTBl policy of, 8S7. 
Sparlin, BrttlBh prlnteer, 418. 



1ST. 

nphynx, Brttteli frigate, 148, UT. 
gpitflre, ConUneutal gallq, 8>, 

ST, 88. 
Spitfire, CootlDental gondds, Ml 
Bplltbead, 4811, «4S. 
Split Rock, IBE, 174, lis. 
Sptoat, DaTld, 68T, <tS. 
8p7, Amarloan anew, m. 
Stack, Edward, Uentenant li mfr 

Stanton. Daniel, 038. 

Staten liland, BIT, S8>. 

Bttrling, Cbarlea, captain, sas, 661. 

Stoddard, Noafa, oaptaln, US. 

Stone, WUllam, captain, M. 

Btoolngton, ns, ftU, 8W. 

Btonj Point, sn. 

StocnuHit, Lord, Brltilli aml»MV 
dor In franoe, 38T; demanda re. 
etontion of prb«, SST, Sea-, In. 
formation fomialied to, SR, IR; 
complainia of, KB, 390, MS, 974; 
demanda departnie of Amarlram 
Teasela, 380, 274, aTI ; eatltfactloa 
of. aeS; oomplaliuaf Frencb aid 
to America. 388 ; aiupecta Hfn- 
•on. 277 i recall of, asa, 327 ; oon- 
dnot of, in regard to priaoners, 



Strombolo, Brltith flreeUp, 3M 
SnlllTan. Jolm. general, 182, MS; 
380, 832, 333, SM, 43S. 



Snipriae, Continental ingger, Ml, 

3SC 28B, 287, 878. 
Bnipiise. Continental eloop, 320, 

387. 
gwallov, Amerloan prtrataer, DSS. 
Swan. Brltiah Bloop of mr, 107, lOS. 
Sweden, 234. , 
BTbll, British frigate. 88B, 808, 607, 

812. 
Bfien, British frigate, 140, 141. 

Talbot, Silas, major, 



nel and naral captain, S3B, 838) 
In command of the Argo, 389. 
S>2; a priaoner, flSI, 848. 
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TallDudge, BCD]unlii,ooloiiel,al. 
migler IiUndB, 697. 
Tapnaqolsh, Brltlah tender, 12, 
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True Briton, Britiih tmupoit, 

221. 
Tmita, South CuoUna abip, 4M, 



in prl'nteer, 2S1. 
Tempest, Tligtnle ililp, STO. 
Taraa;, CheT^ler de, ailndnl,B(lT. 
Terrible, British (Up of tlie Uim, 

MS. 
TBxel, the, 450, 481, lat, 484, S(S,aM, 



a Raleigh, ms, 
JM; orden tot, UT, 322; reporta 
of, 328, 298, MH. a02i critldam of, 
S9D, SH, S12; dlamMed froni the 
OBMj, 81B; reHered, 314. 

Thom, British >hip, 402, 414; 
American prlTsleer, 4U-413. 

Hires Brotbera, Brltlab priTateer, 

nmuder, Biltigh bomb Teissl, 140, 



Thnnder, BriUab galley, 384. 
nmnderer, Brltiah radeao, 

163,177. 
TlblwMa, John, captain, B8B, 
Ticonder(«a, 1«1, KG, 176, 177, 



Torpedoet, lO, IH, USE, 248. 

Tortnla, laland of, Sei, E81. 

TonloD, 327,328. 

Townaend, Maine, 422. 

Tncj, James, oaptain, 14B, ISO. 
IBI. 

Tnnaporta, BriUab, 22, 28, 34, eo, 
el, 68, 71, 74, 73, 80-34, BS, tlB-US, 
122, 123, 138, 140, 188,201, 3Se, 308, 



Tiepeasr, British brtg, 590, SI 



Triumph. Britlab frigate, 033, 534. 



TnuDbnll, Jonathan, goremor, 

137, »», E17. 
Tmmbull, Amerloau prirateer. 



TmntboU, Oontiuental 



rlTer,188, 1S8, 280; onableto get 
□at, »W, 201, 287, 307, 382 : floated 
over the bu. 4S6, 408; ordered 
to •as, 4SS ; salli. 4M ; In action 
with the Watt, 4a»^)D6; loeBea 
of, ISOl; force of, S»l, 302; to 
omIsewithB aqoadron, !!00,SOT; 
reflctbig, IS07; orders (or, KM, 
BOO; in the Delaware Birer, BIO, 
811, 013, 5U, (M ; in serrloe, W4i 
sails, EE8; in action with the 
Irla, 057 ; oaptored, 06T, 058, B76. 



Tack, 'William, captain, 026. 

Tanker, Bsmael, captain, in oom- 
mand of tbe Fr^iklin, 71; and 
of the Hancock, 74 ; takes priiea, 
74. BO; In command of the Bos- 
ton, 3$2, 378; bis Instructloua, 
353, 870; at Bordeanx, 304; re- 
port of, 305 ; at CtaulesCon, ttt ; 
In oonunand of the Thom, 820; 
oaptoied, SS; escapee, (as. 

Tapper, Benjam' 



Ish, 230, 336; retnma to port, 
338i cralslng, 238, 3S0, 380, 380- 
888) on the Fenobseet :Xzpedl- 
tlOD, 431, 421. 

Unicom, British frigate, 231, 315, 

aie, 31S, 31B. 
Cnlforma, SO. 
tJnIoD, American privateer, KB, 

308. 
Union, British letter of marque. 
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Unton, BrltUi priratoar, NL 

Unit;, Britlsli ship, Bl. 

Unit;, Hoop, T, B, 10, 11, U. Sat 

MMhlM Ubeit;. 
Uihut, 189, S!8. 
TTtTMbt, UeUj at, SB7. 

Tkloonr laUnd, igc, Ue, in, 170, 

T>nf"i JoM^ captain, MB, TIT, 
TU; 

003, 010,011. 



hla opinion of piim, 314; oor- 
laapondBnoe of, aboat priTa- 
taras, EM, UT, S»i Washington 
irHtMta,MT. 
Tamon, WlUlam, on Navy Board, 
SI, «0; IMtors to, 81, SS, S13; 
Mt«n bom, 40, SOB, KM, aOT, MI, 



TcnaUlaa, MB, 377,443. 

Tlotor. Brltlah brig, 108, 310. 

TlgOant, Biititib umed iblp, 14B. 

VlnoMit, {Iloholu, captain, 29T. 

Vineyard Somid, 4, 388, B08. 

Viper, Britlab letter ol maiqae, 
»71. 

TlrglDla, nary of, 40, 41. 138, lae, 
4oa, fiTO, '097; prlnteen of. 40; 
goreniar of , 8>, 02, 138, BOO; oap« 
of, 137, 140; CornWBliia In. STO, 
BTS, 074. Sea Cbeeapeake Bay. 

^iglnla. Continental trlgata. M; 
at Baltlmon, IMi blockaded, 
IW, 287; ecu salt, SOT; Is <ap- 
mrsd, 308; loM of, 308.311,381; 
Britlab frigate, 431, 433, 4SI, 408. 



Tnlture, Brltlsb aloof) of wi 



Tard, Attwuaa, general, 71 TT, TB, 

83. 
Ward, JoMpb, colonel, TO, T4. 
Warner, Eliiba, captain, U8, m. 
Warren, Jamss, on Savy Board, 

S3, 43a 
Warrm, Continental frigate, aO; 

dbntnaloDa of, »; in PcoTldenM 

Rim, US, US, 300, 187; runa tto 



tion, 430; 4S1, 41B, 437, 418, 434 

km of, 488. 
Warren, Continental soliooner, W 

T1,TB,81,SB,3S,314. 
Warwick Kacdi, 18B, ISO, 30B. 
Waabington, George, g 

Cambria, 13, BS; 

fleetB,'aO, 31, <0, M, TO, 71 

ttruotian*ta,3i,3S; raokoi, w; 
'of tbearmyiBB; 
» Bnn^ton, Oft, 08; 



._. , .' powder, oi,Wi 

dlsapprorei conduct of cap*- 
taliu.U,Oe; Ma fleet, 88,74.01, 
83, 8B, 38, 07, 314, 41fi i eomplama 
Dtbi>oievi,8T; praises Hanley, 
87, 71 ; deacribea the Hination, 
80. ID i appoints Huiley commo- 
dore. TD i Ba^teala diaposltion of 
Tessels, 71; goe* to Vvw Yorlc, 
74. BO ; Ward isporta to, 77. 78, 
82 : Hopkins ordered to raiwn 
to,MI;lend«BOldlentonaTy and 
recalls tbem, 110 < mentioned, 
1B3, 101; Bany reperta to, MO I 
adTises sinking vesaelB, 810;and 
attack on Mewport, SBO; near 
New York, «0. 4B1. GTS ; deslrea 
eoBperatlDn with French fleet, 
soil letter ot,B4BiTlewBor,on 
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tt, 6T7; n. 
ni I on treatment ot priionen, 
<23, tU ; OD tbelr eiohsjige. 823, 
CST; ooTTtvponda with British 
Oomnuuiileiv, 823, 833; recelies 
eomplalnM of tmtmMit of 
prlBonan, or. 

VMblnlM&i CoutliMiital brlfiB- 
tine, 8«, ee, 67, Tl, 80. 

WublnKtoxi Continental frigate, 
M, IW. 31S, 2ST, 808, 310, 361. 

Waetklngton, Oontinent>l gmllar, 
88,87.88. 

WublngtoD, Continental galler, 
187. 168, 171, 173, ITS, 17*. 176, 176. 

Vaep, ConttnenUl Bohooner, 90; 
Joint the fleet, SS, H, K; at New 
FiOTldoDoa, 97; lepinitea from 
the fleet. 101; ernlBlug. 123-130; 
in Del&mDe Bay, 128, Ml. 

Waterbnry, David, general, 168, 
16S, 173,17t,177. 

Wateri, Daniel, captain, Tl, 7B, 
38fi, US. 416, 117, O. 

Watertown, 7, 13, 2^ 73. 

Valaon, WilliaiD. BS, 87. 

Vataon, Wlnila* C, 173. 

Watt. BrltlBb letter o( inarqne, 



Webb, Samoel Blaohlej, Eeneral, 



Weet Florida, BrlUih iloop, WBi 
ContliMntal Iloop, SM. 

Wen Indlea, agenla In, S«, 46, IM, 
196, xa, *8D; priTateen In, 46, 
UB, ns, 988, Sm, 288. 834, 404, 408, 
BU, BHt r^nlar itdp* In, 14S, 
IISS. B8, 801, 880, S72, 876, 388, WT, 
6B6, S6I, 883, 601, 80S, eW; trade 
bi, 146, nr, 368, GT2; Brltlili In, 
U7, Sae, 314, 888, 488. 619, G4B, 671, 
67S, 6T7, 680, 614; French in, 33S, 
880, 480, 678, SSO, 611, 887; pdeon- 



Wheaton, Joaeph, 10, 11, 18, 
Whipple, Abraham, captain of the 
Colantnu, 38, M ; oonunanda two 
■loi^K, 30 : hla eipedtUoD to Ber- 
muda, 61, 61 1 takea a piln, 73 ; 
at FtiUa((«lphia,80; In the aotioD 



ordered to Phil- 
adelphia, ilS; iDTeatlgated and 
exonciatad. ll>; at Warwick 
Neck, IBTj ordered to lea, 188; 
In oonunand of the frigate FTOT- 
tdenoe, SOS, 356, SSI ; and of a 
equsdron, 3fiS, 383-885, 408, 4S1, 
487; at Cbarleaton, 403, 4BI, 407. 

Whipple, WlUlun, 48. SOT, 388. 

Whltcomb,' Colonel, IB. 

WliilehalL See Skeneaborongh. 

Whitehaven, 37D, 308, 342, 143, S48, 
BEl, 443, 6H. 

Wlokee, Lambert, captain, In 
command of the Beprlaal, 1^ 
143, 208, 263 ; reports of. 144, 3SB, 
280; at L'Orlent, 2S8, 360; 
watched by spies, 26* ! on a 
cmlse, 367 1 orders of, 367, 268 ; 
at St. Halo. 360, 270 ; sails for 
home. 371! ; lost at ee*, 97B ; men- 
tioned, 3S8 i prtsonei* taken b;, 
630. 

Wlokes, Blchard, llentanant, 143. 

Wlggleaworth, Colonel, 173, 178. 

Wmiams, John Foster, captain. 



386 ; oha^es against. 388; oom- 
mendatlonor, 388 ( takes a prlie, 
380 j on the Penobacot Expedi- 
tion, va, 420; hi oommand of 
the Proteotor, 013; report of, 
S14. 

Willing, James, captain, 383. 

Willsborongh, IBS, 174. 

Windward Iglandi, 360, 

Wimhrop, MaaBaabnsetts sloop, 
B86,WT. 

WiBCBSset, 310. Set Fownal- 
borongh. 

WoDdbuTT. Herbert, captain. tOB. 

Wooater, Daniel, general, 300. 

Wren, Thomaa, MS. 
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Wjrbert, Antoina F«Uz, IlaD- 

teiumt-ooloTwl, MS. 
Wynooop, Jaoobo*. OBptaln, IH, 



Yotk, BrltUh ih^, SS. 
Yoiktown, BTl, STl, ESI. 
Tonng, Janm, •dmlnl, tS3, 9)7, 



Tukee, Anwrimu pilTBtwi, lU 
Yuifcee Hero, Amaitoao ptitmoer, 

7S, in-ua. 
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